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Foreword 


TI 1 1",  following  pages  record  the  history  of  the  activities  of  the 
i'ennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  under  the 
direction  of  its  chairman,  Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield,  appointed  by 
Governor  George  H.  Earle  to  arrange  for  a  fitting  celebration  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  fcirmation  of  the  United  States 
Constitution. 

This  marks  the  first  time  that  the  Commonwealth  hah  honored  the 
Constitution  with  a  state-wide  observance  of  its  anniversary.  A  com- 
mittee of  more  than  eighteen  hundred  of  the  civic  and  industrial  leaders 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  included  representatives  from  every  one  of  the 
sixty-seven  counties  of  the  State,  generously  gave  their  time  and  enthu- 
siasm that  our  people  might  partici])ate  in  the  celebration  in  a  manner 
of  their  own  choosing. 

In  the  limited  space  provided  in  this  book,  one  realizes  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  record  in  detail  the  thousands  of  celebrations — many  of 
them  small,  but  nevertheless  important — that  were  held  throughout  the 
State,  inspired  largely  by  the  local  members  of  the  State  Committee. 
Those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  among  the  multitude  that  jiaid 
tribute  to  the  Consitution  by  having  a  part  in  tliis  observance  will  long 
remember  the  sincere  spirit  of  reverence,  the  wholesome  res]iect  and  deep 
love  borne  for  this  immortal  document  by  our  citizens  in  all  walks  of  life, 
even  in  the  smallest  hamlet  of  our  Commonwealth. 

Pennsvlvanians  were  enjoined  especially  to  observe  September  17, 
1937,  December  12,  1937.  June  21.  1938.  and  April  30.  1939.  as  dates  of 
outstanding  importance  in  the  historical  evolution  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  new  government.  The  first  of  these  dates  was  the  150th  anniver- 
sary of  the  signing  of  the  Constitution  at  Philadelphia  ;  the  second  was 
that  of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  bv  Pennsylvania;  the  third 
marked  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  final  adoption  of  the  document; 
and  the  last  was  the  sesquicentennial  of  George  Washington's  inaugura- 
tion. Pennsvlvanians  therefore  had  reason  to  commemorate  this  anni- 
versary with  more  than  ordinar}-  zeal. 

This  may  well  serve  as  an  incentive  to  future  generations  to  guard 
with  all  at  their  command  the  heritage  of  life,  liberty,  and  happiness 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  It  should  also  serve  to  remind  those 
who  follow  in  our  footsteps  that  they  have  a  sacred  responsibility  to  keep 
the  light  of  American  democracy  burning  I)rightlv  as  a  beacon  to  a 
troubled  world. 

The  authors  of  this  history  were  Mr.  Albert  Aiordell,  whose  name 
appears  on  the  title  pages  of  more  than  twenty  volumes,  including  a 
biography  of  John  Greenleaf  Whittier ;  and  Mr.  (ieorge  (jrossman,  a 
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Foreword 


newspaper  man  of  long  ex]ierience  who  very  ably  handled  the  June 
inihlicity  for  the  Committee.  They  have  covered  the  ground  well,  and 
I  commend  this  hook  to  those  seeking  enlightenment  on  the  ])art  that 
Pennsylvania  ])laved  in  celebrating  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  United  States  Constitution. 

As  one  of  the  honorarv  chairmen  of  the  State  Committee,  it  was  my 
privilege  and  ])leasure  to  be  in  active  touch  with  the  Committee's  accom- 
])lishments  from  its  inception.  It  is  therefore  with  first-hand  knowledge 
of  the  tine  work  that  was  done  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Greenfield,  and  his 
assf'Ciates  that  f  sju-ak.  F.specially  do  I  commend  the  dignity  and  effec- 
tiveness with  which  the  details  of  the  many  ceremonies  and  events  were 
executed. 

As  Sui)erintendent  of  l\il)lic  Instruction  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  am  ])roud  of  the  part  that  the  public  school  children  in  our  State 
took  in  the  celebration,  for  I  believe  that  here  was  sown  a  seed  of 
a  better  understanding  and  apjireciation  <if  the  L'nited  States  Con.stitu- ■ 
ti(jn,  which  in  later  \-ears  shcjuld  bear  bountiful  fruit. 

LFSTER  K.  ADE 
December,  1938  Siipcrijitciulcni  uf  Public  Instruction 


Chapter  I 


INTRODUCTION:  I'HE  NEW  INTERPRETA- 
TION OF  THE  CONSTITliTION 

The  program  of  the  I 'enns_\  lv;inia  Con.stitulinii  L  niiimenioratidii  Com- 
mittee was  largely  educational.  The  Committee  sought  to  make  us  look 
anew  to  our  heritage  and  value  it  more  than  ever,  i)articularl\-  since  we 
were  witnessing  the  spectacle  of  certain  European  peoples  heing  deprived 
of  liberty  by  dictators  preparing  for  wars  of  aggression.  The  paramount 
purpose  of  the  celebration  was  to  re-affirm  the  greatness  of  democracy  as 
a  form  of  government  in  answer  to  those  in  Euro|:)e,  and  also  to  those  few 
within  our  own  gates,  who  look  upon  it  as  an  outworn  process  of  govern- 
ment. Another  aim  was  to  prepare  the  young  to  withstand  any  inroads 
upon  our  republican  principles.  In  short,  it  was  to  re-assert  the  doctrines 
of  men  like  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Walt  Whitman,  as  well  as  of  W'ash- 
ington  and  Jefferson,  and  Franklin  and  Madison. 

In  the  celebration  emphasis  was  laid  upon  an  address  by  the  most 
humble  pupil  as  well  as  upon  an  oration  by  the  most  famous  citizen. 
The  lessons  taught  by  the  Constitution  had  to  come  from  the  hearts  of 
the  people  at  large,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  the  young  were  en- 
couraged to  write  essays,  plays  and  speeches. 

The  object  of  the  Constitution  Centennial  Celebration  in  1887  had 
been  to  lay  emphasis  upon  the  commercial  progress  of  the  country.  In 
that  celebration,  therefore,  industrial  floats  abounded  upon  which  were 
contrasted  primitive  and  modern  tools  and  machinery.  The  Nation  fifty 
years  ago  took  pride  in  the  fact  that  it  had  advanced  materially.  In  tlie 
present  celebration  an  attem]3t  was  made  to  organize  a  demonstration 
featuring  industrial  floats  to  portrav  American  progress,  but  the  ])lan 
was  al)andoned  and  the  efforts  of  the  Committee  were  concentrated  u]>on 
educational  and  cultural  values. 

Intellectual  and  uK-ral  progress,  and  promotion  of  social  justice  are 
alsO'  nationally  important.  Our  Constitution  has  been  a  means  of  fur- 
thering such  progress  and  such  justice,  and  it  is  fitting  that  emphasis  be 
laid  upon  its  spiritual  aspect.  The  soul  of  a  nation  is  no  less  important 
than  its  material  resources.  Therefore,  the  Committee  produced  a  cele- 
bration that  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  communitv  the  growing  sense 
of  the  importance  of  cultural  values  as  well  as  of  material  w^elfare. 

The  Committee  was  enal)led  again  to  repeat  the  words  "Lil^erty. 
Equality,  Fraternitv,"  words  whose  significance  never  grows  old.  It 
called  attention  to  the  right  of  the  government  tO'  supervise  the  welfare 
of  all,  as  granted  by  the  Constitution.  It  introduced  a  new  note  in  the 
celebration.  Throughout  the  schools  and  churches  of  this  State  were 
re-echoed  the  phrases  "Bill  of  Rights,"  "equal  opjiortunitv  for  all,"  "care 
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of  unemployed,"  "no  discrimination  because  of  race,  color  or  creed,"  "the 
right  to  work  and  receive  adequate  compensation  therefor,"  "social 
security"  and  other  terms  of  similar  import.  We  were  no  longer  proud 
merely  because  America  gave  the  opportunity  to  some  men  to  accumulate 
fortunes,  but  we  exulted  in  the  fact  that  we  were  cultivating  a  sense  of 
economic  justice,  as  a  result  of  the  administration  of  the  Constitution 
under  a  new  interpretation. 

The  Constitution  has  been  subjected  to  this  new  interpretation  in 
recent  years  by  Justices  like  Oliver  Wendell  I  lolmes,  Benjamin  Nathan 
Cardozo  and  Louis  Brandeis  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
keynote  of  the  celebration  was  set,  moreover,  by  President  Roosevelt  in 
his  proclamation  of  July  4,  1937,*  when  he  said  that  it  was  an  appropriate 
time  to  think  afresh  of  the  founding  of  our  government,  and  to  realize 
that  the  principles  of  our  Constitution  could  guide  us  in  the  future.  This 
note  appears  time  and  time  again  in  the  addresses  of  Governor  George  H. 
Itarle,  Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield  and  other  s])eakers,  who  reiterated  that 
the  Constitution  is  a  fiexible  document,  and  that  the  welfare  clause,  for 
example,  should  be  employed  to  help  advance  a  progressive  government. 

riie  occasion,  therefore,  was  ])articularly  appropriate  for  re-advancing 
the  ])rinciples  of  democracy  as  jjromulgated  by  the  Constitution.  The 
reaction  in  America  to  tyranny  in  many  European  governments  where 
dictatorship  deprived  the  people  of  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy  made  the 
Committee  realize  anew  that  we  should  be  duly  thankful  for  this  great 
instrument.  A  new  faith  was  awakened  in  it,  and  the  people  came  to 
believe  that  thev  had  a  precious  heritage.  Educators,  clergymen  and 
statesmen  in  this  Commonwealth  were  only  too  willing  to  follow  the 
suggestions  and  encouragement  of  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  to  scatter 
again  the  seeds  of  enlightenment,  for  they  themselves  had  become  familiar 
with  the  sowing  of  the  insidious  seeds  of  foreign  propaganda.  Pa- 
rishioners, voters  and  school  children  were  made  to  realize  that  if  they 
remained  true  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  neither  Fascism,  nor 
Nazism,  nor  comnumism  could  make  headway  here. 

In  short,  the  Committee  used  the  Constitution  as  a  weapon  to  combat 
these  three  alien  forms  of  government.  People  of  different  religions,  races 
and  colors,  of  different  political  and  economic  views  have  managed  some- 
how or  other  to  live  in  harmony  in  our  country  because  the  Constitution 
governs  them,  whereas  in  some  European  countries  a  particular  racial 
descent  or  adherence  to  some  ])f)htical  or  economic  view  often  involves 
extreme  punishment. 

In  directing  the  celebration  it  was  not  the  object  of  the  Committee 
merelv  to  discover  trivial  historical  facts  of  importance  only  to  the 
])edant ;  or  to  cast  a  halo  about  our  ancestors  for  no  other  reason  than 
to  satisfy  the  vanity  of  their  descendants ;  or  to  regard  the  Constitution 
itself  as  a  sacrosanct  document  beyond  human  criticism.    Primarily  the 


*A  copy  of  this  prdclaniation  is  printed  in  the  apiiendix. 


The  New  Interpretation  of  the  Constitution 


3 


purpose  was  to  keep  alive  and,  where  necessary  to  rekindle,  the  same 
spirit  of  political,  social  and  economic  justice  that  animated  the  minds  of 
those  who  created  the  Constitution.  Our  State  and  Nation  were  to  he 
reminded  anew  that  beneficial  results  of  the  many  struggles  for  liberty 
in  the  past,  which  became  a  heritage  from  our  forefathers,  should  be 
reclaimed  by  us  and  defended  from  those  who  seek  to  destroy  or  weaken 
them.  The  signers  and  ratifiers  had  profited  from  the  writings  of  Milton 
and  from  the  achievements  of  the  struggle  against  the  Stuarts  in  England 
in  the  seventeenth  century.  They  had  lent  a  hearkening  ear  to  the  sufifer- 
ings  of  the  oppressed  as  voiced  by  the  great  writers  of  France  against 
the  Bourbons  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Books  of  the  great  liberal  politi- 
cal writers,  Locke  and  Montesquieu,  had  influenced  the  signers  and 
ratifiers.  It  was  the  spirit  of  liberal  and  progressive  democracy,  with 
equal  privilege  for  all  and  .s]iecial  privilege  for  none  that  permeated  the 
Constitution.  It  was  with  this  fact  in  mind  that  the  Committee  planned 
its  ceremonies. 

New  interest  was  taken  in  the  cimnection  between  democracy  and 
education.  The  education  possible  under  our  Constitutir)n  allows  great 
latitude  and  is  not  confined  to  advancing  any  particular  political  or  eco- 
nomic view,  or  the  suppression  of  views  antagonistic  to  those  entertained 
by  men  at  the  head  of  a  central  government  as  in  Fascist,  Communist  and 
Nazi  countries. 

In  an  address,  "The  Fine  Art  of  Living  Together,"  delivered  by  Dr. 
I^ester  K.  Ade,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Soldiers'  Orphans  School,  in  Scotland.  Franklin  County,  on  October  19, 
1937,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Franklin  County  Teachers'  Institute,  he  said  : 

"Democracy  protests  artificial  inequalities  produced  by  arti- 
ficial social  distinctions.  However,  it  is  always  ready  to  recognize 
distinctions  based  on  individual  merit.  Dififerent  services  war- 
rant dif¥erent  rewards.  The  familiar  statement  that  all  men  are 
created  equal  has  particular  reference  to  political  equality  and 
declares  in  effect  that  free  born  adults  are  entitled  to  equality 
before  the  law,  not  necessarilv  including  the  rights  of  franchise 
or  office  holding. 

"Nothing  can  exist  without  the  recognition  of  its  opposite, 
for  if  the  opposite  is  altogether  destroyed,  the  thing  itself  dies. 
In  the  ideal  social  order  no  majority  vote  is  taken,  for  here  objec- 
tions of  minority  groups  are  respected.  In  such  an  understand- 
ing society,  the  barriers  to  harmonize  social  relations  are  broken 
down.  The  leader  by  courage  and  open-mindedness,  banishes 
ignorance  and  fear  and  maintains  an  emotional  contact  with  op- 
ponents that  makes  it  possible  for  him  to  confess  his  errors  with- 
out losing  the  confidence  of  his  followers.  From  the  power  to 
face  failures  sanel_\-  come  strength  of  character  and  reasoned 
outlook  on  life.    In  the  ideal  societv.  individual  non-conformists 
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and  minority  groups  are  not  coerced  unnecessarily,  for  democ- 
racies are  considerate  of  minor  groups ;  unless,  of  course,  they 
threaten  the  main  hrjdy." 

Under  our  C( institution  a  large  measure  of  individualism  is  guaran- 
teed tO'  the  peoi)le,  for  individualism  is  inlier^nt  in  democracy,  hut  tliis 
does  not  mean  that  .so-called  "rugged  individualism"  sliould  permit  a  few 
to  override  the  many  by  economic  ex])loitation. 

Tile  Constitution  jxrmits  a  great  measure  (;f  individualism  in  tlie 
ex])ression  of  economic,  political,  social,  philosophic  and  artistic  views. 
This  right  of  expressirai  was  never  to  be  questioned.  It  is  a  right  which 
has  been  treasured  by  the  people  even  more  than  the  right  to  increase 
their  wealth,  and  it  is  this  essential  (|nab't\-  of  life  that  the  Constitution 
recognizes.  ( )ur  great  American  writers,  particularly  men  like  Emerson 
and  Walt  Whitman,  ex|)ounded  and  defended  in  their  writings  this 
I .liilosoph\'  ol  null N'ldualism. 

( lovernor  h^arle,  in  his  addresses,  particularly  dwelt  on  the  Constitu- 
tion as  an  instrument  to  remedv  economic  conditions,  jiromote  social 
justice,  and  defeat  the  aims  of  the  jirivileged  classes  to  di'rive  unfair 
advantages  over  the  poor  by  an  antii|uated  inter] irelation  of  the  documenl. 
In  no  speech  did  Co\(_'rnor  b'arle  show  himself  so  zealous  a  prc-phet  in 
behalf  of  the  op])rtssed  as  in  thai  delivered  at  Faneuil  Hall,  Boston, 
wlu're  he  had  been  inviti'd  to  speak  on  Sundaw  bebruary  6,  1938,  at  a 
Constitution  celebration.  Tlu'  address  was  lieard  over  a  New  England 
radio  networI<. 

The  conclusion  ol  it  lollows: 

"l^'xcept  on  rare  occasions  through  faulty  and  reactionary  in- 
teqjretaticiis,  our  Constitution  has  been  adequate  and  sufficient  for 
every  emergency  in  our  national  life.  It  has  seen  us  through 
manv  dark  hours  and  troubled  days.  1  am  confident  that  it  can 
and  will  survive  the  even  greater  burdens  which  will  be  ])laced 
u|ion  it  in  the  future  because  of  the  shifting  nature  of  our  national 
economy  and  because  of  our  modern  status  as  a  great  world  power, 
l^ascism  and  communism  can  come  to  this  country  only  if  we  are 
too  obtuse,  too  una];prcciati\e  of  the  soundness  of  our  own  Ameri- 
can svstem  of  g(  A'ernment,  or  too  lacking  in  fundamental  ])atriotism 
to  ap])reciate  and  take  advantage  of  those  fundamental  guarantees 
of  human  freedom  which  our  Constitution  embodies. 

"W  e  must  recognize,  1  believe,  that  the  processes  of  democracy 
involve  complicatefl  checks  and  balances,  and,  therefore,  are  neces- 
sarilv  cumbersome  and  to  some  extent  inefficient.  We  count  that  a 
small  ];rice  to  pay  for  the  liberties  we  enjoy,  ^'et  in  time  of  crisis 
there  is  a  danger  that  the  greater  efiiciency  and  ease  of  operation 
possible  under  dictatorship,  whether  F'ascist  or  Communist,  may 
incline  some  of  our  people  to  take  the  short  cut  and  ho])e  that  the 
dictatorshii)  may  be  dissolved  when  the  crisis  ends.  \Ve  know 
that  such  hope  is  not  justified.    In  every  case  of  dictatorship 
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abroad,  the  people  held  the  same  hope,  and  wlien  the  clouds  had 
cleared  they  discovered  in  every  case  that  they  had  surrendered 
their  liberties." 

This  speech  shows  the  spirit  in  which  the  Pennsylvania  celebration 
as  undertaken  by  the  Committee. 


I 


Chapter  II 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  SESQUICENTENNIAL  CELE- 
BRATION OF  THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION 
IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

Recollections  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  Celehratir.n  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  1887,  at  Philadel- 
phia, have  lingered  long  in  the  minds  of  Americans  generally,  and  gave 
rise  to  hopes  among  Pennsylvanians  that  the  State  government  would 
take  the  initiative  and  engage  in  a  sesquicentennial  observance. 

A  record  of  that  celebration  had  been  left  in  two  volumes  by  the 
Honorable  Hampton  L.  Carson,  Secretary  of  the  Constitution  Centennial 
Celebration,  entitled  Tlic  Hisforv  of  the  C'rlchrafion  aj  the  (hic  lluii- 
drcdth  Anniversary  of  the  Prouiiilgation  of  the  L'onslit iition  of  the 
United  States.  The  fact  that  there  had  been  a  Centennial  commemora- 
tion of  the  Constitution  undoubtedly  prompted  the  Sesquicentennial 
observance.  A  similar  sequence  had  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  sign- 
ing of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  of  which  the  I'entennial  was 
held  in  1876.  and  the  Sesquicentennial  in  1926.  It  is  the  pride  of  Phila- 
delphians  and  i  'ennsylvanians  that  the  greatest  two  documents  in  Ameri- 
can history  were  signed  in  Independence  Hall. 

First  steps  for  the  Pennsylvania  celebration  of  the  Sesquicentennial 
of  the  Constitution  were  taken  by  Governor  Earle.  in  March,  1935,  when 
he  reorganized  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  originally 
created  by  the  (General  Assembly  in  1913.  C)ne  of  the  new  appointees, 
Mr.  Frank  W.  Melvin,  was  made  Chairman,  while  Dr.  Ade,  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  was  an  ex-officio  member  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

After  his  appointment  of  the  Commission.  ( iovernor  I^arle  called  its 
attention  to  the  need  to  commemorate  the  l)irth  of  the  Constitution  two 
years  later. 

Historical  and  patriotic  societies  were  enlisted  in  the  work,  but  activity 
pointing  toward  the  Constitution  commemoration  did  not  begin  until 
October  25  and  26,  1935  when  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  His- 
torical Societies  and  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association,  embracing 
seventy-five  historical  organizations  in  the  State,  among  them,  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Pennsylvania,  met  in  Philadelphia.  At  the  request 
of  the  Historical  Commission,  this  gathering  was  devoted  largely  to  a 
consideration  of  phases  for  the  Constitution  celebration.  The  call  for 
these  sessions  stated  that  they  were  "for  the  purpose  ol  taking  steps  to 
plan  for  a  fitting  celebration  in  the  Commonwealth  of  the  Sesquicen- 
tennial of  the  Signing  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  This  was  the  first 
public  proposal  of  a  Constitution  celebration  bv  anv  State  organizations. 

(7) 
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The  first  session  of  the  conference  was  held  on  Friday,  October  25, 
at  the  Warwick  Hotel,  Seventeenth  and  Locust  Streets.  The  afternoon 
was  devoted  to  re]iorts  from  the  Historical  Societies  "with  special  refer- 
ence t(j  celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Federal  Constitution."  In  the  evening,  at  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  1300  T^ocust  Street,  tlie  topic  of  discussion  was  devoted  to 
"One  Hundred  and  Fifty  ^'ears  of  our  Federal  Constitution."  Hon- 
orable James  M.  Beck  delivered  an  address  entitled  "Our  Develop- 
ing Civilization  and  Constitution"  ;  Mayor  J.  Hampton  Moore  on  "Phila- 
delphia's Part  in  the  Celebration";  and  Mr.  Melvin,  on  "Our  Historical 
Societies'  Part  in  the  Celebration."  (Governor  Farle  was  to  have  spoken 
on  "Pennsylvania's  Part  in  tlie  Celebratii ni,"  ])ut  unable  to  attend,  sent 
the  following  letter : 

"Frank  \V.  Melvin 

"HIS  Pennsylvania  lluilding 

"The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  firm  rock  founda- 
tion upon  which  our  American  orderly  civilization  is  built.  One 
hundred  and  forty-eight  years  of  use  have  both  proved  its  worth 
and  inspired  our  loyalty.  I  join  with  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Historical  Societies  and  other  patriotic  organizations  in  the 
l)elief  that  the  home  State  of  Pennsylvania  should  celebrate  the 
(  )ne  llundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  our 
great  American  Charter  of  Liberties,  and  to  this  end  I  pledge 
my  full  cooperation  as  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"Changing  needs  of  a  complex  industrial  age  may  require 
amendments  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past.  In  Tennyson's  happy 
phrase,  this  is  a  land  where  our  T^"reedom  slowly  broadens  down 
from  precedent  to  precedent.'  I  join  with  you  in  lionoring  the 
immort.'d  labors  of  its  authors." 

Geor(;e  H.  Farle. 

The  next  day,  at  a  luncheon  in  the  Warwick  Hotel,  where  Mr.  Mel- 
vin presided,  one  of  the  topics  of  discussion  was  "Cooperation  between 
the  Schools  and  Historical  Agencies  in  the  State  Celebration."  A  resolu- 
tion, unanimously  accejited,  was  pro])osed  by  Mr.  H.  \V.  Krebhiel,  to 
appoint  a  ])ublicity  committee  to  include  the  ])resident  of  the  Federation 
to  establish  contacts  between  the  Federation  and  the  recently  formed 
United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission  ;  to  collate  ad- 
vance information  respecting  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  the  contemplated  Sesquicentennial  celebration,  and  to  supply  perti- 
nent data  to  the  ]iublic  jiress.  Encouraged  by  the  first  response  to  the 
liistorical  Commission's  ])lans,  Mr.  Melvin,  on  November  29,  1935, 
issued  a  call  for  a  celebration  commemorating  the  "One  Flundred  and 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  born 
in  this  CoinnionwealtlL  to  be  held  in  193,7." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical 
Societies,  was  set  for  January  lO,  1936,  at  Harrisburg,  and  Governor 
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Earle  was  invited  to  be  present.  Tine  Governor  signified  his  desire  to 
cooperate,  and  Mr.  Melvin  wrote  to  him  on  December  11,  1935,  suggest- 
ing that  he  assume  the  leadership  and  join  with  the  Federation  of  His- 
torical Societies  in  arranging  to  celebrate  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  Historical  Societies  on  January  16,  reports  from  throughout  the 
State  indicated  a  wide  demand  for  the  celebration,  and  the  Federation 
then  announced  its  plan  to  cooperate  with  the  P'ennsylvania  Historical 
Commission  in  promoting  a  Pennsylvania  observance. 

Governor  Earle  at  once  set  in  motion  the  processes  by  which  the 
celebration  was  to  become  a  reality. 

In  his  proclamation  for  a  special  session  of  Legislature,  issued  on 
the  twenty-first  of  April,  1936,  he  asked  that  body  to  consider  legisla- 
tion appropriate  for  the  commemoration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Commonwealth 
and  its  citizens. 

A  bill  for  this  purpose  was  introduced  in  the  House  by  Representative 
Blake  B.  Shugarts,  of  Clearfield  County.  It  was  adopted  by  the  House 
and  then  passed  by  the  Senate.  It  authorized  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  through  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  to  arrange 
for  the  participation  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  celebration  of  the  framing, 
signing  and  ratification  by  Pennsylvania,  and  the  final  ado])tion  and  pro- 
mulgation of  the  Constitution.  An  appropriation  of  $12,500  was  made  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  use  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission.  This  act  was  signed  by  the  Governor  on  July 
22,  1936.  (Pamphlet  Laws,  1936,  pages  70-71.  )* 

The  act  provided,  so  far,  only  for  the  appointment  of  committees 
and  for  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Constitution  Commission 
or  other  authorized  committees,  including  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Historical  Societies. 

By  special  proclamation,  August  1,  1936.*  Governor  Earle  fixed  the 
years  1937,  1938  and  1939,  as  the  period  for  state-wide  commemoration 
of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  He  particularlv  designated  four 
dates  for  State  celebrations:  September  17,  1937,  the  anniversary  of  the 
day  on  which  the  Constitution  was  signed  in  Philadelphia ;  December 
12,  1937,  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  ratified  the  Constitution;  June  21,  1938,  the  anniversary 
of  the  day  on  which  the  ratification  by  the  ninth  State  insured  the  final 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  and  April  30,  1939,  the  anniversary  of 
the  inauguration  of  George  Washington  as  the  first  President  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Constitution.  The  purpose  of  the  celebration 
was  clearly  stated  by  the  Governor  in  his  proclamation.  He  called  upon 
the  citizens  to  give  their  loyal  interest  and  support  to  local  demonstra- 
tions, "to  the  end  that  from  this  period  of  commemoration  may  come  a 
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renewed  confidence  in  the  vital  strength  f)f  (lur  Repuhlic  and  a  firm 
faith  in  its  continuing  greatness  and  enlightenment." 

The  Governor's  proclamation  received  wide  publicity  on  September 
17,  1936,  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-Ninth  Anniversary  of  the  signing 
of  the  Constitution.  Copies  were  sent  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  State.  They  were  posted  in  schools  and  post  offices,  public  build- 
ings and  court  houses,  and  read  in  the  churches.  The  Historical  Com- 
mission distri])uted  aj >] )r( iximately  thirty-six  thousand  copies  of  this 
proclamation. 

On  January  24,  1937,  Governor  l^arle  appointed  Mr.  Albert  M. 
Greenfield  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  arrange  further  participa- 
tion by  the  wState  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  commemoration  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  hedcration  of  llistorical 
Societies  on  February  28,  1937,  Mr.  Melvin  spoke  again  on  the  subject 
of  the  forthcoming  Constitution  celebration.  Soon  thereafter  the  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Commission  drafted  and  recommended  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  General  Assembly  of  1937,  the  passage  of  the  two 
bills,  one  ])roviding  for  the  creation  of  a  legal  holiday  on  September 
17.  1937,  and  another  for  an  appro])riation  for  the  celebration.  The 
first  bill  was  introduced  by  State  Senator  Warren  R.  Roberts,  of  North- 
ampton County,  later  Auditor  General,  and  was  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor on  May  26,  1937.*  The  second  bill,  which  became  Act  No.  543, 
was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Plonorable  Plerbert 
B.  Cohen,  of  York,  and  in  the  Senate  by  Honorable  Israel  Stiefel,  of 
Philadelphia.  This  second  liill  was  a  su]i])lement  to  the  Act  of  July  22, 
1936,  which  had  given  the  Dei)artment  of  l'ul)lic  Instruction,  through  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  the  right  to  arrange  for  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  State  in  the  celebration  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Melvin  had  written  prexionslv  to  tlie  various  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  Senate  concerning  the  ])ro])osed  legislation.  Mr.  H.  Ennis 
Jones,  .\ssistant  to  Mr.  Greenfield,  called  the  attention  of  legislators 
to  tlie  need  for  a  sufficiently  large  appro]M-iation  to  insiu'e  a  celebration 
worthy  of  tlie  Commonwealth,  and  the  Legislature  finally  passed  the 
bill  with  an  appropriation  of  $100,000.  The  bill  was  signed  bv  the  Gov- 
ernor on  July  2,  1937,  (Pamphlet  Laws,  1937,  pages  2700-2702),*  in 
Indeiiendence  Hall  on  the  de.sk  used  l)v  (ieorge  Washington  during  tire 
Federal  Convention  of  1787.  Among  those  present  when  the  Governor 
signed  this  bill  were  Plonorable  S.  Davis  Wilson,  Mayor  of  Philadelphia: 
Mr.  .\lbert  ]M.  Greenfield;  Mr.  John  B.  Kelly,  former  State  Secretary 
of  Revenue;  Mrs.  George  H.  Earle,  wife  of  the  (Jovernor  ;  Mr.  Melvin. 
and  Mr.  Jones. 

Several  hundred  ]iersons  gathered  in  lnde])endence  1  lall  to  witness 
tlie  signing  of  the  liill.  which  provided  that  the  celebration  shouM 
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include  the  organization  and  oi)eration  of  jjageants,  parades  and  oraticjns, 
the  organization,  operating  and  conducting  of  essay  and  oratorical 
contests  in  the  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  awards  of  prizes, 
medals  and  certificates  and  the  dedication  of  memorials  and  historical 
markers. 

"Pennsylvania  is  deeply  aware  of  its  historical  inheritance,  its 
special  relationshij)  to  the  hirth  of  our  American  Ci institution," 
said  the  Governor  as  he  signed  the  bill. 

He  further  declared  : 

"In  these  very  rooms  the  men  walked  and  talked  and  wrote, 
whose  genius  created  our  charter  of  Government. 

"It  is  fitting  that  Pennsylvania  should  be  host  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  later  to  the  descendants,  spiritually  and  actually,  of 
those  sincere  and  farseeing  authors  of  our  liberties. 

"As  G(jvernor  of  this  Commonwealth,  it  is  an  honor  for  me 
to  sign  this  bill  passed  by  the  (jeneral  Assembly  setting  aside  a 
fund  to  make  possible  the  proper  demonstration  of  our  respect  and 
devotion  to  those  principles  of  Government  established  for  all  time 
by  a  self-governing  group  of  free  and  independent  citizens  in 
1787." 

The  Governor,  in  signing  the  bill,  used  several  cjuills  and,  after 
affixing  his  signature,  presented  them  to  Mrs.  Earle,  Mr.  Greenfield, 
the  Mayor,  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Melvin. 

It  was  appropriate  that  Governor  Earle  was  the  signer  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  honoring  of  the  Constitution  by  the  State,  for  he  was  a 
descendant  of  a  man  who  was  a  militant  believer  in  the  principles  of 
democratic  government.  11  is  great  grandfather,  Thomas  Earle,  a  Phila- 
delphia lawyer,  had  in  the  thirties  of  the  last  century  properly  concluded 
that  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  of  1790  was  not  democratic  enough, 
and  had  determined  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  efi^'ect  the  acceptance  of  a 
more  democratic  Constitution.  The  Constitution  of  1790  had  not  been 
subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  populace  in  its  drafting  or  adoption. 
Thomas  Earle  edited  a  periodical  in  which  he  fought  for  more  demo- 
cratic principles  in  a  new  State  Constitution,  among  them  the  election 
of  judges  bv  the  people.  He  became  known  as  the  "Father  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  18,^7"  and  was  chosen  a  delegate,  taking  part 
in  its  debates.  The  Constitution  of  1838  was  partly  his  creation. 

Governor  Earle,  whole-heartedly  entering  into  the  celebration,  had 
directed  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Edward  W.  Prendergast,  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  have  the  bill  adopted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  a]:)propriation  of  money  for  the  Constitutional  celebration. 
The  Governor's  encouragement  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  brought  about 
the  Pennsylvania  Con.stitution  Commemoration  Cf)mmittee,  and  in  a 
sense  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  "Father  of  the  Constitutional 
Celebration"  of  1937-1938  in  Pennsylvania. 
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Congressmen  Sol  Bloom,  from  New  York,  and  James  M.  Beck,  from 
Pennsylvania,  had  sponsored  the  resolution  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  Constitution 
Sesquicentennial  Commission. 

The  Commission  distributed  literature  in  and  established  contact  with 
practically  every  community  in  the  country,  and  it  was  in  a  large  measure 
due  to  its  contributions  that  patriotic  citizens  brought  about  celebrations 
in  many  States. 

The  Joint  Resolution,  "Providing  for  the  preparation  and  completion 
of  plans  for  a  comprehensive  observance  of  the  One  llundred  and  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
was  approved  on  August  23,  1935.  The  purpose  of  the  celebration  was 
"to  create  a  quickening  interest  in  the  Constitution  and  its  essential 
relation  to  the  history  of  the  Nation." 

The  Commissif)n  was  composed  of  eighteen  members,  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  the  Chairman.  The  other  members 
consisted  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  five  Senators,  five  Representatives,  and 
five  persons  appointed  by  the  President.  Mr.  Bloom  was  chosen  Direc- 
tor General. 

On  February  1,  1936,  the  Commission  presented  to  Congress  com- 
prehensive plans  for  the  celebration,  and  the  next  month,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  full  Commission  at  the  White  House,  with  President  Roosevelt 
presiding,  approval  was  given  to  their  report. 

President  Roosevelt,  by  his  proclamation  on  July  4,  1937,  desig- 
nated the  period  from  September  17,  1937,  to  April  20,  1939,  for  the 
commemoration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
signing  and  ratification  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  inauguration  of 
the  first  President  under  that  Constitution.  President  Roosevelt  empha- 
sized the  spirit  which  motivated  the  celebration  in  these  words  : 

"We  shall  recognize  that  the  Constitution  is  an  enduring 
instrument  fit  for  the  governing  of  the  far-flung  population  of 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  million,  engaged  in  diverse  and 
varied  pursuits,  even  as  it  was  fit  for  the  governing  of  a  small 
agrarian  nation  of  less  than  four  million." 


Chapter  III 


GOVERNOR  EARLE  APPOINTS  THE  CHAIR- 
MAN OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

On  January  24,  1937,  at  the  insistence  of  Governor  Earle,  Mr.  Albert 
M.  Greenfield,  of  Philadelphia,  accepted  appointment  as  Chairman  of 
the  State  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  celebration  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Adoption 
of  the  United  States  Constitution. 

Mr.  Greenfield's  life  and  career  made  Governor  Earle's  selection 
peculiarly  fitting  and  appropriate.  It  t3'pifies  the  ojjportunities  that  tlie 
American  Constitution  creates  and  protects.  Though  born  abroad,  Mr. 
Greenfield  was  brought  to  Philadelphia  by  his  parents  before  he  was  three 
and  received  the  benefit  of  an  education  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

At  an  early  age,  he  manifested  a  livelv  interest  in  public  aiiairs 
and  in  civic  activities  which  has  continued  throughout  his  life.  Pie  was 
by  election  a  member  of  the  old  City  Council  of  Philadelphia  for  two 
years  from  1918,  but  since  that  time  has  held  no  public  ofiice.  Besides 
building  up  a  business  with  wide  ramifications  he  has  frequently  been 
called  upon  and  has  accepted  the  burden  of  aiding  in  the  rehabilitation 
of  business  institutions  of  merit  in  the  community  and  assisting  in  or- 
ganizing public  support  for  charitable  institutions  and  organizations  and 
for  civic  movements  of  consequence  to  Philadelphia  and  to  Pennsylvania. 

For  many  years,  in  his  capacity  as  a  Director  of  the  Philadelphia 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Chairman  of  its  Convention  and  Tourists 
Committee,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  attracting  to  Philadelphia  indus- 
tries, exhibitions  and  conventions  which  would  keep  the  name  of  Phila- 
delphia prominently  before  the  world.  This  activity  led  him  to  become 
a  Director  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Sesquicenten- 
nial  International  Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in  1926,  and  also  inspired 
him  to  organize  the  cooperative  efifort  of  all  the  leading  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  who  under  his  leadership  won  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  of  1936  for  Philadelphia  against  the  active  competition  of 
other  great  cities  of  the  country. 

From  1927  for  several  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  organizers 
and  supporters  of  the  Philadelphia  Business  Progress  Association  created 
for  the  express  purpose  of  advertising  and  bringing  industries  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

Since  1926  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
City  Trusts  which  by  law  acts  as  trustee  under  the  will  of  Stephen 
Girard  and  administers  one  of  the  largest  aggregations  of  civic  trust 
funds  in  the  world.  The  Philadelphia  Board  of  City  Trusts  is  noted  for 
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the  wise  husbandry  with  which  it  is  building  up  and  multiplying  the 
principal  and  income  of  the  funds  under  its  control  and  constantly 
mcreasing  tlu'  benelits  which  it  is  able  to  confer  on  the  beneficiaries 
designated  in  the  \arious  trusts  it  administers.  In  this  capacity,  A'Ir. 
(jreenfield  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Admission,  Discipline  and 
Discharge  of  (iirard  College,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  ]5oard  of  Trus- 
tees of  a  large  educational  institution. 

Always  active  in  movements  and  institutions  which  recognize  the 
importance  in  modern  life  of  the  religious  motive  regardless  of  creed, 
Mr.  (ireenfield  has  su])i)orte(l  both  denominational  and  non-denomina- 
tional, educational  and  welfare  institutions.  He  is  a  director  of  the  b'eder- 
ation  of  Jewish  Charities;  of  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  of  Philadelphia;  a 
trustee  and  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Temple  University  ; 
and  his  services  to  Catholic  Charities  in  the  Diocese  of  Philadelphia  were 
recognized  in  1929  l)y  His  lloliiiess  Po])e  l^ius  XI,  who  conferred  upon 
him  the  decoration  of  Commamler  in  the  Order  of  I'ius  IX.  Mr.  Green- 
field also  served  as  chairman  of  fund  drives  for  the  Mercy  Hospital 
and  School  of  Nursing,  a  Negro  instituti( ju.  and  for  the  Hureau  of 
Colored  Children. 

In  acce]3ting  the  CiO\'ernor"s  a])])ointnu'nt  at  a  time  \\hen  the  ])ressurc 
of  i^rivate  business  was  alreadv  undermining  his  health,  Mr.  Green- 
field said  : 

"Like  all  the  foreign-born  who  have  been  permitted  the  price- 
less ])rivilege  of  American  Citizenship  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  I  am  ready  to  render  any  service  in  any  capacitv  that 
my  Commonwealth  and  my  Country  may  ask  of  me." 

Federal  Judge  Albert  W.  Johnson,  former  National  President  of 
the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  addressed  a  communication 
to  Governor  Earle,  commending  the  appointment  of  Mr.  (Greenfield  as 
Chairman  of  the  Commemoration  Comnn'ssion.  Judge  Johnson  wrote; 

"May  I  congratulate  you  on  vour  a] >] m lintment  of  Mr.  Albert 
M.  Greenfield  of  F'hiladelphia,  Chairman  of  the  Commission  tO' 
arrange  for  the  Pennsylvania's  partici]:)ation  in  the  celebration  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  y\nniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  and  his  acceptance  of  his  appointment. 

"As  a  lifelong  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  and  as  past  State  Presi- 
dent and  ]iast  National  President  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  J  am  dee])ly  interested  in  the  successful  celebration  of 
this  anniver.sar\-  of  our  Federal  Constitution. 

"^'ou  could  not  have  made  a  better  a])pointment.  Mr.  Green- 
field is  an  outstanding  leader  and  has  exceptional  abilitv  and  ex- 
perience as  an  organizer.  1  le  is  thor(;ughlv  acquainted  with  Penn- 
svlvania  and  especiallv  with  Pliilade]]>hia,  where  the  Constitutional 
Convention  was  held." 

The  hi>tor\-  win'ch  follows  testifies  to  the  activitv  and  thoroughness 
with  which  Mr.  Greenfield  organized,  planned  and  executed  the  Con- 
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stitution  Celebration  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  The  keynote 
which  he  struck  from  the  beginning  and  the  plane  on  which  he  main- 
tained the  activities  of  the  Committee  throughout  were  high  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  finest  ideals  of  the  Constitution  and  the  progressive 
interpretation  of  its  mandates  in  the  modern  age. 


Chapter  IV 


THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  INAUGURATES 
ITS  CELEBRATION 

Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  legislation  providing  for  the  celebra- 
tion by  the  Commonwealth,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  other  communi- 
ties in  the  State  organized  local  observances.  The  first  event  of  the  observ- 
ance in  Philadelphia,  held  in  Independence  Hall,  May  14,  1937.  included 
the  display  of  an  original  draft  of  the  Constitution  by  James  Wilson,  one 
of  the  signers.  It  had  been  loaned  by  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  had  been  insured  for  half  a  million  dollars. 

Speaking  on  this  occasion.  Mayor  S.  Davis  Wilson  called  upon  the 
Nation  to  rededicate  itself  to  allegiance  to  the  Constitution. 

"Today."  he  said,  "in  a  world  held  in  the  grip  of  doubt  and 
confusion,  where  new  forms  of  Government  rise  and  others  go 
down,  where  liberties  once  dearly  won  are  swept  away,  creating 
strong  and  often  violent  differences  of  oi^inion  which  are  reflected 
in  our  own  country  in  complicated  industrial  and  economic  condi- 
tions, we  may  be  especially  thankful  for  the  stalwart  anchor — the 
Constitution — which  fastens  us  securely  to  our  moorings. 

"My  conhdence.  therefore,  does  not  waver.  Whatever  be  the 
stress  and  storm  Americans  may  face  today  or  tomorrow  in  the 
economic  struggle  to  gain  security  and  well-being,  I  believe  that 
we  shall  all  retain  an  irresistible  desire  to  uphold  and  make  even 
more  enduring  the  system  of  government  and  the  modes  of  life 
which  we  found  in  trial  over  the  years  to  be  so  unicjuely  and  dis- 
tinctly American." 

Following  his  address,  the  Mayor  walked  to  the  central  hall  where 
the  Liberty  Bell  reposes  in  state,  and  with  a  gavel  brought  to  him  by 
Boy  Scouts  in  relays  from  Valley  l'"orge.  tapju'd  the  bell  thirteen  times, 
once  for  each  Original  State. 

Chief  Justice  John  W.  Kephart.  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court, 
another  speaker,  said : 

"The  Constituti(  m  nuist  not  be  considered  a  dead  instrument, 
with  the  inert  hand  of  the  past  reaching  into  the  future,  pressing 
hard  to  impede  progress  and  thwart  advancement.  It  is  a  living 
instrument,  growing  witli  time  and  extending  its  beneficent  influ- 
ences into  a  changing  world  so  that  we.  who  live  under  it.  may 
partake  of  its  blessings. 

"It  must  not  be  restrained  nor  restricted  by  rigid  and  unyield- 
ing shackles  of  interpretation,  Init  must  be  left  free  by  the  tolerant 
interpretation  that  its  framers  intended  for  it,  so  that  its  inspiring- 
purpose  may  continue  to  be  fulfilled." 
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(jovernor  Eaiie  also  had  been  scheduled  to  speak,  but  had  been  de- 
tained in  Pittsburgh.  Justice  H.  Edgar  Barnes,  as  the  Governor's  repre- 
sentative, read  his  address,  in  which  he  said,  in  part : 

"As  Chief  Executive  of  the  Commonwealth  I  am  proud  to  call 
attention  to  the  services  of  Pennsylvania's  eight  distinguished  sons, 
who  during  the  summer  of  1787,  at  the  old  State  Idouse  of  Penn- 
sylvania, now  known  as  the  Hall  of  Independence,  joined  in  Con- 
vention with  the  representatives  of  the  other  sovereign  States 
in  the  labors  of  those  troubled  weeks.  Pennsylvania  does  honor 
to  those  men — the  aged  Franklin,  renowned  as  a  diplomat  and 
schooled  in  the  arts  of  government ;  Robert  Morris,  financier  and 
man  of  affairs :  James  Wilson,  a  great  lawyer ;  Gouverneur  Mor- 
ris, who  was  largel}'  responsible  for  the  final  draft  of  the  docu- 
ment ;  Tared  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Adifflin,  George  Clymer,  and 
Thomas  FitzSimons. 

"This  Commonwealth  not  only  contril)utt'(I  its  best  thouglit 
to  the  framing  of  the  new  Constitution;  it  was  also  one  of  the 
most  active  and  energetic  in  securing  its  a])proval,  and  was  itself 
the  second  state  to  ratify. 

"It  is  my  high  privilege,  as  Chief  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth, to  invite  all  the  Nation,  and  all  the  world,  to  join  with  us 
in  this  momentous  celebration,  and  to  visit  those  historic  shrines 
of  human  libertv  where  our  great  charter  of  democratic  govern- 
ment was  born." 

The  ( iovernor  later  tliat  day  ])roadcast  the  speech  from  a  Pittsburgh 
radio  station. 

In  June,  l''o7.  from  the  sixteenth  to  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Greenfield 
participated  in  further  events  of  the  Philadelphia  celebration,  wln'ch  was 
financed  by  municipal  funds  and  ]:)rivate  contributions. 

Features  of  the  celebration  included  an  exhibition  in  the  Free  Liljrary 
on  the  Parkway  of  a  collection  of  Constitutional  material  loaned  by  Dr. 
A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  noted  bibliophile,  and  exhibits  at  the  Flistorical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Art  Museum,  and  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  exhibit  at  the  University  consisted  of  material  concerning 
Benjamin  Franklin  and  James  Wilson. 

On  June  16,  in  the  Eels  Planetarium  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  a 
reproduction  of  the  starry  heavens  of  June,  1787,  was  shown,  akjng  with  a 
dramatization  of  the  Federal  Convention  bv  Mr.  Julian  P.  Boyd,  Plisto- 
rian  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Each  day,  the  City  Com- 
mittee held  a  celebration  of  some  kind,  the  most  notable  being  that  of 
"Bo,ston  Day,"  on  June  17,  the  One  Flundred  and  Sixty-Second  Anni- 
versary of  the  Battle  of  liunker  Hill. 

There  was  a  "Youth  Day,"  June  19,  a  "Citizenship  Day,"  June  23, 
and  a  "Dixie  Day,"  June  24.  An  event  which  attracted  considerable 
attention  was  that  of  June  25,  when  a  Iiistorical  pageant  was  ]iresented 
in  hdfreth's  Alley,  (Cherry  Street),  between  Second  and  Front  Streets, 
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on  which  are  located  more  old  Colonial  houses  than  on  an_\-  other  street 
in  Philadelphia.  The  pageant.  ''Windows  of  Old  Philadelphia  in  Elfreth's 
Alley,"  depicted  picturesque  and  dramatic  scenes  of  Constitutional  Days 
of  1787,  and  it  ^\•as  repeated  on  the  following  day. 

On  SundaA'  evening,  June  27.  there  was  a  river  pageant  on  the 
Schuylkill,  south  of  the  Girard  Avenue  Bridge.  The  Pennsylvania  Con- 
stitution Commemoration  Committee  later  appropriated  about  $2,000 
to  defray  its  cost  and  thus  was  its  sponsor.  This  was  the  hrst  event  in 
which  the  State  Committee  took  part.  The  ri\er  pageant  was  known  as 
"Constitution  Night,"  and  was  presented  by  the  Schuylkill  Navy,  of 
which  ^Ir.  John  B.  Kelly  was  Commodore.  The  pageant  pictured  the 
signing  of  the  Constitution  in  Indejiendence  Hall  and  was  presented  on 
a  spotlighted  barge.  Governor  Earle  was  among  the  spectators. 

One  hundred  oarsmen  participated  in  the  review  of  the  Schuylkill 
Navy  which  opened  the  program  after  Mayor  Wilson  had  been  rowed 
to  the  reviewing  stand  in  a  barge  commanded  by  Commodore  Kelly, 
while  cannons  roared  a  welcome.  The  crew  of  the  barge  were  former 
Olympic  champions  and  members  of  past  United  States  Olympic  rowing 
teams.  Commodore  Kelly  had  been  an  Olympic  sculling  champion  in 
1920  and  1924  and  in  his  honor  the  re\'iew  was  led  by  his  ten-year-old 
son.  Jack  Kelly. 

In  addition  to  a  beautiful  fireworks  display  en  the  river,  there  were 
various  activities,  including  scull  I'acing,  fancy  diving,  clown  diving, 
surf-board  stunts  and  log  rolling.  One  of  the  most  novel  of  the  attrac- 
tions was  the  war  canoe  of  the  Philadelphia  Canoe  Club — a  craft  thirty 
feet  long,  manned  by  sixteen  paddlers.  each  paddle  anfl  man  being 
illuminated.  The  entire  river  was  illuminated  by  the  United  States 
Army  Signal  Corps.  Powerful  searchlights  used  for  anti-aircraft  defense 
were  employed  for  this  purpose  and  produced  fantastic  and  beautiful 
effects.  There  was  a  sevent}--piece  band  from  the  Federal  Music  Project. 
Addresses  were  delivered  by  various  officials  including  the  Mayor  and 
the  Governor. 

The  June  celebration  in  Philadelphia  closed  on  Wednesday,  the 
twentv-eighth.  with  a  reception  by  Mayor  W^ilson  to  the  hostesses  of  the 
Women's  Committee,  who  had  served  at  Independence  Hall,  the  historic 
houses  in  Fairmount  Park,  and  in  the  mid-city  information  booths  during 
the  observance.  The  city  also  engaged  in  some  other  celebrations  in  the 
early  part  of  July.  In  the  latter  part  of  that  month  the  State  Committee, 
having  now  received  its  appropriation,  began  to  function. 


Chapter  V 


THE  STATE  COMMITTEE  IN  ACTION 

On  July  26,  1937,  the  State  Committee  engaged  a  suite  of  offices 
on  the  sixteenth  floor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Building  at  Fifteenth  and 
Chestnut  Streets,  in  Philadelphia.  In  a  statement  issued  to  the  press 
on  July  31,  ^^Ir.  Greenfield  outlined  the  purposes  and  the  scope  of  the 
celehration,  and  announced  that  the  executive  oftices  of  the  Committee 
would  be  opened  on  August  2,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Building. 

"There  will  be  an  appropriate  celebration  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  z'\merica,  as  authorized  by  the  State  Legisla- 
ture upon  recommendation  by  the  Governor,"  Mr.  Greenfield  said. 
"The  Commemoration  ceremonies  will  be  state-wide.  The  general 
committee  arranging  the  various  events  will  be  representative  of 
all  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  It  will  be  truly  a  celebration  of 
all  the  people. 

"We  shall  coordinate  our  1937-38  activities  with  the  United 
States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission,  with  similar 
commemoration  exercises  by  other  States,  and  assist  in  the  ob- 
servance planned  by  hundreds  of  communities  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  Pennsylvania's  participation  in  the  commemo- 
ration will  be  particularly  active  and  significant  because  of  the 
leading  part  played  by  this  Commonwealth  in  the  original  draft- 
ing and  ratification  of  the  Constitution." 

The  honorary  chairmen  of  the  Constitution  Commemoration  Com- 
mittee, in  addition  to  the  Governor,  were  Chief  Justice  Kephart.  ^Nlavor 
Wilson,  and  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade.  The  honorary  vice-chairmen  were 
Lieutenant  Governor  Thomas  Kennedy,  the  Honorable  Harvey  Huff- 
man, president  pro  tem  of  the  State  Senate,  Speaker  of  the  State  House 
of  Representatives  Ro}-  E.  Furman,  and  Mr.  Melvin.  Mrs.  Emma 
Guf¥ey  Miller  was  appointed  chairman  of  women's  activities.  Mr.  H. 
Ennis  Jones  was  chosen  assistant  to  the  State  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Frank 
L.  Devine  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Committee. 

At  the  request  of  the  State  Chairman,  the  Governor,  before  leaving 
for  a  visit  to  Europe  in  August,  1937,  sent  out  invitations  to  fifteen 
hundred  leading  citizens  in  the  State,  a,sking  them  to  serve  as  members 
of  the  Penns}'lvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee.  Among 
them  were  men  and  women  distinguished  in  all  walks  of  life ;  mavors, 
judges,  members  of  the  State  Legislature,  State  officials,  clergymen, 
teachers,  prominent  business  men  :  people  of  every  race,  creed  and  part\-. 
Most  accepted  the  Governor's  invitation,  and  by  the  time  the  Constitution 
Committee  held  its  major  activities  in  June  of  the  following  vear,  the 
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THE  HONORARY  CHAIRMEN 
Chief  Justice  John  W.  Kephart,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  top; 
Honorable    Lester   K.    Ade,    Superintendent   of   Public   Instruction,    center;  and 
Honorable  S.  Davis  Wilson,  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  lower. 
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OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


Honorable  Thomas  Kennedy,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  upper 
left;  Honorable  Harvey  Huffman,  upp)er  right;  Mrs.  George  H.  Earle,  left  center; 
Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller,  right  center;  Honorable  Roy  E.  Furman,  lower  left;  and 
Mr.  Frank  W.  Melvin,  lower  right. 
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membership  of  the  Cdniniitlee  had  been  increased  to  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-three. 

The  responses  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor  were  prompt  and  enthu- 
siastic, and  were  received  before  the  end  of  August.  They  were  classified 
alphabetically,  and  placed  in  the  files,  forming  one  of  the  best  collections 
of  autographs  in  the  State. 

During  the  early  part  of  August,  Mr.  Cireenfield  formed  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  appointed  to  it  twelve  distinguished  Philadelphians. 
These  were :  Dr.  Charles  E.  Beury,  President  of  Temple  University ; 
Mrs.  Edward  Browning,  Congressman  Frank  J.  G.  Dorsey,  Dr.  Thomas 
S.  Gates,  President  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Dr.  Herbert  F. 
Goodrich.  Dean  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Law  School;  Mr. 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr.,  Judge  Harry  E.  Kalodner.  Mr.  John  B.  Kelly, 
Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer,  Mr.  John  A.  McCarthy,  Mr.  Frank  W.  Melvin, 
and  Judge  Frank  Smith. 

From  other  parts  of  the  State  Mr.  Greenfield  named  to  the  Executive 
Committee  Mrs.  George  H.  Earle,  Mr.  Charles  H.  English,  of  Erie: 
Hon.  Arthur  W.  Howe,  of  Harrisburg,  State  Secretary  of  Welfare ;  Mr. 
S.  Forry  Laucks,  of  \'ork ;  Hon.  David  L.  Lawrence,  of  Pittsburgh,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth ;  Mr.  Edward  J.  Lynett,  of  Scranton ;  Mr. 
\^ance  C.  McCormick,  of  Harrisburg;  Mrs.  Robert  McLean,  of  Fort 
Washington;  Mr.  Matthew  H.  McCloskey,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Emma  Guffev 
Miller,  State  Senator  G.  Mason  Owlett,  of  Weilsboro ;  and  Mr.  Edward 
W.  Prendergast,  the  Secretary  to  the  Governor. 

Meanwhile  the  headquarters  personnel  was  chosen,  and  this  included 
several  stenographers  and  typists  and  a  publicity  department. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Building  on  August  12,  1937,  at  11  : 00  A.  M..  with  Mr. 
Greenfield  presiding.  The  following  members  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee were  present:  Mr.  Edward  Hoijkinson,  Jr..  Mr.  John  B.  Kelly.  Mrs. 
Gustav  Ketterer.  Mr.  Edward  W.  Prendergast,  Mr.  John  A.  McKinney, 
representing  Hon.  Arthur  W.  Flowe,  and  Joseph  F.  Van  Horn,  Esq., 
representing  Mr.  Frank  W.  Melvin.  Also  present  were  Mr.  H.  Ennis 
Jones  and  Mr.  Frank  L.  Devine. 

Mr.  Greenfield  outlined  the  arrangements  made  for  the  personnel 
and,  upon  a  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  these  were  accepted.  He 
stated  that  invitations  had  been  extended  to  three  religious  denominations 
— Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish — to  participate  in  religious  ob- 
servances on  September  12.  1937.  Mr.  (ireenfield  further  announced  that 
the  LTnited  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission  had  sug- 
gested the  State  Committee  cooperate  in  the  decoration  of  graves  in 
Pennsylvania  of  delegates  to  the  Federal  Constitution  Convention  of 
1787,  and  added  that  a  celebration  lasting  several  days,  ending  December 
12,  was  planned  to  commemorate  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  Pennsylvania  in  1787. 
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Mr.  Greenfield  announced  also  that  a  plan  had  been  submitted  by 
Dr.  Ade  for  a  series  of  essay  contests  among  high  school  pupils,  college 
students  arid  teachers  of  history  in  colleges  and  high  schools  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  subjects  appropriate  to  the  commemoration.  The  meeting  ad- 
journed after  deciding  to  proceed  on  the  plans  outlined  by  the  Chairman. 

The  publicity  department  began  to  function  immediately,  and  through 
it,  the  Committee  informed  the  public  of  little  known  facts  in  connection 
with  the  framing  and  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and  the  part  Penn- 
sylvania and  Pennsylvanians  played  in  its  establishment.  It  called  atten- 
tion, for  example,  to  the  heretof(;re  almost  forgotten  Pelatiah  Webster, 
preacher,  i;ul)licist  and  economist,  who  liad  C(.ntrilmted  to  the  structural 
framework  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Constitution  Celebration  Committee  of  Philadelphia,  through 
Mayor  Wilson,  in  the  early  part  of  August  asked  the  cooperation  of  the 
State  Committee  in  l)r(iaclening  the  scope  of  the  Constitution  observances 
leading  to  the  closing  of  the  celebration  in  the  city  in  Sei^tember. 
Mayor  Wilson  said  that  by  joint  endeavor  of  the  active  groups  and  oper- 
ating staffs  of  the  City  and  State  Committees  all  would  "be  able  to  inten- 
sify the  widespread  activities,  tell  the  complete  story  and  bring  home  to 
all  the  people  the  historic  significance  of  the  Constitution — the  signing, 
ratification  and  adoptioiL" 

Tlie  State  Cummittee  began  collaborating  with  the  Philadelphia 
Committee,  which  was  headed  l)v  Judge  h'rank  Smith,  about  the  middle 
of  August,  and  representatives  of  each  grou]^  met  to  decide  on  final  details 
of  the  program  for  the  week  beginning  Se]3tember  10.  Mr.  Devine  and 
Mr.  Jones  conferred  with  Mr.  M.  Joseph  McCosker,  the  Mayor's  per- 
sonal secretary,  and  Mr.  Woodrow  Wilson,  the  Mayor's  son.  The  rep- 
resentatives of  the  State  Committee  acted  in  an  advisory  capacity,  lent 
financial  support,  and  cooperated  in  an  arrangement  to  allow  the  Phila- 
delphia Committee  to  occupy  the  stage  for  the  week.  The  State  Commit- 
tee decided  not  to  introduce  any  major  celebration  during  that  week, 
except  to  conclude  the  arrangements  and  s])onsor  the  Governor's  Din- 
ner, on  September  17,  which  had  been  initiated  by  the  Philadelphia 
Committee.  It  also  agreed  to  defra_\-  the  expen.ses  of  the  Catholic  Field 
Mass  held  on  Sunday,  September  12,  at  the  Municipal  Stadium,  in 
l'hila(lel|)hia,  with  Dennis  Cardinal  Dougherty  as  cekbrant. 

The  Alass  was  preceded  by  a  i:)arade  of  Holy  Name  men  and  parish 
organizations  under  the  leader^hi]i  (jf  Cohinel  X'incent  A.  Carroll.  More 
than  one  hundred  bands  led  hy  the  I 'hiladeli)hia  i^)lice  and  Firemen's 
P>ands  accompanied  the  marchers  on  South  llroad  Street  to  the  Stadium. 
There  were  more  than  twent\-  thousand  men  in  the  ])arade,  with  thous- 
ands of  spectators  lining  the  sidewalks.  There  were  three  hundred  Holy 
Name  Societies  and  six  thousand  Catholic  school  children  in  the  proces- 
sion. The  scene  in  the  Stadium  was  spectacular.  In  the  east  stands,  blue 
and  white  predominated — the  colors  i.if  the  uniforms  of  the  .school  chil- 
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dren.  To  the  rear  of  the  altar,  at  t!ie  north  end  of  the  Stadium,  were 
seated  the  seminarians  clad  in  white  surplices,  presenting  a  beautiful 
contrast  to  the  red  draperies  and  rose-bedecked  altar. 

The  altar,  fashioned  after  that  at  St.  Peter's,  in  Rome,  was  six  feet 
high.  Around  it  were  erected  glass  partitions.  Leaves,  ferns  and  red 
gladioli  were  banked  nearby.  Against  a  bright  sun,  shimmered  the  tip 
of  a  high  gold  covered  cross  on  the  baldachin  over  the  altar,  fifty- 
nine  feet  above  the  ground.  There  were  four  pillars,  supporting  the 
baldachin,  draped  in  crimson  and  gold,  while  a  crimson  carpet  covered 
the  steps  and  base  of  the  altar.  White  and  gold  Papal  flags  fluttered  on 
either  side  of  the  sanctuary.  (  )n  the  left  side  of  the  altar  on  a  dais  was 
the  cardinal's  throne. 

Cardinal  Dougherty,  in  scarlet  and  ermine  Cappa  Magna,  scarlet 
biretta  and  gloves,  proceeded  to  a  canopy  throne  by  the  altar,  and  assisted 
by  the  deacons  of  honor,  the  Right  Reverend  Monsignor  Fenton  J- 
Fitzpatrick  and  the  Right  Reverend  Monsignor  Francis  X.  Wastl, 
changed  his  vestments.  These  consisted,  as  did  those  of  the  assistant 
priest  and  honorary  deacons,  of  rare,  exquisitely  made,  gold  vestments. 
The  backs  of  the  chasubles  were  intricately  embroidered  in  gold  threads 
and  silks  of  rich  coloring.  r)n  the  cardinal's  was  a  figure  of  a  Christ 
crucified.  The  cardinal  wore  a  tall  jeweled  mitre  and  carried  a  matching 
crozier. 

The  seminary  choir  was  under  the  direction  of  the  Reverend  Dr. 
James  J.  Boylan.  As  the  cardinal  pronounced  the  solemn  part  of  the 
Mass,  the  Canon,  the  Knights  of  Columl)us  Color  Cuard  unsheathed 
their  swords  and  formed  a  half  circle  around  the  foot  of  the  altar.  The 
cardinal  whispered  the  words  of  the  consecration.  Soon  the  procession 
reformed  and  passed  down  from  the  altar,  while  the  congregation  sang 
the  "Star  Spangled  Banner." 

The  Most  Reverend  George  L.  Leech,  Bishop  f)f  IJarrisburg,  de- 
livered the  sermon,  which  was  carried  to  the  gathering  by  amplifiers. 

"Liberty — civil  and  religious  liberty,"  he  .said,  "was  the  right- 
ful cause  of  the  patriots  in  the  victorious  war  for  our  independ- 
ence. Justly  and  purposely,  therefore,  the  Founding  Fathers  en- 
shrined in  the  Constitution  these  inalienable  rights  of  every  man. 
No  citizen,  no  group  of  citizens,  in  this  free  nation  has  ever  stood 
beyond  the  purview  of  this  guaranty,  however  unjustly  its  holy 
benefits  have  been  denied  them  by  disloyal  groups,  who  have  found 
in  their  numbers  a  justification  of  their  contempt  for  America's 
sacred  Constitution  and  their  deliance  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 

"The  true  mind  and  will  of  .Vmerica  are  spoken  in  her  Consti- 
tution ;  the  true  heart  of  America  is  sound  and  generous ;  and  as 
long  as  these  remain  united  in  the  holy  harmony  that  joins  them 
today,  every  un-American  and  fratricidal  movement  against  any 
religious  or  racial  group  is  ha]>pil\'  doomed  to  break  itself  upon 
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the  rock  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  upon  which  we  have  risen 
together  unto  greatness. 

"God  give  us  Americans  a  mutual  sympath}-  and  forebearance 
within  our  common  home.  Our  freedom  cost  too  much  and  we 
hold  our  heritage  too  much  in  common  to  be  anything  but  brothers. 
In  our  union  lies  our  happiness  and  peace.  Divide  us,  and  \ou 
jeopardize  them  all.  Too  many  there  are  who  would  divide  us, 
by  race  or  creed,  or  through  social  and  economic  strife.  They  are 
from  without,  and  they  have  design  upon  our  store.  They  are 
also  from  within,  and  they  are  not  our  patriots.  In  common,  ni}' 
fellow  citizens,  we  hold  our  lives,  our  liberty  and  our  happiness, 
and  our  title  is  secure  only  as  our  American  hearts  and  hands 
are  knit  in  solid  union.  Truly,  in  our  American  household  ever\- 
man  is  his  brother's  keeper." 

There  were  many  notables  present  at  the  celebration,  among  them 
Mayor  Wilson,  Mr.  Greenfield,  members  of  the  Mayor's  cal^inet.  Judges 
Frank  Smith  and  Harrv  L.  McDevitt,  Chief  Justice  John  W.  Kephart, 
District  Attorney  Charles  F.  Kelley,  of  Philadelphia,  and  ^Ir.  John  B. 
Kelly.  Governor  Earle  was  unable  to  be  present. 

The  one  thousand  Protestant  churches  of  Philadelphia  generally  gave 
the  Sunday  morning  service  on  September  12  to  a  consideration  of  the 
religious  significance  of  the  Constitution.  The  Philadelphia  Federation 
of  Churches  assigned  its  office  stalT  to  the  task  of  stimulating  interest 
in  the  church  observance  on  this  day.  Its  Executive  Secretar}-,  the 
Reverend  Elim  A.  E.  Palmquist,  served  upon  the  Committee. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Ivan  Murray  Rose,  minister  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  at  Seventeenth  and  Sansom  Streets,  gave  an  interpretative  ad- 
dress, "The  Constitution — 1787  to  1937,"  on  September  12,  while  on 
September  19,  there  was  a  celebration  of  the  United  Lutheran  Churches 
at  Old  St.  Michael's  and  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  in  F"rank]in  Square, 
when  the  Reverend  Ross  Stover  spoke. 

The  State  Chairman  and  other  members  of  the  Committee  were 
guests  at  other  functions  of  the  city  celebration  during  the  week 
of  September  10,  the  first  event  of  which  was  the  rededication  on  the 
evening  of  September  10,  in  accordance  with  Councilmanic  ordinance, 
of  the  Parkwav  as  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Parkway.  Over  six  thousand 
persons  filled  the  Franklin  Institute  for  the  rededication  exercises,  wdiile 
a  larger  crowd  gathered  outside.  The  program  began  in  the  Eels  Plane- 
tarium with  another  presentation  of  Mr.  Julian  P.  Boyd's  dramatization 
of  the  Federal  Convention.  With  Benjamin  Franklin's  ancient  "spark 
machine,"  consisting  of  a  glass  globe  rotating  against  two  metal  balls,  by 
which  he  generated  static  electricity.  ]\Iayor  W'ilson  generated  current 
which  set  in  motion  the  relighting  of  the  darkened  Parkway,  svmbolic 
of  its  rededication. 

Saturday,  September  11,  1937,  was  "Mayor's  Day."  and  the  chief 
executives  of  Pennsylvania  cities  and  towns,  and  of  other  municipalities 
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m  tlic  Xatiou  visited  Philadelj^hia  at  the  invitation  of  Mayor  Wilson. 
Ihey  took  pan  in  exercises  at  Indejiendence  Hall  and  were  tendered 
a  dinner  at  the  liellevne-Stratford.  Later  they  attended  ani.tlier  spectacu- 
lar water  carnival  and  air  ])ageant  on  the  Schuylkill  i>;iver.  This  was 
witnessed  by  a  quarter  of  a  million  persons. 

Sunday,  Se])teml)er  12,  the  day  on  which  the  Field  ■Mass  was  cele- 
brated in  the  Municipal  Stadium,  was  "Harry  Day,"  and  at  2:30 
P.  M.,  Insli-American  fraternal  and  patriotic  organizations  paraded 
from  the  I'arkway  to  Independence  Hall  in  honor  of  Commodore  John 
Harry,  the  "Father  of  the  American  Navy."  Imvc  lumdred  United  States 
Irish  War  A^terans,  holding  their  first  annual  convention  in  Philadel- 
phia, participated.  At  Independence  Plall,  ten  thousand  people  listened 
to  addresses  by  Mayor  Wilson,  who  reviewed  Commodore  Parry's 
career,  and  Mr.  Norman  J.  Griffin,  President  of  the  American  Catholic 
Historical  Societv. 

On  Monday,  September  13,  societies  and  fraternal  groups  represent- 
ing most  nationalities  in  Philadel])hia  marched  in  a  great  Parade  of 
the  Nations  from  the  Parkway  to  Independence  Hall,  where  they  re- 
affirmed their  allegiance  to  the  Constitution.  (  )n  the  evening  of  the 
thirteenth  Constitution  Celebration  awards  were  made  in  the  Union 
League's  Prize  Essay  Contest. 

Tuesday  evening,  the  fourteenth,  featured  a  Alusical  Festival  on 
the  Art  Museum  stejis  folic  wed  by  i)ublic  dancing  on  the  Parkwav,  in 
front  of  the  Museum.  During  the  day,  there  was  a  public  reception  at 
the  newly  restored  Betsy  Ross  House,  on  Arch  Street,  near  Third. 

Another  interesting  feature  of  the  Philadelphia  celebration  occurred 
on  Wednesday  evening,  September  15,  when  twelve  thousand  Mummers 
paraded  from  Hroad  and  Porter  Streets  to  the  official  reviewing  stand 
on  the  Benjamin  Franklin  I'arkway,  in  front  of  the  Art  Museum.  This 
was  one  of  the  few  occasions  on  which  the  famed  Mummers  of  Phila- 
delphia ha\e  paraded  other  than  on  New  Year's  Day. 

The  main  divisions  of  the  parade  were  those  familiar  to  the  Philadel- 
phia New  Year's  spectacle — fancy  and  comic  clul)s  and  string  bands.  The 
fanc\'  clubs  wore  the  traditional  costumes  of  orange  and  silver,  and  i"ed 
and  Ijlue.  There  were  fourteen  string  bands  in  the  procession,  and  various 
floats,  some  portraying  scenes  at  the  Federal  Convention  ;  there  were 
men  clad  as  Colonial  troo])s  armed  wilh  broomsticks  and  funnels, 
and  others  as  redcoats,  lighting  over  again  as  thev  marched,  the  Battle 
of  Brandvwine. 

Tliere  were  ancient  horse-drawn  coaches  and  tallvhos,  relics  of 
Col<niial  days,  nniseum  pieces  loaned  by  tlie  I'^ranklin  Institute,  and  driven 
by  white-wigged  ccjachmen.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  a  million 
persons  watched  the  parade,  while  anti-aircraft  searchlights  lit  the  skies. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth,  another  exhibit  of  material  relat- 
ing to  the  Constitution  was  opened  at  the  .Vcadeniy  of  Natural  Sciences. 


t 


Chapter  VI 


JAiMES  WILSON 

A  notable  result  of  the  Constitutional  observance  was  the  calling 
of  attention  to  the  great  achievements  of  James  \\'ilson,  one  of  the 
signers  for  Pennsylvania,  and  a  ratifier  for  the  State.  The  Philadelphia 
bar  set  aside  September  16,  1937,  as  "Wilson  Day,"  and  presented  a 
drama  connected  with  tlie  life  of  this  lawyer  and  statesman. 

Twenty-six  judges  and  lawyers  turned  actors  in  this  historical  play- 
pageant  called  "The  flaking  of  the  Constitution."  which  was  given  in 
the  evening  at  the  Academy  of  ^lusic,  before  a  capacity-  audience  of 
3,200.  Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  part  played  by  Wilson,  a 
Philadelphian,  who  had  been  not  only  a  signer  and  ratifier  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  but  also  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He, 
too,  had  first  proposed  the  electoral  college  system  for  election  of  a 
President.  Harold  D.  Saylor,  member  of  the  Philadelphia  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, portrayed  the  role  of  Wilson  in  the  pageant. 

The  pageant  was  a  faithful  reproductidu  of  many  of  the  stirring 
scenes  which  took  place  during  the  Federal  Conveiuion  in  1787.  The 
outstanding  characters  of  that  Con\'ention  were  imjiersonated  by  the 
lawyers  and  judges.  They  had  studied  the  characteristics  of  the  dififer- 
ent  delegates,  and  so  gave  to  each  part  a  realism  that  was  intensely 
dramatic.  The  setting  and  costumes  presented  a  beautiful  picture  and 
the  acting  of  the  cast  produced  a  profound  effect.  George  Washington, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  Benjamin  Franklin,  George  Alason,  Gouverneur 
?\Iorris,  Rufus  King,  James  Wilson,  Fdmund  Randolph  and  \A'i!liani 
Paterson.  each  in  his  character,  walked  again  across  the  Academy  stage. 

Air.  J.  Howard  Reber,  director  of  the  pageant,  was  a  member  of  the 
cast,  and  played  the  part  of  Edmund  Randolph.  Other  parts  were  ])laved 
by  Alessrs.  Earl  G.  Harrison,  Franklin  Spencer  Eflmonds,  Ira  Jewell 
Williams,  Leon  J.  Obermayer,  Thomas  Ridgwav,  and  Judges  Charles 
Sinkler,  L.  Staufifer  Oliver,  and  Eugene  A'.  Alessandr( mi. 

Justice  George  W.  Alaxey,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court, 
SDoke,  and  the  Women's  Committee  of  the  celebration  presented  state 
flags  in  honor  of  the  delegates  from  the  Thirteen  Original  States.  The 
play-pageant  was  so  successful  that  it  was  produced  the  next  night  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  high  school  at  Allentown,  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Lehigh  County  Bar  Association. 

Wilson's  achievements  were  recognized  a  generation  ago  by  Presi- 
dent Theodore  Roosevelt,  who,  in  his  address  at  the  dedication  of 
the  new  Capitol  at  Harrisburg  on  (Jctober  4,  1906,  called  Wilson  "one  of 
Pennsvlvania's  greatest  sons." 
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A  Philadeliiliia  lawyer,  Lucien  Hugh  Alexander,  in  an  article  on 
Wilson  in  the  Nortli  Aiiicricaji  Rcviczi',  for  November,  1906,  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  James  Wilson  had  really  cleared  the  path 
and  blazed  the  trail  for  a  new  interpretation  of  the  welfare  clause.  Wil- 
son's contriljution  in  this  respect  had  not  been  known,  and  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  Init  for  James  Wilson,  mucli  of  tlie  modern  legislation 
intended  to  better  the  welfare  of  the  people  at  large,  would  be  without 
a  constitutional  or  legal  means  for  existence. 

According  to  Mr.  Burton  Alva  Konkle,  wlio  lia.s  written  a  l)iogra])hy 
of  Wilson  which  still  is  in  manuscri])t,  Wilson  insisted  that  the  single 
executive  be  chosen  hy  the  electors  of  the  ])eople  and  favored  a  bicameral 
legislative  body  elected  by  the  ]X'ople  and  responsible  to  them. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Philiulclphia  Record,  Se])tember  6,  1937,  entitled 
"Who  was  James  Wilson?"  Mr.  Konkle  said  that  no  man  of  17X7 
was  so  nearly  the  father  of  the  Constitution  as  Wilson. 

Mr.  Julian  Boyd,  the  librarian  of  tlie  Historical  Societv  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  in  his  article  on  Wilson  in  the  P id ii)iiary  oj  American  Biograpliy 
has  shown  that  he  was  not  devoid  of  human  weaknesses.  Love  for  specula- 
tion in  land  and  interest  in  "get  rich  quick"  schemes  were  the  frailties 
that  brought  sorrow  upon  his  old  age,  when  he  lived  in  del)t. 

Wilson's  scholarshi])  was  ])robably  e(|ualled  by  that  of  none  at  the 
Federal  Convention.  To  tell  of  his  contributions  toward  the  making  of 
the  Constitution  would  be  almost  equivalent  to  recounting  the  origin  of 
that  document. 

The  late  John  11.  McMaster,  Professor  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, outstanding  American  historian,  has  ably  described  the  difficulty 
Wilson  had  in  the  opposition  from  the  Antifederalists,  who  misunder- 
stood him.  He  was  not  the  aristocrat  they  thrmght  he  was,  and  he  bore 
up  patientlv  under  the  cartoons  and  pamphlets  that  were  directed  against 
him.  His  speech  at  a  meeting  of  the  h>deralists  at  the  State  House  was 
characterized  bv  McMaster  as  "remarkable  among  the  sjieeches  of  that 
troubled  time,  for  coolness  of  reason  and  dignity  of  language." 

Even  more  fascinating  and  heroic  than  his  part  at  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, was  Wilson's  role  at  the  Pennsylvania  Ratifying  Convention 
in  November  and  December  of  17(S7.  He  was  the  only  Pennsylvanian 
who  had  attended  the  hederal  Convention  wlio  also  was  jiresent  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Ratifying  Convention,  and  it  was  here  that  he  incurred 
the  wrath  of  the  western  districts  and  was  referred  to  contemptuously 
as  a  "Caledonian,"  because  of  his  birth  in  Scotland. 

It  was  Wilson's  task  at  the  1 'enns_\l vania  Convention  to  answer 
arguments  raised  by  the  Antifederalists,  notably  R()bert  Whitehill,  of 
Cumberland  County,  Williaiu  Findley,  of  WestnKjreland  Ccjunty,  and 
John  Smiley,  of  h^ayette  County. 

In  one  of  his  s])eeches  Wilsou  revealed  that  the  signers  had  given 
power  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  other  courts  to  declare 
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an  act  unconstitutional.  To  those  who  feared  that  the  judiciary  would 
invade  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts;  that  the  power  given  to 
the  judges  was  dangerous  and  that  Congress  could  make  laws  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution,  Wilson  replied : 

"If  a  law  shall  be  made,  inconsistent  with  those  powers  vested 
by  this  instrument  in  Congress,  the  judges  as  a  consequence_  of 
their  independence  and  the  particular  powers  of  government  being 
defined  shall  declare  such  laws  to  be  null  and  void ;  for  the  power 
of  the  Constitution  must  predominate." 

Wilson's  speeches  in  the  Ratifying  Convention  read  like  paeans 
to  liberty.  Section  by  section,  he  defended  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, showing  to  the  objectors  that  nothing  in  it  could  Ije  construed  as 
depriving  the  people  of  any  rights ;  that  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  j^eople 
were  the  basis  of  the  sovereignty ;  that  the  States  could  n(_)t  dictate  to  the 
people,  and  were  subordinate  to  them  just  as  was  the  national  govern- 
ment. 

It  has  also  been  realized  since,  that  had  Wilson's  interpretations  of 
the  Constitution  been  carefully  rear!  in  the  days  before  the  Civil  war, 
the  question  as  to  whether  a  state  had  a  right  to  secede  and  whether 
Congress  had  the  power  to  force  a  seceding  state  to  remain  within  the 
Laiion  would  have  offered  no  difficulties. 

We  now  know  James  Wilson  to  have  been  far  ahead  of  his  times; 
not  the  representative  of  the  industrialists,  as  the  farmers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania thought,  Init  rather  a  militant  sponsor  of  the  people's  rights. 
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CONSTHTITION  DAY  AND  THE 
GOVERNOR'S  DINNER 

September  17  has  lung  Ijeen  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  important 
days  in  American  history,  as  the  Constitution  was  signed  on  that  date 
in  1787.  In  the  Centennial  anniversary  of  the  Constitution  in  1887,  the 
observance,  which  began  on  September  15,  culminated  on  the  seven- 
teenth with  ceremonies  at  Independence  Hall,  which  President  Grover 
Cleveland  attended. 

It  was  in  recognition  of  the  importance  of  this  day  that  Governor 
Earle,  in  his  proclamation  of  August  1,  1936,  specifically  mentioned 
September  17,  1937,  as  an  occasion  for  a  State  observance;  however, 
the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  decided,  in  a 
spirit  of  cooperation,  that  in  deference  to  Mayor  Wilson  it  would  hold 
no  exercises  on  that  date.  The  Mayor,  however,  invited  the  State  Com- 
mittee to  join  in  sponsoring  the  closing  event  of  the  September  17 
observance — the  Governor's  Dinner,  at  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Hotel. 
The  day  was  marked  in  the  city  and  throughout  the  State  as  a  legal 
holiday,  in  accordance  with  the  y\ct  of  Assembly  signed  by  the  Governor. 

The  Philadelphia  celebration  on  September  17  began  at  1  :  00  P.  M., 
with  the  arrival  of  distinguished  guests  at  the  Mayor's  Office  in  City 
Hall.  Half  an  hour  later,  a  cordon  of  honor,  composed  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred members  of  the  Centennial  Legion  (  the  historic  military  commands 
of  the  Thirteen  Original  States),  formed  on  Chestnut  Street  from  llroad 
to  Fifth  and  saluted  the  guests  as  they  proceeded  from  the  Mayor's  Office 
to  Independence  Hall. 

At  2 :  30  P.  M.,  the  meeting  in  Independence  Square  was  opened 
by  Judge  Frank  Smith,  as  chairman  of  the  Philadelphia  Constitution 
Celebration  Committee.  A  feature  of  the  celebration  was  a  solo  sung  by 
Miss  Lucy  Monroe,  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Company,  who  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  President  Monroe. 

Religious  phases  of  the  program  were  conducted  by  the  Reverend 
Robert  C.  Wells,  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Federation  of  Churches, 
Rabbi  Louis  Wolsey,  of  the  Rodeph  Shalom  Congregation,  and  the 
Right  Reverend  Monsignor  John  J.  Bonner,  Superintendent  of  the 
Parochial  Schools  of  Philadelphia. 

It  was  a  rainy  day,  but  the  enthusiasm  of  the  crowd  was  not  damp- 
ened. The  Federal  government  was  represented  by  United  States  Dis- 
trict Judge  George  A.  Welsh,  who  read  the  Preamble  of  the  Constitution, 
while  the  State  was  represented  by  Mr.  Greenfield.  The  j^rincipal  speak- 
ers were  former  LTnited  States  Senator  George  Wharton  Pepper  and 
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Mayor  Wilson,  who  at  the  conclusion  of  his  address  tapped  the  Lilierty 
Bell  thirteen  times. 

In  his  address  the  Mayor  said,  in  i)art : 

"In  the  great  future  there  will  he  no  room  for  a  condition 
in  which  nine  nn'llions  of  willing  workers  must  go  without  work 
because  of  a  failure  in  the  machinery  of  distribution,  a  sli]:i  in  the 
cogs  of  our  economic  mechanism  and  details  of  our  industrial 
system. 

"In  that  future  era  there  will  be  a  larger  and  more  just  dis- 
tribution of  the  fruits  of  Ia])or  which  will  be  spread  ec|uallv  for  the 
benefit  of  employer  and  employed.  Only  when  there  is  pnjsijerity 
for  the  mass  of  our  ])t)pu]ation  can  there  be  a  demand  for  increased 
prcduction,  and  without  production  in  plenty  there  is  no  pros- 
perity ff)r  any." 

The  Governor's  Dinner,  on  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth,  origi- 
nally had  been  planned  solely  as  a  municijial  event  to  honor  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  forty-eight  States.  Mayor  Wilson  had  asked  Governor  Earle 
to  preside. 

After  the  State  Committee  was  invited  to  join  in  the  sponsorship,  it 
expended  every  effort  to  insure  the  success  of  the  dinner.  Governcr  Earle, 
on  September  14,  sent  invitations  asking  the  attendance  of  the  governr.rs 
of  the  other  states,  but  these  executives  were  busily  occujiied  with  cele- 
b/rations  in  their  own  States,  or  too  distant  to  arrive  in  time.  Because  of  a 
lack  of  time  the  Committee  had  telegra])hed  several  thousand  invitations 
to  leading  citizens  in  practically  every  county  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
dinner  opened  at  7:00  I'.  AI.  with  fourteen  hundred  persons  present. 

At  the  head  table  sat  the  following:  Mr.  Moses  L.  Annenberg,  Mr. 
M.  W.  Clement,  Governor  and  Mrs.  Earle,  Major  John  L.  Gillson,  Mr. 
Greenfield,  Colonel  Frank  A.  Hancock,  the  Honorable  (  )lin  D.  Johnson, 
Chief  Justice  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Kephart,  Adjutant  General  Frederick  B. 
Kerr,  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  George  H.  Lorimer,  Mr.  John  A.  McCarthy,  Mr. 
Robert  McLean,  the  Honorable  Roland  S.  Morris,  Major  General 
Edward  C.  Shannon,  Judge  and  Mrs.  Frank  Smith,  Mr.  Philip  C.  Staples, 
Mr.  J.  David  Stern,  Dr.  Robert  C.  Wells,  Judge  and  Mrs.  George  A. 
Welsh,  Mayor  and  ^Irs.  Wilson,  and  the  Honorable  Blanton  Winship. 

There  were  ninety-six  tables  at  which  sat  many  f)f  the  distinguished 
men  and  women  of  the  State — judges.  Army  and  Navy  officers,  pro- 
fessional and  business  men.  It  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  gatherings 
in  many  years,  an  es]iecially  colorful  effect  being  the  contrast  of  the 
brilliant  dress  uniforms  of  the  military  guests, — some  in  red  and  scarlet, 
others  in  blue  and  silver — with  the  bright  gowns  of  the  women. 

The  dinner  program  was  printed  in  a  beautiful  bronze  colored 
souvenir  booklet,  cut  in  the  ]iattern  of  the  Liberty  Bell.*  On  the  first 
page,  under  the  seal  of  the  city,  was  the  announcement.  "Dinner  Tend- 

*  A  copy  of  this  program  is  reprinted  in  the  appendix. 
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ered  by  the  Constitution  Celebration  Committee — The  Pennsylvania 
Constitution  Commemoration  Committee — in  Honor  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention of  1787 — Constitution  Day,  September  Seventeenth — Nineteen 
Hundred  and  Thirty-seven — Benjamin  Fi'ankhn  Hotel — Philadelphia." 

The  next  page  contained  the  menu.  The  third  page  listed  the  principal 
speakers  as  Mr.  Greenfield,  who  was  to  introduce  Governor  Earle,  the 
presiding  officer,  and  Mayor  Wilson.  On  the  next  page  was  printed  the 
Preamble  to  the  Constitutidn,  together  with  the  names  of  the  members 
of  the  Federal  Convention.  On  the  final  two  pages  were  listed  the 
officers  and  executive  committees  of  the  Constitution  Celebration  Com- 
mittee and  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee. 

Mr.  Greenfield,  the  first  speaker,  outlined  the  activities  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Constitution  CommeuKiration  Committee,  and  told  of  its  plans, 
which  included  the  decoration  on  September  29  of  the  graves  in  Penn- 
sylvania of  the  signers  of  the  Constitutii  m,  and  a  celebration  on  De- 
cember 12,  in  honor  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Ratification  by  Pennsyl- 
vania of  the  Constitution.  He  said  the  Committee  hoped  to  have  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  members  of  the  Congress  and  the  Justices 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  participate  in  the  December  event. 

Mr.  (  ireen field  then  introduced  Governor  Earle. 

"Our  presiding  officer  tonight  has  but  recently  returned  from 
war-torn  Europe,"  he  said.  "With  the  anguished  cries  of  distressed 
humanity  still  ringing  in  his  ears,  none  ])etter  than  Governor  Earle 
can  jKirtrav  that  cruel  contrast  overseas  with  the  present  tran- 
quillity and  security  of  our  United  States,  grown  stronger  and 
more  immediate  each  passing  year  under  the  guarantees  estab- 
lished by  the  Constitution. 

"I  state  proudly,  with  especial  reference  for  those  of  our 
honort'd  guests  who  are  from  outside  Pennsylvania,  that  the  les- 
sons jiointed  out  l)v  our  Constitution's  authors  are  daily  trans- 
posed into  Ijenefits  for  the  average  man  aufl  woman  by  tlie  admin- 
istrators of  our  great  Commonwealth. 

"(  )ur  iiFhcial  welfare  is  in  the  keeping  of  an  able  man;  one 
with  broad  svmpatliv.  He  has  recognized  a  sacred  trust  and 
kept  it  well." 

The  Governor  then  introduced  Mayor  Wilson,  who  declared  that 
Philadel])hia  was  no  longer  "c(.rrui)t  and  contented."  He  said  that 
Pliiladelphia  would  no  longer  tolerate  the  control  of  a  corrui>t  organiza- 
tion. 

Governor  Earle,  in  his  atldress,  declared  that  though  the  Con.stitution 
might  seem  old,  it  was  actually  young ;  "actually  throbbing  with  the 
fervor  of  voung  life ;  fresh  and  invigorating  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
nation  that' has  new  vitality  ;  that  is  just  on  the  threshold  of  new  life." 

He  compared  conditions  at  the  time  the  Con,stitution  had  been 
adopted  with  conditions  as  they  were  today.  He  showed  hf)w  ineffectu- 
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ally  the  Articles  of  Confederation  had  functioned.  He  praised  the  men 
who  attended  the  h^ederal  Convention,  and  gave  an  account  of  their 
work.  He  described  how,  under  the  Constitution,  the  Nation  had  grown 
and  expanded,  and  declared  that  "under  this  flexible  human  document, 
it  remains  a  nation." 

"The  Constitution  has  withstood  the  blasts  of  many  trouble- 
some years  and  tniublesome  times,"  the  Governor  continued. 
"It  braved  a  Civil  War  which  brought  about  a  change  in  it  that 
today  seems  minor.  Never  did  the  Nation  border  on  anarchy  so 
closely,  excepting  at  the  time  of  the  Federal  Convention  and  the 
Civil  War,  as  it  did  seven  years  ago. 

"Fundamentally  1876  and  1933  had  much  in  common. 

"In  both  years,  the  Nation  faced  economic  and  social  collapse. 

"One  phrase  the  authors  of  the  Constitution  wrote  saved  us 
of  this  generation. 

"Powerful  words  these — 'Promote  the  general  welfare." 

"If  it  hadn't  been  for  the  suffering  of  the  men  of  the  Revolu- 
tion in  their  ten  long  years  before  the  Constitution,  these  words 
might  never  have  been  written.  They  might  have  been  for- 
gotten. 

"If  they  had,  the  breadlines  of  1932  and  1933  would  still  be 
extended  on  many  corners  of  America. 

"There  would  be  no  old  age  or  unemployment  pensions, 
or  mothers'  assistance ;  no  laws  to  protect  the  worker  from  sweat- 
shops and  exploiting  employers. 

"Commerce  might  have  remained  at  a  standstill  and  industry 
idle. 

"We  have  suffered;  our  children  will  suffer  again,  although 
we  have  lifted  ourselves  out  of  anarchy  and  depression  as  the  early 
Colonials  and  Americans  did,  and  we  hope  posterity  will  never 
have  to  do  likewise. 

"It  is  unfortunate  today  that  many  foreign  nations  do'  not 
share  with  us  our  exalted  respect  for  this  document. 

"Were  they  to  know  its  spirit,  they  might,  too,  escape  many  of 
the  evils  and  dangers  which  threaten  them  with  war  and  destruction. 

"Our  Constitution  has  inspired  and  kce]is  alive  in  us  a  de- 
mocracv  which  lielongs  to  the  poorest  and  humblest,  as  well  as 
to  the  most  distinguished  American. 

"It  has  been  a  torch  to  guide;  first,  a  few  milhon  men  and 
women  ;  and  now  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  million  ;  then,  a 
handful  of  undeveloped  colonies;  and  now  an  ex])anse  from  ocean 
to  ocean  with  its  mechanical,  natural  and  human  resources  form- 
ing as  complicated  a  society  as  theirs  was  simple 

"What  an  inspirational  document  it  is  tliat  has  for  its  design 
a  perfect  union  of  people ;  domestic  tranquillity,  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare  and  obtaining  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  posterity. 

"I  say  that  as  long  as  those  few  lines  remain  in  the  hearts 
of  the  American  people,  as  long  as  they  choose  as  their  repre- 
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sentatives  and  governmental  executives  men  dedicated  to  the 
sjjirit  of  these  words ;  as  long  as  there  are  many  men  and  women 
holding  them  sacredly  and  celebrating  publicly  their  reverence, 
the  Nation  will  move  down  the  long  jiath  of  the  future  with  head 
high  and  heart  happy,  and  the  road  will  Ije  one  of  security." 

Chief  Justice  Kephart  also  spoke  and  said,  in  part : 

"Under  our  Constitution,  to  the  third  1)ranch  of  the  Govern- 
ment— the  Judiciary — is  left  the  sacred  duty  of  seeing  that  justice 
is  done  to  the  humblest  citizen. 

"But  we  must  have  a  Judiciary  compused  of  men  who  liave 
not  in  tlieir  hearts  race  prejudice  or  prejudice  against  religion. 
We  must  have  men  who  are  consecrated  to  the  principles  of  life, 
liberty  and  pursuit  of  happiness  regardless  of  race,  color  or  creed." 

Addresses  also  were  made  by  Mr.  Clement,  the  President  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad;  Judge  Smith,  Major  General  Shannon,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard;  Colonel  Hancock,  and  Mr. 
Sta])les,  the  1  'resident  of  the  Pell  Telephone  Company. 

While  the  Governor's  Dinner  was  being  held,  another  city  celebra- 
tion was  going  on  at  Independence  Hall.  This  was  a  formal  rece])tion 
and  ])atriotic  exercises. 

The  day  also  was  marked  bv  notable  addresses  by  distinguished  per- 
sons in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in  accordance  with  plans  of  the 
United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Henry  VV.  Wallace,  who  spoke  over  a 
nation-wide  radio  network,  stressed  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in 
American  life  in  tlie  last  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  called  atten- 
tion to  the  awareness  of  the  Founding  Fathers  "that  the  future  would 
bring  changes  and  the  national  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution 
would  have  to  be  broadly  construed  in  order  to  meet  the  problems  pre- 
sented by  the  changing  future." 

Congressman  I^loom,  as  Director  General  of  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution Sesquicentennial  Commission,  spoke  twice  during  the  day.  At 
the  Shrine  of  the  Constitution  in  the  Congressional  Library,  at  3:45 
P.M.,  Eastern  Standard  Time,  in  commemoration  (jf  the  hour  when  the 
members  of  the  Federal  Convention  at  Philadelphia  signed  the  docu- 
ment, he  pictured  the  scene  as  he  had  visualized  it  from  his  studies  of 
the  Convention.  Pater  he  spoke  at  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  laid  a 
wreath  on  the  sarcojjhagus  of  George  Washington. 

The  address  which  was  listened  to  with  profound  attention  through- 
out the  country  was  that  of  President  Roosevelt,  delivered  to  a  large 
audience  gathered  in  the  shadow  of  the  Washington  Monument,  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

"The  men  who  wrote  the  Constitution  were  the  men  who 
fought  the  Revolution,"  the  President  saifl,  in  ]mrt.  "They  had 
watclied  a  weak  emergency  government  almost  lose  the  war,  and 
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continue  economic  distress  aniont;  thirleen  little  rc])ul)lics  at  ])eacc 
but  without  effective  national  government. 

"So  when  these  men  planned  a  new  government,  the\'  drew  the 
kind  of  agreement  which  men  made  when  they  reallv  went  tn  work 
together  under  it  for  a  very  long  time. 

"Fcr  the  youngest  of  nations  they  drew  what  is  today  the  old- 
est written  instrument  under  which  men  have  continuously  lived 
together  as  a  nation. 

"The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  a  layman's  docu- 
ment, not  a  lawyer's  contract.  That  cannot  be  stressed  too  often. 
Madison,  most  responsible  for  it  was  not  a  lawyer — nor  was 
Washington,  or  Franklin,  whose  sense  of  the  give-and-take  of  life 
had  kept  the  Convention  together. 

"This  great  layman's  document  was  a  charter  of  general  prin- 
ciples— com])letely  different  from  'whereases'  and  'the  parties  of 
the  first  part'  and  the  fine  print  which  lawyers  put  into  leases  and 
insurance  |)olicies  and  installment  agreements. 

"\\  hen  the  franiers  were  dealing  with  what  they  rightly  con- 
sidered eternal  verities,  unchangeable  by  time  and  circumstance, 
they  used  si:iecific  language.  In  no  uncertain  terms,  for  instance, 
they  forbade  titles  of  nobility,  the  suspension  of  habeas  corpus 
and  the  withdrawal  of  money  from  the  treasury  except  after 
appropriation  by  law.  With  almost  equal  definiteness  they  de- 
tailed the  Hill  of  Rights. 

"iiut  when  they  considered  the  fundamental  powers  of  the 
new  national  government,  they  used  generality,  implication  and 
statement  of  mere  objectives,  as  intentional  phrases  which  flexible 
statesmanship  of  the  future,  within  the  Constitution,  could  adapt 
to  time  and  circumstance.  For  instance,  the  framers  used  broad 
and  general  language  capable  of  meeting  evolution  and  change 
when  the\'  referred  to  commerce  between  the  States,  the  taxing 
power  and  the  general  welfare  

"Yet  nearly  every  attempt  to  meet  these  demands  for  social 
and  economic  betterment  has  been  jeopardized  or  actually  forljid- 
den  by  those  who  have  sought  to  read  into  the  Constitution 
language  which  the  framers  refused  to  write  into  the  Constitution. 

"No  one  cherishes  more  deeply  than  I  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  achieved  by  so  much  l)lood  and  anguish  through  the 
many  centuries  of  Anglo-American  hi.story.  But  the  Constitution 
guarantees  liberty,  not  license  masquerading  as  liberty. 

"Let  me  put  the  real  situation  in  the  simplest  terms.  The 
present  government  of  the  United  States  has  never  taken  away 
and  never  will  take  away  any  liberty  from  any  minority,  unless  it 
be  a  minority  which  so  abuses  its  liberty  as  to  do  positive  and 
definite  harm  to  its  neighbors  constituting  the  majority.  But  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  refuses  to  forget  that  the  liill 
of  Rights  was  ])ut  into  the  Constitution  not  only  to  jjrotect 
minorities  against  intolerance  of  majorities,  but  to  protect  majori- 
ties against  the  enthronement  of  minorities." 
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DECORATING  THE  GRAVES  OF  THE  PENNSYL- 
VANIA SIGNERS  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION 

The  Philadelphia  celebration  concluded  on  September  18  with  a  re- 
ception to  Mayor  Fiorella  H.  LaGuardia,  of  New  York,  and  a  dinner  in 
his  honor  at  the  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel,  military  parades,  a  review 
of  police  veterans,  and  a  bugle  and  drum  corps  contest  by  the  American 
Legion  in  the  [Municipal  Stadium. 

Meanwhile,  the  State  Committee  had  completed  its  plans  for  the 
decoration  of  the  graves  of  Pennsylvania  signers  of  the  Constitution  and 
of  the  last  resting  places  of  those  signers  from  other  states  l)uried  in 
Pennsylvania.  This  was  the  first  time  the  Commonwealth  was  to  so 
honor  these  patriots. 

A  sub-committee  of  twenty-four  men  was  app(.iinte(l  tor  the  cere- 
monies, with  Honorable'  Lsaac  Crawford  Sutton  as  its  chairman.  En- 
graved invitations  were  sent  to  members  of  the  Constitution  Committee 
and  others. 

The  date  for  the  ceremonies  was  fixed  as  September  29,  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  special  call  issued  hy  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  in  1787 
for  the  Convention  which  met  in  Independence  Hall  and  ratified  the 
Constitution  on  December  12  of  that  year.  In  announcing  the  reason 
for  the  date  chosen  for  the  ceremonies,  Air.  Greenfield  pointed  to  the 
importance  of  September  29  in  the  historv  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"Our  Commonwealth  mo\ed  swiftly  to  effect  a  great  human 
betterment  which  gripjied  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our  ])eo])le," 
he  said. 

"When  Pennsylvania,  the  second  state,  and  the  first  large  one, 
moved  to  ratify,  the  Constitution  became  an  assured  entity,  one 
which  breathed  life  that  has  kept  it  a  testimonial  to  the  rights  of 
common  man  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  will  continue 
to  do  so. 

"The  signing  of  the  Constitution  on  Septem])er  17,  1787,  was 
but  the  first  step.  There  were  stirring  struggles  ensuing  to  make 
this  framework  of  our  national  law  operative,  in  which  great 
Pennsylvanians  played  leading  parts.  During  the  remainder  of 
the  year  we  shall  dramatize  these  events  to  educate  the  _\-ontli  of 
our  Commonwealth  and  the  Nation,  and  to  bring  home  to  our 
adult  population  the  virility  and  personality  of  the  members  of  the 
special  legislative  session  which  legislatively  declared  us  freeljorn 
and  made  liberty  secure  for  the  citizens  of  today." 

In  completing  its  plans  for  the  event,  the  State  Committee  found  that 
the  burial  places  of  some  of  the  signers  were  not  known  definitelv. 

(45) 
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There  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  exact  location  of  the  grave  of  Jared 
Ingersoll.  It  was  beb'eved  he  had  been  buried  lirst  in  an  early  cemetery 
of  the  l-'irst  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  a  transfer  later  of  the  bodies 
from  this  cemetery  to  that  of  the  Third  1 'resbyterian  Church  at  Fourth 
and  Pine  Streets,  confusion  resulted  with  the  exact  location  of  the  grave 
being  forgotten.  The  Committee  went  into  the  matter  thoroughly  and 
with  the  aid  of  frayed  and  creased  burial  records  of  the  Third  Presby- 
terian Church,  finally  found  the  signer's  grave  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
cliurch. 
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The  grave  of  William  Churcliill  Houston,  of  New  Jersey,  who,  though 
not  a  signer,  had  signed  the  report  of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature  advo- 
cating the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  was  found  to  be  in  the  Mt.  Vernon 
Cemetery,  Ridge  and  Lehigh  Avenues,  in  the  Second  Presl)\tcrian 
Church  plot. 

The  unmarked  grave  ol  Jacob  Piroom,  a  Delaware  signer,  was 
located  near  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  Old  Christ  Church  Burial 
Grounds,  Fifth  and  Arch  Streets.  Charts  of  the  cemetery  dating  back 
to  the  eighteenth  century  were  used  to  determine  the  exact  spot. 

Of  the  eight  Peimsylvania  signers  of  the  Constitution,  five  are  buried 
in  Philadelphia.  In  addition  to  branklin's  grave  in  Christ  Churchyard 
and  IngersoU's  grave  at  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  the  graves  of 
Robert  Morris  and  James  Wilson  are  in  Old  Christ  Churchyard,  on 
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Second  Street,  above  Market,  and  that  of  Tlmmas  FitzSimons  in  St. 
Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Fourth  and  Spruce  Streets. 

The  other  Pennsylvania  signers,  Gouverneur  Morris,  George  Cl_\'nier 
and  Thomas  Mifflin,  are  buried  out  of  the  city — Morris  in  New  York 
City;  Clymer  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey;  and  Mifflin,  in  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvania. In  addition  to  the  graves  of  Broom  and  Houston,  the  Com- 
mittee's plans  included  the  honoring  of  the  third  signer  from  another 
state  buried  in  Philadelphia — Pierce  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  whose 
last  resting  place  also  is  in  Old  Christ  Churchyard. 

The  Committee  decided  to  place  on  the  graves,  in  addition  to  wreaths, 
a  bronze  plaque  set  in  granite,  bearing  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  name  of  the  signer  followed  by  the  inscription:  "Signer  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America.  De])uty  from  Penn.syl- 
vania  to  Federal  Constitutional  Convention,  May  25,  1787 — September 
17,  17S7.  Erected  bv  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration 
Committee,  1937." 

Permission  was  asked  of  the  heirs  of  the  signers  to  place  the  ])laques, 
and  this  was  granted  in  all  cases  except  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  whose 
descendants  felt  that  Franklin's  wishes  that  his  grave  be  marked  by  only 
a  simple  tombstone  should  be  respected.  The  Franklin  plaque  then  was 
presented  to  Christ  Church,  which  has  preserved  it  in  its  muniment 
room. 

All  who  participated  in  the  ceremonies  in  Philadelphia  were  asked  to 
assemble  at  Old  Christ  Churchyard.  Governor  Earle,  Mr.  Greenfield, 
Mayor  Wilson,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs.  Earle  went  to  the  Churchyard 
from  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Hotel,  where  the  Governor  had  been 
tendered  a  luncheon. 

The  ceremonies  were  opened  at  2:00  P.M.,  with  an  invocation  bv  the 
Reverend  Louis  C.  Washlnirn.  who  had  been  rector  of  Christ  Church  for 
thirty  years. 

Mr.  Greenfield  presided.  The  addresses  were  made  from  a  grand- 
stand erected  in  the  Churchyard. 

"This  afternoon,"  said  Mr.  Greenfield,  "we  of  Pennsvlvam'a 
devote  ourselves  to  these  commemorative  exercises  which  have  a 
deep  historic  significance  and  are  simultaneously  engaging  the 
attention  of  millions  of  people  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  the 
States  of  New  ^'i  )vk  and  New  Jersey. 

"Today  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  by  official,  per- 
manent markers  ]ilaced  on  their  graves,  honors  its  famous  eight 
signers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  LTnited  States. 

"These  men  are  immortal ;  and  we  are  pro]:)erly  humble,  stand- 
ing here  in  the  halkiwed  setting  of  their  last  resting  places. 

"The  commemorative  ceremonies  will  be  brief,  simijle,  digni- 
fied, as  befits  the  character  and  accomplishments  of  those  we 
commemorate  in  this,  the  One  Hundred  and  b'iftieth  Anniversary 
of  the  signing  and  ratification  of  the  Constitution." 
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Referring  to  the  fact  that  the  Commonwealth  also  was  honoring  the 
graves  of  Gouverneur  Morris  and  George  Clymer,  buried  outside  the 
State,  Mr.  Greenfield  said : 

"Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  Nation  has  any  common- 
wealth or  state  gone  outside  of  its  borders  to  pay  lasting  tril)ute 
to  its  Constitution  authors  who  are  buried  elsewhere." 
He  concluded : 

"The  governors  of  three  States,  eminent  ]n-elates,  notables 
of  historical  societies  with  illustrious  ancestry,  patriotic  persons 
from  all  walks  of  life,  of  every  race  and  creed,  join  today  in  this 
momentous  event.  We  are  ever  cognizant  of  the  precious  rights 
these  Constitution  signers  conferred  on  us — today  we  shall  me- 
morialize the  deed  of  these  men  to  show  O'Ur  children  and  our 
children's  children  that  our  a])])rcciatiiin  is  deep-rooted  and  ever- 
lasting." 

Tlie  Chairman  then  intrdduced  Governor  Earle,  who  said: 

"Des|)itc  momentary  judicial  interpretations  contrary  to  the 
democratic  and  even  radical  s]iirit  and  intent  of  the  famous 
founders,  some  of  which  created  desperate  situations,  the  people 
have  always  demanded  that  their  Constitution  be  their  servant 
and  not  their  master.  And  through  the  years,  even  as  the  signers 
and  authors  provided,  they  have  changed  it  to  meet  changing 
times. 

"But  today  I  feel  more  alive  the  memory  of  the  men — eight  of 
them  Pennsvlvanians — who  signed  this  document  which  has  come 
down  to  us.    These  surroundings  are  responsible  for  that. 

"It  occurs  to  nu  to  (|ueNtion  how  thc_\-  faced  and  met  the  chal- 
lenges, the  conflicting  issues,  the  great  problems  of  their  time. 

"We  are  fond  of  looking  back  and  saying  : 

"  'What  would  Washington  think  of  this  ;  or  l^ranklin  of  that, 
or  Jefferson  of  the  otiier  i)ro]ilcni.' 

"We  often  use  their  ([uotations  to  prove  we  are  right  in  our 
course,  and  that  the  other  man  is  wrong. 

"These  signers  of  the  Constitution  certainl_\-  liad  great  problems. 

"The  conservatives  had  their  set  of  answers.  Most  of  them, 
as  conservatives  of  today,  were  based  on  some  friendly  tradition, 
some  rule  of  a  previous  conservative,  to  preserve  the  status  quo. 

"And  the  'ra(hcals'  such  as  Franklin  and  others,  set  forth  their 
new  philosophv,  llieir  new  deal  t(i  a  uvw  nation,  in  terms  that 
stirred  the  world. 

"The  American  i)eo])le  of  that  day,  supported  in  great  masses 
the  men  who,  in  the  emergencies,  met  the  acute  problems  with  the 
most  advanced  and  progressive  ideas  and  methods  at  their  com- 
mand. 

"In  our  own  dav,  the  peopk'  have  done  likewise. 
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"For  the  American  people  loved  action  then,  they  admire  and 
support  it  now. 

"They  were  not  afraid  of  new  ideas  then;  nor  are  thev  now." 
Continuing,  he  said  : 

"Robert  Morris  and  James  Wilson,  whose  bodies  lie  here, 
signed  the  Constitution  that  with  one  bold  stroke  gave  the  oppor- 
tunity to  face  these  problems. 

"Theirs  was  the  task  of  building  a  nation  and  a  government. 

"And  their  world-shaking  Constitution  was  their  foundation. 

"They  welded  the  discordant  states  into  a  single,  harmonious 
unit  under  a  strong  central  government,  yet  preserving  the  local 
autonomous  rights  of  each. 

"They  provided  for  the  common  ])rotection  of  the  common 
welfare,  and  established  a  fair  basis  of  representation  for  all  in 
democratic  fashion. 

"They  hxed  the  power  to  establish  a  common  currency  and 
provided  for  the  Congress  to  have  the  right  to  its  coinage. 

"Thev  laid  the  solid  groundwork  for  future  expansion  of 
civilization  bv  the  hardy  pioneers  who  followed. 

"We  could  use  some  of  their  aggressive,  fertile  minds  today. 
Everv  generation  could. 

"\\'e  can  be  certain  they  would  face  the  problem  of  a  growing 
mechanical  world;  j^articularly  would  Franklin  enjoy  it,  with  a 
relish  and  a  courage  that  might  terrorize  the  conservatives  of  our 
day.  And  how  Franklin  would  admire  the  great  power  dams  and 
the  battle  to  reduce  electric  rates  to  the  people. 

"And  Robert  Morris,  a  banker,  would  never  give  a  moment's 
worry  to  the  national  debt.  Think  of  the  task  in  his  day,  when  the 
Cougress  had  no  power  to  i)rovide  stable  money,  when  the  Nation's 
apparent  wealth  was  skimj^y  and  disorganized  and  undeveloped, 
and  commerce  was  at  a  standstill. 

"And  he  had  to  raise  money  to  finance  the  government. 

"How  would  they  have  tackled  the  relief  problem,  social 
security,  old  age  pension  ? 

"Your  guess  is  as  good  as  mine. 

"But  of  this  I  am  certain — they  would  attack  them,  and  with 
every  remedv  used  before  and  new  ones  if  the  old  ones  failed." 

Mayor  Wilson  was  introduced  next  and  speaking  of  the  signers  of 
the  Constitution,  he  said  : 

"In  the  great  Convention  of  which  they  were  members  they 
performed  a  service  for  the  American  people  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  overrate  or  even  to  state  in  its  full  measures  of  l)enefi- 
cence.  They  introduced  to  the  world  democracy  as  a  form  of 
government — a  government  by  all  the  people  devised  solely  to 
protect,  serve  and  prosper  all  the  people." 
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He  then  quoted  tlie  words  of  George  T3ancroft,  an  outstanding  his- 
tDrian  of  the  United  States,  ahout  the  feehngs  of  the  signers  in  the  closing 
hours  of  the  Convention  : 

"  'The  members  were  awestruck  at  the  result  of  their  councils ; 
the  Constitution  was  a  nobler  work  than  any  one  of  them  believed 
possible  to  devise.' 

"And  so  it  has  proved  to  be  din-ing  the  severe  test  of  a  century 
and  a  half  of  our  country's  amazing  growth  and  progressiveness," 
the  Mayor  continued. 

"This  development,  this  progress  toward  ever  new  and  greater 
achievements,  may  I  jjredict,  is  only  in  its  earlier  stages.  The 
destiny  of  Americans,  under  their  Charter  of  Liberty,  freedom  and 
independence,  in  which  the  right  of  all  the  i)eople  to  govern  them- 
selves in  their  own  interests  is  safeguarded  forever  against  any 
and  all  encroachments,  will  reach  far  intd  the  future. 

"The  future,  due  to  the  ]^atriotism  of  those  we  honor  tr)day  ; 
because  of  their  wisdom,  their  foresight  and  their  fervent  desire 
to  protect  posterity,  will  write  pages  of  history  of  the  American 
people  more  glorious  than  any  of  the  past.  On  those  pages  will 
be  recorded  the  eternal  truth  that  a  free  people,  undominated  by 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  any  kind,  free  to  ex]ian(l  their  souls  as 
well  as  their  bodies  and  material  achievements,  may  rise  to'  anv 
heights  that  their  humble  reliance  upon  a  beneficent  and  i\lmighty 
God  may  conceive." 

Dean  Herbert  F.  Goodrich,  of  the  University  of  1 'enns\-lvania  Law 
School,  addressed  the  audience  and  dwelt  upon  the  new  interpretation 
that  had  been  ])ut  u])on  the  Constitution  in  recent  years.  Lie  gave  an 
account  of  the  history  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

"The  framers  of  our  Constitution,"  he  said,  "wisely  made  that 
document  a  general  outline  of  our  governments :  not  a  detailed  set 
of  by-laws.  Necessarily  the  result  is  to  leave  manv  f|uestions  open. 
Sometimes  it  is  said  that  three-fourths  of  the  Constitution  is  ex- 
plicit ;  on  onlv  a  minor  ]:)ortion  is  there  room  for  doubt.  It  seems 
to  me  more  accurate  to  say  that  onlv  on  one-fourth  have  the 
questions  arisen  which  have  made  for  sharp  differences  of  opinion. 
But  those  questions  are  the  vital  ones  which  come  up  between  us 
in  any  period  fif  change  when  the  majority  desires  to  ]iush  gov- 
ernmental control  into  new  fields. 

"It  is  inevitable  that  in  matters  of  government  we  liave  dififer- 
ences  of  oi:)inion  among  us.  The  best  course  to  pursue  is  not  open 
to  scientific  ]5roof  in  most  instances.  We  cannot  prove  that  by 
setting  up  a  Social  Security  Act  we  shall  prevent  the  sufl^ering 
from  unemployment  in  depression  with  the  certainty  that  vaccina- 
tion will  i)revent  small])0x.  It  is  possible  for  critics  acting  in  entire 
good  faith  to  hold  the  view  that  a  jiarticular  cure  is  worse  than 
the  disease.  Furthermore  we  have  in  governmental  action  which 
puts  limitation  upon  some  people  for  the  protection  of  others,  a 
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clash  of  interests  not  present  in  other  fields.  Everyone  henefits 
if  we  get  rid  of  smallpox.  But  a  statute  limiting  working  hours 
in  industry  may  be  looked  upon  b}'  an  employer  as  an  arl^itrary 
and  unwarranted  interference  with  his  supposed  right  to  conduct 
his  business  as  he  pleases. 

"And  if  he  thoroughly  believes  it  to  be  arljitrary,  it  is  an  easy 
step  for  him  to  find,  or  think  he  finds,  something  in  the  Constitu- 
tion to  protect  him  from  such  interfci"ence.  It  is  almost  inevitable 
that  questions  of  social  policy  expressed  through  law,  and  questions 
about  our  Constitution  go  hand  in  hand.  They  have  for  nearly 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  they  will  continue  so  lung  as  we 
continue  to  live  in  a  democracy  under  a  written  Constitution."" 

After  Dean  (Goodrich's  address,  the  Reverend  W  illiam  Rnulston 
McKean,  minister  in  charge  of  Christ  Church,  delivered  the  benediction. 

Then  began  the  ceremonies  at  the  graves  of  the  three  signers  buried 
in  the  old  churchyard.  The  first  was  that  at  the  grave  of  James  Wilson, 
where  Chief  Justice  Kephart,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  the  career  of  this  patriot.  Justice  Kc])hart  said  that  some  of 
Wilson's  doctrines  in  advocating  the  subordination  of  common  rights  to 
the  common  good  and  in  defining  the  rights  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
shocking  and,  therefore,  his  own  age  failed  to  accord  him  full  measure 
of  recognition. 

"Today  his  theories  of  constitutional  government  and  absolute 
democracy  have  universal  acceptance.  In  his  day,  they  were 
outposts  of  advanced  tlK)Ught,"  Justice  Kephart  said. 

"During  his  life  he  received  little  of  popular  acclaim.  His 
foreign  birth,  his  reserved  and  dignified  manner,  his  scholarly 
aloofness,  formed  a  l»rrier  to  contemporarv  recognition.  He  did 
not  seek  political  favor.  His  merits  appear  only  in  retrospect. 
Ironically,  the  great  body  of  Americans  regarded  as  an  aristocrat 
or  a  Tory  the  man  who  most  ardently  championed  democracy  and 
independence.  Selfish  interests  and  self-seeking  politicians,  dis- 
tressed by  his  broad  democratic  views,  conspired  to  calumniate 
him.  He  was  ousted  from  Congress  at  one  time ;  at  another, 
attacked  by  a  mob  and  besieged  in  his  house." 

The  wreath  was  placed  on  AVilson's  grave  by  ]\Ir.  Frank  W.  Aleh'in, 
Chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission. 

The  next  ceremony  was  at  the  grave  of  Rol)ert  Morris,  wliere  AIa_\-or 
Wilson  said  that  "a  monument  as  stout  as  his  courage,  as  tall  as  his 
deeds  and  as  exalted  as  his  patriotism"  should  be  erected  in  his  honor 
on  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Parkway. 

"Usually  referred  to  as  the  'financier  of  the  Revolution,"  Robert 
Morris  was  much  more  than  that,"  the  Mayor  said.  "The  term 
conveys  to  most  minds  merely  a  picture  of  a  banker  who  found 
funds  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  business,  and,  when  they  were 
duly  protected  by  securities,  paid  them  into  the  war  treasury. 
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"Robert  Morris  gave  all  lie  had  tn  the  Ameriean  cause,  which 
he  had  furthered  in  every  possible  way  for  many  years  previous 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and,  when  more  monev  was 
needed,  he  borrowed,  not  on  the  credit  of  the  government,  but  on 
his  own  credit,  and  gave  the  money  to  Washington. 

"He  was  a  patriot  in  the  truest  sense.  He  did  not  handle  the 
money  for  the  Revolution  in  order  to  swell  his  personal  profits, 
but  for  the  cause  of  American  indejjendence.   The  richest  Ameri- 


THE  CEREMONIES  IN  CHRIST  CHURCHYARD  HONORING 
GRAVES  OF  SIGNERS 
In  the  front  row,  left  to  right:  Congressman  Sol  Bloom,  Mayor  S.  Davis  Wilson, 
Mrs.  George  H.  Earle,  Governor  Earle,  Chief  Justice  John  W.  Kephart,  and  Mr. 
Albert  M.  Greenfield,  the  State  Chairman.    Immediately  behind  Mr.  Greenfield  are 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Beury  and  Mr.  Isaac  Crawford  Sutton. 

can  of  his  time,  he  placed  all  his  wealth  Ijchind  the  armies  of 
Washington  and  staked  it  on  the  victory. 

"Many  millions  of  dollars  passed  through  the  hands  of  Robert 
Morris  during  those  crucial  years,  but  there  was  never  a  sugges- 
tion or  an  insinuation  against  his  rock-ribbed  integrity.  Yet, 
after  the  war,  personal  misfortune  overtook  this  rich  man  and  he 
was  reduced  to  penury  and  even  to  imprisonment  for  debt — and 
we  blush  for  tlie  American  people  and  for  jurisprudence  as  we 
tell  it.    Hut  such  was  the  custom  of  the  day. 

"How  the  American  people  could  have  permitted  such  an 
indignity  to  so  good  a  man  and  so  great  a  patriot  is  beyond  the 
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power  of  those  of  the  present  day  to  contemplate.    Yet  it  is 
history." 

The  wreath  was  then  placed  on  the  grave  by  Colonel  Robert  Alorris, 
a  descendant  of  the  signer.  In  every  instance — except  that  of  James 
Wilson — the  wreaths  were  placed  by  descendants — lineal  or  collateral — 
of  the  signers. 

The  speaker  at  the  grave  of  Pierce  Butler  was  I\Ir.  Albert  L.  Aloise, 
of  the  Philadelphia  Bar,  formerly  of  South  Carolina,  and  a  member 
of  a  family  that  had  given  that  state  man_\'  distinguished  jurists  and 
statesmen.  Mr.  Moise  gave  an  outline  of  the  life  of  Pierce  Butler  and 
told  of  the  part  that  he  took  in  the  Federal  Convention. 

"He  proposed  a  rule  to  provide  against  absence  from  the  Con- 
vention, and  an  improper  publication  of  its  proceedings,"  he  said. 
"He  objected  to  a  reduction  of  the  powers  of  the  states,  but  ap- 
proved of  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  government  as 
stated  in  the  A'irginia  plan.  He  was  the  author  of  the  fugitive 
slave  clause.  He  supported  the  proposals  of  property  as  part  of 
the  basis  for  representation  and  was  against  the  plan  of  a  triple 
executive. 

"He  objected  to  an  amendment  declaring  that  the  legislature 
'shall  fulfill  the  engagements  and  discharge  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,'  on  the  ground  that  it  would  compel  payment  to  blood- 
suckers who  had  speculated  on  the  distress  of  others,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  had  fought  and  bled  for  their  country. 

"He  returned  to  South  Carolina  in  time  to  defend  the  Consti- 
tution in  the  Assembly,  but  did  not  sit  in  the  ratifying  convention." 

The  wreath  was  placed  by  Charles  Temple  Butler  Wister. 

With  the  completion  of  the  ceremonies  at  Christ  Church,  the  memorial 
procession  moved  to  the  Christ  Church  Burial  Ground  at  Fifth  and  z'\rch 
Streets  and  began  one  of  the  most  colorful  events  of  the  day — the  decora- 
tion of  the  grave  of  Franklin.  In  full  view  of  an  audience  outside  the 
graveyard — for  Franklin's  grave  can  be  seen  from  Arch  Street,  the  brick 
wall  having  long  been  opened  for  passersby — Governor  Earle  delivered 
an  address. 

"It  is  a  distinct  honor  to  come  here  on  this  historic  site  and 
pay  tribute  to  a  former  Governor  of  Pennsylvania — Benjamin 
Franklin,"  he  said. 

"Benjamin  Franklin's  portrait  has  a  place  on  the  wall  of  the 
Governor's  Office  in  Harrisburg.  ^lany  times  I  have  eyed  the 
kindly  face  of  the  man  whose  footsteps  every  one  of  his  successors 
would  like  to  follow. 

"During  his  term  as  Governor,  Benjamin  Franklin  served  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Federal  Co^ivention  which  gave  ])irth  to  the 
greatest  document  in  American  history.  Designed  by  men  with 
keen  and  honest  minds,  that  instrument  has  for  one  hundred  and 
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fifty  years  held  firm  in  the  many  trials  through  which  this  Nation 
has  passed. 

"History  has  written  its  own  judgment  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  the  other  Founding  heathers  we  honor  here  today.  We  cannot 
add  to  their  reputation  by  anything-  we  say  concerning  them. 
But  we  can  pay  them  the  honor  they  deserve — try  to  model  our 
lives  after  theirs,  for  the  measure  of  their  greatness  is  not  so 
much  in  the  words  they  have  written,  l)ut  in  the  great  institution 
of  government  which  these  same  words  made  possible. 

"One  hundred  and  fifty  years  seem  a  long  period.  Yet  there 
are  men  living  today  whose  grandfathers  were  a  i^art  of  that 
struggle  to  form  a  new  nation,  who  saw  and  talked  to  Washington, 
Jefi^erson,  Madison,  Franklin  and  the  others. 

"Our  Constitution  mav  seem  old,  as  human  life  is  measured; 
actually  it  is  voung,  fresh,  vil)rant  with  life  and  vitality. 

"Few  men  have  ever  struggled  for  one  jjrinciple  as  did  our 
early  American  statesmen.  Fach  and  every  one  performed  some 
distinct  ])u])lic  service  for  the  oppressed  and  weary. 

"Their  humaneness  and  determination  carried  them  to  great 
heights. 

"They  received  no  reward  for  their  untnnng  efforts.  Nor  was 
compensation  expected  by  them. 

"They  had  faith  that  succeeding  generations  would  do  but 
one  thing :  To  live  by  the  principles  they  immortalized  when  they 
met  in  Philadelphia  a  century  and  a  half  ago. 

"History  records  Franklin  as  a  Statesman,  a  Scholar,  and  a 
Scientist.  We  today  can  say  even  more — he  was  a  great — great 
American." 

The  wreath  was  placed  by  Morris  Duane,  a  descendant  of  Franklin. 

The  ceremonies  at  the  grave  of  Jacob  Broom,  close  by,  were  then 
held,  with  Judge  John  Biggs,  Jr.,  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  making  the  address. 

After  giving  a  brief  summar\-  of  the  life  of  Jacob  liroom.  Judge 
Biggs  said : 

"In  the  Constitutional  Convention,  whereby  the  great  Charter 
of  our  liberties  was  composed  and  set  up,  Jacob  Broom  took  a 
leading  part.  There  with  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Convention 
he  strove  for  the  good  of  his  fellowmen.  LTnafraid  to  look  to  the 
future,  undaunted  by  the  perils  of  the  age,  with  wisdom  and  with 
courage,  Broom  performed  his  duties,  as  did  the  other  members 
of  that  Convention. 

"To  the  thoughtful  there  is  a  great  similarity  between  those 
days  and  our  present  time.  Again,  unknow-n  fears  crowd  upon  our 
horizon.  Now,  as  then,  many  of  them  are  exaggerated  for  want 
of  courage  and  uiiderstanding.  The  conditions  of  human  life, 
of  human  endeavor,  are  ever  changing.  In  the  time  of  our  fore- 
fathers the  task  presented  was  to  knit  together  the  interests 
of  divergent  states.   In  our  time  the  problem  confronting  us  is 


M 


Decorating  the  Graves  of  the  Pennsylvania  Signers  55 


to  knit  divergent  econoniic  interests  into  an  integrtited  whole, 
into  a  nation,  in  which  each  man  shall  have  his  individual  rights 
and  liherties  consonant  with  the  good  of  the  whole.  In  1785 
certain  memhers  of  the  Convention  doubted  that  such  a  result 
could  be  accomplished.  They  expected  their  work  to  last  but  a 
few  years,  and  then  pass  as  a  design  sketched  upon  sand  is  de- 
stroyed by  a  storm.  Today  certain  of  our  citizens  entertain  a 
similar  skepticism. 


THE  CEREMONY  AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN 
Left  to  right:  Mr.  Morris  Duanc,  a  descendant  of  Franklin;  Governor  George  H. 
Earle,  Mrs.  Earic,  Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield,  the  State  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Isaac 
Crawford  Sutton,  Chairman  of  the  Graves  Decoration  Committee  of 
September  29,  1937. 


"But  the  lives  and  work  of  the  framers  of  our  Ci.nstitution 
will  remain  a  living  refutation  of  such  skepticism  so  long  as  his- 
tory turns  her  pages.  Their  lives  and  their  work  show  forth 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  that  courage  and  honesty  can  deal  with 
problems  of  government  presented  to  mankind. 

"The  grave  of  Jacob  Broom  until  today  was  marked  by  no 
stone  or  permanent  marker ;  his  coverlet  was  that  of  the  green 
grass  in  this  burial  ground.  His  stone  is  a  monument  in  the 
memories  of  men,  and  by  the  laying  of  this  wreath  upon  the 
ground  which  covers  his  mortal  remains,  symbolically  a  wreath 
of  ivy  and  rosemary  is  laid  upon  that  monument  in  the  minds 
and  memories  of  every  American  citizen." 
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Tlie  wreath  was  placed  hy  Air.  Truman  \Y.  Campbell,  a  descendant 
of  Jacob  Broom. 

The  procession  then  went  to  the  grave  of  Thomas  FitzSimons  at 
St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Two  addresses  were  delivered  here — one  by  Mr.  Norman  J.  Griffin, 
the  President  of  the  American  Catholic  Historical  Society,  and  the 
other  by  the  Reverend  William  J.  Lallou. 

Mr.  Griffin  spoke,  in  part,  as  follows : 

"We  Pennsylvanians  take  pride  in  the  toleration  and  open- 
mindedness  which  have  always  existed  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution,  Pennsylvania 
was  the  only  State  which  permitted  the  open  exercise  of  religion 
to  any  group,  irrespective  of  creed  .... 

"FitzSimons'  memory  and  the  knowledge  of  the  great  deeds 
that  he  did  as  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  new  nation  were  unfortunately 
obscured  by  the  Know-nothing  movement,  with  its  intolerance 
for  those  of  different  races,  dilTerent  creeds,  and  not  only  was  the 
spirit  of  dangerous,  vicious  and  unlawful  intolerance  promul- 
gated by  the  movement  throughout  the  whole  United  States,  but 
the  primacy  of  Pennsylvania  was  damaged  by  it.  There  is  no 
room  in  any  nation  for  any  hooded,  secret  organization  which 
sets  up  a  s]Mrit  of  hatred  towards  any  group,  or  any  principles 
based  on  any  prejudice  of  any  type  whatsoever,  and  the  state  or 
nation  wherein  such  intolerance  exists,  itself  suffers  because  the 
next  step  after  intolerance  of  religious  beliefs  and  racial  differ- 
ences is  intolerance  of  new  ideas  

"Today  we  draw  the  veil  from  the  memory  of  Thomas  Fitz- 
Simons. W"e  reveal  him  as  one  of  the  results  and  as  a  symbol 
of  toleration.  May  this  unveiling  of  a  memorial  to  him  in  con- 
nection with  the  unveiling  of  the  memorials  to  his  friends  and 
compatriots  be  symbolic  of  the  new  and  external  life  of  amity 
and  friendship  among  all  the  peoples  of  this  Nation  of  ours,  so 
that  they  meet  in  a  com]:ilete  br(jtlic'rhood  for  the  advancement  of 
true  Americanism." 

Father  Lallou,  in  his  address,  mentioned  some  of  the  important 
Catholics  who  have  figured  in  American  history.    He  concluded: 

"The  Church  both  enunciates  in  lier  ]irincii)les  and  exempli- 
fies in  her  members  that  she  is  the  sympathetic  friend  of  those 
American  ideals  and  American  institutions  which  found  expres- 
sion in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  its  appended 
Bill  of  Rights.  Members  of  the  Church  liave  yielded  to  none  in 
devr>tion  to  these  same  ideals  and  institutions — witness  their  money 
and  their  blood,  paid  in  service  and  in  sacrifice.  From  Bunker 
Hill  to  Belleau  Wood  they  have  contributed  blood  to  furnish  the 
crimson  stripes  of  our  country's  flag.  Their  civic  virtue  in 
peace  and  in  war  from  the  days  of  Thomas  FitzSimons  to  the  pres- 
ent has  had  no  mean  share  in  keeping  immaculate  its  white 
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stripes,  while  Catholic  ideals  upholding  the  sacred  character  of  civil 
authority  and  the  dignity  of  American  citizenship  have  provided 
much  of  the  azure  pigment  which  gives  hea\en"s  own  background 
for  the  forty-eight  stars,  which  form  the  constellation  of  the 
American  Commonwealth." 

^Ir.  John  J.  ]\Iaitland.  Jr..  a  collateral  descendant,  placed  the  wreath. 

The  procession  then  m()\-ed  to  the  nearby  Third  Presbyterian 
Churchvard  and  the  grave  of  Jared  Ingersoll.  Here,  the  invocation  was 
deli\-ered  by  the  Reverend  Clarence  Shannon  Long,  of  the  Third  Presby- 
terian Church.  Joseph  P.  Gafifney,  Escj..  Chancellor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Bar  Association,  spoke.  The  wreath  was  placed  b}-  Jared  Inger- 
soll, a  descendant. 

The  last  ceremony  in  the  city  was  that  at  the  I\It.  A'ernon 
Cemetery.  Ridge  and  Lehigh  Avenues,  at  the  grave  of  William  Church- 
ill Houston.  The  invocation  was  delivered  b}-  the  Reverend  \Mlliam 
Chalmers  Covert,  formerly  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Lnited  States. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Beury,  President  of  Temple  Lniversity,  delivered 
the  address,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  life  of  Houston  and  mentioned 
the  fact  that  an  unfortunate  e\-ent  prevented  him  from  signing  the  Con- 
stitution. Dr.  Beury  said  Houston  "worn  out,  and  ill  with  tubercu- 
losis, was  in  the  South,  desperately  striving  to  regain  his  health.  Eind- 
ing  the  battle  a  losing  one,  he  came  back  to  this  city  to  die.  He  passed 
away  suddenh"  in  Frankford." 

Dr.  Beury  concluded : 

"As  we  place  this  marker  upon  his  grave  as  a  feature  of  the 
exercises  commemorating  the  One  Hundred  and  Eiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  adoption  of  our  Constitution,  let  us  pause  a  moment 
in  reverent  tribute  to  a  man  who  yielded  up  his  life  in  the  service 
of  his  country, — not  on  the  field  of  battle,  where  glory  is  easily 
won,  but  in  the  more  prosaic  roles  of  law-maker,  patriot  and  ad- 
vocate of  American  Liberty." 

The  wreath  was  placed  by  Air.  Houston  Dunn,  a  descendant. 

Such  was  the  series  of  ceremonies  in  Philadelphia  in  honor  of  the 
signers  of  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  surprising  that  such  a  tribute  to 
these  men  had  never  been  thought  of  before. 

During  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth,  the  grave  of  General 
Thomas  ]\Iifflin  in  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Churchyard,  at  Lancaster,  was 
decorated.  The  speaker  was  Dr.  H.  ]\I.  J.  Klein,  Professor  of  History 
in  Franklin  and  ^Marshall  College.  Lancaster.  His  address  was  a  notable 
one  and  was  reprinted  among  the  papers  of  the  Lancaster  County  His- 
torical Society.* 

*  \'olume  XLI.  Xumber  6.  1937. 
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Dr.  Klein  gave  an  account  of  the  career  of  Alifllin,  and  cjuoted  the 
sonnet  written  in  his  honor  by  his  famous  kinsman,  the  poet  Lloyd 
Mifflin.  He  dwelt  on  the  military  career  of  General  Alifflin  and  de- 
fended him  from  criticism  that  has  been  launched  against  him. 

Dr.  Klein  said; 

"After  signing  the  Federal  Constitution  on  September  17, 
1787,  Thomas  Mifflin  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  president  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
from  1788  to  1790,  succeeding  Benjamin  Franklin  tO'  that  office. 
He  was  president  of  the  Convention  which  adopted  the  State 
Constitution  of  1790,  and  was  elected  first  governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth under  that  instrument.  He  was  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  three  terms  of  three  years  each,  which  was  the  limit 
under  the  Constitution  of  1790.  During  these  nine  years,  from 
1790  to  1799,  he  worthily  upheld  the  dignity  of  his  high  position. 
Many  imj)rovements  were  made  in  the  State.  The  first  turnpike 
was  built  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster.  Cjovernor  Mifflin  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  building  of  roads  and  in  inland  navigation. 
During  the  Insurrection  in  the  western  counties  in  1794.  he  per- 
sonally led  the  troops  to  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were 
joined  by  the  militia  of  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  \'irginia,  to 
form  a  national  army — President  Washington's  first  test  of  the 
strength  of  the  new  nation. 

"Due  to  a  disastrous  contagious  fever — probably  cholera — in 
Philadelphia,  i)lans  were  laid  to  remove  the  National  Capital  to 
Washington,  and  the  State  Capital  to  Lancaster.  Before  Gov- 
ernor Mifflin's  term  of  office  expired,  the  State  House  was  in 
Lancaster,  where  it  remained  for  thirteen  years — a  period  over 
which  Thomas  McKean  and  Simon  Snyder  also  presided  as  gov- 
ernors. After  General  Mifflin's  term  of  office  as  governor  ex- 
pired, he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  Phila- 
del])hia.  During  a  session  of  the  Assembly  at  Lancaster,  Dr. 
Logan  arose  and  informed  the  members  that  during  the  night  of 
January  19,  bSOO,  the  patriotic  general,  Thomas  Mifflin,  had  ex- 
pired at  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o'clock." 

The  wreath  was  placed  by  Miss  llarbara  Mifflin  Boyd,  a  ctillateral 
descendant. 

Members  of  the  I-^ancaster  Countv  Historical  Society,  representatives 
of  b'ranklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  of  the  American  Legion,  and 
members  of  Trinity  Church  participated  in  the  ceremony. 

In  recr)gnition  of  Mifflin's  commission  as  Major  General  of  the 
Revolutionary  Arniv  of  the  United  States,  the  ceremony  was  arranged 
in  nfilitarv  style.  Mr.  \  ictor  Ault,  American  Legion  bugler,  opened  the 
tribute  with  the  Assembly  call  and  ckt.sed  it  with  Taps,  and  during  the 
placing  of  the  wreath  by  Miss  Boyd,  Mr.  Oliver  Boblitts,  American 
Legion  drummer,  gave  a  muffled  flrum  roll. 
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The  ceremony  was  arranged  by  Dr.  Herbert  H.  Beck,  President  of 
the  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society,  who  presided.  The  Reverend 
Dr.  A.  B.  Macintosh,  pastor  of  Trinity  Church,  gave  the  invocation. 
Mayor  James  H.  Ross  spoke  briefly.  The  event  was  broadcast  over 
radio  station  WGAL. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  two  o'clock,  there  were  simultaneous  unveilings 
— one  at  the  grave  of  George  Clymer,  in  Trenton,  and  the  other  at  that 
of  Gouverneur  Morris,  in  New  York  City. 


THE  CEREMONY  AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  GEORGE  CLYMER,  IN  TRENTON 
Honorable  Harold  G.  Hoffman,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  Major 
General  Edward  C.  Shannon,  representing  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  are  in 

the  right  background. 


The  ceremonies  in  Trenton  were  at  the  Friends'  Old  Meeting  Bur)'- 
ing  Ground,  at  Hanover  and  INIontgomery  Streets. 

Governor  Harold  G.  Hoffman,  and  Major  General  Edward  C.  Shan- 
non, commander  of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  representing 
Governor  Earle.  were  the  principal  speakers.  Each  stressed  a  ]")hase 
of  the  life  of  the  merchant-financier-statesman.  Clymer  died  in  1813 
in  Morrisville. 

Then  came  the  unveiling  of  the  bronze  plaque  on  the  aged  toml)stone 
by  Miss  Elizabeth  Macfarlane,  of  Pittsburgh,  a  great-great-great-grand- 
daughter of  Clymer.   Miss  Macfarlane  and  Mrs.  Dorothea  Clymer  Eroh- 
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man,  of  Port  Richmond,  Long  Island,  a  great-granddanghter,  placed 
wreaths  npon  the  grave. 

Mr.  Harry  S.  Walsh,  a  memhcr  of  the  Mercer  Conntv  nnit  of  the  New 
Jersey  United  States  Constitution  Committee,  acted  as  chairman  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  George  DeBenneville  Keim,  chairman  of  the  state  group. 
Following  the  unveiling  and  placing  of  the  wreaths.  Mayor  William  J. 
Connor  spoke  ])riefl\-,  stating  "Trenton  is  extremely  proud  to  be  the 
scene  of  the  last  resting  i)lace  of  so  distinguished  a  personage  as  George 
Clymer." 

General  wShannon  and  ( iovernor  Hoffman  then  spoke,  with  General 
Shannon  giving  an  excellent  and  comprehensive  accuunt  nf  the  life  of 
Clymer,  and  a  summary  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  Fie  pointed  out  that  "had  it  not  been  for  George  Clymer, 
Pennsylvania  would  not  have  been,  on  December  12,  17S7,  the  second 
State  to  enter  the  Finion  Ijy  the  ado])ti(in  of  the  new  Constitution  for 
which  he  so  valiantly  labored." 

He  told  of  the  riot  in  which  Clymer's  house  in  Chester  County  was 
destroyed  after  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  by  the  British  led  by  a  band  of 
Tories.  He  also  mentioned  the  fact  that  Clvmer  was  visiting  James 
Wilson  at  the  time  a  mob  broke  into  the  hitter's  house,  which  was 
situated  (in  the  southwest  corner  of  Third  and  Walnut  Streets. 

Dr.  J.  Iredell  Wyckoff,  of  Mercliant\  ille,  New  Jersey,  State  American 
Legion  Commander,  briefly  addressed  the  gathering.  Major  General 
Winfield  S.  Price,  commander  of  the  New  Jersey  National  (iuard,  and 
Adjutant  General  William  A.  Higgins  were  introduced.  ^^Ir.  Harvey 
T.  Satterthwaite,  member  of  the  Friends'  Meeting,  accepted  the  perpetual 
marker  on  belialf  of  the  Trenton  Meeting. 

The  exercises  were  brought  to  a  fitting  close  as  Governor  Hoffman, 
Mayor  Connor,  the  inii formed  officers  and  color  guard  of  Trenton 
Post,  American  Legion,  grouped  about  the  grave  as  Mr.  Chester  A. 
Hills,  post  bugler,  sounded  taps. 

In  New  "N'ork  City  the  ceremonies  at  the  grave  of  Gouverneur  Morris 
took  place  in  St.  Ann's  Episcopal  Churchyard,  140th  Street  and  St. 
Ann's  Avenue.  I  he  invocation  was  delivered  by  the  Reverend  Charles 
Russell. 

The  Nczv  ]'(>rk  ffcrald-Trihitiic  of  Se])teml)er  30,  1937,  gave  an 
elaborate  account  ol  the  affair. 

Honorable  Charles  J.  Margiotti,  Attorney-General  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  represented  (Iovernor  I'^arle,  delivered  an  address.  Mr.  Meyer 
Levy,  acting  vice-chairman  of  the  New  York  Constitutional  Sescjuicen- 
tennial  Commission,  presided.  Lieutenant-*  iovernor  M.  William  Bray, 
representing  Governor  Herbert  H.  Lehman,  of  New  York ;  Alderman 
Newbold  Alorris.  Jr.,  a  direct  descendant  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  who 
represented  Maycjr  La  (_"iuardia.  and  Mr.  Levy  also  spoke. 
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Mr.  Morris  said : 

"In  this  great  industrial,  commercial  and  financial  center  re- 
pose the  remains  of  great  Americans  who  lived  their  lives  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  left  for  future  Americans  the  right  to  pursue 
life,  liberty  and  happiness  with  faith.  Around  us  are  the  outward 
and  visible  signs  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  they  gave.  In 
this  great  borough  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men,  women  and 
children  who  have  found  the  liberty  that  our  ancestors  gained 
for  us  through  hardships  and  struggle. 

"Here  he  my  own  ancestors — Lewis  Morris,  the  first  Governor 
of  New  Jersey  and  the  first  chief  justice  of  New  York.  Beside 
him  here  lies  his  son,  Lewis  Morris,  the  only  signer  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  from  New  York  City.  And  here  lies 
his  other  son,  Gouverneur  Morris,  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  a  framer  of  two  constitutions,  the  Federal  and  the  State  ; 
author  of  the  clause  providing  for  religious  freedom ;  Washing- 
ton's Riinister  to  France  and  United  States  Senator  from  New 
York. 

"There  is  something  more  than  blood  relationship  which  ties 
these  names  to  me.  They  handed  down  their  name  to  me,  and 
with  it  their  ideals.  I  feel  their  presence  here  where  my  family 
lived  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  And  I  come,  not  to  add 
anything  to  this  demonstration  myself,  but  to  take  away  with  me 
strength  and  idealism  that  comes  from  the  reaffirmance  of  the 
ideals  our  fathers  brought  to  these  shores." 

Gouverneur  Morris,  who,  although  he  was  born  and  died  in  New 
York,  passed  the  productive  years  of  his  life  in  Pennsvlvania,  was  one 
of  the  most  influential  of  the  eight  signers  of  the  document  for  Penn- 
sylvania. 

In  his  address,  Mr.  Margiotti  said : 

"Our  Constitution  sets  up  the  most  perfect  and  Godlike  form 
of  government  that  human  beings  can  conceive.  It  has  made  us 
one  free,  mighty  nation — an  example  to  a  world  from  which  lib- 
erty is  vanishing  and  in  which  national  unities  are  breaking  into 
fragments." 

The  wreath  was  placed  by  the  Reverend  Lewis  Gouverneur  M(3rris. 

Thus  was  concluded  an  event  which  renewed  interest  in  some  of 
the  figures  in  our  history  whose  importance  had  at  times  been  forgotten 
in  the  passing  of  years.  History  now  recognizes  that  the  men  who 
signed  the  Constitutirju  were  as  im]K)rtant  as  those  who  had  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  membership  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  decoration  of  these 
graves  included,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Sutton,  its  chairman.  Dr.  Herbert  H. 
Beck,  Mr.  Alfred  A.  J.  Clark,  Mr.  Sidney  B.  Dexter,  Mr.  Michael  Dono- 
hoe,  Mr.  Philip  H.  Gadsden,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Gafifney,  Mr.  Joseph  F. 


62    The  Federal  Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania 


Decorating  the  Graves  of  the  Pennsylvania  Signers  63 


Gallagher,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Grakelow,  Mr.  Norman  J.  Griffin,  Dr.  E.  M. 
Hartnian,  Mr.  William  F.  James,  Rev.  William  Kelly,  Rev.  Clarence 
Shannon  Long,  Rev.  Aden  B.  Macintosh,  Rev.  William  Roulston 
McKean,  Mr.  Frank  W.  Melvin,  Mr.  Roland  S.  Morris,  Mr.  Edward 
Robins,  Rev.  John  F.  Rowan,  Major-General  Shannon,  Mr.  Philip 
C.  Staples,  Mr.  J.  Hale  Steinman,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Wayne,  Jr. 


Chapter  IX 


THE  COMMITTEE  WIDENS  ITS  ACTIVITIES 

During  the  week  of  September  17,  1937,  while  tht-  celebration  in 
Philadelphia  was  being  held,  there  had  been  Constitutional  observances 
in  about  two  hundred  other  communities  in  Pennsylvania.  These  consisted 
of  parades  aand  pageants,  sermons  by  clergymen,  and  observances  in  the 
public  schools.  Many  of  these  celebrations  had  been  inspired  by  the 
United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission,  but  it  is  certain 
that  tlie  literature  which  the  State  Committee  distributed  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  played  an  important  part  in  stimulating  some  of  them. 

The  State  Committee  cooperated  in  various  community  exercises. 
One  of  the  first  in  which  it  joined  was  that  of  the  Borough  of  Yeadon,  in 
Delaware  County.  This  celebration  extended  over  a  period  of  seven  days. 
The  Committee,  at  the  request  of  the  borough,  gave  this  celebration  much 
publicity.  Mr.  William  T.  Kerr  was  general  chairman  of  the  program. 

The  Yeadon  exercises  opened  on  Saturday,  Se]3tember  11,  with 
a  parade  of  thirty-two  hundred,  and  continued  through  Friday,  Septem- 
ber 17.  On  Sunday,  the  twelfth,  an  elaborate  program  of  religious 
events,  with  various  denominations  participating,  was  held.  There  fol- 
lowed activities  by  men's  and  junior  organizations,  and  by  Boy  and  Girl 
Scouts.  The  main  celebration  was  on  Thursday,  the  sixteenth,  when 
Mayor  Wilson,  of  Philadelphia,  was  one  of  the  speakers.  Dr.  Arthur 
Charles  James  also  delivered  an  address,  "Our  Constitution — Bulwark  of 
American  Liberty."  The  meeting,  in  the  Yeadon  High  School  auditorium, 
was  attended  by  all  Delaware  and  Chester  County  burgesses  and  judges. 
There  were  musical  and  stage  presentations,  including  singing  by  the 
Keystone  Quartette  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad ;  a  chorus  of  thirty 
voices  from  Berks  County,  a  full  orchestra,  and  two  tal)leaux,  entitled : 
"Signing  of  the  Con,stitution"  and  "Betsy  Ross  Making  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States."  Historic  characters  were  portrayed  by  the  members  of 
the  Yeadon  Masonic  Square  Club.  On  Friday,  the  seventeenth,  "Consti- 
tution Day,"  was  observed  with  a  program  in  the  Yeadon  schools,  in 
which  boys'  and  girls'  bugle  and  drum  corps  competed.  There  also 
was  an  amateur  stage  show  and  dance  in  the  Yeadon  High  School. 
During  the  period  of  the  celebration,  delegations  of  American  Legion, 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  other  patriotic  and  civic  organizations 
visited  the  borough. 

In  Westmoreland  County,  on  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth,  there 
were  six  different  meetings,  at  which  speakers  of  prominence  praised 
the  Constitution  and  the  men  who  drafted  it.  In  East  Liberty,  Alle- 
gheny County,  there  was  a  parade  which  took  two  and  a  half  hours 
to  pass  a  given  point. 

(65) 
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On  September  17,  there  also  was  a  celebration  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
where  from  a  i^latform  in  Pulilic  Square  Park,  Mr.  Frank  P.  Slattery, 
President  nl  the  Luzerne  County  Law  and  Library  Association,  de- 
Hvered  an  address  on  the  Constitution.  He  gave  an  excellent  interpreta- 
tion of  the  document,  and  described  it  as  tlie  "best  form  of  government 
ever  devised.''  Mayor  Charles  N.  Loveland,  who  presided,  also  made 
an  address. 

Another  colorful  celebration  was  that  in  the  city  of  Bethlehem 
on  September  17.  The  day  previous,  the  Bethlehem  Globe-Times  pub- 
lished a  special  Constitution  edition. 

Judge  Albert  A\'.  Johnson  of  the  Middle  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
spoke  at  the  Chaml)ersburg  High  School  on  the  morning  of  the  seven- 
teenth ;  in  the  Waynesboro  ITigh  School  at  2:  30  in  the  afternoon,  and 
then  returned  to  Chambersburg  to  a  community  meeting  that  night  in 
the  Chambersburg  High  School  auditoriuuL  In  his  address  there,  he 
declared  that  many  nations  had  modeled  their  constitutions  after  ours. 

"There  are  those  who  would  upset  or  destroy  our  Constitution," 
he  said,  "and  that  is  why  we  are  having  these  celebrations."  He  added 
that  the  Constitution  had  provided  a  real  democracy  in  which  poor  girls 
and  boys  had  equal  opportunity  with  those  of  wealth.  In  the  churches 
of  Waynesboro  on  Sunday,  September  18,  special  sermons  were  given 
in  honor  of  "Constitution  Sunday." 

On  Tuesday,  September  21,  Waynesl^oro  began  a  three-day  celebra- 
tion with  a  banciuet  at  which  Mr.  John  Dickinson,  former  y\ttorney-Gen- 
eral,  spoke  of  the  Constitution  as  "a  lesson  in  compromise."  The  banquet 
was  held  in  tlie  Lutheran  Cluu'cli  dining  rooms,  and  nearl\-  three  hundred 
men  and  women  were  present.  Another  sjK'aker  was  Honorable  William 
S.  Culbertson,  former  Ambassador  to  Chile.  On  Wednesday  there  was 
a  program  bv  the  Waynesboro  Senior  High  School.  On  Thursday  night, 
September  23,  a  crowd  of  more  than  eight  thousand  persons  assembled 
in  and  around  the  school  stadium  to  witness  the  community  celebration. 
There  was  a  great  flisplay  of  fireworks,  and  an  address  was  delivered  by 
President  Judge  Watson  R.  Davidson,  of  the  Franklin  County  Courts. 
There  were  massed  bands  and  massed  singing  and  it  was  one  of  the 
most  spectacular  celebrations  in  the  history  of  the  county.  Franklin 
County  had  sent  two  delegates  to  the  Pennsylvania  Ratifying  Conven- 
tion— Richard  Bard,  who  was  opposed  to  the  ratification,  and  John  Alli- 
son, who  voted  for  it.  Interest  was  stimulated  in  both  Bard  and  Allison 
by  the  observance  in  the  county,  and  articles  appeared  about  them  in  the 
newspapers. 

On  September  23,  in  Lebanon,  at  the  Beth  Israel  Synagogue,  the 
Lebanon  Lodge,  B'nai  IVritli,  held  a  celebration,  at  which  Dr.  Harris 
Gruman  presided.  Dr.  II.  .M.  J.  Klein,  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege, delivered  an  address  on  the  personalities  of  the  men  behind  the 
Constitution,    Dr.  II.  11.  Shenk,  professor  of  history  at  Le])anon  Lol- 
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lege,  Annville.  also  spoke,  as  did  the  Mayor,  M.  E.  Meiser.  The  same 
day  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church  sponsored  by  the 
Lebanon  Quota  Club,  whose  members  with  the  aid  of  the  Reverend 
William  E.  Swoope,  the  pastor,  arranged  an  appropriate  service.  Dr. 
Swoope  delivered  an  able  address  on  the  Constitution. 

Meanwhile,  the  Pennsylvania  Commemoration  Committee,  in  prepar- 
ing for  its  state-wide  activities  which  it  ])roposed  to  encourage  by 
personal  contact,  financial  assistance  and  otherwise,  mapped  out  six 
regional  districts  in  the  State,  of  which  Philadelphia,  Pittslnirgh,  Harris- 
burg,  Williamsport,  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Erie  were  the  centers.  The 
regional  districts  soon  became  known  b)'  the  names  of  these  cities. 

The  sixty-seven  counties  in  the  State  were  apportioned  among  the 
regional  districts.  It  was  decided  that  the  activities  be  supervised  in 
each  region  by  a  general  chairman,  an  honorary  chairman  and  a  chair- 
man of  an  executive  committee,  this  latter  committee  to  consist  of  a 
chairman  from  each  county  in  the  region. 

The  Philadelphia  Region  included  the  county  of  Philadelphia  and 
five  adjoining  counties.  The  Pittsburgh  Region  was  made  up  of  twelve 
counties,  the  Erie  Region  of  nine  counties,  the  Wilkes-Barre  Region  of 
ten  counties,  the  Harrisburg  Region  of  seventeen  counties,  and  the  Wil- 
liamsport Region  of  thirteen  counties.*  This  arrangement  made  it  a 
simple  matter  for  the  Committee  to  reach  every  town,  village  and 
borough  in  the  state  through  the  various  chairmen. 

In  order  that  celebrations  might  be  stimulated  in  all  of  these  regions, 
the  State  Chairman  deemed  it  advisable  that  a  personal  representative 
of  the  Committee  be  sent  into  the  field  to  encourage  such  activities. 
He  planned  that  this  representative  confer  with  leading  citizens  in  com- 
munities throughout  the  State  and  ofi"'er  the  Committee's  aid.  This,  he 
felt,  would  prove  far  more  effective  than  the  mere  sending  of  letters 
urging  participation  by  the  various  counties  in  the  Constitution  observ- 
ances. 

From  the  start  of  its  activities,  the  Committee  had  based  its  plans 
on  the  fact  that  the  celebration  was  of  interest  not  only  to  Philadelphia 
but  to  every  town  and  hamlet  in  the  State ;  and  it  established  a  financial 
budget  for  each  region  to  be  used  to  defray  the  exi)enses  of  these  com- 
munities, and  serve  as  a  further  inducement  for  them  to  join  in  the 
commemorative  programs. 

Upon  the  acceptance  by  Mr.  Greenfield  of  the  State  Chairmanship, 
he  had  assigned  Mr.  1 1.  Ennis  Jones,  assistant  to  the  president  of  Albert 
M.  Greenfield  &  Co.,  to  serve  as  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman,  with- 
out compensation,  and  to  represent  and  act  ff)r  the  State  Chairman  in 
all  active  committee  matters. 


*  A  map  in  the  appendix  shows  the  State  as  divided  into  regions  with  the  counties 
apportioned  to  them. 
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Mr.  Jones,  a  former  banker,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  where  he  has 
for  many  years  been  active  in  civic  affairs.  As  chairman  of  a  committee 
of  the  Poor  Richard  Clnb,  appointed  to  erect  a  memorial  to  Benjamin 
h^ranklin,  he  orj^anized  the  ISen  jamin  Franklin  Memnrial  Inci  irpi  iratcd, 
a  group  of  public  spirited  civic  leaders,  of  which  the  late  Cyrus  H.  K. 
Curtis  was  the  first  president,  under  whose  leadership  a  fund  of 
$5,000,000  was  raised  by  puljlic  subscription.  Mr.  Jones  is  tlie  treasurer 
and  a  director  and  was  general  manager  of  this  movement  which  re- 


THE  FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE  PITTSBURGH  REGION  COMMITTEE, 

OCTOBER  II,  1937 
Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller,  centre,  discusses  plans  with  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  the 

Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman. 


suited  in  the  erection  of  the  llenjamin  Franklin  Memorial  on  the  I 'ark- 
wav  at  Logan  Circle,  in  1 'hiladeli)hia.  This  mmnimental  structure, 
made  possible  through  the  joint  effort  of  the  two  organizations,  is  now 
the  home  of  the  Franklin  Institute  and  one  of  the  finest  landmarks  in  the 
city.  Because  of  Mr.  Jones'  organizing  ability,  Mr.  Greenfield  requested 
him  to  personally  undertake  the  field  work  of  stimulating  the  activities  of 
the  Committee  throughout  the  Commonwealth  in  additiijn  to  supervising 
the  headquarters  office  and  the  development  of  the  general  program. 

On  Sunday,  October  10,  1937,  Mr.  Jones  and  two  members  of  the 
Committee's  publicity  staff'  left  Philadelphia  to  attend  meetings  of  the 
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committee  memljers  in  each  of  the  six  regions  of  the  State,  as  follows : 
Pittsburgh  Region  No.  1. — A  meeting  was  held  October  11,  1937, 
at  the  William  Penn  Hotel,  with  Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller  presiding. 
Tlie  chairmen  selected  for  this  region  were  Mayor  Cornelius  D.  Scully, 
Honorary  Chairman  ;  former  Governor  John  S.  Fisher,  Regional  Chair- 
man ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Alvin  Jones,*  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Erie  Region  No.  2. — The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Lawrence  Hotel 
on  October  13,  1937,  with  J.  l^lmer  Reed,  Esq.,  presiding.  The  chair- 


A  WILLIAMSPORT  REGION  MEETING 
Left  to  right:  Dr.  A.  M.  Weaver,  Superintendent  of  Williamsport  Schools,  Mr. 
H.  Ennis  Jones,  the  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman,  and  Mayor  Charles  B.  Wolfe. 


men  selected  for  this  region  were  Mayor  Charlie  R.  Barber,  Honorary 
Chairman;  J.  Elmer  Reed,  Esq.,  Regional  Chairman;  and  Mr.  John  B. 
Brooks,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Williamsport  Region  No.  3. — The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Ly- 
coming Hotel,  October  15,  1937,  with  Mayor  Charles  D.  Wolfe  jiresid- 
ing.  The  chairmen  selected  for  this  district  were  Mayor  Charles  D. 
Wolfe,  Flonorary  Chairman;  Mr.  James  W.  Foresman,  Regional  Chair- 
man; and  Mr.  Carl  W.  Merdic,  Chairman  of  tlie  Executive  Committee. 

*  Mr.  Charles  Alvin  Jones  later  resigned  and  Judge  G.  Malcolm  McDonald  was 
appointed  as  Chairman  of  the  Pittsl)iirgh  Region  Executive  Committee  in  his 
place. 
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Harrisburg  Region  No.  4. — The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Harris- 
burger  Hotel  on  October  20,  1937,  with  Air.  Vance  C.  McCormick 
presiding.  The  chairmen  selected  for  this  region  were  Mr.  Vance  C. 
McCormick,  Honcjrary  Chairman;  Mayor  John  A.  F.  Hall,  Regional 
Chairman:  and  Colonel  John  Mcllhenny  Smitli,  lliairman  of  tlie  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Wilkes-Barre  Region  No.  5. — The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Mallow-Sterling  on  October  18,  witli  Colonel  Ernest  (i.  Smith  presid- 
ing.   The  chairmen  selected  for  this  region  were  Mayor  Charles  N. 


A  WILKES-BARRE  REGION  MEETING,  OCTOBER  18,  1937,  IN  THE 
HOTEL  MALLOW-STERLING,  WILKES-BARRE 

Loveland,  Honorary  Chairman;  Dr.  Leo  C.  Mundy,  Regional  Chairman; 
and  Colonel  Ernest  G.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

At  each  of  the  regional  meetings  the  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman 
addressed  those  assembled  and  extended  on  behalf  of  Governor  Earle 
and  the  State  Chairman  an  invitation  to  participate  in  the  state-wide 
Constitution  celebration  and  submitted  suggestions  for  regional  activities. 

Thus,  the  State  Chairman's  plans  for  state-wide  observances  of  the 
anniversaries  of  the  Constitution  became  a  certainty.  The  spirit  of  democ- 
racy was  to  be  breathed  into  every  corner  of  the  State. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  chairmanships  of  all  regions, 
both  major  political  parties  were  represented,  giving  positive  assurance 
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AN  ERIE  REGION  MEETING 
Left  to  right:  Mayor  Charlie  R.  Barber,  of  Erie,  Honorary  Chairman;  J.  Elmer  Reed, 
Esq.,  Regional  Chairman;  and  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  Assistant  to  State  Chairman. 

that  the  activities  i>\  the  Ci inmiittce  in  honoring  the  Constitution  tran- 
scended all  ])olitical  considerations. 

The  ap])ointnients  of  the  regional  chairmen  were  approved  officially 
by  Governor  Earle. 

At  a  banquet  of  the  Daughters  of  the  y\merican  Revolution,  held  at 
the  Penn-Harris  Hotel  in  Harrisburg,  on  October  20,  more  than  five 
hundred  delegates  and  guests  were  in  attendance.  Mr.  Greenfield  ad- 
dressed the  gathering  in  part  as  follows : 

"The  bedrock  of  our  progress,  the  beacon  light  which  has  not  vet 
even  flickered,  but  has  shone  on  in  a  steadv  flame  of  courage  and 
hope  for  all  the  people  of  all  lands — is  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion. 

"The  Constitution  is  a  plastic  document,  susceptible  of  varying 
interpretations.  The  present-day  inter]:)retation  reads  into  the 
Constitution  what  are  the  wishes  of  the  ])eople  of  these  United 
States  as  a  whole,  rather  than  a  privileged  few. 

"To  me,  in  e])it(ime,  the  Constitution  is  greater  even  than  all 
its  interpretations  and  its  eager  interpreters. 

"Civilization  stands  at  the  cross-roads,"  Mr.  Greenfield  con- 
tinued. "Millions  of  innocent  and  unoffending,  peaceful  people 
seeking  only  peace  are  atremble  at  the  rumble  of  destruction. 
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"The  forces  of  annihilation  and  ruin  are  on  the  prowl.  One 
false  move,  one  little  spark  of  powder,  one  offended  ruling  dignity 
and  then — chaos.  The  signpost  points  down  that  road  to  a  civil- 
ized world  gone  herserk,  to  a  vast  host  of  many  peoples  reverting 
to  barbarism. 

"The  other  marker  points  to  an  orderly  existence,  a  condition 
of  progress,  with  armaments  suliordinated  to  the  weapons  of 
toil  and  the  instruments  of  learning.  This  road  spells  peace,  se- 
curity, and  the  right  to  liberty  and  happiness  and  individual 
expression. 


A  MEETING  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ERIE  REGION  COMMITTEE, 
OCTOBER  13,  1937,  IN  THE  LAWRENCE  HOTEL,  ERIE 


"The  context  of  that  sign  was  lifted  sheerly  from  the  United 
States  Constitutidn.  This  immortal  Ixind  is  too  close  for  most  of 
us  to  scan  and  read  distinctly.  We  stand,  in  effect,  in  the  shadow 
of  its  greatness.  .  .  . 

".  .  .  To  the  unfortunate  of  other  lands,  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  finest  pattern  ever  cut  to  fit  a  self-government, 
is  the  hope  of  the  oppressed,  as  it  has  been  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years.  As  this  document  stands,  so  shall  the  world  resist 
to  the  utmost  all  domination  of  mind  and  ])n<\y  in  the  selfish 
interest  of  dictators  and  mihtary  machines. 

"Small  wonder  that  in  far-off  ])laces  the  language  of  the 
Constitution  is  a  flame  of  fire  on  an  imperishable  scroll.  We  too, 
more  fortunate  perhaps,  should  join  in  the  thanksgiving  anni- 
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versarv  for  that  living,  breathing  power  whicli  has  conferred 
on  us  a  multitude  of  priceless  guarantees." 

Mr.  Greenfield  told  also  of  the  progress  of  the  State  Committee's 
work,  .and  described  the  manner  in  which  the  decoration  of  the  graves 
of  the  signers  on  September  29  had  "gripped  the  imagination  and  fired 
the  hearts  of  all  our  people."  Mr.  Greenfield  issued  an  invitation  to 
the  members  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  to  participate 
in  the  Committee's  celebration  on  December  12. 


A  HARRISBURG  REGION  CONFERENCE 
Left  to  right:  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman;  Dr.  R.  R. 
Abernethy,  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Harrisburg;  Major  General  Edward  C. 
Shannon,  and  Mr.  A.  Boyd  Hamihon  discuss  regional  plans. 


Upon  his  return  to  1 'hila<U'l])hia,  the  State  Cliairman  immediately 
began  preparation  of  the  Committee's  coi i|)eration  with  the  regional 
organizations  formed  as  result  of  Mr.  jone.s'  tour.  The  Chairman's  plans 
had  been  crystallized  as  to  localities  and  ])ers()nnel  for  the  celebrations, 
and  the  Committee's  slate-wide  activities  were  ready  to  begin. 

A  short  time  later,  an  event  occurred  which  dam])ened  the  s]:iirits 
of  the  Committee.  It.s  abli-  secretary,  Mr,  b'rank'  L.  Devine,  fell  ill 
and  died  after  an  o])eration,  on  Xovember  1.  I'',i7. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  lixecutive  Committee  on  Xovember  5,  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  conveying  the  sympathy  of  the  Committee  to  Mrs. 
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A  HARRISBURG  REGION  MEETING,  OCTOBER  20.  1937,  IN  THE 
HARRISBURGER  HOTEL 


Devine  and  the  family.  In  a  brief  address,  Congressman  Frank  J.  G. 
Dorsey  paid  tribute  tO'  Mr.  Devine's  work. 

At  this  meeting,  it  also  was  decided  that  the  Committee  would  extend 
its  activities  to  June  21,  1938,  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  in  17<S8,  by  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, the  ninth  State.  An  activities  report,  prepared  by  Mr.  Jones,  was 
read  and  copies  ordered  sent  to  members  of  the  executive  committees 
in  all  regions. 

Regional  representatives  were  present  at  this  meeting  for  the  first 
time,  and  they  reported  on  the  plans  formulated  for  celebrations  in  their 
respective  areas.  These  plans  stressed  the  holding  of  exercises  in  schools 
to-  inform  the  young  about  the  Constitution,  and  the  Committee  also 
determined  to  enlarge  its  plans  for  the  December  12  observance  of  the 
ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  Pennsylvania  to  include  school  services 
on  Friday,  December  10,  or  on  Monday,  the  thirteenth ;  the  twelfth 
falling  on  Sunday. 

On  November  13,  Mr.  Greenfield  further  expressed  his  conception 
of  the  Constitution  in  an  address  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
Business  Alen's  Association,  and  at  the  invitation  of  its  president.  Air. 
David  E.  Triester.  who  also  was  a  member  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee. Speaking  over  Radio  Station  W'l'IL  in  Philadelphia,  Air.  Green- 
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field,  in  his  address  "The  Constitution  Cavalcade."  dwelt  nn  the  contrihu- 
tion  of  James  Wilson  to  the  Constitution,  and  retold  the  difficulties  which 
attended  the  ratiiication  of  the  Constitution  hy  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

"Had  Pennsylvania's  action  been  less  pronijjt  or  less  decided," 
Mr.  Greenfield  said,  '"it  would  have  opened  the  way  for  dissen- 
sion and  amendments  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have  re- 
sulted in  rejection  of  the  Constitution.  Anyhow,  it  would  have 
sunk  to  the  level  of  an  agreement,  inadequate  to  guide  the  course 


A  WILKES-BARRE  REGION  CONFERENCE 
Left  to  right:  Deputy  Attorney  General  Daniel  J.  F.  Flood,  representing  Senator 
Leo  C.  Mundy;  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman;  Colonel  Ernest 
G.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Regional  Executive  Committee;  and  Mayor  Charles  N. 

Loveland,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Honorary  Chairman. 


of  a  fledgling  natiim,   destinerl   tn  become  the  most  ])owerful 
nation  in  the  world." 
Pie  further  stated : 

"The  picture  we  are  seeking  to  imprint  uj^on  the  young  and 
old  minds  of  today  in  our  commemoration  ])rogram,  is  that  the 
Constitution  is  not  a  clumsv  stumbling  block  in  the  ])at]i  of  ]irog- 
ress.  While  the  Constitution  will  always  have  its  sacred  ])lace 
in  the  archives  of  history,  nevertheless,  it  plays  a  big  part  in  our 
every-day  life.  The  Constitution  mav  be  anu'nded  to  meet  the 
changing  needs  of  a  progressive  nation  :  though  changes  in  the 
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fundamental  structure  of  any  government  should  not  be  made 
in  haste." 

He  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  Committee  in  various  matters  con- 
nected with  the  celebration  of  the  Constitution  and  concluded  : 

"Continuance  of  the  State  Committee's  program  until  'Rati- 
fication Day'  next  summer,  is,  I  feel,  fully  justified  if  it  succeeds 
in  impressing  upon  all  Pennsylvanians  the  significance  of  this 
great  Charter  of  Liberty  and  its  efifect  upon  the  lives  and  haj^piness 
of  our  fellow  citizens  in  the  past,  present  and  future." 

In  the  second  week  of  November,  Mr.  Greenfield  appointed  Mr. 
John  S.  Renwick  as  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Committee,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Devine's 
death.  Mr.  Renwick  assumed  Mr.  Devine's  duties  and  capably  filled  the 
office  until  the  time  of  his  resignation  in  July.  1938. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  John  A.  McKinney,  of  the  Governor's  StalT,  had 
been  appointed  b}'  the  Governor  as  auditor  anrl  accountant  for  the 
Commemoration  Committee  and  was  in  charge  of  all  disbursements.* 
All  expenditures  were-  approved  jointly  by  the  State  Chairman,  the 
Honorary  Chairman  Frank  W.  Melvin  ;  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Renwick,  and 
Mr.  McKinney.  Checks  were  drawn  by  the  State  Treasurer  on  recjuisi- 
tion  by  the  Governor. 

*  A  copy  of  his  final  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Committee  is  contained  in  the 
appendix. 


Chapter  X 


RESEARCH  BY  THE  COMMITTEE 

In  the  fall  of  1937.  the  State  Committee  inaugurated  an  undertaking 
which  resulted  in  the  stimulating  of  interest  in  the  commemoration  of 
the  Constitutifin.  This  was  the  institution  of  a  nation-wide  search  for 
a  portrait  of  Thomas  Fitz Simons,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Constitution. 

Through  the  years  no  likeness  of  FitzSimons  has  ever  heen  found, 
and  whenever  portraits  of  the  eight  signers  for  Pennsylvania  are  puh- 
lished.  a  hlank  space  is  left  over  the  name  of  FitzSimons.  Inci- 
dentally, there  also  is  no  known  portrait  of  one  other  signer,  Jacoh 
Broom,  of  Delaware. 

The  search  for  the  FitzSimons  portrait  had  Ijeen  suggested  l\v  Mr. 
Devine,  the  Committee's  secretary,  in  Septemher,  some  weeks  prior  to  his 
death,  and  Mr.  Greenfield,  realizing  that  the  finding  of  a  portrait  of 
the  signer  thrrjugh  the  Committee's  elTorts  would  make  a  lasting  tribute 
to  its  work,  and  that  the  search  would  serve  as  well  to  awaken  anew 
an  a])]ireciation  of  the  Constitution  in  the  mind  of  the  public,  instructed 
that  it  be  undertaken. 

The  Committee  prepared  a  publicity  release  concerning  FitzSimons 
and  an  announcement  of  the  search  for  his  portrait,  which  was  published 
in  full,  or  abridged,  in  most  of  the  important  newspapers  of  the  Nation. 
This  release  was  accompanied  by  an  artist's  conception  of  FitzSimons, 
drawn  from  recorded  descrijjtions  of  the  signer. 

Mr.  Greenfield  had  commissioned  the  artist,  Mr.  Herbert  Klein,  to 
make  a  likeness  in  charcoal,  and  ^Ir.  Klein  had  used  as  a  basis  a  descrip- 
tion of  how  FitzSimons  appeared  on  July  4,  178S,  when  he  took  part  in 
the  b\*deral  ])rocession  in  Philadelpliia  in  celebration  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Constitution.  FitzSimons.  in  this  ])arade,  rode  a  horse  that  had 
formerlv  been  owned  by  Count  Rochanibeau  and  carried  a  flag  of  white 
silk  emblazoned  with  the  ensigns  of  France — three  flcitrs-dc-Iis — and  thir- 
teen stars  in  union,  symbolizing  the  alliance  of  France  and  the  States 
during  the  Revolution.  The  imaginary  portrait  depicted  FitzSimons  as 
riding  this  horse  and  carrying  the  banner.  It  was  widely  reproduced, 
resulting  in  the  name  of  Thomas  FitzSimons  becoming  better  known 
throughout  the  Nation  than  that  of  some  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Federal  Convention, 

Historical  societies,  scholars,  and  students  enlisted  in  the  search; 
family  records  were  combed,  and  no  stone  was  left  unturned  in  an 
elTort  to  find  a  likeness  of  FitzSimons.  The  search  wa.^  dramatic  and 
fascinating,  and  hundreds  sought  the  lionor  of  being  the  first  to  locate 
a  portrait  of  the  signer,  but  to  no  avail. 

(79) 
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Many  false  trails  developed.  One  was  started  by  a  convict  confined 
in  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison  at  Holmesburg,  who  said  he  had 
seen  portraits  of  FitzSimons  in  an  obscure  building  in  Alexandria, 
Virginia.  Mr.  Norman  J.  Griffin,  the  President  of  the  American  Cath- 
olic Historical  Society,  interviewed  this  prisoner,  and  concluded  that 
he  had  probably  mistaken  a  portrait  of  Daniel  Carroll,  the  only  r)ther 
Catholic  signer,  for  that  of  FitzSimons. 

As  a  result  of  the  new  interest  created  in  FitzSimons  by  the  search 
for  his  portrait,  many  facts  which  had  been  unknown  about  him 
were  uncovered  ;  and  many  persons  paid  visits  to  his  grave  in  old  St. 
Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Churchyard  at  Fourth  and  Spruce  Streets,  in 
Philadelphia. 

,  A  celebration  honoring  his  memory  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music  on  November  27,  1937,  where  a  three-act  drama  dealing  with  his 
life,  written  by  Sister  Mary  Donatus,  I.  H.  M.,  was  presented  under  the 
auspices  of  the  American  Catholic  Historical  Society.  In  a  brief  address, 
Mr.  Greenfield  gave  an  outline  of  Thomas  FitzSimons"  life. 

From  the  start  of  its  activities  the  State  Committee,  in  keeping  with 
its  aims  to  inform  the  public  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Constitution, 
disseminated  much  valuable  material  touching  upon  the  background 
out  of  which  the  document  was  born.  Students  in  research  gathered  data 
concerning  the  social  conditions,  as  well  as  the  industrial  activities  of 
the  Constitution  period.  During  the  last  four  months  of  1937,  this 
material  was  distributed  widely  and  reprinted  in  scores  of  newspapers 
throughout  the  State. 

This  program  incited  other  students  to  research,  and  the  peo])le 
of  Pennsylvania  were  soon  familiarized  with  the  conditions  of  that  his- 
toric time.  They  were  made  to  realize  again  that  the  Constitution  was 
not  merely  a  document  dealing  abstractly  with  a  theory  of  government 
but  a  natural  growth  indigenous  to  our  soil  and  emerging  from  the 
turmoil  of  wars  and  clashes  between  the  different  .states. 

In  the  pictures  of  the  social  conditions  of  the  age,  the  influence  of 
Colonial  women  upon  state  affairs  was  not  overlooked  by  the  Com- 
mittee. It  has  always  been  assumed  that  women  were  in  the  back- 
ground in  those  days,  and  that  the  men  alone  took  active  i^art  in  the 
framing  of  the  Constitution.  Many  of  the  women  of  Philadelphia  and 
other  cities  of  the  Revolutionary  era,  attracted  foreign  visitors  by  their 
wit  and  intelligence,  and  exerted  some  influence  upon  political  matters 
in  discussions  in  the  drawing-room  or  salon. 

In  some  homes,  like  those  of  the  wealthy  Senator  Bingham  and 
Robert  Morris,  the  hostesses  were  highly  cultured.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  politics  reigned  in  the  ballroom.  There  were  many  well-to-do 
men  in  the  young  states  and  although  they  favored  democratic  govern- 
ment, there  still  was  class  distinction  and  exploitation;  and  economic 
equality  or  democracy  was  far  from  being  achieved. 
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The  Committee's  research  developed  the  fact  that  during  the  winter 
of  1787,  immediately  following  the  signing  of  the  Constitution,  times 
were  liard  and  money  was  scarce.  No  douht  this  circumstance  played  a 
l^art  in  the  delay  and  disputes  regarding  the  ratification  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

The  Federalists  stated,  as  an  argument  in  favi»r  of  the  Constitution, 
that  it  would  alleviate  human  misery.  We  thus  see  at  this  early  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Constitution  that  the  famous  welfare  clause  was  not  a 
mere  phrase,  but  a  policy  to  be  employed  to  aid  the  citizenry. 

"How  strongly  must  every  American  patriot,"  said  the  Pcniisyhaiiia 
Jditnial  and  Weekly  Adz'ertiser  of  September  6,  1787,  "pray  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  proposed  system  which  bids  so  fair  to  mitigate  and, 
in  due  season,  totally  remove  the  inveterate  distress  we  labor  under." 

In  preparation  for  its  work,  the  Constitution  Committee,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  had  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1937,  published  a  pamphlet  called  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States*  It  contained  an  extensive  catalogue  of  the  books,  pam- 
phlets, and  documents  in  the  collection  of  the  Historical  Society,  which 
were  placerl  on  exhibition  by  that  society  on  September  13,  1937,  and 
were  ke])t  f)n  display  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  pamphlet  had  a  scholarly  preface  by  Mr.  Julian  P.  Boyd,  Libra- 
rian of  the  Historical  Society,  which  outlined  the  historic  origins 
of  the  Constitution,  and  gave  a  resume  of  the  political  ideas  which  had 
been  advanced  by  English  and  h'rench  writers  of  preceding  periods, 
and  which  were  to  some  extent  incorporated  in  it. 

There  were  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  items  in  the  exhibit. 
One  of  the  features  was  William  E.  Gladstone's  manuscript  letter  in 
which  he  declined  the  invitation  to  attend  the  Centennial  celebration 
in  1887,  and  i)aid  his  high  tribute  to  the  Constitution  in  the  words: 
"The  most  remarkable  work  known  to  us  in  modern  times  to  have  been 
produced  by  the  human  intellect,  at  a  single  stroke,  in  its  ap])lication 
to  political  affairs." 

Historians  now  usually  agree  that  in  s])ite  of  his  great  compliment 
to  the  Constitution,  A'lr.  Gladstone  erred  in  saying  that  it  had  been 
"produced  by  the  human  intellect,  at  a  single  stroke."  Though  many 
French  and  English  writers  on  liberty  and  toleration,  and  the  famous 
English  Statutes  from  the  Magna  Carta  on  influenced  the  signers,  the 
Constitution  was  really  a  develo])ment  of  the  forms  of  government  pre- 
vailing in  the  colonies.  Democratic  government  began  here  in  more  or 
less  limited  form  from  the  very  start.  The  New  England  town  meet- 
ing was,  of  course,  a  democratic  policy  in  government.  The  idea  of 
religious  liberty,  particularly,  though  in  some  cases  exclusive  of  privileges 
to  certain  sects,  was  fundamental  in  the  governments  of  the  colonies. 

A  facsimile  (jf  the  title  page  is  repriiiterl  in  the  appendix. 


Research  by  the  Committee 


83 


Rule  by  the  people  was  the  keynote  of  Colonial  governments,  and  in 
many  instances,  the  legislation  in  the  colonies  during  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries  was  far  in  advance  of  and  more  humane 
than  that  in  the  mother  country.  Many  misdemeanors  were  punishable 
by  death  in  England  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Such  hor- 
ribly punitive  measures  did  not  exist  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  short,  the  Constitution  instead  of  being  the  work  of  a  single  man, 
or  being  produced  at  a  single  stroke,  was  the  natural  outcome  of  the 
struggle  for  freedom  by  the  colonies  in  the  period  of  more  than  a  century 
and  a  half  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  Constitution. 

"In  this  assembling  of  the  disjecta  niciiibra  of  our  constitutional 
history,"  Mr.  Boyd  wrote  in  his  preface  to  the  pamphlet,  "the  Consti- 
tution and  its  history  have  been  presented  as  a  growth  and  not  as  an 
inspired  creation." 

The  exhibition  at  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  was  widely 
attended,  and  the  twelve  hundred  copies  of  the  pamphlet  distributed 
bv  the  State  Committee  served  as  an  excellent  guide  and  memento. 


Chapter  XI 


THE  RATIFICATION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION 
BY  PENNSYLVANIA 

Prior  to  December  12,  1937, — the  anniversary  of  the  Pennsylvania 
ratification  of  the  Constitution  in  1787 — the  State  Committee  made  an 
effort  to  present  manv  facts  in  connection  with  the  ratification  by  this 
Commonwealth.  It  prepared  articles  showing  how  the  farmers  in  the 
interior  counties  had  opposed  the  ratification  because  they  thought  the 
Constitution  not  democratic  enough.  This  accounted  for  much  of  the 
rioting  and  many  of  the  disturljances  in  the  State  caused  by  the  contro- 
versy over  ratification. 

Portraits  of  twenty-two  of  the  sixty-nine  delegates  from  the  eighteen 
counties  represented  in  the  Pennsylvania  Ratification  Convention  were 
distributed  by  the  Committee  as  a  step  toward  attracting  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  December  12  observance. 

Consideraljle  research  and  correspondence  were  necessary  to  locate 
the  originals  of  these  jiortraits.  Inc|uiries  were  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee at  the  historical  societies  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  requests 
were  sent  to  such  descendants  of  the  ratifiers  as  could  be  located. 
This  resulted  in  the  discovering  of  many  portraits  whose  existence  had 
been  unknown.  Special  matrices  of  the  twenty-two  ratifiers'  portraits 
were  prepared  by  the  Committee  and  distributed  to  newspapers.  Over 
two  hundred  of  these  matrices  were  reprinted. 

The  names  of  the  ratifiers  from  Penn^_\'lvania  have  never  been  as 
widely  known  as  those  of  the  signers.  Only  one  ratifier,  James  Wilson, 
was  also  a  signer,  and  the  Committee's  work  served  to  inform  the  public 
of  the  lives  of  the  ratifiers  more  generally. 

The  best  known  members  of  the  Ratification  Convention  were 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  Thomas  McKean,  General  Anthony  Wayne.  Fred- 
erick A.  Muhlenberg,  and  Timothy  Pickering.  Fortunately,  the  portraits 
of  these  delegates  were  available,  as  was  that  of  William  Findley,  a 
leader  of  the  Antifederalists. 

The  Pennsylvania  Convention  had  met  shortlv  after  the  signing  of 
the  Constitution,  but  a  minority  had  fought  the  matter  bitterly  in  the 
interests  of  the  Antifederalists.  James  Wilson  had  been  attacked  for  a 
speech  in  which  he  defended  a  standing  army  and  explained  why  trial  by 
jury  was  not  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  in  every  instance  through- 
out the  states.  As  such  trials  did  not  exist  in  many  legal  proceedings 
in  some  of  the  states,  this  lack  of  uniformity  made  it  impossible  to  lay 
down  a  general  rule.  Wilson  showed,  however,  whv  there  was  no  danger 
of  loss  of  such  rights.  He  was  lampooned  and  vilified  in  cartoons,  and 
was  called  a  patrician  and  an  aristocrat. 
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NICHOLAS  LOTZ 
1740  — Berks  County-  1807 


Samuel  ashmeao 

1731     '■  1794 


THOMAS  HARTiev 

1748-     York  County       1800  | 


GeN,    WILLIAM    MaCPHERSOM  % 


1731  —  VarMuc 


HENRY  5LAGLE 


"   'llij      1734-Philodeiphm-l8l7  j    :      1 7 3 5 -  Vork  Co^niy _  1 811 
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THOMAS  Campbell 

1750— York  County  — I8i5 


THOMAS  SCOTT 
1739  -  Woshinglon  Courly— 1796  JOHN  BARCLAY 

1749      Bucks  Ccun'y  1824 


HENRY  WYNKOOP 
1737-  Bucks  County-  1812 


DR-  BEMJAMIN  RUSH 
17  45  — Philodfiifih.a  — 1813 


Convention  President  GEORGE  IaTImER 

COL    DAVID  GRIER  FREDERICK  A.  MUHLENBERG  1750     Ph,ladelphio  J825 

J742  — York  Counly-J79p  i  i  '750  — MontgomeryCounty-1801 

PORTRAITS  OF  DELEGATES  TO  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
RATIFICATION  CONVENTION 
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JASPER  YEaTES 


1745  — Lancaster  County— 1817 

WILLIAM  FINDLEY 


1753  — Mo'thanipron  Counly  — 18?|  .  GEN,  ANTHONY  WAYNE 

1745  — Chester  County  — 1796 


PORTRAITS  OF  DELEGATES  TO  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
RATIFICATION  CONVENTION 
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At  the  time  the  Federal  Convention  met  in  Philadelphia  in  the  East 
Room,  or  Declaration  Chaniher,  of  the  State  House,  the  Pennsylvania 
Assemlilv  sat  in  a  room  on  the  floor  above.  A  copy  of  the  Constitution, 
after  it  had  been  signed,  was  carried  to  the  Assembly,  where  it  was 
read  and  action  was  taken  to  bring  about  its  ratification  by  the  State. 
The  dispute  over  ratification  began  almost  immediately.  Nineteen  As- 
semblymen, to  prevent  a  quorum,  refused  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Assembly  to  call  the  Ratification  Convention,  and  even  refused  to  appear 
when  summoned  bv  the  sergeant-at-arms.  A  mob  broke  into  Major 
Alexander  Boyd's  boarding  house  on  North  Sixth  Street,  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  some  of  the.se  Antifederalists  were  staying  and  seized 
two  of  them,  dragged  them  through  the  streets,  tore  their  clothes  and 
thrust  them  into  the  Assembly  room,  where  a  quorum  was  now  present. 

The  Constitution  was  not  ratified  in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  a 
majoritv  of  the  seventy  thousand  freemen  of  the  State.  For  various 
reasons  only  about  thirteen  thousand  voted.  The  State  ratified  the  Con- 
stitution by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  forty-six  to  twenty-three ;  the  delegates 
voting  for  ratification  representing  only  about  eighty-six  hundred  free- 
men. There  was  rioting,  later  at  Carlisle,  and  effigies  were  Inirned,  one 
being  that  of  James  Wilson,  "the  Caledonian." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Antifederalists  in  Pennsylvania 
did  not  oppose  the  Constitution  becau.se  they  were  reactionaries.  On 
the  contrary,  they  thought  that  the  Constitution  was  too  conservative 
and  represented  only  the  views  of  the  upper  class.  They  were  opposed 
to  it  because  a  Bill  of  Rights  had  not  originally  been  included  in  it.  They 
were  more  democratic  than  the  Federalists.  It  was  only  a  (juestion  of 
two  kinds  of  democracy  s]:)onsored  by  the  Federalists  and  the  /Vnti- 
federalists,  and  when  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  ultimately  incorporated, 
the  Antifederalists  were  in  a  large  sense  responsible.  Most  of  the  States 
in  ratifying  the  Constitution  recommended  amendments,  many  of  which 
eventually  became  part  of  the  document. 

Lest  one  believe  that  a  majority  in  Pennsylvania  or  I 'hiladeli)hia  had 
not  favored  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution,  mention  should  be  made 
here  of  the  almost  unanimous  rejoicing  which  marked  the  acceptance  of 
the  document  by  the  necessary  States.  At  the  Federal  celebration  in  Phila- 
delphia on  July  4,  1788,  historically  the  forerunner  of  the  present  cele- 
bration, the  entire  city  turned  out,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  ricli.  The 
celebration  of  that  day  has  to  some  extent  been  the  model  for  subsequent 
observances. 

The  work  of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Committee  stinnilated 
historical  research  on  the  ratification  in  many  of  the  counties  and  en- 
couraged journalists,  orat()rs,  and  historians  to  search  old  archives  and 
newspapers  for  records  of  events  with  which  their  respective  towns 
or  counties  were  connected.  The  counties  took  a  new  interest  in  the 
lives  of  the  signers  and  ratifiers.    Descendants,  lineal  or  collateral,  were 
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made  known  to  the  pul:)lic.  In  Wilkes-Barre,  for  example,  new  interest 
was  aroused  in  Timothy  Pickering,  when  the  Times-Leader,  the  news- 
paper owned  hy  Colonel  Ernest  G.  Smith,  the  Regional  Chairman,  pub- 
lished a  series  of  articles,  in  a  de])artment  known  as  "Parting  Shots," 
dealing  with  Pickering's  activities. 

Pickering  was  the  only  man  connected  with  events  of  the  Ratifica- 
tion Convention  who  was  from  the  then  unorganized  northeastern 
sector  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  Washington's  Quartermaster-General, 
succeeding  General  Greene,  and  had  in  the  years  before  the  Convention 
assisted  in  adjusting  claims  of  Connecticut  settlers  in  the  Wyoming 
\  alley.  Pie  was  one  of  the  delegates  who  refused  to  ratifv  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  Luzerne  County  was  no  less  proud  of  him.  (  )ne  of  his  descend- 
ants. Miss  Nora  L.  Pickering,  postmistress  of  Peckville,  Lackawanna 
County,  revealed  additional  information  about  the  Pickering  family. 

An  intei'esting  fact  developed  by  the  Committee  was  that  an  ancestor 
of  President  Lincoln,  also  named  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Berks  County, 
had  refused  to  ratifv  tlie  Constitution  for  the  State,  because  the  Bill 
of  Rights  was  not  included  in  the  document. 

B}'  a  coincidence,  the  Ldmmittei'  learned  that  an  ancestor  of  Lincoln's 
wife,  William  Todd,  a  delegate  Irom  Weslmoreland  County,  also  had 
i-efused  to  ratify. 
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Chapter  XII 


THE  DECEMBER  CELEBRATION  IN  THE 
PHILADELPHIA  AND  PITTSBURGH  PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 

The  State  Committee's  December  celebration  was  concentrated  on 
educational  activities  in  the  schools  and  in  observances  by  patrintic. 
fraternal,  historical  societies,  and  the  churches. 

By  the  end  of  November,  the  Committee,  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  United  States  Sesquicentennial  Commission,  had  mailed  to  all  public 
school  principals  in  the  State  tentative  programs  for  the  December 
12  anniversary.  The  schools  had  l^een  asked  by  the  State  Chairman  to 
hold  their  observances  on  Frida}'.  December  10,  or  in  the  week  Ijefore 
or  following,  because  of  the  twelfth  being  Sunday.  Most  of  the  schools 
marked  the  anniversary  on  the  tenth. 

The  i^rincipals  also  received,  as  an  aid  to  the  develojnnent  of  the 
school  programs,  coi^ies.  of  a  i)ami3hlet.  Pciiiisylz'aina  and  flic  L  oii- 
stitiifion.  prepared  by  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade,  the  Superintendent  of  I'ubHc 
Instruction,  which  contained  specimen  programs  and  also  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  part  played  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  struggle  to  ratify 
the  Constituti(.)n.  The  Committee  distributed  copies  fif  the  President's 
proclamation  of  July  4,  1937;  a  booklet.  The  Story  i)j  flic  Coiistifit- 
tioii.,  which  contained  questions  and  answers  pertaining  to  the  origin 
of  the  document,  and  another  i^amphlet.  Music  Associated  ivitli  the 
Period,  all  of  which  were  pulili^hed  by  the  United  States  Constitution 
Sesquicentennial  Commission. 

In  the  pamphlet,  Peiinsylraiiin  and  the  Constitution,  hy  Dr.  Ade, 
the  programs  suggested  for  the  elementary  schools  from  the  first  to 
the  sixth  grades  included  instruction  as  to  the  life  and  customs  of 
Colonial  times,  visits  to  historic  sites  and  historical  museums,  and  dram- 
atization of  Constitution  events  and  of  episodes  in  the  lives  of  signers, 
so  as  to  appeal  to  the  pupil's  pictorial  sense.  Through  programs  of  this 
nature,  the  Committee  wished  to  emphasize  the  advantages  of  democracy 
particularlv  to  the  children  who  were  at  the  impressional)le  age. 

Dr.  Ade  also  urged  that  teachers  be  instructed  to  recite  the  high- 
lights of  the  formation  and  ratification  of  the  Constitution  and  that, 
in  addition,  posters  of  historical  events  and  of  the  signers  be  placed 
on  display  in  classrooms  to  stimulate  the  ]uii)irs  interest. 

Children  in  the  upper  elementary  grades,  the  pam])hlet  suggested, 
were  to  be  encouraged  to  read  accounts  dealing  with  the  growth  of  the 
Constitution  and  to  obtain  a  conception  of  its  more  important  provisions. 
In  the  secondary  schools,  the  Superintendent  of  Instruction  and  the 
Commemoration  Committee  suggested  such  activities  as  would  bring 
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the  pupils  to  an  understanding  nf  the  social  and  economic  causes  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  Pennsylvania.  Talks  showing 
the  relation  which  tlie  Constitution  hears  ui^in  modern  economic  and 
social  problems  also  were  urged,  and  it  was  requested  that  jnipils  be 
encouraged  to  write  articles  for  their  school  periodicals  and  to  listen 
to  speakers  on  the  Constitution. 

These  programs,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Ade  and  the  Committee,  were 
followed  in  the  .schools  of  the  State  wholeheartedly  and  with  enthusiasm. 
Virtually  every  ])ublic  and  parochial  elementarv,  junior  high  and  high 
school  joined  in  the  celebration,  and  most  programs  included  the  singing 
of  patriotic  songs  and  the  national  anthem ;  salutes  to  the  flag  and 
recitation  of  patriotic  pieces,  such  as  LongfeUow's  "Ship  of  State."  Some 
programs  consisted  of  dramatic  compositions  centering  al)out  the  Con- 
stitution, which  were  written  and  jiroduced  In'  the  pu])ils  themselves. 
In  the  high  schools,  addresses  on  the  Constitution  were  delivered  by 
members  of  the  faculty  and  others. 

The  celebration  in  the  high  schools  of  I 'hiladel])liia  was  marked  by 
extensive  programs,  and  the  following  were  submitted  b\'  Dr.  Armand 
J.  Gerson,  Associate  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  as  rei)resentative  : 

At  the  Central  High  School.  Dr.  bihn  L.  Haney,  the  president,  and 
two  members  of  the  faculty — Dr.  Warren  G.  Renninger,  head  of  the 
Department  of  History,  and  Dr.  Calvin  <  ).  .Vltbouse,  head  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce — s]Xjke  Ijefore  the  school  assemblv,  and  supi)le- 
mentary  programs  were  held  in  the  classrooms  in  which  aspects  of  the 
problems  faced  in  the  adoi)tion  and  ratification  of  the  Constitution  were 
made  the  subject  of  discussions. 

In  his  address  to  the  school  assem])ly  Dr.  Haney  said: 

"Most  Americans  during  their  school  years  become  familiar 
with  the  Constitution  as  a  comi)letely  fashioned  document — an 
instrument  of  government  that  has  served  our  country  so  ad- 
mirably for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  They  get  to  know  its 
carefullv  ]tlanned  ])rovisions  that  were  included  to  assure  an  effi- 
cient administration  of  the  f  ederal  ( iovernment  and  to  safeguard 
the  rights  of  the  i)eo])le.  They  are  likely  to  marvel  at  the  skill 
with  which  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  were  able  to  solve 
the  difficult  i)roblems  associated  with  their  task.  They  learn  a 
great  deal,  but  there  is  much  more  to  know. 

"No'  American  can  have  a  reallv  adecjuate  idea  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  its  significance  unless  he  devotes  some  study  to  the 
debates  and  arguments  that  preceded  adojition  in  Philadelphia 
and  ratification  bv  tlie  several  states.  When  he  realizes  what 
adjustments  and  com])romises  had  to  be  made  to  reconcile  the 
varying  interests  of  large  and  small  states  and  of  the  diverse 
grou])s  in  the  bodv  ])oIitic,  he  will  have  an  increasing  admiration 
for  that  remarkable  grouj)  of  men  who.  in  17H7,  established  our 
country  on  so  firm  a  toundation."  ^ 
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In  tlie  Frankford  High  School,  Oakland  and  Harrison  Streets,  nf 
which  Dr.  Frank  L.  Cloud  is  principal,  each  English  teacher  and  each 
teacher  in  the  Social  Science  Dejjartnient  was  instructed  to  give  ten 
minutes  of  a  class  periofl  to  the  discussion  of  the  Constitution  and  its 
adoption.  In  the  schoul  assenihly,  a  member  of  the  Social  Science 
Department  gave  a  talk  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  This  was 
followed  by  a  ten-minute  talk  by  one  of  the  pupils  on  the  subject,  "The 
Constitution  and  1  h)\v  it  Affects  us  as  Students." 

In  the  Germantown  High  Schfiol,  Germantown  Avenue  and  High 
Street,  of  w'hich  Air.  Leslie  B.  Seely  is  principal,  an  address  was  deliv- 
ered by  Mr.  Leon  S.  Drumheller,  of  the  Social  Studies  Department. 

At  the  Simon  (iratz  High  School,  Seventeenth  and  Luzerne  Streets, 
of  which  Dr.  J.  Ellwood  Calhoun  is  principal,  there  were  addresses 
entitled  "The  Elasticity  of  Our  Constitution,"  and  "A  Comparison  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania," 
by  faculty  members. 

At  the  Northeast  High  School,  Eighth  Street  and  Lehigh  Avenue, 
of  which  Dr.  Theodore  S.  Rowland  is  principal,  the  guest  speaker  was 
Dr.  George  Raiguel.  In  addition  to^  the  assembly  program,  special  note 
of  the  anniversary  was  made  in  each  of  the  classes  in  social  science. 

At  the  Overbrook  High  School,  Fifty-Ninth  Street  and  Lancaster 
Avenue,  of  which  Air.  William  AI.  Cline  is  principal,  there  was  a  ])resen- 
tation  of  Citizenship  Awards,  at  which  the  speaker  was  Dr.  John  Dennis 
Mahoney.  Talks  were  given  on  the  eight  signers  of  the  Constitution 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  AIcAIaster's  History  oj  the  United  States.  AIc- 
Laughlin's  Coiifederation  and  Constitution,  and  Fish's  Critical  Period 
were  used  to  describe  the  work  of  the  Federal  Con\'ention. 

At  the  Roxborough  High  Schnol,  Ridge  Avenue  and  Fountain 
Streets,  of  which  Air.  Price  B.  Engle  is  principal,  the  program  included 
an  address,  "The  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  Pennsylvania," 
by  J.  C.  Adams;  the  reading  of  the  "Preamble  to  the  Constitution,"  by 
Betsy  Haines  ;  a  talk,  "The  Constitution,"  by  Arthur  Slook,  excerpted 
from  an  address  by  M.r.  W.  J.  Cameron,  of  the  Ford  Sunday  Evening 
Hour ;  and  "The  American's  Creed,"  by  Joseph  Reilly. 

In  the  Philadel]>hia  junior  high  schools,  which  include  the  seventh, 
eighth  and  ninth  grades  (the  latter  grade  corresponding  to  the  fresh- 
man class  of  the  senior  high  school),  the  celebration  was  similar  to 
that  in  the  senior  high  schools.  There  were  also  dramatizations  in  most 
of  the  Philadelj^hia  elementary  schools,  among  them  the  Abigail  Vare 
School,  the  George  Washington  Scliodl,  the  James  Wilson  Scliool,  and 
the  Stephen  Girard  School. 

In  the  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  public  schooLs  in  I'hihuk'lithia, 
(occupying  two  luindred  and  seventv  school  l)uildings),  of  wliicli  two 
hundred  and  one  are  elementary  schools,  alxmt  three  hundred  lliou- 
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sand  children  participated  in  the  observance,  while  ninety-three  thon- 
sand  pupils  in  eight  Catholic  high  schools  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  parochial  elementary  schools  also  paid  tribute  to  the  patriots  who 
approved  the  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  Pittsburgh  programs  similar  to  those  in  the  schools  of  Phila- 
delphia were  given,  though  not  planned  from  a  central  office.  The  school 
celebration  of  the  December  anniversary  in  Pittsburgh,  however,  was 
not  stressed  to  the  same  extent  as  that  of  Se])tember  17.  On  both 
occasions,  a  special  feature  was  a  pamphlet  prejmred  by  Dr.  R.  O. 
Hughes,  Assistant  Director  of  Curriculum  Study,  in  behalf  of  Superin- 
tendent Ben  G.  Graham.  This  pamphlet  of  over  twenty  pages  dealt 
with  the  making  of  the  Constitution  and  recounted  essential  facts  about 
it.  It  also  made  an  eloquent  plea  for  democracy  and  showed  how  well 
the  Constitutifin  has  served  the  country.  Copies  were  presented  for 
special  study  to  pupils  in  the  high  schools  and  the  upper  grades  of  the  ele- 
mentarv  schools  in  Pittsburgh.  About  forty-five  thousand  of  these 
pamphlets  were  printed  and  they  received  some  circulation  outside  of 
Pittsburgh  as  well. 

In  addition  to  the  distribution  of  the  pamphlet,  a  test  on  the  Con- 
stitution was  given  to  Pittsburgh  pupils.  It  consisted  of  a  hundred  and 
ten  questions  which  the  students  were  asked  to  answer  in  a  written 
examination.  The  questions  involved  the  pupils'  knowledge  of  political 
terms,  ability  to  identify  notable  persons  in  American  history  and  miscel- 
laneous matters  connected  with  the  Constitution  and  American  history. 


Chapter  XIII 


SCHOOL  DAY  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  — 
DECEMBER  10,  1937 

In  the  Commonwealth,  upwards  of  twO'  million  school  children  joined 
in  the  December  celebration.  To  name  all  of  the  schools  in  the  State 
which  marked  the  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitutiim  by 
Pennsylvania  practically  would  inean  the  making  of  a  catalogue  of  every 
public  institution  of  learning  in  the  Commonwealth.  As  in  the  schools 
of  the  principal  cities,  the  schools  throughout  the  State  gave  programs 
similar  to  those  suggested  by  the  Committee  and  Doctor  Ade.  School 
magazines  and  newspapers  were  filled  with  articles  relating  to  the 
Constitution ;  and  many  pupils  were  so  encouraged  by  the  observ- 
ance that  they  read  widely  in  history  books  and  became  familiar  with 
the  story  of  the  evolving  of  the  Constitution.  The  public  libraries  were 
deluged  with  requests  for  books  dealing  with  the  Constitution,  and  some 
pupils  even  read  the  original  debates  of  the  Federal  Ccjuvention. 

In  addition  to  the  programs  in  the  schools,  many  ]iu])ils  ])articipated 
in  pilgrimages  to  historical  places. 

Celebr.\tions  In  Philadelphia  Region  Xo.  6 
On  December  11,  a  group  of  Delaware  County  citizens,  led  by  Mrs. 
Oswald  Chew,  of  Radnor,  co-chairman  of  the  Delaware  County  Com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  State  Committee,  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
oldest  and  most  historical  places  in  the  county,  among  them  old  homes, 
churches  and  Revolutionary  landmarks.  Mr.  Christian  Sanderson,  his- 
torian of  the  Battle  of  Brand\  wine,  conducted  the  tour  of  the  battle- 
ground where  some  of  the  bloodiest  fighting  of  the  Revolution  occurred, 
visiting  the  spot  where  Lafayette  was  wounded,  and  the  headquarters  on 
Osborne  Hill  of  Howe  and  Cornwallis. 

Other  places  visited  on  the  pilgrimage  included  Ivy  Mills,  where 
the  paper  for  the  Continental  money  was  made  ;  the  Block  House  near 
Claymont,  which  had  once  been  captured  by  Peter  Stuyvesant  from 
the  Swedes ;  Upland,  the  landing  place  of  William  Penn  and  Old  St. 
David's  Church. 

A  school  celebration  under  the  auspices  of  Colonel  James  A.  G. 
Campbell,  the  other  co-chairman  of  the  Delaware  County  Committee,  was 
held  on  Friday,  December  3,  1937.  at  the  Upper  Darby  Junior  High 
School,  with  the  Reverend  George  C.  Dillworth  of  Drexel  Hill  presiding. 
There  were  musical  selections  and  the  awarding  of  prizes  in  an  essav 
contest  for  junior  and  senior  high  school  pupils. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  exercises  was  the  Honorable  Roland  S. 
Morris's  address,  "Some  Aspects  of  the  Adoption  and  Ratification  of 

(95) 


96    The  Federal  Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania 


the  Constitution."  Mr.  Morris  said  that  the  men  of  the  I'ederal 
Convention  apparently  had  reahzed  the  great  importance  of  the  task 
to  which  they  Imd  turned,  for  they  made  painstaking  efforts  to  record 
the  proceedings  for  posterity.  He  reviewed  the  trying  conditions 
under  which  the  Constitution  was  adopted  and  praised  Washington, 
FrankHn,  Madison  and  Hamilton  as  outstanding  figures  in  the  adop- 
tion. He  explained  how  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  originallv  held 
unpopular  theories,  finally  resolved  to  sign  the  Constitution.  Hamilton 
had  been  in  favor  of  a  president  elected  for  life,  a  senate  with  life 
tenure  and  of  governors  appointed  by  the  President. 

There  were  numerous  other  representative  celebrations  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Region,  outside  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  covered  North- 
ampton, Bucks,  Montgomery,  Chester  and  Delaware  Counties. 

Celebrations  In  Wilkes-Barre  Region  No.  5 
In  the  Wilkes-Barre  Region,  the  December  celebration  was  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  in  the  State. 

An  interesting  feature  in  some  of  the  schools  in  this  region  was  the 
phonographic  reproduction  of  A  Draiiiaficafion  oj  the  Federal  Con- 
vention of  17S7,  which  had  been  jiroduced  throughout  the  summer 
of  1937  in  the  Pels  Planetarium  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

liased  upon  actual  speeches  made  in  the  Convention  and  uixrn 
authentic  records,  the  dramatization  consisted  of  fifteen  scenes,  which 
represented  a  street  in  Philadelphia,  the  State  House,  a  tavern,  a  house 
in  Philadeli)hia  and  the  Carroll  lodges.  Among  the  leading  characters 
were  Itenjamin  Franklin,  (ieorge  Washington,  Alexander  Hamilton, 
[ames  Madison,  James  Wilson  and  other  signers. 

The  phonogra])hic  reproduction,  made  and  loaned  by  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  consisted  of  four  records,  which  were  sent  to 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance,  Director  of  the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geo- 
logical Society.  They  were  used  to  such  an  extent  that  within  tliree 
months  one  record  was  no  longer  usable. 

Radio  station  WURF  provided  Miss  D(jrrance  with  the  ])roper  re- 
producing machines  as  the  records  could  not  be  used  on  ordinary 
phonographs,  a  slowly  revolving  disc  being  required.  Through  Suj^er- 
intendent  A.  P.  Cope  of  Luzerne  County  Schools,  a  member  of  the 
Commemoration  Committee,  the  dramatization  was  given  in  prac- 
tically all  schools  in  that  area,  even  in  the  remotest  towns,  so  that 
hundreds  of  pupils  were  afforded  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  the 
addresses  of  those  who  participated  in  the  Federal  Convention. 

Copies  of  the  text  were  distributed  through  Colonel  Ernest  G.  Smith 
to  the  Commemoration  Committee  members  attending  \arious  meetings 
held  in  Wilkes-Barre,  and  also  in  Schuylkill,  Carbon,  Wyoming  and 
Pike  Counties. 
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In  Monroe  County,  County  Committee  Chairman  Robert  Brown. 
Supervising  Principal  of  the  Stnnidsburg  School  District,  called  the 
December  celebration  to  the  attention  of  all  churches,  civic  organiza- 
tions, service  clubs,  and  schools,  and  nearly  all  these  organizations  ob- 
served the  anniversary. 

In  Suscjuehanna  County,  the  celebration  was  limited  to  programs  in 
the  sixteen  high  schools,  and  sermons  by  pastors  in  the  various  churches. 
On  Friday  afternoon,  December  10,  in  the  Forest  City  High  School, 
Professor  John  Obelengus  flelivererl  an  address,  "Pennsylvania's  Part  in 
the  Ratification." 

At  the  Ashland  High  School  in  Schuylkill  County,  a  novel  touch 
was  given  to  the  celebration.  Fifty-four  test  cjuestions  on  the  Constitu- 
tion were  written  on  slips  of  paper  and  drawn  from  a  box.  The  answers 
were  given  by  the  pupils,  and  most  of  them  had  high  ratings.  At  these 
exercises,  the  Reverend  C.  E.  Rudy,  who  had  made  a  thorough  study  of 
the  Constitution,  gave  an  account  of  the  Swedish  .Settlement  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1638  and  of  the  Ratification  Convention. 

"Both  during  the  election  of  the  delegates  by  the  people."  he 
said,  "and  while  the  Convention  was  in  progress  hundreds  of 
speeches  appeared  in  the  press  and  were  made  from  the  plat- 
form. There  were  mass  meetings  galore :  and  secession  was 
threatened  in  Pennsylvania  after  the  ratification. 

"It  is  not  generally  known,"  he  went  on,  "that  feeling  ran  so 
high  that  another  State  Convention,  composed  of  delegates  from 
different  parts  of  the  State,  assembled  in  the  late  summer  of 
1788  for  the  jjurpose  of  obtaining  certain  specific  changes  in  the 
Constitution  by  the  ])rocess  of  amendments.  They  sent  out  a 
general  address  to  the  people  and  to  the  General  Assembly. 
Thev  sent  twehe  proposed  amendments  to  revise  the  Constitution 
without  delay.  One  referred  to  sovereignty  being  retained  by  the 
States,  where  it  is  not  expressly  and  plainly  vested  in  Congress." 

At  the  Fell  High  School,  at  Simpson,  in  Lackawanna  County,  Mr. 
J.  V.  McCarthy,  the  principal,  delivered  an  address.  Students  also 
spoke,  one  of  the  speeches  being  entitled,  "The  Constitution  in  ( )])eration." 

Celebrations  In  Harrisburg  Region  No.  4. 
At  St.  Peter's  Catholic  High  School  in  Reading,  in  the  Harris- 
burg Region,  the  junior  class  held  exercises  at  which  addresses  on 
Thomas  bitzSimons  and  an  imaginary  visualization  entitled,  "What 
I  did  and  saw  at  the  Constitutional  Convention,"  were  given. 

Celebrations  In  Williamsport  Region  No.  3. 
In  the  Williamsport  Region,  there  was  a  celebration  at  Williams- 
port  on  Thursday,  December  9.    The  students  of  the  high  school  broad- 
cast a  patriotic  program  from  the  school  auditorium,  and  a  portrayal 
of  the  members  of  the  Federal  and  Pennsylvania  Conventions  was  en- 
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acted.  An  old  march  called  "The  Federal  March,"'  used  on  June  4, 
1788,  was  played  on  the  organ. 

A  play  written  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Morgan,  of  the  faculty,  was  produced 
with  a  cast  of  pupils  at  Berwick  High  School,  in  Columbia  County. 
This  also  was  broadcast. 

Mrs.  Mary  Rush  Rouse,  chairman  of  the  committee  in  Sullivan 
County,  did  eifective  work  in  bringing  about  a  celeliration,  though  the 
county  is  small  and  the  population  scattered.  On  December  10,  1937, 
a  parent-teacher  meeting  in  the  assembly  room  of  St.  Basil's  Parochial 
School  was  devoted  to  the  singing  ci  national  airs  by  teachers,  parents 
and  pupils,  and  a  reading  of  the  Constitution. 

In  Union  County,  of  which  the  late  Honorable  Francis  T.  Baker, 
member  of  the  State  House  of  Rejiresentatives,  was  chairman,  a  cele- 
bration was  held  in  Lewisbm^g  with  an  address  by  Dr.  Ral])h  Paige  at 
the  high  school. 

Celebrations  In  Erie  Region  No.  2. 

In  Franklin,  Venango  County,  an  outstanding  celebration  U)ok  ])lace 
on  December  ^.  1937,  at  the  Franklin  Junior-Senior  High  School. 
J.  Elmer  Reed,  Esq.,  the  regional  chairman.  Dr.  Joseph  Reisenman, 
Jr.,  the  county  chairman,  and  Mortimer  E.  Graham,  Esq.,  District  At- 
torney of  Erie  County,  were  the  speakers. 

Calling  the  Constitution  "the  greatest  human  document  ever  writ- 
ten," Mr.  Graham  said  : 

"The  Constitution  is  insurance  against  establishment  of  a  dic- 
tatorship such  as  has  been  created  in  other  countries  because  it 
provides  that  the  power  of  law-making  shall  be  vested  in  a  legis- 
lative body  and  not  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  government. 
While  other  governments  have  their  legislative  bodies,  the  execu- 
tive has  the  power  to  dissolve  them  when  they  do  not  comply 
with  his  wishes." 

1  le  pointed  as  an  example  to  Germany,  which  became  a  republic 
following  the  abdication  of  the  Kaiser  and  seemed,  at  first,  to  be  pat- 
terning itself  after  the  American  form  of  government.  But  Hitler,  he 
added,  though  elected  b\-  jjopular  majority,  assumed  absolute  powers. 

"When  a  dictator  has  the  pnwer  to  conduct  a  'bloodpurge,' 
it  is  n(jt  a  free  country,"  he  continued.  "Regardless  of  whether 
there  is  Communism  or  Fascism,  the  result  is  the  same." 

"The  Constitution  in  ( iermany  gave  one  man  the  right  to 
dissolve  the  Reichstag,  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government, 
and  although  there  is,  theoretically,  a  legislature  in  Germany, 
practically,  there  is  none." 

Dr.  Reisenman  said  that  the  city  of  Franklin  had  particular  reason 
for  commemorating  the  framing  of  the  Constitution  because  of  its  posi- 
tion in  C\)lonial  histc.ry.   Fie  said  Franklin  was  established  as  a  settle- 
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ment  fifty  years  before  the  Constitution  as  the  site  of  four  Colonuil 
forts  which  figured  in  the  early  history  of  the  State. 

Franklin,  as  a  city,  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  under  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth  in  1795,  eight  years  after  the  signing  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Celebrations  In  Pittsburgh  Region  Xo.  1. 

In  the  counties  of  the  Pittsburgh  Region,  outside  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, the  December  observance  also  centered  largely  in  the  schools 
and  churches. 

In  Beaver  County,  where  Judge  Henry  H.  Wilson  was  the  county 
chairman,  great  interest  was  aroused  in  the  Constitution  through  the 
local  newspapers.  Several  public  meetings  were  held  at  which  ad- 
dresses on  the  Constitution  were  made. 

In  Greene  County,  of  which  Plonorable  Ro_\'  E.  Furman,  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  was  county  chairman,  the  chief  celebra- 
tions were  those  in  some  of  the  high  schools.  A  number  of  patriotic 
organizations  took  notice  of  the  occasion  and  sponsored  jn-ograms. 

William  M.  Ruddock,  Escj.,  county  chairman  of  Indiana  County, 
organized  meetings  of  civic  bodies  and  other  organizations  in  honor  of 
the  Constitution.  Indiana  County  had  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
history  of  the  State,  and  Clymer,  a  town  in  the  county,  was  named  for 
George  Clvmer,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Constitution. 

At  the  high  school  in  Alt.  Pleasant  Borough,  W'estiuoreland  County, 
there  were  songs,  and  an  address  by  Lewis  R.  Walkinshaw,  Esq.,  on  the 
contribution  to  the  ratification  by  Mt.  Pleasant. 

At  the  Monongahela  High  School,  in  Washington  County,  on  De- 
cember 10,  ten  girls  depicted  the  actions  of  the  various  Pennsylvania 
delegates. 

At  the  high  school  in  jeannette,  Westmoreland  County,  over  thirteen 
hundred  pupils  in  the  two  assemblies  listened  to  Edward  G.  Bauer,  Escj., 
speak. 

"The  Constitution,"  he  said,  "has  stood  for  one  hundrerl  and 
fifty  years,  which  is  the  longest  record  of  any  democrac}-,  and  will 
stand  for  as  many  more  years.  It  is  withal  an  unique  and  un- 
equalled instrument  of  government." 

Under  the  direction  of  ]\Ir.  V.  F.  Linhach,  the  vice-jirinciijal,  all  the 
social  science  classes  of  this  school  discussed  the  Constitution  in  tlie 
regular  class  periods  during  the  day. 

The  response  b\'  the  schools  on  December  10  to  the  request  of 
Doctor  Ade  and  Chairman  Greenfield  for  observance  of  the  anniversarv 
of  the  ratification  by  Pennsylvania  was  greater  than  expected,  and  this 
served  to  further  the  Committee's  aim  to  mould  the  young  into  be- 
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lievers  in  imr  democracy,  and  to  counteract  any  influence  of  "isms" 
by  propagandists. 

The  youth  of  the  Commonwealth  were  aroused  to  a  patriotic  fervor. 
Men  who  signed  or  ratified  the  Constitution  lived  again  on  that  day, 
and  the  Constitution  was  portrayed  to  the  school  children  of  the  Com- 
monwealth as  a  living,  workable  document,  which  had  sustained  the 
Nation  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  which  would  continue  as  the 
foundation  of  the  republic. 


1 


CPI AFTER  XIV 


CHURCH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DECEMBER 
CELEBRATION 

The  fact  that  the  December.  1937,  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Constitution  by  Pennsylvania,  fell  on  the  Sabbath  made  it  especially 
fitting  that  the  churches  of  the  Commonwealth  have  a  principal  part  in 
the  marking  of  this  historic  day. 

The  Committee  sent  invitations  to  churches  of  leading  denominations 
— Catholic.  Protestant  and  Jewish. — to  participate  in  the  celel)rati(in.  The 
State  Chairman,  in  asking  the  clergymen  to  commemorate  the  anniver- 
sary, offered  to  assist  them  by  making  available  factual  information  con- 
cerning the  chronology  of  the  events  leading  up  to  and  culminating  in 
the  ratification  bv  this  Common weahh  on  December  12.  1787. 

Three  thousand  letters  in  all  were  sent  to  clergymen  ])y  the  State 
Chairman  in  the  early  part  of  December,  and  witli  the  letters  went  a  copy 
of  Tlic  Heart  and  Soul  of  the  Constitution  bv  Congressman  Bloom, 
and  a  Constitution  invocation  bv  the  Reverend  Louis  C.  W  ashburn. 

Among  some  ministers  there  was  a  feeling  that  they  cnuld  nnt  de- 
Hver  sermons  on  the  Constitution  without  encroaching  upon  a  political 
controversy,  since  at  this  time  the  Constitution  was  the  subject  of 
divergent  interpretations  on  the  part  of  the  major  political  i)arties,  and 
ministers,  like  other  citizens,  were  members  of  one  or  the  other. 

The  Reverend  William  L.  Mudge,  of  Harrisburg.  Executive  Secre- 
tary of  the  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Churches,  which  included  twent}'- 
four  denominations — among  them  the  Baptist,  Methodist  Episcopal. 
Presbyterian.  Protestant  Episcopal,  and  the  L'nited  Lutheran — wrote  to 
the  State  Chairman  that  many  ministers  in  tlie  difl:erent  denominations 
were  extremely  sensitive  fin  the  whole  subject  of  the  Constitution  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  had  "most  unfortunatelv  become  the  center  of  a 
political  controversy."  He  added  that  thev  hesitated  even  to  refer  to 
it  in  juiblic  meetings  f(]r  fear  some  feeling  would  l)e  created  and  oft'er 
a  real  hindrance  to  the  wide  observance  of  the  anniversarv. 

^lany  Protestant  churches  throughout  the  State,  however,  did  observe 
the  date.  Here  again,  to  list  all  the  sermons  on  the  Constitution  given 
on  this  day  practically  would  mean  tlie  making  of  a  catalogue. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  Reverend  Joseph  Fort  Newton,  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Luke  and  the  Epiphany,  gave  a  sermon.  "The  Covenant  of 
Liberty"  on  December  10.  in  connection  with  tlie  national  religious 
services  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  of  which  he  is  chaplain. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Diocese  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  J.  Carroll  ^NlcCormick.  Chancellor,  informed  the 
State  Chairman  that  as  the  great  religious  celebration  bv  the  Catholic 
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Church  at  the  Field  Mass  in  the  Philadelphia  stadium  in  Septemher  had 
been  so  splendid  a  public  tribute  to  the  Constitution,  the  church  would 
undertake  no  further  programs  in  connection  with  the  anniversary  of 
the  ratification  by  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  Scranton  Diocese  of  the  Catholic  Church,  sermons  were 
preached  on  December  12,  in  many  of  the  churches  and  a  sermon,  "The 
Religious  Significance  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  was 
delivered  by  the  Reverend  William  K.  Dolan  at  St.  Peter's  Cathedral. 

Sermons  also  were  preached  in  many  Jewish  synagogues  in  the 
Commonwealth  on  Saturday,  December  11. 

In  connection  with  this  observance  by  the  churches  of  the  Common- 
wealth, it  is  interesting  to  note  here  the  religious  affiliations  of  the 
delegates  to  the  Federal  Convention,  and  to  dwell  upon  the  part  that 
religion  played  in  the  drafting  of  the  document. 

Many  of  the  signers  were  descendants  of  men  who  had  fled  the 
Old  World  to  escape  religious  persecution,  and  they  could  recall  the 
pressure  that  had  been  brcjught  upon  their  ancestors  to  swerve  them 
from  their  independent  views  on  religion. 

They  knew,  too,  that  there  had  been  divisions  and  contests  in  the 
colonies  among  the  various  denominations ;  that  there  had  been  persecu- 
tions of  non-conformists ;  and  undoubtedly  this  knowledge  and  the  for- 
tunate fact  that  the  delegates  were  members  of  varied  denominations 
played  some  part  in  the  inclusion  in  the  Constitution  of  the  guarantee  of 
religious  liberty  to  all. 

The  signers  also  realized,  in  all  probability,  that  this  guarantee  was 
a  stroke  of  diplomacy,  as  well  as  just  and  humane,  for  they  must  have 
felt  that  with  it,  religious  dift'erences  of  the  citizens  of  the  Nation  would 
never  endanger  its  unity. 

Although  no  member  of  the  Federal  Convention  was  atheistic,  and 
though  some  like  Franklin  were  deists,  the  delegates  omitted  any 
reference  to  God  in  the  Constitution.  Of  the  fifty-five  delegates  to  the 
Federal  Convention,  all  except  two  were  of  some  branch  of  the  Protes- 
tant Church.    The  two  were  members  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

Episcopalians  comprised  the  largest  number — fifteen;  Presbyterians, 
the  next  largest — ten ;  and  Congregationalists,  the  third,  with  nine. 
The  small  representation  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  Convention  was 
due  undoubtedly  to  the  fact  that  the  Catholic  pojnilation  of  the  Nation 
in  the  last  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  not  large. 

The  Jewish  population  also  strongly  favored  the  Constitution,  a 
natural  result  of  the  persecutions  the  race  had  sufifered  for  centuries 
because  of  religious  beliefs.  At  the  time  of  the  Federal  Convention,  in 
a  population  of  about  three  million,  there  were  about  three  thousand 
Jews  in  the  United  States,  of  which  Philadelphia  had  one  thousand. 
New  York  seven  hundred   and   fifty,   and   Newport,   five  hundred. 
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Savannah,  Georgia,  and  Charleston,  South  CaroHna,  also  had  Jewish 
communities.  Owing  to  their  small  number,  the  Jewish  people  could 
not  muster  sufficient  strength  to  choose  a  delegate.  They  had  not  been 
permitted  in  most  of  the  state  constitutions  to  hold  public  office,  although 
in  South  Carolina,  Francis  Salvador,  a  Jew,  who  had  been  scalped  by 
the  Indians  during  the  Revolution,  served  in  the  state  legislature.  He 
was  a  friend  of  Charles  Pinckney,  author  of  the  religious  liberty  clause 
of  the  Constitution  and  a  signer. 


Chapter  XV 


OBSERVANCES  BY  FRATERNAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Observance  of  the  Decenil)er  anniversary  l)v  fraternal  and  patriotic 
organizations,  and  hy  historical  societies  also  was  obtained  by  the 
Committee.  Many  of  the  historical  societies  and  patriotic  organizations 
had  planned  celebrations  prior  to  the  Committee's  recjuest,  but  others 
were  inspired  to  mark  the  anniversary  as  a  result  of  letters  sent  by  the 
State  Chairman.  In  some  instances,  fraternal  organizations  had  held 
celebrations  in  honor  of  the  Constitution  earlier  than  December. 

The  l!'nai  Il'rith  Lodge,  No.  920,  had  held  an  observance  at  the 
Community  Center,  lirodhead  and  Packer  Avenues,  in  Bethlelicni,  on 
Sunday,  Uctober  17,  1937.  Among  the  speakers  were  Mr.  Joseph 
Coleman,  president,  B'nai  B'rith  Lodge,  No.  920 ;  State  Senator  AVil- 
liam  G.  Barthold,  Mayor  Robert  Pfeifle,  of  Bethlehem;  Dr.  Louis  ( ier- 
shenfeld,  of  Philadelphia,  ])re.sident.  District  No.  3,  B'nai  B'rith,  and 
Congressman  IMoom,  the  Director  ( leneral  of  the  Uniterl  States  Con- 
stitution Sesquicentennial  Commission. 

A  commemoration  exercise  was  held  on  November  16,  by  the  Sol 
Kraus  Lodge,  No.  8,  of  the  li'rith  .Sholoni,  riiiladclphia,  of  which  the 
State  Chairman  is  a  member.  An  address  on  the  Constitution  and  the 
contribution  by  the  Jews  to  the  Nation  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Morris 
Ruberg,  the  seci'etary.  The  Committee  furnished  some  of  the  historical 
data  for  this  occasion.  Mr.  Ruberg  related  the  fact  that  the  Jews  had 
been  discriminated  against  by  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  Penn- 
sylvania, adopted  in  1776,  which  forbade  anyone  from  membership 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  unless  he  not  onlv  believed  in  one  God, 
but  accepted  the  Scri])tures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  as  given  bv 
Divine  Inspiration.  He  said  that  the  provision  in  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution now  pernn'tting  Jews  as  well  as  members  of  other  religious  groups 
to  hold  office  under  the  Federal  Government  without  a  religious  test 
was  asked  for  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Federal  Conxention.  rlated 
September  7,  1787,  by  Jonas  Phillips,  a  member  of  a  di,stinguished 
family  whose  descendants  later  occupied  important  jiositions  both  in  the 
Navy  and  on  the  Ijench. 

Otlier  fraternal  organizations  which  celebrated  the  Constitution  in- 
cluded lodges  of  the  lnde])endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Black  Lick 
Lodge,  No.  1088,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fell  ows,  of  Nanty-Glo, 
Cambria  County,  held  a  meeting  on  December  14.  which  was  addressed 
by  the  Reverend  F.  W.  Evans,  Mr.  Will  Lovell,  a  school  teacher,  and 
Mr.  William  Nimms,  Secretary  of  the  Lodge. 
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On  December  16.  in  Harrisburg,  the  Past  Grands'  Association  of 
Dauphin  County,  representing  all  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodges  of  that 
County,  observed  the  anniversary  with  addresses  by  the  members  of 
the  Order. 

The  Gettysliurg  Lodge,  No.  124.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, also  marked  the  anniversary  on  December  14.  Dr.  Robert 
Fortenbaugh,  head  of  the  History  Department  of  Gettysburg  College, 
dehvered  an  address  in  which  he  traced  the  events  that  followed  the 
calHng  of  tlie  Federal  Convention  in  Pennsylvania  in  May,  1787,  to 
the  ratification  by  Pennsylvania  in  December.  He  told  of  the  struggle 
between  the  Federalists  and  the  Antifederalists.  Mr.  Lloyd  R.  Hart- 
man  presided. 

The  B.  S.  Davis  Lodge,  No.  1069,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  in  Altoona,  also  observed  the  anniversary  on  December  31. 

The  observances  listed  are  but  representative  of  numerous  others 
lield  by  various  orders  and  lodges  tliroughout  the  State. 


Chapter  XVI 


PREPARATION  FOR  THE  JUNE  CELEBRATION 

With  the  completion  of  the  December  celebration,  the  Committee 
entered  upon  its  plans  to  mark  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  An- 
niversary in  June  of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the  States. 

An  organization  meeting  of  a  Philadelphia  Citizens'  Committee  was 
called  at  the  Bellevue -Stratford  Hotel  in  Philadelphia  on  February  24, 
1938.  The  State  Chairman  outlined  at  this  meeting  the  county  and 
regional  organizations  as  set  up  by  the  State  Committee  and  emphasized 
again  that  passage  in  the  President's  proclamation  which  expressed  the 
spirit  motivating  the  activities  of  the  State  in  honoring  the  Constitu- 
tion— "that  ...  we  shall  think  afresh  of  the  founding  of  our  Government 
under  the  Constitution,  how  it  has  served  us  in  the  past  and  how  in 
the  days  to  come  its  principles  will  guide  the  Nation  ever  forward." 

"In  this  spirit,"  Mr.  Greenfield  told  the  meeting,  "our  Com- 
mittee has  been  conducting  its  activities  and  encouraging  interest 
in  the  study  of  the  part  played  in  the  formation  and  ratification 
of  the  Constitution  by  Pennsylvania  and  the  establishment  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States." 

He  told  of  the  educational  purposes  of  the  Committee  and  the  con- 
centration of  its  efiforts  largely  among  the  school  children  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  stated  that  up  to  that  time  more  than  one  thousand 
local  Constitutional  observances  had  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
State. 

He  announced,  too,  that  the  State  Committee  had  defrayed  ex- 
penses of  sending  exact  scale  plaster  models  of  Independence  Hall  to 
approximately  twenty-eight  hundred  schools  in  the  Commonwealth  by  the 
Historical  Commission  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

Seventy-five  persons  were  present  at  this  meeting,  and  the  State 
Chairman  told  them  that  the  Citizens'  Committee  would  develop  an 
appropriate  program  for  the  June  celebration.  To  do  this,  Mr.  Green- 
field said,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Citizens'  Committee  to  name 
a  program  committee  and  various  other  sub-committees. 

He  asked  that  those  at  the  meeting  elect  the  chairman  of  the  Citizens' 
Committee  and  appoint  the  program  committee,  as  well  as  give  consent 
for  the  chairman  to  appoint  the  members  of  the  additional  sub- 
committees. Mr.  Greenfield  then  nominated  Judge  Frank  Smith  for 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Citizens'  Committee.  The  nomination  was 
seconded  and  approved,  and  Judge  Smith  then  assumed  the  conducting 
of  the  meeting.    Joseph  P.  Gafifney,  Esq.,  was  nominated  vice-chairman. 
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jiidj^r  Smith  emphasized  tlx-  imintrtance  of  arranging  a  celebration 
which  would  attract  national  attention,  and  which  would  demonstrate 
to  foreign  nations  of  h'ascist  or  monarchical  tendencies  that  American 
citizens  still  were  imbued  with  a  love  of  freedom  and  democracy  as 
exemplified  in  tlie  Constitution.  He  asked  for  a  discussion  of  the  tenta- 
tive program  as  submitted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Committee,  and  called  n])on  Dr.  Elim  A.  E.  Palmquist,  the 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Philadelphia  Federation  of  Churches,  Judge 
Grover  C.  Ladner.  of  the  ( )rphans  Court  of  Philadelphia;  Mr.  A.  Ray- 
mond Raff,  Collector  of  the  Mnreau  of  Customs  at  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs. 
( iustav  Ketterer,  to  speak. 

The  Citizens'  Committee  meeting  adjourned  after  a  motion  from  the 
lloor  was  a])proved,  authorizing  Judge  Smith  to  a])])oint  the  program 
committee,  a  committee  on  foreign  particijiation,  a  committee  on  Army 
and  Navy  participation,  a  committee  for  the  participation  of  the  Citv 
Fathers  and  a  women's  committee. 

The  original  ])]an.s  of  the  lOmmittee  for  the  June  celebration  called 
for  .setting  aside  one  day  as  "President's  Day,"  and  also  another  to  be 
devoted  to  participation  by  foreign  countries,  with  a  review  of  warships 
in  the  Delaware  River.  In  the  fall  of  1937,  Governor  Earle,  at  the 
recjuest  of  the  State  Chairman,  had  asked  President  Roosevelt  to  come 
t  I  I 'ennsylvania  for  tlie  December  celebration,  but  this  invitation  was 
n(  I  ]jressed  when  the  Committee  decided  to  limit  its  December  activi- 
ties to  schools  and  churches. 

In  December,  liowever,  the  aid  of  Governor  Earle  and  Senator 
Joseph  F.  (iuffe\  had  been  enhsted  by  the  State  Chairman  to  obtain 
President  Roosevelt's  ])articipation  in  the  June  observance.  On  De- 
(-  niber  20,  Mr.  Greenfield  wrote  to  the  President  the  following  in- 
\  ilati(  )n  : 

"Dear  Mr.  President: 

"'i'he  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee, 
in  co-operation  with  the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicen- 
tennial  Commission,  has  ])re])ared  plans  centering  in  Philadelphia 
the  celeliration  of  'National  Ratification  Day'  on  June  21,  1938. 
which  will  mark  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Amiiversary  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

"These  jjlans  provide  for  a  five-day  celebration — commencing 
Friday,  June  17,  1938,  and  culminating  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
first,  which  we  desire  to  designate  as  'President's  Day'. 

"In  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration 
Committee,  1  liave  the  honor  to  request  your  presence  and  to 
extend  to  you  an  invitation  to  deliver  an  address  to  representa- 
tives of  the  Thirteen  (  )riginal  States  and  of  foreign  nations  who 
w  ill  be  asked  to  participate  with  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  ob.servance  of  'N^ational  Ratification  Day'. 
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"Plans  for  the  ceremonies  on  Jnne  21,  1938,  will  be  submitted 
for  your  consideration,  in  order  that  they  may  meet  with  your 
convenience  and  have  your  full  approval." 

Meanwhile,  Senat(jr  (iuffey  had  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
President  had  received  invitations  to  three  celebrations  in  Pennsylvania, 
all  about  the  same  time,  these  being  the  dedication  by  Franklin  Institute 
on  May  17  of  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Memorial;  the  Constitution 
exercises  in  June  and  the  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  huuling 
of  the  Swedes  in  America,  also  in  June.  The  committee  made  an  effort 
to  have  the  Franklin  Institute  combine  its  May  17  ceremonies  with 
the  Constitutional  observance,  so  as  to  insure  the  President's  visit 
to  Philadelphia,  but  the  Institute  decided  to  carry  out  its  celebration 
independently. 

After  the  appointment  of  the  Philadelphia  Program  Committee,  Judge 
Smith  named  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Gates  as  chairman  of  the  "President's 
Day"  sub-committee  and  the  efforts  to  obtain  President  Roosevelt's 
consent  to  participate  were  intensified.  Senator  Guffey  had  paid  sev- 
eral personal  visits  to  the  White  House,  and  in  March,  1938,  Governor 
Earle  also  visited  the  President  and  was  informed  that  the  Executive 
could  not  come  to  Philadelphia  in  June.  Governor  Earle  had  sum- 
moned to  Washington  Mr.  Greenfield,  Honorable  David  L.  Lawrence, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Jones,  the  Assistant  to  the 
State  Chairman,  and  after  he  had  informed  them  of  the  President's  de- 
cision, they,  as  a  committee,  called  upon  and  extended  an  invitation  to 
Secretary  of  State  Cordell  Hull.  Mr.  Hull  expressed  great  interest, 
but  the  next  day  informed  the  State  Chairman  that  he,  too,  would  be 
unable  to  accept  because  of  the  ever  increasing  problems  that  required 
his  constant  attention  at  the  State  Department.* 

During  the  weeks  that  followed,  the  Commemoration  Committee's 
plans  for  obtaining  prominent  national  figures  as  speakers  at  the  June 
ceremonies  were  entrusted  to  a  Speakers'  Committee,  headed  by  Mr. 
Michael  Francis  Doyle.  Efforts  were  made,  but  without  success,  to 
have,  among  others,  Supreme  Court  Justices  Owen  J.  Roberts  and 
Harlan  F.  Stone ;  LTnited  States  Senators  William  E.  Borah,  Joseph  F. 
Guffey  and  Robert  M.  LaFollette,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  William  Allen  White 
participate.  Mr.  Jones  and  Major  Harry  V.  Ryder,  in  early  June, 
made  a  trip  to  New  York  and  personally  invited  former  President 
Herbert  Hoover  to  speak,  but  he.  too,  was  unable  to  accept  the  invitation. 

The  Speakers'  Committee,  however,  succeeded  in  obtaining  accept- 
ances from  Sumner  Welles,  Under  Secretary  of  State ;  United  States 
Senator  James  J.  Davis,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Congressman  Bloom ;  and, 
through  Governor  Earle,  from  Governor  E.  D.  Rivers,  of  Georgia. 

*  A  copy  of  Secretary  Hull's  letter  to  the  State  Chairman  is  printed  in  the 
appendix. 
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As  to  participation  by  foreign  nations,  the  State  Committee  succeeded 
in  having  Senators  Guffey  and  Davis  introduce  in  the  Senate  on  De- 
cember 7,  1937,  a  resohition,  recorded  as  S.  J.  Res.  No.  236,  author- 
izing the  President  to  invite  foreign  countries  to  participate.  On 
December  8,  Congressman  ]^>anl<  J.  G.  Dorsey  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  a  similar  resohition,  l<nown  as  H.  J.  Res.  No. 
530.*  The  House  Resohition  was  reported  out  favorably  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs^  and  passed  unanimously,  but  the  Senate 
Resolution  remained  with  its  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  until  it 
was  too  late  to  permit  proper  action  by  the  Pennsylvania  Committee 
on  this  phase  of  the  celebration,  and  on  March  22,  the  State  Chairman 
asked  that  the  resolution  be  killed. 

The  Philadelphia  I'rogram  Committee,  which  had  held  its  first  meet- 
ing on  March  2,  at  the  State  Committee's  Fxecutive  Headcjuarters  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Building,  with  Judge  Smith  presiding,  continued  to 
hold  meetings  from  time  to  time.  At  the  first  meeting,  there  was  some 
discussion  as  to  the  ])ro])er  designation  of  this  committee,  and  Mr.  Doyle 
Mr.  Norman  J.  Griffin  and  Mr.  Jones  were  authorized  to  select  a  name. 
They  decided  upon  "Constitution  Ratification  Day  Committee  of  Phila- 
delphia," which  name  was  endorsed  by  the  Philadelphia  Program 
Committee. 

In  the  early  part  of  April,  Mr.  Charles  Alvin  Jones,  chairman  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Region  Executive  Committee,  since  its  organization,  who 
had  become  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomination  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  resigned  his  Committee  post. 

In  accepting  the  resignation,  Mr.  Greenfield  expressed  regret  that 
Mr.  Charles  Alvin  Jones  could  not  remain  identified  with  the  celebration 
for  which  he  had  worked  so  earnestly.  "Mr.  Jones  will  be  missed  by  his 
associates,  both  in  the  Pittsburgh  Region  Committee  and  the  State  Com- 
mittee," he  said. 

In  his  letter  of  resignation,  Mr.  Jones  wrote  : 

"I  have  been  reminded  for  some  time  that  on  account  of  my 
being  a  candidate  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  Governor, 
I  should  be  relieved  of  my  ofiice  as  Executive  Chairman  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Region  No.  1,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Committee.  As  you  well  know,  my  acceptance  of 
the  office  was  long  prior  to  any  consideration  as  to  possible  candi- 
dacies for  the  Governorship,  but,  as  I  am  imw  in  the  campaign 
as  a  candidate,  I  do  not  think  it  well  that  1  appear  in  both  capaci- 
ties, particularly  as  the  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 
is  a  non-partisan  organization  for  a  purely  patriotic  purpose. 

"I  am  not  fearful  that  anyone  would  misconstrue  my  motives, 
but  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  anyone  thought  that  the  Constitution 
Commemoration  Committee  would  be  utilized  by  anyone  for  polit- 


*  Copies  of  these  resolutions  arc  printed  in  the  appendix. 
:j:  A  copy  of  this  report  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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ical  advantage.  In  setting  up  the  organization  for  Pittsburgh 
Region  No.  1,  I  was  extremely  careful  to  see  that  it  was  free  from 
the  slightest  imputation  of  membership  representing  any  par- 
ticular political  thought." 

At  a  meeting  on  April  6,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Executive  Committee  in 
Mayor  Scully's  reception  room  in  the  Pittsburgh  City  Hall,  Judge  (1. 
Malcolm  McDonald,  of  the  Allegheny  County  Courts,  was  nominated 
t(i  till  the  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Charles  Alvin  Jones'  resignation.  At 
this  meeting,  over  which  former-Governor  Fisher,  regional  cliriirman. 


A  PITTSBURGH  REGION  CONFERENCE 

Left  to  right:  Dr.  R.  O.  Hughes,  of  the  Pittsburgh  PubHc  Schools;  Mayor  Cornelius 
D.  Scully  (seated).  Honorary  Chairman;  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  Assistant  to  the  State 
Chairman;  Mr.  John  H.  Elliott,  and  former  Governor  John  S.  Fisher,  who  met  in 
Mayor  Scully's  office  to  arrange  the  Pittsburgh  celebration. 


presided,  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones  was  present  as  the  representative  of  the 
State  Committee.  Mr.  Edward  O.  Tabor,  the  Allegheny  County  Chair- 
man, and  Dr.  R.  O.  Hughes,  the  Assistant  Director  of  Curriculum 
Study,  of  Pittsburgh  schools,  also  attended. 

Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  whose  October  trip  through  the  State  had  resulted 
in  the  selection  of  regional  and  county  committees,  had  been  recptested 
by  Mr.  Greenfield  to  make  a  second  trip  through  the  regions  in  April 
to  encourage  proper  observances  of  the  June  anniversary.  He  outlined 
to  the  Pittsburgh  meeting  the  plans  for  the  Philadelphia  celebration  in 
June  and  offered  suggestions  for  the  Pittsburgh  observance. 
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Before  leaving  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  Jones  called  on  Judge  McDonald,  who 
liad  sent  his  acceptance  of  the  nomination  as  regional  chairman  to 
Governor  Earle,  and  discussed  the  calling  of  a  meeting  of  county  chair- 
men in  the  Pittsburgli  Region  to  decide  upon  a  definite  program  in  that 
city  and  district  for  the  June  celebration. 

Mr.  Jones  went  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  centres  of  the  other  regions. 
At  Erie,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Lawrence  Hotel,  with  Mr.  J.  Elmer 
Reed,  the  regional  chairman,  presiding.  The  tentative  Philadelphia 
program  was  outlined  and  an  elaborate  regional  celebration  suggested. 
Though  this  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Erie  Executive  Committee, 
it  was  decided  that  the  Erie  celebration  in  June,  in  view  of  the  major 
observance  the  previous  September,  be  confined  to  special  services  in 
the  schools,  ceremonies  in  the  churches  and  a  joint  service  club  luncheon. 

From  Erie,  the  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman  journeyed  to  Wil- 
liamsport,  and  the  Regional  Committee  there,  at  a  meeting  in  the  Ly- 
coming Hotel  on  April  11,  presided  over  by  Mayor  Charles  D.  Wolfe, 
the  honorary  chairman,  agreed  to  draft  plans  for  the  June  celebration. 
The  next  day,  at  a  meeting  in  the  Mallow-Sterling  Hotel,  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Mr.  Jones  urged  the  W'ilkes-Barre  Regional  Committee  to  do 
likewise  and  the  members  decided  to  also  make  plans  for  the  observance 
of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  l)y  the  States.  On  April  14,  Mr. 
Jones  closed  his  state  tour  at  a  meeting  with  the  Harrisburg  Regicmal 
Committee,  which  was  attended  by  Mr.  Vance  C.  McCormick,  the 
honorary  chairman.  Colonel  John  Mcllhenny  Smith,  chairman  of  the 
Regional  Executive  Committee,  Mayor  John  A.  F.  Hall,  the  regional 
chairman,  and  Colonel  Robert  Morris,  of  the  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard.  The  Committee  decided  that  it  would  mark  the  June  anniver- 
sary with  school  celebrations,  church  services  and  joint  service  club 
luncheons. 

Mr.  Jones  returned  to  I'hiladelphia  and  reported  to  the  State  Chair- 
man that  each  of  the  regions  would  in  some  manner  mark  the  anniversary 
of  the  Constitution  in  June,  and  al)out  this  time  the  State  Committee 
decided  to  designate  the  celebration  as  the  "(Jnc  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
Birthday  of  the  United  States  Constitution." 


Chapter  XVII 


THE  SCHOLARSHIP  ESSAY  CONTEST  ON  THE 

CONSTITUTION 

During  the  lUDiithh  from  December.  1937,  to  June,  1938,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Commemoration  Committee  engaged  in  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  its  undertakings, — an  essay  contest  on  the  Constitution  among 
the  pupils  of  the  secondary  schools  in  the  Commonwealth.  This  contest 
was  in  keeping  with  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  to  inculcate  in  the 
impressionable  minds  of  the  young  the  value  of  our  democracy  under 
the  Constitution  by  a  study  of  that  document,  its  history  and  its  principles. 

As  rewards  for  five  winning  contestants,  the  Committee  succeeded 
in  having  scholarships,  for  four  years  each,  made  available  by  five  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning  in  the  State.  The  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania provided  a  scholarship  with  a  value  of  $1,600,  covering  tuition 
only;  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  a  scholarship  with  a  value  of  $1,000, 
covering  tuition  only  ;  Temple  University,  in  P^hiladelphia.  a  scholarship 
with  a  value  of  $800.  also  covering  tuition  only;  Duquesne  University, 
in  Pittsburgh,  a  scholarship  with  a  value  of  $480.  covering  half  tuition 
over  the  four-year  period;  and  Pennsylvania  State  College,  a  scholar- 
ship with  a  value  of  $400,  covering  tuition  only.  The  five  successful 
contestants  were  to  be  given  priority  in  the  choice  of  the  scholarships 
in  the  order  of  the  grading  of  their  essays. 

A  second  group  of  the  next  five  best  contestants  also  were  to  be 
selected  and  they  automatically  would  become  eligible  in  the  event  an)' 
of  the  first  five  failed  to  meet  the  entrance  rec{uirements  of  the  institu- 
tions awarding"  the  scholarships,  or  if  they  failed  for  any  other  reason, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  grants  in  the  fall  of  1938.  The  essay  contest 
under  the  sole  sponsorship  of  the  Commemoration  Committee  was  limited 
to  the  pupils  of  high  and  preparatory  schools  in  Pennsylvania  who  had 
graduated,  or  who  were  to  graduate,  during  the  calendar  year  of  1938. 

In  announcing  the  essay  contest.  ^Ir.  Greenfield  said : 

"The  contest  has  been  arranged  by  our  Committee  in  order  to 
promote  a  l)etter  aj^jM-eciation  of  and  a  greater  loyalty  t<j  the 
American  form  of  government  among  high  scIkxjI  students.  It 
also  seems  fitting  that  students  whose  graduation  falls  in  the  year 
which  marks  such  an  important  occasion  as  the  (  )ne  Hundred  and 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution,  should 
be  encouraged  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  meaning  and  spirit 
of  this  great  document  on  which  their  government  rests." 

The  committee  of  judges  selected  to  conduct  the  contest  included 
Messrs.  William  H.  Du  Barry,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  M.  E. 
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Gladfelter,  of  Temple  University,  J.  G.  Quick,  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh, H.  T.  Duf¥y,  of  Duquesne  University,  William  S.  Hofifman,  of 
Pennsylvania  State  College,  and  (  )liver  S.  Heckman.  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  with  Afr.  Creeniield.  Mr.  John  S. 
Renvvick,  the  secretary,  and  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones  representing  the  Con- 
stitution Commemoration  Committee. 

Twelve  hundred  and  seventy  secondary  scliools  were  invited  by  the 
Chairman  to  participate  in  the  contest.  Rules  and  regulations*  were 
drafted  and  copies  distributed,  and  school  i)rincipals  were  asked  to  hold 
lireliminar}'  eliminations  to  select  pupils  to  represent  the  respective 
institutions  in  the  hnals  of  the  state-wide  competition,  this  representation 
to  be  limited  to  one  pupil  for  each  hundred  pupils,  or  fraction  thereof, 
graduating  during  1938. 

In  the  eliminations,  the  princij^als  were  allowed  free  choice  in  the 
manner  of  selecting  the  entrants  fcjr  the  hnals,  either  by  experimental 
essays  or  by  examinations.  The  Committee  suggested  that  if  examina- 
tions were  resorted  to,  they  be  based  on  a  required  knowledge  of  the 
background  of  the  Constitution,  its  framing  and  adoption,  its  ratification 
and  its  amendments. 

The  Committee  required  that  these  eliminations  be  completed  on  or 
before  April  1,  and  that  enrollment  cards  for  the  finals  be  mailed  to  the 
Commemoration  Committee's  headquarters  in  Philadelphia  on  or  before 
April  6.  These  cards,!  supplied  to  the  principals  by  the  Committee,  were 
in  two  portions  separated  by  perforations,  with  identical  numbers  on 
each  portion.  The  upper  half,  containing  a  certification  of  the  entrant's 
qualifications  in  accordance  with  the  rules,  and  a  space  for  the  entrant's 
photograph,  was  to  be  signed  by  both  the  entrant  and  the  school  princijial 
and  returned  to  the  Committee.  The  lower  half,  which  was  retained  by 
the  pupil,  contained  instructions  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  the  final 
contest,  and  also  a  space  for  the  contestant's  signature.  This  signature 
was  to  be  affixed  only  at  the  time  of  the  finals,  and  in  the  presence  of 
a  supervisor,  for  com])arison  with  the  pu])irs  signature  on  that  ]X)rtion 
sent  to  the  Committee.  In  this  manner,  the  Committee  hoped  to  insure 
the  fairest  possible  conduct  of  the  contest,  and  prevent  any  substitution 
by  entrants. 

The  date  for  the  finals  was  fixed  for  A])ril  23.  Thev  were  to  be 
held  simultaneously  in  the  six  regional  centers  on  that  day.  The 
Committee,  upon  request  from  schools  or  pupils,  distributed  hundreds  of 
copies  of  The  Story  of  file  Coustitufioii.  and  a  t)ihliogra])hy  of  twenty- 
five  books  for  reference  and  research  work. 

The  preliminary  contest  created  the  keenest  sort  of  competition 
among  the  pupils.  There  had  never  been  a  similar  competitive  essay 
contest  on  a  state- wide  scale.  Thousands  of  high  school  seniors  in  every 

*  A  copy  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
t  A  copy  of  the  enrollment  card  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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city,  village  and  hamlet,  took  up  the  study  of  the  Constitution,  and  book- 
stores and  libraries  were  taxed  with  requests  for  writings  on  the  docu- 
ment. Newspapers  gave  the  contest  the  widest  publicity  and  called  the 
attention  of  the  public  in  general  to  this  introduction  of  hundreds  of  the 
youth  of  the  Coninn  )n\v('a!th  to  a  study  of  constitutional  government 
and  its  principles. 

In  Pittsburgh,  Dr.  Ben  G.  Graham,  the  Sui)erintendent  of  Schools, 
fixed  the  preliminary  examinations  for  the  week  ending  April  1,  and 
ear]\-  in  March  high  school  students  in  that  citv  began  a  ])reparatory, 
systematic  classroom  study  of  the  Constitution. 

When  the  elimination  contests  closed  on  April  1,  a  total  of  eight 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-four  seniors  in  approximately  three 
hundred  and  fifty  secondary  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  had  taken  part 
in  them.  Of  this  number,  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pupils,  repre- 
senting two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  schools,  were  declared  eligible  to 
compete  in  the  finals. 

In  Allegheny  County,  which  led  in  enrollment  in  the  preliminary 
examinations,  several  private  educational  institutions  joined  in  the  con- 
test, while  in  Philadelphia  all  of  the  public  senior  high  schools,  the 
leading  parochial  high  schools,  and  several  private  institutions  partici- 
pated. In  the  Pittsburgh  Region,  from  approximately  four  thousand 
])upils  who  participated  in  the  eliminations,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  ciualified  for  the  finals.  They  represented  the  graduating  classes  of 
eighty-nine  schools. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Region,  the  qualifiers  numbered  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  pupils,  representing  sixty-seven  schools.  Approximately 
eighteen  hundred  had  participated  in  the  eliminations. 

In  the  1  larrisburg  Region,  fifty-five  students,  representing  thirty- 
seven  schools,  qualified.  Approximately  seven  hundred  and  fifty  had 
participated  in  the  i)reliminary  examinations. 

Eighty-eight  students  from  fifty-one  schools  were  selected  in  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Region  from  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  in  the 
preliminaries,  and  in  the  Williamsport  Region,  thirty-eight  students, 
representing  twenty-four  schools,  were  chosen.  Thirty-seven  students, 
representing  nineteen  schools,  were  chosen  in  the  Erie  Region. 

On  April  20.  the  qualifiers  were  announced  in  the  various  regions, 
and  they  were  informed  of  the  rules  and  other  j^ertinent  data  concerning 
the  final  contest.  They  were  told  that  the  use  of  notes  or  reference 
material  during  the  finals  would  not  be  permitted,  but  that  they  would 
be  privileged  to  draft  a  rough  copy  of  their  essay  on  the  last  page  of  a 
blank  essay  book  to  be  given  them,  which  copy  could  be  elaborated  upon 
for  the  final  draft  to  be  written  on  the  first  pages  of  this  book. 

The  topic  upon  which  the  final  essay  was  based  was  not  announced 
to  the  entrants  until  they  assembled  in  the  regional  centers  on  April 
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23,  so  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  pupil 
vantage  in  the  preparation  of  the  essay. 

The  contest  topic  was  chosen  by  Airs.  Earle,  the  Governor's  wife, 
at  the  Executive  Alansion,  in  Harrisburg,  on  April  22.  Subjects  dealing 
with  the  Constitution  were  sealed  in  unmarked  envelopes,  and  while 
Mr.  X'ance  C.  AlcCormick,  the  honorary  chairman  of  the  Harrisburg 
region,  looked  on.  ]\lr.  H.  Ennis  Jones  held  the  envelopes  for  Airs. 
Earle's  selection. 


THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  FINALS  IN  THE  ERIE  REGION,  AT  THE 
LAWRENCE  PARK  HIGH  SCHOOL,  APRIL  23,  1938 

The  next  nidrning,  several  hours  before  the  finals  were  to  open  at 
11.00  A.  AL,  Air.  Greentield  sent  to  all  regional  chairmen  the  following 
telegram : 

"At  the  Governor's  Alansion  yesterday  Airs.  George  H.  Earle 
selected  a  sealed  envelope  from  a  group  of  essa}-  topics  chosen  b\" 
the  committee  of  judges.  This  envelope  was  opened  at  head- 
quarters office  at  4.30  P.  AL.  and  contained  the  topic  which  you 
will  announce  at  the  opening  of  the  final  essav  contest  in  vour 
region.  The  subject  is  "The  Place  and  Aleaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  Our  Present  Day  Life.'  The  winners  will  be  announced 
on  or  about  June  1,  and  the  scholarships  will  be  awarded  bv 
Governor  Earle,  who  will  present  them  as  part  of  the  "Ratifica- 
tion Day'  ceremonies  in  Independence  Hall,  June  21.  Please 
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convey  to  all  contestants  in  your  region  my  warmest  regards  and 
best  wishes  for  tlieir  future." 

Governor  Earle  also  sent  each  regional  chairman  a  telegram,  vvhicli 
read  as  follows : 

"Please  convey  to  the  students  who  are  taking  |)art  in  the  final 
essay  contest  sponsored  by  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Cf)mmittee  as  part  of  its  celebration  of  the  One 
Hundred  Fiftieth  anniversarv  of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitu- 


THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  FINALS  IN  THE  PHILADELPHIA  REGION,  AT 
THE  WILLIAM  PENN  GIRLS  HIGH  SCHOOL,  APRIL  23,  1938 


tion  ol  the  United  States,  my  deep  ajipreciation  of  the  interest  in 
and  knowledge  of  our  great  cliarter  which  fpialify  them  to  re])rescnt 
their  various  schools  in  the  contest.  Their  a])])reciation  will  un- 
doubtedly better  fit  them  to  more  fully  realize  their  responsibili- 
ties in  ])reserving  our  American  form  of  government." 

Rejxjrting  for  the  finals  in  the  six  regional  centers  on  April  23, 
were  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  boys  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
girls.  Thirty-eight  other  qualifiers  were  absent,  seven  in  the  Phila- 
delphia region,  fifteen  in  Pittsburgh;  seven  in  llarrisburg;  three  in  Erie, 
five  in  Williamsport.  and  one  in  W'ilkes-Barre. 

The  rules  required  that  a  maximum  of  tvv(j  hours  be'  allowed  for  the 
writing  of  the  essays,  and  as  the  entrants  reported  and  were  identified 


Scholarship  Essay  Contest  on  the  Constitution 


121 


through  their  signatures  l^y  the  supervisors,  they  were  given  the  paper- 
covered,  hlank  essay  Ixjoks.  Each  hook  bore  a  number  corresponding 
with  that  on  the  entrant's  card,  but  no  otlier  identifying  mark.  The 
cards,  immediately  following  the  opening  of  the  finals,  were  forwarded 
to  the  Committee's  headquarters  in  I'hiladelphia.  where  they  were  kept 
under  lock  and  key  until  after  the  judges  had  decided  on  the  winning 
essays.  Because  of  the  use  of  numbers  on  the  contest  books,  not  even 
the  judges  could  tell  from  the  books  who-  the  entrants  were,  thus  eliminat- 
ing any  possibility  of  unfairness  in  selecting  the  essays. 

The  finals  in  the  various  regions  were  held  at  the  following  schools  : 


Philadelphia  The  William  Penn  High  School  for  Girls 

Pittsburgh   The  Schenley  High  School 

Erie   The  Lawrence  Park  High  School 

Williamsport   The  W  illiamsport  High  School 

Wilkes-Barre  The  Coughlin  High  School 

Harrisburg  The  Central  High  School 


Proctors  were  present  at  each  school,  and  before  the  finals  opened, 
the  entrants  were  addressed  by  a  representative,  or  representatives,  of 
the  Commemoration  Committee. 

In  Philadelphia  City  Solicitor  Joseph  Sharfsin,  representing  Mayor 
Wilson ;  Honorable  John  B.  Kelly,  Dr.  Louis  Nusbaum,  Acting  Superin- 
tendent of  Philadelphia  Public  Schools ;  and  Mr.  Jones  spoke. 

"On  your  shoulders  rests  the  responsibility  of  carrying  the 
message  to  those  who  will  follow  in  your  footsteps,  that  the 
American  constitutional  form  of  government  is  the  best  in  the 
world  under  which  to  live  and  breathe  the  air  of  freedom,"  Mr. 
Jones  told  the  entrants. 

He  then  read  Governor  Earle's  telegram,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr. 
Greenfield,  announcing  the  topic  for  the  essay. 

Mr.  Sharfsin  read  the  Mayor's  address,  which  follows,  in  part: 

"You  must  remember  that  the  ideas  established  by  the  Consti- 
tution are  the  truest  ex])ression  yet  known  to  men  of  a  society 
organized  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people  instead  of  for  that  of 
a  favored  few.  It  was  the  work  of  young  men,  for  the  average 
age  of  those  who  wrote  it  was  forty-four  years.  Its  message 
today  is  one  not  musty  with  time,  but  an  inspiration  to  the  youth 
of  America ;  to  the  up-and-doing  young  men  and  women  of  today. 

"It  is  a  living  document  because  its  concepts  live  as  vitally 
now  as  ever :  because  it  is  beneficent  in  its  protection  of  the  liber- 
ties of  all  those  who  live  under  it  and  in  its  purposes  of  further- 
ing their  well-being,  happiness  and  prosperity.  And  I  ask  you 
to  note  that  I  say  all  the  people,  not  a  greedy,  selfish  or  grasping 
few  who  would  seek  to  sanctify  themselves  by  prating  a  false 
patriotism  while  attempting  to  subvert  its  beneficences  to  their 
own  advancement  and  enrichment.  The  false  patriot  who  profanes 
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the  flag  by  wrapping  it  about  him  has  long  been  known  to  all 
of  us.  Now  let  us  know  and  beware  of  the  self-proclaimed  superior 
ones  who  would  serve  their  selfish  interests  draped  in  the  parch- 
ment of  the  Constitution — the  Constitution  which  was  made  not 
for  such  as  they,  but  for  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  for  all  the 
people,  their  welfare,  well-being  and  happiness." 

Among  the  entrants  in  the  F^hiladelphia  regional  finals  was  Dorothy 
Ruth  Deremer,  of  the  Lilierty  High  School,  Bethlehem,  who  has  Ijeen 
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t(;tally  blind  since  birth.  Owing  to  her  handicap  she  was  allowed  to  use  a 
Braille  equipped  typewriter  in  the  contest. 

In  Pittsburgh,  Judge  G.  Malcolm  McDonald,  the  regional  chairman, 
addressed  the  entrants,  while  the  speaker  in  Erie  was  Mr.  J.  Elmer 
Reed,  the  regional  chairman. 

At  the  Williams] >()rt  finals,  Dr.  A.  M.  Weaver,  Superintendent  of 
the  Williams|)(irt  Schools,  presided  for  Mr.  James  W.  Foresman,  the 
regional  chairman.  He  introduced  Mayor  Charles  D.  Wolfe  and 
Countv  Superintendent  of  Schocjls  Frank  H.  Painter,  wIki  spoke.  The 
city  of  Williamsport  led  the  regional  enrollment  with  five  students 
entered ;  Lock  Haven  was  next  with  four. 
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At  the  Wilkes-Barre  Region  finals.  Colonel  Ernest  G.  Smith,  the 
regional  chairman,  and  Mayor  Charles  N.  Loveland,  tlie  honorary  re- 
gional chairman,  were  speakers. 

In  Harrisburg,  the  City  School  Superintendent,  R.  R.  Abernethy, 
greeted  the  students  and  Colonel  John  Mclllhenny  Smith,  the  regional 
chairman,  spoke. 

After  the  completion  of  the  finals,  the  essay  papers  were  forwarded 
to  the  Commemoration  Committee's  headquarters  in  Philadelphia.  At 
the  request  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade,  the  State  Superin- 
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tendent  of  Public  Instruction,  selected  Dr.  Lee  Driver  and  Dr.  William 
Denison,  retired  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
to  read  and  grade  the  final  essays,  and  the  papers  were  sent  to  them. 
Judging  of  the  essays  began  on  May  4. 

The  contest  judges  met  at  the  headquarters  again  on  May  27.  All 
were  present  except  Mr.  Hofifman,  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  and 
Mr.  Dufify,  of  Duquesne  University.  Dr.  Driver  and  Dr.  Denison  had 
finished  reading  the  final  essays,  and  had  selected  the  best  ten,  but  had 
not  marked  them  in  the  order  oi  their  excellence.  The  judges  ordered 
that  these  ten  essays  be  returned  to  Dr.  Driver  and  Dr.  Denison  for 
grading. 
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The  results  of  the  Contest  were  announced  June  12,  1938.  Of  the 
five  winners,  four  were  girls. 

Tlie  whinners  were : 

Charlotte  Anne  McGuire,  seventeen  years  old,  of  415  Oak  Street, 
Scranton,  pupil  at  the  Scranton  Technical  High  School,  first  prize ; 
Bertha  (jreenberg,  seventeen,  of  3604  Parkview  Avenue,  Pittsburgh, 
])upil  at  tlie  Schenley  High  School  in  that  city,  second  prize ;  Sylvia 
Cireenherg.  seventeen,  5702  Melvin  Street,  Pittsburgh,  pupil  at  the  Aller- 
dice  High  Schon],  third  prize;*  Frances  Parry,  sixteen,  of  14  Lehigh 
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Avenue,  Westview  I'xirdugh,  Allegheny  County,  jjupil  at  the  Avalon 
r.drough  High  Schddl,  fourth  prize;  Donald  Stephen  Williams,  seventeen, 
of  310  Yorke  Avenue,  West  I'ittston.  \m\n\  at  the  West  Pittston  High 
School,  fifth  prize. 

The  second  five  cliosen,  also  in  the  order  of  their  excellence,  were 
Virginia  Krantz,  seventeen,  of  McKeesport ;  Samuel  Zaslofif,  eighteen, 
of  2044  Webster  Avenue,  i 'ittsl)urgh  ;  Mary  Cullen,  sixteen,  1625  North 
Washington  Avenue,  Scranton;  Harry  Lawrence  Williams,  nineteen,  of 
the  Masonic  Home,  Flizal)cthtown,  Lancaster  County;  and  Alice  M. 
Murrav,  seventeen,  of  232  East  Allegheny  Avenue,  lunporium,  Cameron 
County.  They  received  certificates  of  merit. 

*  The  Greenberg  girls  were  nut  related. 
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Miss  McGuire,  winner  of  the  first  prize,  was  valedictorian  of  her 
class  at  Scranton  Technical  Higli  School.  She  was  one  of  eight  students 
from  that  school  to  compete  in  the  essay  contest. 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  her  winning  essay  : 

"The  delegates  to  the  Constitution  Convention  .  .  .  were  truly 
men  of  remarkahle  foresight  and  knowledge.  Although  conditions 
in  all  phases  of  life  then  and  now  are  incomparable,  the  Constitu- 
tution  written  then  is  still  an  adequate  basis  of  government.  .  .  . 
The  average  citizen  is  prone  to  make  the  error  of  thinking  the 
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Constitution  gives  us  our  rights.  This  is  untrue,  for  in  this 
'government  of.  by  and  for  the  people'  the  Constitution  merely 
guarantees  tiie  rights  that  are  already  ours.  .  .  .  We  are  extremely 
fortunate  that  we  have  to  guarantee  our  rights  a  written  Consti- 
tution that  is  theoretically  sound  and  eminently  jjractical.  In  the 
world  today  peoples  in  man_\'  countries  are  waking  up  to  find 
that  they  are  controlled  Ijy  dictators,  that  they  are  but  tools  of 
ambitious  leaders." 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  the  second  prize  essay  by  Aliss 
Bertha  Greenberg : 

"Men,  for  the  most  part  young,  not  impervious  to  new  ideas, 
farsighted  and  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  country  would  grow 
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and  conditions  would  change  drew  up  our  Constitution.  They 
made  the  Constitution  unique  in  that  incorporated  into  the  docu- 
ment are  provisions  for  changing  it,  for  changing  the  govern- 
ment. .  .  .  Today,  as  there  always  will  he,  there  is  disagreement 
and  complaint  and  through  it  the  Constitution  will  come  perhaps 
slightly  altered,  but  unscathed.  .  .  .  The  Constitution  .  .  .  means 
the  existence  and  perpetuation  of  everything  which  can  make  life 
worth  while.  .  .  .  The  Constitution,  though,  should  be  taken  for 
what  it  is.  It  should  not  be  regarded  as  something  untouchable 
and  omnipotent.  The  men  who  made  it  were  not  gods.  If  some- 
thing should  need  to  be  changed,  we  must  and  can  use  the  pro- 
visions which  the  Constitution  itself  makes  and  change  it,  but  the 
Constitution  itself,  the  fundamental  and  supreme  law  of  our  land 
will  endure." 

From  the  third  prize  essay  by  Miss  Sylvia  Greenberg,  the  following 
is  quoted  : 

"We  must  not  consider  the  Constitution  merely  as  the  docu- 
ment which  lies  in  a  glass  case  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  It  is 
all  the  laws  passed  by  the  Congress  which  it  established,  it  is 
all  the  interpretations  and  decisions  handed  down  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  it  is  all  the  customs  and  traditions  we  have  acquired  in  our 
years  of  existence.  In  other  words,  the  Constitution  is  our  Gov- 
ernment as  it  lives  and  works  today.  .  .  ." 

From  the  fourth  prize  essay  by  Miss  Parry,  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

"The  Constitution  has  made  our  lives  free  and  opened  our 
minfls  and  hearts,  making  us  practically  everything  we  are  today. 
Do  not  forget  the  document  that  accords  us  all  our  privileges  and 
jDleasures  and  makes  our  country  the  most  desirable  in  the  world — 
the  Constitution." 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  fifth  prize  essay  by  Donald  Stephen 
Williams  : 

"Few  people  realize  tlie  importance  of  the  Constitution.  They 
fail  to  comprehend  .  .  .  that  without  it  we  would  soon  fall  into 
the  liands  of  despotic  rule  and  ruin.  They  fail  to  marvel  at  its 
simplicitv,  its  elasticity,  and  more  yet  its  age.  It  has  lived  through 
flecades  ;  a  constant  source  of  wonder — a  constant  object  of  sacred 
trust.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  but  marvelled  at.  But  above 
all  it  is  to  be  obeved  and  preserved  for  future  generations  as  the 
backbone  of  American  government  for  all  time  to  come." 

1 'hotograi:)hs  of  the  winners  in  a  grou])  matrix  and  copies  of  their 
essavs  were  distributed  to  newspajjers  throughout  the  State.  They  were 
rei)rintcd  by  practically  every  publication,  attesting  to  the  wide  interest 
aroused  by  the  contest. 
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THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  WINNERS 
In  the  center  is  Charlotte  Anne  McGuire.  winner  of  the  first  prize  scholarship.  At 
the  upper  left  is  Bertha  Greenberg,  winner  of  the  second  prize;  upper  right,  Sylvia 
Greenberg,  winner  of  the  third  prize;  lower  right,  Frances  Parry,  winner  of  the 
fourth  prize;  lower  left,  Donald  Stephen  Williams,  winner  of  the  fifth  prize. 
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In  tlif  cdluiim,  "Parting  Shots,"  in  the  Wilkes-Barre  Times-Leader, 
of  June  13,  1938,  Colonel  Smith,  \hv  Wilkes-Barre  regional  chairman, 
wrote  : 

"That  the  local  or  Fifth  District,  won  two  of  the  five  scholar- 
ships seems  to  indicate  a  well  developed  and  in  many  cases  a  well 
coached  knowledge  of  Constitutional  text  and  history  on  the  part 
of  students  of  Northeastern  Pennsylvania." 

He  pointed  to  the  fact  that  two  of  the  winners  were  in  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Region  anrl  three  in  the  Pittsburgh  Region  as  "assurance  of  fair 
consideration  of  the  essays  on  merit  alone,"  anrl  as  ])roof  that  geographic 
locations  (jhviously  had  not  entered  into  the  judging. 

In  the  Harrisbiirg  Teleyraph ,  of  April  25,  the  Committee  was  com- 
plimented for  the  effective  way  in  which  it  s])read  the  lessons  of 
democracy  bv  the  contest. 

"Nothing  could  have  been  better,''  the  newspaper  said  edi- 
torially, "for  the  researches  and  the  thought  of  the  citizens  of 
tomorrow  than  the  Constitution.  It  was  an  appropriate  time 
for  a  celebration  and  a  vital  period  for  serious  ctmsideration  of 
our  frame  of  government.  Changes  on  which  people  had  grave 
doubts  have  been  much  in  the  public  discussions  and  sentiment 
seems  to  have  been  for  preservation  of  the  i)rinci])les  of  the  fath- 
ers. By  having  students  delve  into  the  backgrounds  of  the  famous 
writing :  study  the  debates  and  ponder  on  the  way  it  has  enabled 
the  republic  to  grow  so  great,  there  will  be  implanted  in  minds 
of  those  who  will  soon  be  voting  just  how  valuable  has  been  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Immediately  after  the  winners  were  notified,  they  were  asked  to 
select  the  universities  which  they  wished  to  enter.  They  had  the  choice 
in  the  order  in  which  their  essays  had  been  graded.  Miss  McGuire  chose 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Miss  Bertha  Greenberg,  the  University 
of  i 'ittsburgh ;  Miss  Sylvia  (ireenberg,  r)u(|Uesne  University;  Miss 
Parr\-,  Tem])le  University,  and  Donald  Williams,  Pennsylvania  State 
College.  They  have  since  met  their  entrance  requirements  and  are 
now  undtTtaking  their  studies. 
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FURTHER  EDUCATIONAL  ACTIVITIES  IN  THE 
STATE— JANUARY  TO  JUNE  21 

From  January  until  June  21,  whenever  the  occasion  offered,  edu- 
cational institutions  held  celebrations  centering  about  the  Constitution. 
Most  of  these  were  directly  inspired  by  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution 
Commemoration  Committee. 

The  following  letter,  dated  May  2,  was  prepared  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  in  cooperation  with  the  Committee,  and  sent  to 
all  school  authorities  in  the  State  over  the  signature  of  Doctor  Lester 
K.  Ade : 

"To  County  and  District  Superintendents  and 
Supervising  and  High  School  Principals : 

"This  year  marks  the  one  hundred  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
framing  and  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  occasion  for  a  study  of  the  origin  and  early 
beginnings  of  our  national  government.  In  recognition  of  this 
anniversary  and  in  order  tO'  promote  deeper  appreciation  of  our 
national  heritage,  programs  are  being  conducted  in  the  several 
schools  of  the  Commonwealth  during  the  year.  Since  plans  are 
now  being  made  for  promotion  and  commencement  exercises,  it 
would  be  appropriate  to  give  recognition  to  the  Constitution  as 
a  theme  for  such  occasions. 

"Suggestions  are  herewith  offered  for  promotion  and  com- 
mencement activities : 

"Dramatizations 

"Tableaux  accompanied  by  explanatory  readings 
"Pantomimes 

"Readings,  recitations,  orations,  and  music 
"Art  and  museum  exhibits  accompanied  by  explanations 
"The  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee, 
1605  Pennsylvania  Building,  Philadelphia,  will  be  glad  to  dis- 
tribute the  following  literature  to  schools  upon  request :  'The 
Story  of  the  Constitution,'  'From  Many  to  One,'  'Pennsylvania 
and  the  Constitution,'  'Trees,'  'Music  Associated  with  the  Period,' 
'Modern  Newsboy,'  'Story  of  Independence  Hall,'  and  'Our 
Constitution.'  " 

The  play,  A  Modern  Nczvsboy  of  flic  Constitution  Convention, 
was  written  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Wilkoff,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Historical  Commission,  the  Works  Progress  Administration,  and 
the  Commemoration  Committee.  The  leading  characters  were  a  mod- 
ern newsboy  and  a  Colonial  boy,  and  the  eight  signers.  Designs  for  the 
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dress  of  the  Colonial  characters  were  inchuled  in  the  pamphlet  in  which 
the  play  was  printed. 

The  response  to  Dr.  Ade's  letter  was  widespread  in  the  schools 
throughout  Pennsylvania.  Scliool  commencements  invarial)lv  included 
some  tril)Ute  to  the  Constitution,  and  many  schools  ])resented  pageants 
as  well. 

Only  a  representative  list  of  the  school  celebrations  can  he  given,  as 
follows : 

1.  Afcntour  County,  in  the  Williamsport  Region,  under  the  guidance 
of  Air.  Fred  W.  Diehl,  Su])crintendent  of  the  Alontour  County  Schools, 
and  also  chairman  ol  tlie  County  Constitution  Committee,  held  schocjl 
celebrations  throughout  the  entire  period  until  June  21,  with  all  com- 
mencement programs  linked. with  the  Constitution  anniversaries. 

2.  In  llradford  Countv,  where  there  are  no  large  populous  centers, 
there  also  were,  thr(  ughout  tlie  latter  half  of  1937  and  the  tirst  part  of 
1938,  celebration  by  schools.  Dr.  IT.  S.  Fish,  of  Sayre,  was  the  Com- 
mittee Chairman  in  this  county. 

3.  rUicks  County  high  school  students  also  spoke  on  the  Constitution 
at  commencement  exercises.  Miss  Laura  C.  Haines,  chairman  of  the 
Liucks  County  Committee,  stimulated  these  observances. 

4.  In  the  city  of  Chester,  when  sixty-eight  pupils  were  graduated, 
on  January  25,  trom  the  Dewey  Grammar  School,  at  exercises  in  the 
Smerlley  auchtorium,  members  of  the  graduating  class  presented  an  In- 
dependence liall  playlet  depicting  scenes  of  the  Federal  Convention. 
Addresses  were  made  by  several  pupils  on  Pennsylvania  and  the  Con- 
stitution, and  a  prize  w-as  awarded  to  William  Smith,  who  wrote  an  essay, 
entitled  "Men  of  the  Constitution." 

5.  (  >n  Feljruary  3  and  4,  1938,  the  schools  of  McKees  Rocks,  in 
Allegheny  County,  presented  a  pageant  entitled  "Pennsylvania,"  based 
upon  events  in  Pennsylvania  leading  u|)  to  and  connected  with  the 
signing  of  tlic  Constitution.  The  ])ageant  was  arranged  by  a  com- 
mittee of  history  teachers  and  was  presented  in  the  Roxian  Theatre. 
It  consisted  of  a  prologue  and  eight  scenes.  More  than  three  hundred 
pupils  partici])ated.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read,  and 
Benjamin  Franklin  and  George  Washington  were  portrayed.  Some 
of  the  pu])ils  who  played  the  jjarts  of  immigrants  wore  costumes  their 
parents  liad  brought  from  homes  in  the  (  )ld  World. 

6.  On  Friday,  March  25,  1938,  at  the  Latrobe  High  School,  two 
hundred  and  seventy-hve  school  children  participated  in  a  colorful 
pageant.  Eighteen  scenes,  portraying  historical  developments  which  led 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  were  included  in  this  dramatization, 
entitled  E  Pltirihiis  Uiiitm.  It  was  written  for  the  occasion  by  the 
Reverend  Al(|uin  W.  Tach,  of  St.  Vincent's  College. 

7.  (  )n  Tuesday  night,  February  22,  eight  hundred  of  the  two 
thousand  pupils  in  the  Olyphant  School  District  staged  an  original 
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pageant,  The  Constitution  through  the  Ages,  written  by  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  class  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Molly  Pannick, 
dramatic  director.  It  depicted  the  evolution  of  the  Constitution.  Cos- 
tumes of  the  Revolutionary  period  were  worn  by  many  of  the  par- 
ticipants, and  Washington,  Hamilton  and  Franklin  were  among  the 
characters  portrayed.  The  pageant  was  presented  in  the  junior  high 
school  gymnasium. 

8.  Another  historical  pageant,  Democracy,  was  sponsored  by  the 
Lackawanna  County  Committee,  in  cooperation  with  the  Education- 
Recreation  Division  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration.  It  was 
presented  at  the  Colonel  Watres  Armory,  in  Scranton,  on  February 
23,  1938.  The  purpose  was  to  "provide  a  social  experience  for  all 
nationality  groups,  creeds  and  races  to  give  praise,  thanksgiving  and 
devotion  for  their  rich  American  inheritance  from  their  Nation  and 
State."  Nationality  groups  in  Lackawanna  County  who  took  part  in- 
cluded Polish,  Lithuanian,  LTkrainian,  Russian  and  Slovak. 

The  pageant  consisted  of  a  prologue  and  episodes  depicting  the  origin 
of  the  Constitution;  a  dramatization  of  the  Federal  Convention  of  1787; 
the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  in  1788;  the  inauguration  of  the  first 
President ;  the  national  development  under  the  Constitution ;  the  his- 
tory of  the  development  of  Lackawanna  County,  and  its  contribution  to 
democracy  since  1787;  and  a  final  episode,  the  "Recessional,"  in  which 
all  the  nationalities  formed  in  pledging  everlasting  loyalty  to  de- 
mocracy. The  pageant  was  directed  by  Miss  Mary  Busch  Hauch, 
State  Superintendent  of  Music,  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration. 
Dr.  Harvey  R.  Sault,  State  Supervisor  of  English  and  Citizenship, 
supervised  the  nationality  groups. 

Mr.  Michael  J.  Costello,  supervisor  of  Education-Recreation,  of  Area 
1,  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration,  said  in  an  introduction  to  the 
printed  program  of  the  pageant : 

"It  is  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  wonder  work  of  the  small  grou]) 
of  heroic  Americans  who  gave  to  the  world  one  of  her  two  great- 
est documents,  that  a  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of 
the  momentous  happening  should  be  observed  in  Scranton.  In 
this  region,  more  than  in  any  other  section  of  our  land,  is  to  be 
found  the  America,  which  in  their  prophetic  wisdom,  they  founded. 
Twent3'-two  different  nationalities,  each  one  vocalizing  the 
fact  that  this  great  Nation  has  been  made  by  liberty-loving  people 
from  all  over  the  earth,  are  gathered  on  this  occasion.  Among 
them,  is  every  type  of  American  citizen,  from  the  original  native 
of  these  shores,  to  the  last  of  the  most  recent  racial  groups  who 
came  to  this  land  of  new-found  peace  and  happiness.  Nowhere, 
and  nohow,  could  a  finer,  truer  picture  of  what  our  country  means 
be  seen  than  the  one  which  you  are  viewing  in  the  beautiful 
pageant.  Democracy:" 
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9.  Mr.  A.  F.  Kemp,  County  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools 
of  Berks  County,  inaugurated  many  programs  familiarizing  pupils  with 
the  Constitution  and  encouraging  research  on  the  document.  His  plans 
included  activities  for  three  years  from  1937  to  1939,  and  celebrations 
were  conducted  in  each  of  the  sixty-six  districts  under  his  supervision, 
with  most  of  tlie  commencement  exercises  during  1938  centering  around 
the  Constitution.  Through  the  Public  School  Bulletin  published 
monthly,  and  forwarded  to  every  teacher  in  the  county,  as  well  as 
to  many  citizens,  Mr.  Kemp  urged  that  scrap  books,  posters,  and  other 
material  relating  to  the  Cfinstitution  be  prepared  by  teachers  and 
students,  and  that  libraries  prepare  suitable  reading  li.sts.  Titles  of 
dramatic  productions  on  the  Constitution  were  listed  by  Mr.  Kemp, 
among  them  a  one-act  play  called  JVithout  a  Constitution,  and  a  pag- 
eant called  Our  Constitution.  He  also  offered  suggestions  for  tableaux 
accompanied  by  explanatory  readings,  pantomimes  and  recitations. 

10.  From  Monday,  June  13,  to  Friday,  June  17,  the  senior  high 
school  of  Reading  presented  a  pageant  on  the  signing  and  ratification 
of  the  Constitution.  This  pageant  was  witnessed  by  capacity  audiences 
each  night. 

11.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Marion  High  School,  in  F)erks 
County,  on  May  23,  1938,  the  theme  was  the  Constitution  Sesquicen- 
tennial  Celebration,  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  pupils.  Prudence 
F.  Dietrich's  address  was  "Pennsylvania  and  the  Ratification";  George 
R.  Manbeck's,  "Character  of  the  New  ( iovernment,"  and  Edwin  J. 
FIofTa's,  "Desire  to  Revise  the  Constitution."  The  principal  address  was 
delivered  by  John  P.  Wanner,  Fsq.,  a  Deputy  Attorney  General  for  the 
Commonwealth. 

12.  On  Friday,  A]3ril  22,  a  Constitution  pageant  written  by  Ray- 
mond A.  Wert,  of  the  Social  Studies  De]:)artment  of  the  Lemoyne  High 
School,  in  Cumberland  County,  was  presentefl  in  the  school  auditorium. 

13.  At  the  Derry  Borough  High  School,  in  Westmoreland  County, 
when  sixty-seven  were  graduated  on  Thursday,  May  26,  a  pageant.  The 
Adoption  of  the  Constitution ,  was  the  feature  of  the  program. 

14.  At  the  Fverett  Fligh  School,  in  Bedford  County,  where  seventy- 
six  pupils  received  diplomas  on  Monday  evening,  June  6,  there  was  a 
pageant.  Constitution :  The  Guardintj  of  Our  Democracy.  The  ])ageant 
sought  to  show  that  the  Constitution  developed  out  of  actual  difficulties 
experienced  in  an  attemi)t  to  guard  the  original  thirteen  colonies  over  a 
])eriod  of  years,  and  took  issue  with  the  declaration  of  ( iladstone  that 
the  document  wa.s  struck  uff  at  a  given  time. 

15.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Cambridge  Springs  High  School, 
in  Crawford  County,  where  foi't\-  were  graduated  on  Thursday,  May 
26,  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  was  told  by  ten  members  of  the  class, 
who  discussed  subjects  relative  to  Pennsylvania  and  the  Constitution. 
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16.  The  commencement  of  the  Fairview  Boro-Township  High  School, 
in  Erie  County,  was  held  on  May  26.  and  six  student  speakers  described 
various  phases  in  connection  with  the  Constitution.  Among  the  ad- 
dresses were  "Tlie  Framing  of  the  Constitution,"  "The  Amendments  to 
the  Constitution,"  and  "The  Place  of  the  Constitution  Today." 

17.  On  Thursda}',  May  24.  tlie  Sugar  Creek  Township  High  School 
hekl  its  commencement  in  tlie  auditorium  of  the  FrankHn  High  School, 
in  Venango  County,  and  Dr.  Robert  F.  Galbreath,  president  of  West- 
minster College,  spoke  on  the  Constitution. 

18.  On  Friday  evening,  Alay  27,  in  Crawford  County,  there  were 
exercises  at  the  commencements  of  the  South  Shenango  Township  High 
School,  the  Conneaut  Lake  High  School  and  the  East  Fallowfield  High 
School. 

19.  On  Ma}'  26,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Lower  Mah(>ny  Town- 
ship High  School,  in  Dalmatia,  Xorthumberland  County,  Professor 
Luther  W.  Bitler,  the  principal,  made  an  address,  "The  Challenge  of 
the  Constitution." 

20.  At  the  Mclntyre  Township  High  School,  in  Ralston,  Lycoming 
County,  several  members  of  a  graduating  class  of  eleven  spoke  on  the 
Constitution. 

21.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Osceola  Borough  High  School,  in 
Clearfield  County,  on  June  3,  addresses  were  delivered  by  the  students 
as  follows  :  "What  the  Constitution  Means  to  Me,"  "How  We  Got  Our 
Constitution,"  and  "Constitutional  Liberty." 

22.  A  pageant.  Our  Heritage,  was  presented  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Boiling  Springs  High  School,  in  Cumberland  County,  at 
the  exercises  on  Wednesday,  May  25.  The  pageant  was  based  on  the 
drafting  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  in  three  acts,  portraying  scenes 
in  Philadelphia  in  1787  and  1788. 

23.  At  the  Duncannon  Pligh  School,  in  Perry  County,  on  Thursday, 
June  2,  the  theme  of  the  commencement  was  "The  Nation's  Cathedral," 
while  at  the  Greencastle  High  School,  in  Franklin  County,  on  June  3, 
most  of  the  commencement  speakers  delivered  addresses  on  the  Con- 
stitution. 

24.  At  the  Altoona  Senior  High  School,  where  nearly  one  thousand 
young  men  and  women  were  graduated  on  Wednesday,  June  8,  the  com- 
mencement program  depicted  the  origin  and  development  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

25.  The  commencement  of  the  Warriors  Mark-Franklin  Township 
High  School,  Huntingdon  County,  was  held  on  May  26,  at  the  War- 
riors Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  speakers,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  graduating  class,  delivered  the  following  addresses  :  "The  Back- 
ground of  the  Constitution,"  "The  Makers  of  the  Constitution,"  "The 


134  The  Federal  Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania 


Basic  Principles  of  tlie  Constitution,"  and  "The  Rights  and  Duties  of 
an  American  Citizen  as  Guaranteed  by  the  Constitution."" 

26.  On  May  25,  at  the  graduating  exercises  of  the  Palmyra  High 
School,  in  Lel)anon  County,  where  forty-five  were  graduated,  a  dramati- 
zation of  TJic  Adoption  of  flic  Coiistihtlion  was  given.  It  was  in  three 
acts  and  all  members  of  the  graduating  class  participated. 

27.  At  the  Camp  Hill  High  School,  in  Cumberland  County,  one 
of  the  features  of  the  commencement  on  June  6  was  a  pageant  depict- 
ing the  story  of  the  forming  of  the  Constitution. 

28.  The  commencement  on  June  9,  of  the  Carlisle  High  School,  also 
in  Cumberland  County,  featured  the  Constitution  celel)ration.  Essays 
entitled  "VVe  the  People,"  and  "dlie  constitution  of  1787,"'  were  read  by 
students,  and  an  address  on  the  Constitution  was  delivered  by  Dr. 
Samuel  W.  Grafflin,  of  White  Plains,  New  A'ork. 

29.  Five  honor  students  gave  talks  on  the  Constitution  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Hatfield  Consolidated  High  School,  in  Montgomery 
County,  on  June  4. 

30.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Lansdowne  High  School,  in  Dela- 
ware County,  on  June  8,  the  Constitution  also  was  the  theme  of  the 
exercises. 

31.  In  Oil  City,  in  Venango  County,  the  Constitution  anniversary 
was  marked  at  the  South  Side  Junior  ITigh  School  on  June  2,  with  a 
special  program  and  the  dedication  of  one  of  the  Constitution  Shrines 
distributed  by  the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Com- 
mission. 

32.  The  A\  illiamsport  High  School  graduating  class  also  made  tlie 
Constitution  the  theme  of  its  commencement. 

33.  At  the  McConnellsburg  High  Schnol,  in  Inilton  County,  a  pag- 
eant depicting  the  Boston  Tea  Party  and  several  scenes  of  the  Fed- 
eral Convention  featured  the  commencement  exercises. 

34.  The  C'onstitution  alsn  was  the  central  theme  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  high  school  in  Emaus,  Lehigh  County. 

35.  Pittston  High  .School,  in  Luzerne  County,  observed  the  Birth- 
day of  the  Constitution  with  the  planting  of  a  tree. 

Several  hundred  other  schools  contributed  to  the  state-wide  pro- 
gram and  the  educational  value  obtained  from  these  lessons  of  democracy 
in  the  public  schools  cannot  be  stressed  too  emphatically. 


Chapter  XIX 
ON  THE  EVE  OF  THE  JUNE  CELEBRATION 

\Miile  these  school  celebrations  in  honor  of  the  Constitution  were 
continuing  throughout  the  State  during  the  spring  of  1938,  the  Phila- 
delphia Program  Committee  was  meeting  regularly  to  complete  its  plans 
for  the  June  celebration. 

One  meeting  was  held  in  r\  larch  on  the  twenty-eighth,  two  in  April 
on  the  twentieth  and  the  twenty-se\'enth.  and  three  in  i\Iay  on  the  fourth, 
the  eleventh  and  the  twentv-fifth,  with  Judge  Frank  Smith,  the  regional 
chairman,  and  chairman  of  this  sulj-committee,  presiding  at  most  of  the 
sessions. 

At  various  times  the  Program  Committee  evolved  j)lans  for  the  June 
events,  which  included  an  invitation  to  the  Supreme  Covu^t  of  the  United 
States  to  hold  a  special  session  at  Independence  Hall :  a  dinner  in  honor 
of  the  governors  of  the  Thirteen  Original  States  and  foreign  ambas- 
sadors ;  an  exhibit  by  government  departments  and  industrial  firms,  and 
a  "Cavalcade  of  Progress,"  in  which  business,  finance,  commerce,  trans- 
portation and  shipping  interests  would  participate. 

Because  of  the  foreign  situation,  the  agitation  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  had  become  a  national  issue  the  pre\'ious  year,  and  other 
circumstances,  the  Program  Committee  was  forced  to  make  constant 
changes  in  its  plans,  regardless  of  how  far  the_\-  had  progressed,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  last  meeting  of  May  25,  that  the  program  fr)r  the 
June  events  was  completed  and  approved. 

The  final  plans  for  the  Philadelphia  observance  of  the  One  Plundred 
and  Fiftieth  Birthday  of  the  Constitution,  as  adopted  by  the  Program 
Committee  and  approved  by  the  Citizens'  Committee  on  June  2,  follow : 

Saturday,  June  18 — 

Birthday  Festival  of  twch'e  thousand  public  and  parochial 
school  pupils,  and  the  Girard  College  Battalion,  on  Franklin 
Field,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1.30  P.  ^1. 
The  ""Festival  of  Xations."  Alunicipal  Stadium,  7.30  P.  ]\L 

Sunday,  June  19,  "'Reverence  Day" — 

Forenoon  services  in  Philadelphia  Colonial  Churches. 

National   Historic   and   Religious   Services,   A'allev  Forge, 
3.15  P.  M. 

Monday,  June  20 — 

Floral  American  Flag  exercises — Women's  Committee  Pro- 
gram, Independence  Hall,  1.00  P.  J\I. 

Musical  Drama  of  Crispus  Attucks,  Xegro  Mart}-r,  Conven- 
tion Hall,  8.30  P.  M. 
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Tuesday,  June  21,  "Ratification  Day" — 

First  sale  of  Constitution  Ratification  Commemoration  Stamp, 

old  Congress  Hall,  9.00  A.  M. 

Salute  to  the  Nation.  Indei)endence  Hall,  1.00  P.  M. 

Decoration  of  graves  of  signers  and  Pennsylvania  ratifiers, 
1.00  P.  M. 

Joint  luncheon  of  Service  Cluhs  in  tribute  to  Constitution, 
Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel,  1.00  P.  M. 

Military  Parade — Air  Maneuvers,  on  the  Parkway  and  in 
front  of  Independence  Hall,  2.30  P.  M. 

During  the  final  weeks  preceding  the  celebration,  programs  for  the 
events  were  printed ;  red,  white  and  blue  window  cards  advertising 
the  events  were  displayed  in  shop  windows  throughout  the  city  and 
region,  and  larger  advertising  cards  were  displayed  by  the  Philadelphia 
Rapid  Transit  Company  and  other  transportation  lines  in  and  around 
Philadelphia  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  Similar  advertising 
cards  for  the  celebrations  in  Pittsburgh  and  the  counties  throughout 
the  State  were  distributed  from  the  Philadelphia  headquarters. 

This  advertising  matter  carried  a  beautifully  designed  insignia  in  the 
form  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty  holding  aloft  a  keystone,  from  which  a 
flame  burned,  symbolic  of  Pemisylvania  holding  the  torch  of  Liberty 
on  high. 

A  search  of  the  files  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
Philadelphia,  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  copy  of  one  of  the  original 
seals  of  the  Commonwealth  and  this  was  photographically  reproduced 
for  use  on  a  general  invitation*  sent  by  the  Constitution  Committee  to 
about  fifteen  thousand  citizens  in  Pennsylvania.  Through  the  use  of  old 
style  type  faces,  the  effect  of  this  invitation  was  that  of  a  broadside 
similar  to  those  in  vogue  during  colonial  days.  This  invitation,  addressed 
generally  "To  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  listed  the  events  of  the  Philadelphia  cele- 
bration, and  l)ecause  of  its  uniqueness  was  commented  upon  favorably 
by  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  and  historians,  and  resulted,  as 
well,  in  stimulating  interest  in  the  celebration  among  hundreds  of  Phila- 
delphians. 

The  publicity  department  comnuuiicated  with  Philadelphia  radio  sta- 
tions and  in  the  final  two  weeks  of  the  Committee's  work,  including  the 
period  of  the  actual  celebration  in  Philadel]jhia,  these  stations  devoted 
a  total  of  fourteen  and  one-quarter  hours  of  radio  time  to  programs 
honoring  the  Constitution.  This  time  included  broadcasts  by  Com- 
mittee speakers,  outlining  its  work ;  spot  announcements  advertising 
the  events ;  comments  by  columnists  of  the  air,  as  well  as  interviews 
by  radio  commentators  of  prcnninent  Committee  members.    Several  of 


*  A  copy  of  this  invitation  is  printed  in  tlie  appendi.x. 
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the  stations  presented  Constitution  programs  created  and  prrjduced  by 
their  own  statTs. 

An  equal  period  of  time,  j^rior  to  tlie  June  celebration,  was  granted 
at  the  request  of  the  State  Committee,  In-  radio  stations  throughout  the 
Common weahh.  In  tlie  city  of  Pittsburgh,  the  radio  time  granted  the 
regional  cummittee  equalled  that  given  by  r-'hi!adel])hia  stations. 


THE    AIRPLANE    FLIGHT    TO    THE    THIRTEEN    ORIGINAL  STATES 
Mrs.  Michael   Francis  Doyle,  left.  Captain  William  B.  Moore,  pilot,  and  Mrs. 
Gustav  Ketterer  prepare  to  leave  on  the  airplane  flight  to  extend  invitations  from 
Mrs.  George  H.  Earle  to  the  Governors  of  the  Thirteen  Original  States. 


I  )uring  the  preparalorv  ])eriii(l  the  Committee  arranged  with  Radio 
Station  W  hTP  an.d  the  Mutual  network  for  the  l)roadcast  nationally  of 
two  of  the  events  on  the  ])rogram — the  "Reverence  Day"  celebration  at 
Valley  Forge,  on  June  19,  and  the  "Ratification  Day""  celebration  at 
Independence  Hall,  on  June  21.  and  these  broadcasts  brought  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  celebration  to  millions  of  listeners  throughout 
America. 

To  add  a  touch  of  national  interest  to  the  All-Women's  Program, 
scheduled  for  Independence  Hall  on  June  20,  the  Women's  Committee 
suggested  an  invitation  be  sent  to  tln'  goxi-rnors  of  the  Thirteen  Original 
States  asking  that  the\'  appoint  a  wc.nnan  representative  to  participate 
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in  the  Floral  Flag  Pageant,  an  intei^ral  i)art  of  the  women's  observance. 
This  suggestion  was  approved  by  the  State  Chairman. 

Because  of  the  limited  time  for  the  tendering  of  these  invitations,  it 
was  decided  by  the  Committee  that  Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer  and  Mrs. 
Michael  Francis  Doyle  fl\'  to  the  ca]>itals  of  the  Thirteen  C)riginal  States, 
and,  as  representatives  of  Mrs.  Karle,  extend  the  invitations  in  person. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  flight  by  Mr.  11.  Ennis  J(ines,  and 
at  10.00  A.  yi.  on  Thursday,  June  2,  accompanied  by  'Sir.  Thomas  J. 


A  VISIT  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK 
Honorable    Herbert    H.    Lehman    receives    the    invitation    to    send    a  woman 
representative  to  the  Floral   Flag  Pageant  from  Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer  (center) 

and  Mrs.  Michael  Francis  Doyle. 


Labrum,  a  representative  of  the  publicity  department,  the  two  women 
took  off  from  Harrisburg  in  a  State  airplane,  piloted  by  Captain  Wilham 
B.  Aloore. 

On  the  first  dav,  the  "Winged  Messengers  of  Patriotism"  visited 
Governor  A.  Harrv  Moore,  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey  ;  Governor  Herbert 
H.  Lehman,  in  Albany,  New  York,  and  Governor  Francis  P.  Murphy, 
in  Concord,  New  Hampshire.  The  flight  on  the  second  day  took  them  to 
Governor  Charles  F.  Hurley,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Governor 
Robert  E.  Quinn.  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  to  a  re])resentative 
of  Governor  Wilbur  L.  Cross,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Returning  to 
Philadelphia  that  evening,  the  flight  was  resumed  on  the  folhjwing 
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Monday,  with  the  women  visiting  Governor  Richard  C.  McMullen,  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware ;  Governor  Harry  W.  Nice,  at  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land ;  Governor  James  N.  Price,  at  Richmond,  Virginia ;  Governor  Clyde 
R.  Hoey,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina ;  Governor  Olin  D.  Johnson,  at 
Columbia,  South  C'arolina;  and  Governor  E.  D.  Rivers,  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Mrs.  Kettercr  and  Mrs.  Doyle  were  greeted  cordially  by  all  of  the 
executives  and,  upon  their  return  to  Philadelphia  the  following  Thurs- 
day, reported  that  the  governors  had  acce])ted  the  invitations  with  en- 
thusiasm. 

Governor  Quinn  of  Rhode  Island  asked  permission  to  appoint  two 
women  to  represent  his  state.  This  request  was  granted  and  thus  two 
outstanding  women  representatives  of  that  State  participated  in  the 
Floral  Flag  Pageant. 

Meanwhile,  at  the  final  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Citizens'  Com- 
mittee on  June  2,  in  the  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel,  Judge  Smith,  the 
regional  chairman,  outlined  the  complete  plans  for  the  observance  in 
Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Greenfield  described  the  plans  for  Pittsburgh  and 
other  parts  of  the  State. 

On  the  same  day,  because  of  the  shortness  of  time,  Mr.  Jones  flew 
by  commercial  transport  to  Pittsburgh  to  aid  in  completing  the  plans 
for  the  celebration  in  that  city.  Before  returning  to  Philadelphia,  he 
arranged  for  the  organization  of  Pittsburgh  city  committees,*  the  ap- 
pointment of  regional  secretaries,  Mr.  A.  L.  Cottr;n  and  Mr.  C.  Verne 
Shoup,  and  for  the  opening  of  headquarters  in  the  William  Penn  Hotel. 

On  June  9,  over  a  coast-to-coast  radio  network  arranged  through 
the  State  Publicity  Commission,  Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  broadcast  an  invitation  to  the  Nation  to  attend 
the  four-day  observance  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  final  week  preceding  the  opening  of  the  observance  was  filled 
with  conferences  completing  plans. 

At  the  l-'hiladel]ihia  headquarters  ofhce,  a  six-jiage  leaflet,  TIic  Story 
of  a  Day.  was  ])repared  by  Mr.  jnhn  S.  Renwick,  tlie  Secretary,  and 
it  contributed  to  the  Committee's  aim  to  in^til  a  kmiwledge  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  minds  of  the  school  children. 

Three  hundred  thousand  of  these  leaflets,  printed  f(ir  the  Committee 
withnut  charge  bv  the  lloard  of  Education,  were  flistri])Uted  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  Pittsburgh  Committee  at  its  (  wn  ex])ense  ])rinted  a  similar 
leaflet,  Oitr  Constitiilioii.  and  distributed  the  same  number.t  The  leaflets 
contained  the  ])ortraits  of  the  seven  I'ennsylvania  signers  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  a  blank  space  for  that  of  Thomas  FitzSimons.  They  told 
graphically  of  the  events  leading  up  to  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution 
Ijy  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  on  June  21,  17H(S,  and  also  contained 

*  The  members  of  the  Pittsburgh  City  Committees  are  listed  in  the  appendix. 
t  Copies  of  both  leaflets  are  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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a  Iji'ief  summary,  as  understood  by  the  young  mind,  of  the  privileges 
accorded  Americans  under  the  document.  A  portion  of  the  leaflet 
was  devoted  tO'  the  listing  of  the  June  events  in  the  two  cities.  In  Pitts- 
lun-gh,  the  leaflet  was  printed  in  three  colors — red,  white  and  blue,  while 
in  Philadelphia,  it  was  printed  in  black  and  white. 

Through  a  misunderstanding  of  printer's  marks  on  early  proofs,  the 
reproductions  of  the  portraits  of  Thomas  Mifflin  and  Jared  Ingersoll 
in  the  fmal  ])ami)hlets  were  captioned  incorrectly,  the  names  being  trans- 
posed. This  error,  however,  did  not  detract  from  the  educational  value 
obtained  through  the  distribution  of  the  leaflets. 

Meanwhile,  Boy  Scout  Councils  were  requested  by  Mr.  Norman  J. 
(iritlin.  Chairman  of  the  Graves  Decoration  Committee,  to  assist  in  the 
decoration  of  the  graves  in  Pennsylvania  and  other  States  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Pennsylvania  Ratifying  Convention  of  1787.  All  agreed 
to  participate  in  these  ceremonies  on  June  21. 

Production  sheets  for  all  Philadelphia  events,  radio  time  sheets  and 
other  details  essential  to  conducting  extensive  ceremonies  were  com- 
l)leted  during  the  final  week.  A  conference  also  was  held  with  motion 
Ijicture  newsreel  executives  and  cameramen  by  Mrs.  A.  Mitchell  Palmer, 
of  tile  State  Board  of  Censors  and  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  in 
charge  of  this  phase  of  the  Committee's  work.  At  this  conference,  cov- 
erage of  the  Philadelphia  events  by  the  newsreels  was  arranged. 

Cf)nferences  also  were  held  at  this  time  by  the  publicity  department 
with  the  news  and  photographic  editors  of  all  Philadelphia  newspapers 
and  time  schedules  covering  all  programs  were  distributed  to  them, 
assuring  complete  coverage  by  newspapers  and  photographers  of  the 
events  of  the  celebration. 

Pleadquarters  in  Philadelphia  for  visiting  dignitaries,  the  scholarship 
essay  contest  winners,  the  women  representing  the  Thirteen  Original 
States  in  the  Floral  Flag  Pageant  and  other  distinguished  guests  were 
engaged  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel  for  the  four  days  of  the  Philadelphia 
observance. 

With  all  details  in  readiness,  the  commemoration  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  b'iftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
Stales,  opened  on'  Saturday,  June  18,  1938,  in  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgli.  Observances  in  otlier  regions  of  the  Commonwealth  opened  on 
the  following  day,  Sunday,  June  19. 


Chapter  XX 


JUNE  18,  1938 

On  the  morning  of  June  18,  at  the  historic  synagogue  of  the  Mikveh 
Israel  Congregation,  Broad  and  York  Streets,  in  Philadelphia,  the  sec- 
ond oldest  Hebrew  Congregation  in  America,  the  regular  Sabbath  morn- 
ing services  of  the  congregation  were  enlarged  to  make  them  a  memo- 
rable tribute  to  the  Constitution,  and  a  striking  expression  in  religious 
form  of  the  patriotic  devotion  of  the  Jewish  community. 

The  audience,  with  all  members  of  the  congregation  and  distin- 
guished Jewish  guests  wearing  the  picturesque  praying  shawls  of  the 
race,  was  augmented  by  representatives  of  Philadelphia  educational 
institutions,  other  leading  Hebrew  congregations,  distinguished  jurists 
and  civic  leaders  of  all  faiths,  and  descendants  of  Jewish  Colonial  fami- 
lies. 

The  unique  historical  character  of  the  congregation,  dating  back 
to  the  year  1740,  made  it  particularly  fitting  that  the  commemorative 
exercises  of  the  Jewish-  comnnmity  be  held  in  this  synagogue.  Mikveh 
Israel,  through  the  years  of  the  republic  from  its  very  inception,  had 
been  a  leader  in  progressive  and  democratic  thought.  In  an  article, 
Relation  of  the  Hehrezv  Seripturcs  to  Ainericau  Institutions.  Dr. 
Abraham  A.,Neuman,  rabbi  of  Mikveh  Israel,  gave  voice  to  the  Jewish 
thought  of  kinship  with  the  true  principles  of  liberty  and  democracy. 

As  co-chairman  of  the  sub-Committee  in  charge  rif  Church  Participa- 
tion in  the  Constitution  Birthday  observance — the  other  co-chairmen 
being  the  Reverend  Elim  A.  E.  Palmquist,  of  the  Philadelphia  Federa- 
tion of  Churches,  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  J.  Carroll  McCormick, 
of  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Philadelphia — Dr.  Neuman  was  the  leader 
of  the  participation  by  the  Jewish  community. 

In  his  sermon  to  the  Congregation  on  Jime  18,  Dr.  Neuman  em- 
phasized the  spiritual  significance  of  the  Constitution. 

He  said : 

"No  religious  group  is  more  appreciative  of  the  blessings  of 
the  religious  liberty  than  the  Jews.  It  is  essential  in  these  crucial 
days  to  emphasize  the  spiritual  implications  of  democracy. 

"LUtimately,"  he  continued,  "the  issues  dividing  the  totalitarian 
states  will  be  fought  out  triumphantly  not  by  superior  ammuni- 
tion on  bloody  battlefields,  but  by  superior  spiritual  forces  on  the 
plane  of  moral  convictions.  We  celebrate  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  not  merely  as  an  event  that 
happened  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  Init  as  a  living  force 
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that  calls  for  our  loyalty  and  rededicatinn.  We  are  reminded  today 
that  democracy  is  not  only  a  political  ideal.  It  is  a  spiritual  power 
which  has  lieen  entrusted  to  us  to  preserve  for  posterity,  as  a 
means  of  declaring  to  all  mankind  that  in  freedom  alone  can 
God's  will  prevail  among  men." 

Dr.  Neuman  pointed  out  that  from  the  earliest  days  Mikveh  Israel 
Congregation  took  an  active  part  in  the  social  and  political  evolution 
of  the  country.  Members  of  the  congregation  had  served  witli  dis- 
tinction during  the  Revolutionary  War;  several  had  signed  the  non- 
partisan agreement  of  1765.  and  when  George  Wasliington  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  congregation  had  addressed  a  let- 
ter of  congratulation  to  liim,  the  reply  to  which  is  among  the  most 
treasured  possessions  in  its  archives.  Benjamin  Franklin  and  other 
Revolutionary  patriots  also  contributed  to  ease  the  financial  burden  of 
the  congregation,  shortly  after  the  revolution. 

Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach.  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  Jewish 
families  in  America,  and  president  of  the  American  Jewish  Historical 
Society,  also  addressed  the  congregation.  Citing  a  contemporary  de- 
scription of  the  Federal  parade  in  Philadelphia  on  July  4,  1788,  to  cele- 
brate the  ratilication  of  the  United  .States  Constitution,  Dr.  Rosenbach 
(|U(  itcd : 

"  'The  clergy  formed  a  very  agreeable  part  of  the  procession. 
They  manifested  by  their  attendance  their  sense  of  the  connec- 
liiin  between  religion  and  good  government  .  .  .  the  rabbi  of  the 
Jews,  locked  in  the  arms  of  two  ministers  (.)f  the  Gospel,  was  a 
most  delightful  sight.' 

"The  Rabbi  who  walked  so  proudly  in  this  procession,"  said 
Dr.  Rosenbach,  "was  no  other  than  the  Reverend  Jacob  Raphael 
Cohen,  the  minister  of  this  (Alikveh  Israel)  congregation.  The 
Mikveh  Israel  Synagogue,  so  adec[uately  represented  by  its  spir- 
itual guide,  was  the  only  Jewish  institution  that  took  part  in  the 
celebration.  It  is  only  proper  and  fitting  that  on  the  occasion  of 
the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Ratification  of  the 
Constitution,  this  congregation  should  again  take  its  place  in  the 
festivities. 

"The  influence  of  our  Constitution  has  had  little  effect  in 
recent  years  on  some  European  nations,"  Dr.  Rosenbach  con- 
cluded. "President  Monroe  said  over  a  century  ago:  'Long  have 
mankind  been  oppressed  by  slavish  and  despotic  governments  and 
it  is  high  time  that  the  world  was  rid  of  them.'  His  sentiments 
are  more  applicable  today  than  in  any  period  of  the  world's  his- 
tor_\'.  Perhaps  America  will  again  lead  the  way  so  that  other 
nations,  now  trying  to  take  away  liberty  anrl  religious  freedom, 
will  profit  1;y  its  example." 

The  services  closed  with  a  ])rayer  by  the  congregation  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  peace  and  freedom  throughout  the  ages. 
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The  Birthday  Festival 

In  riiiladelphia,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Com- 
menioralidn  Committee  had  emphasized  participation  by  the  school 
children  in  the  honoring  of  the  Constitution,  and  it  was  fitting  that  one 
of  the  opening  events  on  June  18  of  the  major  observance  in  Phila- 
delphia of  the  ratification  of  tlie  Constitution  be  dedicated  to  "Young 
America."' 

Preparations  for  "\'oung  America  Da}'"  had  begun  early  in  the 
Committee's  activities.  After  many  discussions  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
program,  the  definite  form  it  was  to  take  was  decided  upon  in  May, 
1938.  (Jn  the  fifth  of  that  month.  Dr.  Lf)uis  Nusbaum,  the  Acting 
Superintendent  of  Sch()o]^,  had  communicated  to  the  principals  of  the 
junior  and  senior  public  high  schools  in  Philadelphia,  the  jiart  that 
pupils  were  to  take  in  the  "Birthday  Festival"  on  Franklin  Field  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  June  18. 

Monsignor  John  J.  B(inner,  Diocesan  Superintendent  of  the  Parochial 
.Schools  of  Philadelphia,  arranged  sinnlar  cooperation  for  the  Catholic 
high  schools  in  the  city,  and  Dr.  Merle  M.  Odgers,  President  of  Girard 
College,  planned  the  ])articipation  In'  that  institution.  Dr.  Nusbaum, 
Monsignor  Bonner,  Dr.  Odgers  and  Mr.  Add  B.  Anderson,  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  formed  the  sub-committee  in  charge  of  the  "Birth- 
day Festival." 

The  murky  clouds  that  hid  the  sky  during  the  morning  of  June  18 
cleared  away  for  brilliant  sunlight  almost  at  the  exact  moment  of  the 
opening  of  the  "Birthday  Festival"  on  Franklin  Field.*  While  some 
thirty  thousand  ])arents,  teachers  and  other  adults  watched,  twelve  thou- 
sand of  the  junior  anad  senior  public  and  parochial  high  school  children 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  uniformed  cadet  battalion  of  Girard  College  paid 
their  tribute  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  liberty  of  the  land  they  loved. 

\\  ith  the  joy  of  living  written  over  their  faces,  these  children,  from 
the  apartment.s,  from  the  big  homes  and  Irom  the  tiny  houses  on  back 
streets  joined  in  a  mighty  chorus  of  song  and  dances  in  praise  of  a 
Nation  and  its  heritage.  They  turned  Franklin  Field,  time  and  time 
again,  into  a  mass  of  fiuttering  color  as  they  danced,  drilled  and  per- 
formed difficult  and  intricate  athletic  exdlutiim.s  to  the  music  of  com- 
bined school  bands. 

They  lifted  the  tremendous  \'olume  of  their  \'(_)ices  and  the  warm 
June  air  rang  with  sincerity  and  fervor  as  they  sang  patriotic  airs,  in- 
cluding the  "Star  Spangled  lianner,"  "America,"  "Yankee  Doodle,"  and 
"Hail  Columbia."  In  a  climax  which  brought  the  spectators  cheering 
to  their  feet,  fi\e  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  boys  and  girls 
massefl  in  the  center  of  the  field  to  form  in  colors  of  red,  white  and 
blue,  edged  with  gold,  a  living  American  Shield  that  bespoke  much  for 
the  futvu-e  of  liberty  and  freedom  in  this  Nation. 
*  A  complete  program  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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The  program  opened  with  the  chorus  of  four  thousand  voices  from 
the  jniblic  and  parochial  high  scliools,  and  the  music  of  the  gailv  uni- 
formed and  festooned  bands  of  the  John  W.  Hallahan  and  West  Phila- 
deli)hia  Catliolic  High  Schools  for  (jirls  ;  sending  "America"  echoing  and 
re-echoing  throughout  the  stadium. 

Judge  Frank  Smith,  as  Philadelphia  regional  chairman,  welcomed 
the  children  and  their  guests. 

"Today  we  are  assembled  in  Franklin  Field,  named  after  the 
great  American  who  acted  as  mediator  and  advisor  for  that  illus- 
trious group  of  young  men  who  made  possible  our  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,"  he  said.  "It  was  he,  who,  with  James  Wilson, 
carried  the  laboring  oar  in  persuading  and  inducing  the  delegates 
to  the  Commonwealth  at  the  Popular  Convention  on  December 
12,  1787,  to  ratify  the  work  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
No  one  man  in  the  young  nation  did  more  than  Benjamin 
Franklin  to  plan  for  the  education  of  our  youth. 

"It  is  therefore  fit  and  proper  that  on  this  great  field  named 
after  Franklin,  our  school  children  assemble  and  take  an  active 
|3art  in  the  program  arranged  by  Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield  and 
his  committee  to  celebrate  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution. 

"In  but  a  few  years  we  of  this  generation  shall  pass  on  the 
torch  of  loyalty  to  our  nation  to  these  young  people. 

"We  are  in  troubled  times.  Great  changes  are  taking  place 
in  the  forms  of  government  of  other  lands.  What  is  the  future 
of  our  own  ?  James  Russell  Lowell  once  wrote :  'The  Republic 
shall  endure  as  long  as  the  ideas  of  the  men  who  made  it  continue 
dominant.' 

"President  Madison  said:  'The  People  who  are  the  authors 
of  tliis  blessing  must  also  be  its  guardians.  Their  eyes  must  ever 
be  ready  to  mark,  their  voice  to  pronounce,  and  their  arms  to 
repel  or  rejiair  aggressions  on  the  authority  of  the  Constitution.' 

"Those  words  are  just  as  true  today.  Under  the  /Vmerican 
form  of  Government  as  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution,  we  are 
a  free,  liberty  loving  people.  As  I  look  about  me  into  the  fine 
faces  of  the  thousands  of  young  Americans,  loyal,  full  of  high 
ideals  and  actuated  by  a  love  of  God  and  country,  I  know  that 
the  future  of  America  is  in  safe  hands. 

"Thus  I  salute  the  future  citizens  f)f  a  safer,  stronger  and 
more  secure  America:    The  school  children  of  Philadeli)hia." 

Mr.  Greenfield,  as  State  Chairman,  added  his  welcome  to  that  of 
Judge  Snfith. 

"This  demonstration  was  intended  to,  as  it  shall,  inspire  youth 
with  respect  and  love  of  constitutional  government,  which  is 
profound  in  its  blessings,"  the  State  Chairman  said. 

"Underlying  the  festive  spirit  of  this  occasion  is  our  solemn 
gratitude  that  we  can  assemble  in  this  air  of  freedom  and  speak 
our  views  as  freely  as  we  breathe  that  blessed  air." 
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Honorable  John  B.  Kelly,  the  former  State  Secretary  of  Revenue,  was 
the  speaker  of  honor  at  this  event,  and  also  touched  upon  the  threat 
that  totalitarian  governments  held  for  the  freedom  which  America  gives 
to  her  people. 

"The  CDuflicts  and  dissension  experienced  throughout  the 
world  tiiday  prove  conclusively  that  America,  after  all,  is  the 
greatest  country  in  which  to  live,"  Mr.  Kelly  said.  "But  don't 
feel  that  the  world  nr  America  owes  you  a  living,"  he  told  his 
youthful  listeners.  "You  will  get  out  what  you  put  in.  I  believe 
that  youth  should  pay  its  way  through  life." 
Dr.  Nusbaum  also  jjaid  tril)ute  to  the  city's  youth,  declaring: 
"Our  citizenship  is  the  bulwark  of  democracy  and  education  is  the 
backbone  of  good  citizenship.  Never  at  any  time  has  there  been 
more  need  for  a  clear  and  spiritual  understanding  of  our  country's 
Constitution,"  he  said. 

The  addresses  of  the  speakers  were  carried  over  amplifiers  from 
the  speakers'  stand  at  the  east  end  of  Franklin  Field  to  all  parts  of  the 
stadium  and  the  program  was  broadcast  over  Philadelphia  radio  stations 
as  well,  so  that  many  at  home  heard  the  inspiring  words,  and  tlie  lifting 
voices  of  the  school  cliorus. 

'Jdie  marching  and  drilling  followed  the  speaking.  Polished  instru- 
ments gleanu'd  in  the  sun  as  the  Hallahan  High  School  Band,  seventy 
strong,  in  vivid  blue  unilorms  swung  out  on  the  field.  Four  drum  majors, 
each  twirling  two  silvered  batons,  added  to  the  martial  j^icture.  Break- 
ing into  four  sections,  the  band  marched  to  the  corners  of  the  field, 
then  converged  at  the  center,  where  the  marchers  formed  into  a  huge 
k-lter  "H."  After  them  came  the  band  of  seventy  girls  in  the  gold  and 
blue  unifornis  of  West  Philadel])hia  Catholic  Girls  Fligh  School.  They 
completed  a  series  of  difficult  maneuvers,  then  assembled  into  two  let- 
ters, "W.  C." 

As  the  bands  stepped  from  the  green  turf  of  the  stadium,  the  olive 
drab  uniforms  of  the  fiirard  College  cadets  appeared  in  military  pre- 
cision, marching  in  intricate  martial  maneuvers  four  liundred  seventy 
strong,  behind  their  l)and.  Scattered  in  open  formation,  the  cadets 
swung  their  rifles  with  perfect  uniformity  in  a  difficult  gun  drill. 

The  dances  and  drills  of  the  school  children,  which  followed, 
brought  forth  wave  after  wave  of  applause  from  the  spectators.  Eight 
hundred  and  twenty-two  of  the  children  participated  in  a  precision  march- 
ing drill ;  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  in  a  picturesque  circle  dance 
that  covered  the  greensward  with  whirling,  tiny  figures  ;  thirteen  hun- 
flred  and  .six  in  a  delightful  gay  gavotte ;  twelve  hundred  and  sixty 
in  massed  calisthenics  ;  and  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-two  in  a  lively, 
swift-moving  tarantella. 

In  the  marching  and  massed  drills,  some  of  the  boys  wore  khaki 
blouses  and  shorts,  with  gold  scarves,  while  others  were  dressed  in 
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white.  The  gavotte  was  executed  hy  girls  in  blue  anrl  the  tarantella 
by  those  in  red. 

As  tlie  drilling  and  dancing  ended,  and  the  entire  assemblage  of 
bands  played  the  "Thunder  March,"  the  girls  and  boys  in  red,  white  and 
blue  costumes  marched  back  on  the  field.  Around  them  the  boys  with 
gold  scarves  formed  a  single  line. 

Almost  as  if  the  field  had  been  blocked  into  positions,  the  children, 
at  a  command  over  the  amplifiers,  stepped  into  the  red  and  white 
stri]3es,  the  blue  field  and  the  star  formations  of  a  living  American 
shield ;  the  six  white  stripes  being  formed  by  the  boys,  the  seven  red 
stripes  bv  the  girls,  with  the  field  and  stars  also  being  formed  by  the 
girls.    The  boys  in  gold  scarves  formed  the  edging  of  the  shield. 

The  s]5ectators  rose  to  their  feet  cheering  at  this  inspiring  sight 
and  then  joined  in  the  crashing  crescendo  of  the  "Stars  and  Stripes 
Forever."  The  "Birthday  Festival"  came  to  a  close  as  the  children  of 
the  shield  marched  from  the  field  to  the  strains  of  "On  the  Alert" 
from  the  combined  bands. 

Because  of  the  heat  of  the  day,  the  Committee  in  cliarge  had  ar- 
ranged for  first  aid  facilities  at  Franklin  Field.  These  were  provided 
by  the  I.ansdale  First  Aid  Corps.  This  unit,  sponsored  by  the  Phila- 
delphia City  Council  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  only  unit  of 
its  kind  at  the  time  in  the  United  States,  was  headed  by  Major  Frank  A. 
Boston  and  two  physicians.  It  gave  treatment  to  about  twenty  children 
during  the  exercises. 

Dr.  George  L.  Lindsav,  Director  of  Music  of  the  Philadelphia  Pub- 
lic Schools;  Dr.  Grover  W.  Mueller,  Director  of  Physical  Education; 
Miss  Edna  Davis,  of  the  Division  of  Music,  and  Miss  Janet  D.  Walter, 
of  the  Division  of  Physical  Education ;  Mr.  John  C.  Donecker,  of  Girard 
College  ;  Sister  Agnes  Anita,  the  Reverend  Joseph  A.  Gorham,  S.  T.  L., 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  D'Amelio,  representing  the  Parochial  Schools,  con- 
tributed much  work  toward  making  "Young  .Vmerica  Day"  a  success. 

The  Birthday  Festival  and  the  other  events  held  in  Philadelphia 
during  the  Constitution  Celebration  had  a  great  effect  in  impressing 
the  love  of  lilierty  upon  school  pupils;  and  Dr.  Nusbaum  estimated 
that  the  full  school  population  of  Philadelphia — three  hundred  and  eight 
in  the  normal  school,  forty-five  thousand,  six  hundred  and  ten  in  the 
senior  high  schools,  forty-five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
in  junior  highs,  one  hundred  sixty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eiglit  in  the  elementary  schools,  and  four  thousand,  fi\'e  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  in  the  vocational  schools,  had  some  part  in  the  observance. 
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Chapter  XXI 


FESTIVAL  OF  NATIONS,  EVENING  OF 
JUNE  18,  1938 

Under  powerful  floodlights  which  turned  night  into  day — an  effect 
that  could  not  have  been  obtained  during  the  Centennial  nf  the  Consti- 
tution in  1887 — the  foreign  born  of  1 'hiladel])hia  and  those  of  foreign 
extraction  presented,  in  the  ^Umicipal  Stadium,  on  the  evening  of  June 
18,  the  second  event  of  the  Philadel])hia  celel)ration — the  "Festival  of 
Nations." 

In  this  beautiful  s])ectacle  in  the  Stadium  in  South  I'lnladelphia,  one 
thousand  men,  women  and  children,  costumed  in  the  colorful  dress  of 
the  Old  World,  i)aid  tril)ute  t(.>  the  liberty  that  they  or  their  fathers  had 
found  on  these  shores.  They  demonstrated,  too,  by  their  unity  that 
the  hatreds  and  prejudices  which  beset  their  old  homelands  are  forgotten 
under  the  flag  of  this  Nation. 

Fifty  thousand  spectators,  seated  in  the  giant  horseshoe-shaped 
Stadium  that  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  1926  Philadelphia  Sescjui- 
centennial  celebration  of  the  birth  of  the  Nation,  cheered  and  cheered 
again  as  the  jjarticipants  swirled  about  the  field  in  the  ]>icturesque  reels, 
polkas,  jigs  and  other  folk  dances  of  the  Old  World.  They  applauded, 
too,  as  the  massed  voices  of  choral  singers  raised  to  the  night  the  songs 
that  had  for  centuries  been  heard  on  the  farms  and  in  the  villages  of 
Em^ope. 

Climaxing  the  "Festival  of  Nations,"  citizenship  papers  were  pre- 
sented to  newly  naturalized  men  and  women  in  a  ceremony  so  dignified 
and  inspiring  in  its  simplicity  that  emotion  overcame  the  recijMents 
of  this  honor  and  manv  in  the  stands. 

With  amplifiers  carr}-ing  the  voices  of  the  speakers  and  the  choral 
groups  to  ever_\'  j^art  of  the  Stadium,  the  program  of  the  "Festival  of 
Nations'"  began  promptly  at  7:  15  P.  with  the  reading  of  the  in- 

vocation by  the  Reverend  Thomas  Hurton,  Rector  of  St.  Rita's  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  who  asked  peace  and  divine  guidance  for  the  future 
of  America. 

Judge  Frank  Smith  welcomed  the  assemblage  and  introduced  the 
speakers,  whose  addresses  were  broadcast  by  several  Philadelphia  sta- 
tions. In  paying  tribute  to  Mr.  Albert  AI.  (Greenfield,  the  first  speaker, 
Judge  Smith,  declared  that  the  State  Chairman  "serves  as  an  illustration 
to  those  who  have  been  but  a  short  time  in  America  what  high  place  may 
be  reached  by  poor  boys  coming  from  other  lands." 

"By  high  place,"  Judge  Smith  continued,  "I  do  not  mean  fi- 
nancial position  or  achievement,  for  he  has  succeeded  in  both,  but 

*  A  coiTiDlete  program  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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I  mean  in  the  spirit  of  loyalty  foi-  his  country  and  his  willingness 
to  give  of  himself  and  his  time  untiringly  for  the  service  of  his 
city  and  all  people  irrespective  of  i^ace,  creed  or  color." 

Mr.  Greenfield  extended  the  greetings  of  the  Pennsylvania  Con- 
stitution Commemoration  Committee  and  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  to  the  participants  and  spectators. 

"Tliis  celebration  of  the  Constitution's  Birthday,"  he  said, 
"is  to  all  of  us  more  than  merely  the  commemoration  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  one  of  the  world's  great  documents.  It  is  a  tribute  to 
all  the  customs  and  traditions  which  we  have  acquired  in  our  years 
of  existence  as  a  natiriU.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  government  under 
which  we  live,  to  the  freedom  which  we  enjoy,  and  to  the  in- 
dependence and  liberty  our  government  must  and  will  give  tO' 
posterity. 

"We,  as  a  people  and  as  a  nation,  must  cherish  our  Constitu- 
tion and  our  government,  strengthen  and  uphold  it — keep  it  safe 
from  those  who  seek  to  destroy  it.  We  must  protect  it  with  our 
lifeblood  against  despots,  against  tyrants,  and  against  any  who' 
would  oppress  us. 

"And  in  doing  this,  we  must  lift  our  voices  against  oppression 
wherever  and  whenever  it  lifts  its  head  in  our  world,  for  wher- 
ever it  may  appear,  it  holds  the  threat  of  danger  to  those  who 
love  liberty. 

"You,  who  have  come  to  our  shores  from  foreign  lands,  you 
whose  parents  have  found  a  new  haven  of  liberty,  are  among  the 
iDulwarks  of  our  guardians  of  freedom.  You,  even  more  so  than 
those  who  call  this  their  native  land,  have  a  deeper  apprecia- 
tion of  the  glorious  benefits  we  enjoy  under  freedom. 

"You  accept  these  blessings  with  humility  and  gratitude,  for 
some  of  you  know  the  tragedy  it  is  to  be  without  them.  You 
treat  them  with  the  reverence  with  which  they  should  be  treated, 
and  your  program  tonight  is  given  in  that  spirit. 

"And  it  is  in  recognition  of  that  spirit,  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  voices  its  thanks  to  each 
and  every  one  of  you  who  are  participating." 

The  presentation  of  the  naturalization  papers  to  the  new  citizens 
followed  Mr.  Greenfield's  address.  Thirty-three  men  and  women  from 
seventeen  foreign  countries  had  been  chosen  by  the  United  States 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  for  this  unusual  event,  the  first 
of  its  kind  ever  held  l)efore  such  a  vast  assemblage. 

The  new  citizens  and  the  countries  from  which  they  came  were : 
Mrs.  Penelope  Pappas,  Albania  ;  Mrs.  Lina  Zimmer,  Switzerland  ;  Mrs. 
Anna  Matilda  Anderson,  Sweden ;  Mrs.  Freda  Hofifman,  Lithuania ; 
Mrs.  Theresa  Anna  Atherton,  Austria ;  Manuel  Vasquez,  Spain ;  Mrs. 
Rose  Nagy,  Hungary ;  Robert  Heinrich  Entenmann,  William  Schneider 
and  Mrs.  Jenny  Grote,  all  from  Germany ;  Mrs.  Jane  Anderson,  Den- 
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mark  ;  Pasquale  Nocito,  Anthony  Virgilio,  Mrs.  Maria  Giovanna  De  Rito 
Madonna,  all  from  Italy;  Mrs.  Ewdokia  Hnyda,  Ukrainia;  Mrs.  Jose- 
phine Antoniewski,  Mrs.  Marayjanna  Sholdrowski,  both  from  Poland; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Glickman,  Mrs.  Ida  Arinson,  Fred  Billicoff,  Barnet 
Barshay,  all  from  Russia ;  Mrs.  Carol  Vertlieb  and  Joseph  Doucett,  both 
from  Canada ;  Alfred  Iliffe,  Miss  Esther  Alper,  Thomas  Charles  Rew, 
all  from  England ;  James  Borland,  Miss  Mary  Martin,  both  of  Ireland ; 
David  Adamson,  Mrs.  Annie  Dickson,  Mrs.  Marion  Hunter  Prentice,  all 
from  Scotland ;  and  Mrs.  Sara  Stolberg  and  Mrs.  Magdalena  Dittrich, 
both  of  Rumania.  Mr.  Henry  L.  Mulle,  Senior  Examiner  of  the  United 
States  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  in  this  district,  acted 
for  Mr.  M.  J.  L.  Hughes,  Director,  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Zaepfel,  Assistant 
Director,  in  conducting  the  ceremony.  He  was  assisted  by  Mr.  George 
G.  Barrett,  principal  clerk. 

Mr.  Mulle  called  the  name  of  each  newly  naturalized  citizen,  who 
then  arose  and  was  handed  a  certificate  of  naturalization.  As  each 
received  the  paper,  a  Philadelphia  policeman,  carrying  an  American 
flag,  marched  from  the  side  of  the  Stadium  to  the  center  of  the  field, 
there  standing  at  attention.  With  the  calling  of  the  last  name  these 
blue-coated  policemen  formed  into  a  square  and  raised  the  flags  in  a 
gesture  symbolizing  the  welcome  of  America  to  its  new  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. 

Judge  George  A.  Welsh,  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  who, 
during  his  term  of  office,  had  administered  the  oath  to  most  of  the  newly 
naturalized  citizens  in  this  district,  then  was  introduced  by  Judge  Smith, 
and  addressing  himself  to  the  new  citizens,  he  said  : 

"Those  of  you  who  have  just  received  your  certificate  of 
naturalization  have  experienced  something  you  will  never  forget. 
Neither  will  your  children  nor  your  grandchildren.  In  all  the 
history  of  our  country  in  which  the  millions  and  millions  of  per- 
sons born  overseas  have  been  naturalized  there  has  never  been  a 
group  to  receive  their  final  papers  in  a  setting  such  as  this. 

"Here,  amid  the  representatives  of  nearly  every  country  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  in  the  presence  of  distinguished  persons 
from  all  over  the  world,  in  the  presence  of  representatives  of  our 
own  Nation  and  State,  there  has  been  conferred  on  each  of  you  the 
symbol  of  your  right  to  participate  in  the  governmental  afi^airs  of 
this  great  country. 

"This  symlwl  is  handed  to  you  on  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  our  Constitution — one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  of  progress  under  the  greatest  political  document  ever 
prepared  by  the  brain  and  hand  of  man !  Those  who  preceded 
you,  both  those  born  here  and  those  who  came  here  in  the  past 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  have  venerated  and  perpetuated 
this  great  document.  Let  that  be  an  encouragement  to  you  and  to 
me  to  do  likewise  so  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  from  now 
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other  groups  can  enjoy  all  the  blessings,  privileges  and  liberties 
that  you  and  I  now  enjoy  under  that  instrument. 

"As  a  Federal  judge,  representing  the  national  government,  I 
want  to  welcome  you  to  our  national  family,  to  a  land  where 
freedom  is  real,  not  a  theory.  Here,  nature  has  given  us  the 
food  we  need  for  our  bodies,  the  materials  we  need  for  our  homes, 
and  all  the  things  that  humanity  needs  today  for  its  happiness 
and  well  being.  We  also  welcome  you  to  a  land  where  oppor- 
tunity still  presents  itself  to  us,  notwithstanding  the  present  eco- 
nomic crisis  through  which  we  are  passing.  That  crisis  is  due 
largely  to  our  inability  to  deal  with  an  overabundance  nf  what  in 
other  countries  they  do  not  have  enough.  But  we  do  not  have  an 
overabundance  of  some  of  those  spiritual  cfualities  that  we  need 
to  give  us  the  wisdom  to  use  the  great  resources,  the  great  pr)wer 
and  wealth  that  w-e  now  have. 

"It  is  to  this  blessed  country  that  we  welcome  you  and  we 
ask  you  to  join  with  us  and  contribute  your  individual  share  of 
those  things  which  we  most  need  to  make  this  country  the  hap- 
piest, the  most  contented  and  the  most  blessed  on  the  face  of  the 
earth." 

When  Judge  Welsh  had  finished  his  address,  the  new  citizens  rose 
and  pledged  their  allegiance  to  the  flag,  as  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pieces  of  the  Philadelphia  Police  Band  played  "America." 

In  the  absence  of  Mayor  Wilson,  of  Philadelphia,  his  address  was 
read  by  Mr.  Mathias  J.  Moe,  Norwegian  Consul  at  Philadelphia  and 
Chairman  of  the  "Festival  of  Nations"  Committee.  In  this  address. 
Mayor  Wilson  wrote  : 

"There  is  no  other  country  in  the  wurld  wliich  cnuld,  with 
its  own  citizens,  stage  such  a  spectacle  as  that  which  is  to  be 
seen  here  tonight.  Performing  in  this  "Festival  of  Nations'  there 
are  approximately  one  thousand  persons,  divided  into  groups, 
each  having  a  dift'erent  national  origin.  Yet,  all  concerned  are 
good  Americans,  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  fortunate 
enough  to  live  under  its  beneficent  Constitution. 

"Happy  indeed  is  the  country  and  fortunate  its  people,  which 
can  so  unite  in  a  national  spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  good  neigh- 
borliness  so  many  people  whose  ancestry  lies  in  such  w'idely  sepa- 
rate parts  of  the  globe.  Here,  in  a  country  dedicaterl  to  the  prin- 
ciple that  'all  men  are  created  equal' — that  is  with  the  right  to 
equal  opportunities — and  'that  they  are  endowed  by  their  creator 
W'ith  certain  inalienable  rights,  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness'  we  follow  our  own  ways,  living  in 
peace  and  harmony  and  all  venerating  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  is  the  s>'mliol  of  our  government  and 
of  our  Constitution. 

"As  a  greatly  favored  and  fortunate  nation  it  behooves  us  to 
remember  at  all  times  that  we  shall  continue  to  flourish  in  the 
future  as  we  have  done  in  the  past  only  through  adherence  to 
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the  basic  American  doctrine  that  there  shall  always  be  not  only 
equal  opportunity  but  equal  treatment  for  all  in  all  things  with 
s])ecial  privilege  for  none — that  the  care  of  the  less  fortunate 
shall  devolve  upon  the  more  fortunate  and  that  there  never  shall 
be  permitted  exploitation  of  the  weaker  by  the  stronger. 

"So  tonight  we  rededicate  ourselves  to  the  Constitution — 
and  reaffirm  our  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  it." 

W  itli  the  coni])letion  of  the  reading  of  the  Mayor's  address,  the 
speaking  portion  of  the  program  ended,  and  tlie  choral  singing,  the  folk 
dancing,  and  the  calisthenics  by  the  foreign  groups  began.  Participating 
were  the  Polish,  directed  bv  Dr.  L.  J.  Kolankiewicz  ;  the  Hungarian, 
by  Mr.  John  II.  Lal)ick ;  the  Italian,  by  Professor  Pasquale  Seneca; 
the  Armenian,  by  Dr.  Mugar  Hagopian  and  Mr.  K.  K.  Temoyan  ;  the 
British,  by  Cajitain  V.  J.  Sharkey ;  the  Lithuanian,  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Kavalauskas ;  the  Czecho-Slovakian,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Prostrednik ;  the 
Ukrainian,  by  Alexander  Yareniko  and  John  Sawcuk ;  and  the  Russian, 
by  the  Reverend  A.  P.  Gougnin  of  St.  Nicholas'  Church,  the  Reverend 
E.  Kravtzoff,  of  .St.  Andrew's  Russian  Church,  the  Reverend  G.  Cucura. 
of  St.  Michael's  Church,  and  the  Reverend  A.  Vanyush,  of  Holy  Virgin 
Cliurch. 

The  Polish  group  danced  the  traditional,  ancient  peasant  ballet  and 
a  stately  mazurka  duet  of  their  homeland,  followed  by  the  group  calis- 
thenics of  the  world-famed  Czecho-Slovak  "Sokol,"  an  international 
organization  of  gymnasts.  Selections  by  the  Ukrainian  choral  group,  the 
Hungarian  choral  group  and  the  Russian  choral  group  followed  with 
music  by  the  Norristown  Kiltie  Band.  Then  came  other  folk  dances 
with  the  Litliuanians.  Italians,  Hungarians  and  Ukrainians  combining 
their  efforts  on  the  field  in  a  dazzling  picture  of  whirling  figures.  The 
Polish  choral  grou]:),  the  :\rmenian  choral  group,  the  Italian  choral  group 
and  the  Lithuanian  choral  group  presented  singly  songs  of  their  fathers, 
followed  by  the  clances  of  the  Russians  and  Hungarians,  the  Highland 
Fling  of  the  Scotch,  and  the  beautiful  llride  and  Groom  dance  of  the 
Armenians. 

In  a  brillianl  linale  the  colors  were  massed  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Stadium,  and  with  a  young  woman  jjortraying  Miss  Liberty  leading 
them,  the  new  citizens,  the  .Scotch  pipers,  the  dancers  and  the  athletes 
])araded  around  the  field  and  facing  the  west  stands,  stood  at  attention 
while  the  Police  Uand  ])la_\e(l  the  ".Star  .Spangled  Banner,"  and  the 
entire  assemblage  sang. 

Tlie  multitude  bowed  its  head  as  the  Reverend  John  Craig  Roak,  of 
(  )ld  -Swedes'  Church,  offered  the  benediction  and  thus  the  "Festival  of 
Nations"  had  been  written  into  history. 

This  remarkable  demonstration  of  loyalty  on  the  part  of  those  who 
themselves  or  whose  fathers  found  happiness  in  this,  their  adopted  land, 
was  largely  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Moe  and  his  committee 
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of  leaders  of  the  various  nationalities.  Mr.  Moe  had  been  active  in  a 
festival,  somewhat  similar,  at  Independence  Hall,  in  connection  with 
the  Municipal  observance  of  the  Constitution  in  September,  1937,  and 
had  been  requested  by  Judge  Smith  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  "Festival 
of  Nations"  for  the  State  Committee. 

Interested  for  almost  his  entire  lifetime  in  Americanization  work 
among  those  of  foreign  birth,  Mr.  Moe  himself  is  of  a  family  who  for 
three  generations  had  been  living  in  America.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1920,  he  succeeded  him  as  Consul  for  Norway  and  Denmark 
by  royal  appointment.  In  1927  he  resigned  the  Consulship  of  Denmark 
and,  in  recognition  of  his  services,  he  was  decorated  by  the  King  of 
Denmark  in  1928  as  a  Knight  of  Danebrog,  and  in  1933  was  created 
a  Knight  of  Olaf,  First  Class,  by  the  King  of  Norway. 

Upon  his  appointment  as  chairman  of  the  "Festival  of  Nations,"  Mr. 
Moe  gathered  together  leading  representatives  of  the  fourteen  groups 
of  foreign  born  in  Philadelphia  and  placed  before  them  the  importance 
of  their  nationalities  being  represented  in  the  festival  as  a  demonstra-. 
tion  of  their  appreciation  of  the  privileges  and  rights  of  citizenship  ac- 
corded them  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

His  efforts  were  rewarded  by  the  enthusiastic  cooperation  of  the 
majority  of  these  groups,  this  cooperation  resulting  for  the  first  time 
in  the  participation  by  those  of  foreign  birth  in  a  State  celebration  hon- 
oring the  Constitution. 


Chapter  XXII 


REVERENCE  DAY— VALLEY  FORGE 
CEREMONIES— JUNE  19 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  June  19,  the  note  of  the  observance  fit- 
tingly turned  to  that  of  reverence — reverence  for  the  institutions  created 
in  this  land  under  the  Constitution  and  for  the  courage  and  the  zeal 
of  the  men  who  had  forged  it. 

Throughout  the  Commonwealth,  clergymen  of  all  denominations  em- 
phasized in  their  sermons  the  spiritual  inspiration  to  be  gained  by 
Americans  from  their  great  Charter  of  Liberty.  The  church  observance 
was  marked  as  widely  as  that  of  December,  and  was  arranged  by  the 
Committee  through  the  Reverend  Dr.  William  L.  Mudge,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Federation  of  Churches,  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Elim  A.  E. 
Palmquist,  of  the  Philadelphia  Federation  of  Churches. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  forenoon  church  services  had  particular  signifi- 
cance, for  special  sermons  were  given  in  the  historical  pre-Revolutionary 
churches,  whose  traditions  date  from  the  stirring  years  of  the  Nation's 
birth. 

These  churches  include  Christ  Church,  on  Second  Street  above  Mar- 
ket, in  which  Washington,  Franklin  and  other  patriots  worshipped  and 
in  whose  churchyard  and  burial  ground  five  signers  of  the  Constitution 
are  buried  ;  St.  Peter's  Church  ;  Old  Swedes'  Church  ;  St.  Joseph's  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  in  WilHng's  Alley ;  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Fourth  and  Spruce  Streets,  where  Thomas  FitzSimons  is  buried;  St. 
George's  Methodist  Church;  the  Third  Presbyterian  (Old  Pine  Street) 
Church,  where  Jared  IngersoU  is  buried ;  St.  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  ;  the  Holy  Trinity  Church,  and  the  Old  St.  Michael's  and  Zion 
Lutheran  Church. 

This  same  spirit  of  reverence  so  stirringly  enunciated  by  the  min- 
isters of  the  Commonwealth  on  that  Sabbath  morning  encouraged  thous- 
ands to  journey  in  the  afternoon  to  Valley  Forge,  verdant  symbol  of 
America's  courage. 

Here  on  the  grassy  slopes  of  the  historic  ground  which  one  hundred 
and  sixty  years  befoi'e  was  the  forge  upon  which  this  country  was 
welded,  tribute  was  paid  to  a  sacred  and  patriotic  dual  anniversary.  The 
thousands  who  gathered  paid  homage  not  alone  to  the  Constitution,  but 
also  to  General  Washington  and  the  heroic  men  of  the  Continental  Army, 
who,  on  this  very  day,  one  hundred  and  sixty  years  before,  had  marched 
forth  from:  Valley  Forge,  and  the  bleakest  winter  in  the  history  of 
America,  to  victory  and  the  birth  of  a  new  nation. 

Not  in  the  words  of  the  speakers  whose  voices  sped  over  amplifiers 
out  across  the  rolling  hills,  nor  in  the  beautiful  chimes  of  the  world- 
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famed  carillon  of  the  Washington  Memorial  Chapel  was  the  real  mean- 
mg  of  the  Valley  Forge  observance  to  be  found. 

Rather,  it  lay  in  the  ranks  of  the  ten  thousand  average  American 
men  and  women  who  sat  there  in  the  grass  of  the  natural  amphitheatre 
in  which  the  speakers'  stand  was  erected,  and  paid  their  tribute  to  the 
ideal  which  they  knew  instinctively  was  tlieir  heritage — the  ideal  of 
Liberty  which  had  guided  the  tattered  men  of  Washington  marching 
from  these  very  hills. 

Many  of  the  spectators  had  brought  picnic  lunches,  and  some  of  the 
men,  because  of  the  burning  heat  of  the  perfect  June  sun,  were  in  shirt- 
sleeves. They  had  traveled  miles  to  be  present,  and  their  motor  cars 
had  for  hours  lined  the  roads  leading  to  the  historic  encampment.  Dust 
covered  touring  cars  of  small  farmers  from  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey  contrasted  with  the  stately  limousines  of  the  well-to-do. 

Tlie  friendship  and  comradeship  so  typical  in  American  crowds 
pervaded  all  these  modern  pilgrimages  to  this  shrine  of  liberty,  and 
truly  exemplified  the  spirit  of  our  democracy,  and  the  reason  for  its 
survival  since  1776. 

The  speakers'  stand  stood  in  a  hollow  beside  the  original  head- 
quarters of  General  Huntington.  On  the  tent-like  hills  surrounding  this 
hollow,  with  the  Memorial  Chapel  rising  above  them,  the  thousands 
gathered.  To  one  side  of  the  speakers'  stand,  stretched  the  level  field 
which,  as  the  Grand  Parade  of  the  Valley  Forge  Encampment,  had  wit- 
nessed the  miseiy  and  the  heroism  of  Washington's  men.  In  the  distance, 
the  marble  shaft  that  marks  the  tribute  of  the  Nation  tO'  the  men  who 
died  in  that  anguished  winter,  reared  skyward  as  a  token  of  America's 
pledge  that  liberty  shall  never  perish  from  the  earth. 

As  the  observance  opened  at  3 :  15  P.  M.,  with  Boy  Scouts  and  State 
Police  as  guides  and  ushers,  the  Veteran  Guard  of  the  Third  Regiment 
Infantry,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  marched  across  the  Grand 
Parade.  Middle-aged,  but  still  brisk  and  of  military  bearing,  its  fifty 
members  wore  the  colorful  uniforms  of  the  period  of  the  War  of  1812, 
and  the  color  guard  carried  sixteen  flags,  each  associated  with  some 
stage  in  the  development  of  the  republic. 

There  were  the  famous  Rattlesnake  and  Pine  Tree  Flags,  the 
Crescent  Flag  of  Fort  Sullivan,  first  American  Flag  used  in  the  South 
during  the  Revolution ;  Count  Pulaski's  banner  with  its  inscribed  motto : 
"Union  Makes  Valor  Stronger ;"  the  Flag  of  the  Commander-in-Chief's 
Guard  and  Washington's  Headcjuarters  Flag. 

After  being  reviewed  by  its  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Charles 
J.  Hendler,  the  Veteran  Guard  moved  liack  across  the  field  to  the  me- 
morial shaft,  where  it  maintained  mass  sentry  duty  during  the  remainder 
of  the  exercises. 

Tlie  military  band  of  the  108th  b'ield  Artillery,  Pennsylvania  Na- 
tional Guard,  tlicn  by  its  music  drew  from  the  Chapel,  the  Valley 
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Forge  Museum,  and  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  encam])nient,  addi- 
tional hundreds  to  swell  the  crowds  already  assembled.  At  4:00  P.  M., 
with  a  coast-to-coast  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  radio  network  carrying 
the  message  of  Valley  Forge  to  every  corner  of  the  country,  the  speak- 
ing program  began. 

On  the  speakers'  stand  were  many  dignitaries  of  the  State  and  city, 
together  with  prominent  residents  of  Philadel])hia  and  surrounding 
counties,  including  Governor  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Earle,  and  descend- 
ants of  the  signers  of  the  Constitution.  Two  of  those  seated  on  the  stand 
had  attended  the  Centennial  of  the  Evacuation  of  Valley  Forge  in  1878, 
and  had  journeyed  again  on  this  day  to  pay  their  tribute  to  Washington 
and  his  men.  They  were  Mrs.  Christian  Sanderson,  eighty-two,  of 
Chadds  Ford,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  George  U.  Hensel,  of  Ouarryville, 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  but  a  boy  of  twelve  when  he  witnessed  the 
centennial  exercises. 

Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield,  the  State  Chairman,  welcomed  the  as- 
semblage and  introduced  Judge  Frank  Smith,  the  Regional  Chairman, 
who  presided  at  the  exercises. 

"We  find  here  today,  in  the  beauty  of  this  historic  encamp- 
ment, a  welcome  more  heartening  than  that  which  those  heroic 
patriots  found  when  they  marched  here  on  December  17,  1777," 
Mr.  Greenfield  said.  "Winter  was  upon  them.  They  were  not 
equiiiped  to  meet  its  rigors,  they  knew  untold  liardships  were  in 
store  for  them. 

"But  they  faced  them  unflinchingly,  unhesitatingly,  for  the 
beacon  light  of  freedom  was  beckoning.  It  is  from  the  courage, 
from  the  willingness  with  which  these  men  carried  on  in  the  face 
of  all  obstacles  that  we  today  must  take  our  theme. 

"They  gave  to  us  the  freedom,  the  independence  that  has 
brought  our  peo])les  happiness,  that  will  bring  happiness  to  our 
peoples  to  come.  We  must  keep  this  liberty  in  the  face  of  all 
hardships,  in  the  face  of  any  disaster.  We  must  march  onward 
and  forward  witli  the  same  unflinching  courage,  the  same  spirit 
of  willingness  that  lived  within  tlie  hearts  of  the  patriots  who  hal- 
lowed this  ground. 

"It  is  in  deep-felt  tribute  to  these  men,  that  we  meet  here 
today..  And  it  is  with  a  spirit  of  reverent  thankfulness  that  they 
had  the  courage,  that  they  had  the  willingness  to  supreme  sacrifice, 
that  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  bids  you  welcome  and 
thanks  you  for  your  participation  in  the  observance  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Birthclay  of  the  United  States  Constitution, 
and  in  the  commemoration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  An- 
niversary of  the  evacuation  of  the  Valley  Forge  Encampment  by 
General  George  Washington  and  the  Continental  Army." 
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Judge  Smith,  in  his  opening  remarks,  said : 

"Today  we  meet  on  this  hallowed  ground  to  commemorate 
the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America 
on  its  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  and  to  do  honor 
to  General  Washington  and  that  loyal  patriotic  group  of  men  who 
evacuated  Valley  Forge  in  1778. 

"At  the  same  time  we  need  to  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  purpose 
of  keeping  alive  and  sound  the  democratic  form  of  government 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  founders  of  our  nation. 

"At  this  historic  shrine  where  the  soldiers  of  the  American 
Army  underwent  great  privation  and  starvation,  we  who  are  here 
assembled  today  are  troubled  at  the  actions  of  men  and  nations,  and 
we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  this  great  nation  of  ours  will 
remain  in  security  with  freedom  for  all  only  as  long  as  the  great 
majority  of  our  citizens  have  a  faith  in  God  and  a  belief  in  the 
American  principles  of  government." 

Following  Judge  Smith's  remarks,  the  Reverend  John  Hart,  Chap- 
lain of  the  Washington  Memorial  Chapel,  delivered  the  invocation. 

"This  is  a  family  reunion  because  Valley  Forge  belongs  to  all 
of  us,"  said  Dr.  Hart.  "We  have  perfect  unity  here,  unity 
of  all  denominations,  creeds,  classes  and  cultures,  and  as  we 
pay  respect  to  those  who  have  lived  and  died  so  heroically 
for  us,  we  must  understand  the  life  about  us  today,  and  effectively 
and  progressively  live  for  the  future.  To  do  that  we  ask  the  divine 
blessing. 

"Our  Father  we  pray  for  Thy  great  love,  light  and  truth  as 
we  assemble  at  this  sacred  Shrine.  Accept  our  gratitude  for  Thy 
kindly  providence  through  all  the  years,  for  the  unselfish  service 
and  sacrifice  of  those  who  lived  and  died  and  asked  no  reward. 
Grant  that  we  may  live  with  such  integrity  that  honor,  justice, 
honesty,  freedom  may  prevail  as  we  carry  out  Thy  plans  and  pur- 
poses for  our  country  and  for  the  world.  Unify  and  sanctify  this 
hour  and  incline  our  hearts  to  do  Thy  will,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord." 

As  the  Chaplain's  prayer  ended,  the  multitude  and  the  hills  were 
silent  for  a  moment  in  a  silence  more  elociuent  than  words — a  silence 
that  bespoke  the  rededication  of  the  thousands  to  the  spirit  of  sacrifice 
which  the  patriots  of  Valley  Forge  showed  to -the  Nation. 

The  massed  voices  of  the  vested  choir  of  the  Memorial  Chapel 
then  were  heard  in  a  hymn  against  the  chimes  of  the  carillon. 

Governor  Earle,  the  next  speaker,  said : 

"Today  the  air  is  filled  with  the  sound  of  marching  men  ;  the 
rattle  of  drums ;  the  presence  of  men  aching  from  hunger,  from 
frostbitten  bodies,  from  souls  burning  with  the  thought  that  the 
battle  for  American  freedom  might  be  lost. 
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"For  one  hundred  and  sixty  years  have  not  removed  from  the 
hearts  of  our  people  the  great  traditions  of  how  an  ill-clothed, 
half-starving  body  of  men  withstood  unprecedented  sufifering  so 
that  a  new  nation  might  be  formed  where  men  would  be  free. 

"Valley  Forge  is  and  shall  ever  be  the  symbol  of  the  Ameri- 
can's love  of  freedom — liberty  at  any  sacrifice. 

"Today  is  the  anniversary  of  the  evacuation  of  Valley  Forge. 
One  hundred  and  sixty  years  ago  the  tattered  army  of  General 
Washington  moved  out.  Had  the_\'  realized  that  the  defeat  of 
General  Burgoyne  by  the  Americans  at  Saratoga  some  time  before 
had  been  the  turning  point  of  the  war,  it  might  have  been  a  gay, 
laughing  body  of  men,  but  they  did  not  know,  and  death  and 
desertions,  lack  of  food  and  clothing  and  shelter  through  the  long, 
cold  months  gave  them  little  hope. 

"They  were  men  of  great  courage,  able  to  withstand  great 
hardships.  They  had  a  cause,  a  dream  they  dreamed,  perhaps,  of 
a  great  democracy  that  was  to  have  its  foundatitjn  and  security 
in  their  blood. 

"They  would  have  been  comforted  had  they  known  that  their 
sacrifice  was  to  become  a  tradition  which  was  to  uphold  the  spirit 
of  their  Nation  through  other  \^allev  Forges  that  were  to  come. 

"It  is  almost  inconceivable  that  this  beautiful  countryside,  as 
peaceful  as  any  church  yard,  holds  the  memory  of  the  lik-akest 
winter  in  all  our  history. 

"Just  as  inconceivable  is  it  that  the  deuK.cracy  which  has 
grown  out  of  it,  the  richest  in  the  world,  should  know  so  much 
sufifering. 

"With  food  enough  to  feed  many  countries  beside  our  own, 
with  production  facilities  to  provide  every  one  of  our  citizens  with 
comfort,  even  luxury,  we  too  have  faced  our  Valley  Forge. 

"We  are  not  conscious  that  we  have  found  the  answer  for  the 
difficulties  of  our  day,  but  perhaps  some  cloud  hides  us,  too, 
from  our  turning  point, — our  Saratoga. 

"We  are  enduring  people  ;  we  are  courageous  people.  We  are 
long  sufifering  people — but  we  are,  like  those  at  Valley  Forge  so 
long  ago,  ti'ying  in  our  own  way  to  fight  our  way  through. 

"Enemies  within  and  enemies  without  tell  us  democracy  will 
not  work.  They  say  it  is  outworn,  awkward,  slow,  dififused  in  its 
functioning. 

"These  same  forces  have  attem|)ted  to  lead  away  some  of  our 
people  from  the  tradition  born  out  of  the  sutTering  of  Washing- 
ton's men  in  this  sacred  spot. 

"Their  'isms'  and  their  'creeds,'  however,  are  destined  to  fail, 
because  deep  in  the  heart  of  every  American  is  the  spirituality 
born  in  Valley  Forge — the  symbol  of  American  sacrifice  for 
liberty. 

"Hardships  welded  that  band  of  men  together;  fortified  them 
in  their  desperate  cause. 

"It  made  fiur  cherished  tradition  of  sacrifice  a  living  thing, 
our  real  glory. 
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"This  Xatiun  is  suffering"  deeply  today — in  the  last  ten  years 
it  has  been  moving  through  one  of  its  greatest  crises.  It  is  our 
generation's  Valley  Forge.  But  this  period  also  shall  pass.  And 
those  who  look  l)ack,  viewing  present  conditions  from  the  dis- 
tance that  only  time  can  give,  will  feel  about  them  as  we  feel 
today  about  Valley  Forge. 

"They  will  see  that  the  Nation  is  made  of  men  and  women 
with  the  courage  and  willingness  to  endvu^e  for  Liberty's  sake ; 
f(ir  their  Nation's  sake;  and  our  bleak  path  will  be  lighted  by  the 
flame  that  was  kindled  by  the  men  at  Valley  Forge." 

Chief  speaker  at  the  exercises  was  Governor  E.  D.  Rivers,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.  Because  of  press  of  business  in  his  capital,  Governor 
l\i\ers  was  unable  to  leave  for  Philadelphia  until  late  Saturday  evening 
and  his  train  was  due  at  this  city  at  an  hour  which  prohibited  his  trans- 
portation to  Valley  Forge  in  time  to  speak  on  the  nation-wide  broadcast. 

Mr.  M.  Ennis  Jones,  the  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman,  arranged 
with  Colonel  Percy  W.  Foote,  commandant  of  the  State  Police,  tO'  have  a 
convoy  of  State  troopers  placed  at  Governor  Rivers'  disposal.  Mr.  Jones, 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vlichael  Francis  Doyle,  and  Mrs.  Gustav  Ket- 
terer,  met  Governor  ivivers  at  the  30th  Street  Station  of  the  Pennsvl- 
vania  Railroad  and  escorted  him  to  the  studios  of  WFIL  in  the  Widener 
r.uilding,  Philadelphia,  from  where  he  spoke  not  alone  to  the  Nation, 
but  also  to  the  assembled  throng  at  Valley  Forge,  his  voice  being  heard 
there  over  the  amplifiers  at  the  speakers'  stand. 

"As  Governor  of  Georgia,  i  bring  Pennsylvania  greetings 
from  the  youngest  of  the  Thirteen  Original  Colonies,  the  fourth 
State  tO'  ratify  the  Constitution,  and  felicitate  you  for  this  historic 
and  happy  celebration  complete  in  the  most  minute  detail,"  Gov- 
ernor Rivers  said. 

"The  fact  that  I  am  here  is  the  best  evidence  of  my  appre- 
ciation and  that  of  the  people  of  Georgia  for  \imr  wonclerful 
leadership  and  things  which  ])romote  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  this  great  republic. 

"When  the  Pilgrims  came  to  this  country  thev  came  to  have 
a  land  and  perfect  a  government  where  human  right  should  stand 
l^aramount  over  monied  right.  The  farmers  and  founders  of 
Georgia  and  Pennsylvania  were  ])arallel  in  the  humanitarian  prin- 
ciples that  motivated  the  establishment  of  both  colonies.  The 
human  right  of  religious  tolerance  moved  him  who  had  suffered 
in  England  as  a  Quaker. 

"Oglethorpe  had  seen  the  worship  of  wealth  in  the  old  coun- 
try submerge  human  right  to  the  extent  that  honorable  men  were 
rotting  in  jail  for  debts  they  could  not  pay,  despite  the  fact  that 
thev  were  driven  to  their  debts  and  despair  by  dollar  doctrines 
that  dominated  the  economic  and  social  order  of  their  day. 

"Our  countrv  has  seen  many  stormy  days  since  Valley  Forge 
and  has  passed  successfully  through  many  crises  that  put  to  a 
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test  the  form  of  government  born  with  the  Constitution.  Back 
in  1840,  Emerson,  the  great  essayist,  wrote  tliese  words:  'Man 
standeth  in  the  streets  idle,  none  calleth  them  to  work.  The 
United  States  cannot  pay  its  debts,  there  is  but  one  thing  to  do — 
put  the  United  States  into  bankruptcy  and  sell  it  to  the  highest 
bidder.'  This  sounds  very  much  like  some  of  our  modern  day 
philosophy.  A  century  has  passed  since  that  great  American 
essayist  wrote  those  pessimistic  words,  yet  we  have  survived  our 
war,  our  panic,  our  preposterous  prosperity  period  of  1920,  and 
the  dire  distress  resulting  from  unemplovment  and  bank  failures 
in  1932  and  1933. 

"Despite  the  dismal  jM-ophecy  of  Emerson  and  others  the 
United  States  is  today  the  richest  and  most  powerful  Nation 
in  the  world.  We  are  here  because  with  the  birth  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  born  a  nation  where  the  welfare  of  human  beings  was 
made  the  first  philosophy  of  the  people  and  the  first  objective  of 
government." 

Immediately  following  his  address  at  the  radio  station,  Governor 
Rivers  was  convoyed  by  the  State  troopers  to  Valley  Forge,  accom- 
panied by  Commandant  Foote,  Mr.  Jones,  Air.  and  Mrs.  Doyle,  and 
Mrs.  Ketterer. 

Meanwhile,  at  Valley  Forge,  the  s]5eaking  continued,  with  Mr.  Frank 
W.  Melvin,  the  Chairman  of  the  Historical  Commission,  declaring : 

"Once  more  todav  we  are  com])elled  to  face  hardship,  pviva- 
tion,  uncertainty,  unemployment,  selfishness  in  high  and  low 
places,  assaults  upon  the  foundation  principles  of  orderly  demo- 
cratic government — not  alone  in  this  om-  beloved  re])ublic.  but 
seenn'ngly  throughout  the  world. 

"In  this  international  chaos  of  today  we  see  demonstrated 
anew  the  need  to  follow  age-old  principles.  As  we  look  abroad 
we  certainh'  can  see  the  overwhelming  need  for  an  enduring 
Constitution  at  home — a  Constitution  that  commands  the  deepest 
loyalty,  both  of  heart  and  mind,  of  all  of  our  citizens.  We  are 
fortunate  that  such  a  priceless  document,  such  a  glorious  heritage, 
already  is  ours. 

"Oiu-  salvation  depends  upon  our  resj^ect  for  it,  our  obedience 
to  it.  The  nations  of  the  world  may  well  take  to  heart  the  prin- 
ciples that  gave  it  to  us  and  which  were  inspired  on  this  sacred 
ground  one  hundred  and  sixty  years  ago." 

Dr.  Hart  returned  to  the  dais  and  oiTered  the  l)enediction.  The 
air  was  again  filled  with  the  reverent  tones  of  the  carillon  of  the  Me- 
morial Chapel  and  the  voices  of  the  vested  choir  in  the  recessional. 

As  this  hymn  ended,  the  military  band  and  the  entire  assemblage 
rose  to  the  strains  of  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  ending  the  cere- 
monies. 
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A  short  time  later,  Governor  Rivers  and  his  partv  arrived  as  the 
ci-owds  were  leaving-  and  he  was  greeted  hy  Governor  Earle  and  Mr. 
Greenfield,  and  then  escorted  on  a  tour  of  the  encampment. 

The  distinguished  guests,  Governors  Earle  and  Rivers  and  other 
notables  were  transported  to  the  farm  of  the  State  Chairman  at  Mont- 
gomery ville,  Pennsylvania,  where  a  dinner  was  held  in  their  honor. 

Colonel  Robert  Morris,  of  the  Penns^'lvania  National  Guard  and  a 
dn-ect  descendant  of  the  signer  of  the  Constitution,  acted  as  chairman 
m  charge  of  the  Valley  Forge  event,  and  was  aided  by  Mr  Gilbert  S 
Jones,  superintendent  of  Valley  Forge  Park ;  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Tnnes  Major 
Harry  V.  Ryder,  Mr.  Norman  J.  Griffin,  and  other  members  of  the 
Valley  Forge  sub-committee.  Boy  Scouts  participating  in  the  exercises 
were  those  of  the  Bala-Cynwyd  troop  and  Tr,,op  49,'^from  Harrisburg. 


i 


Chapter  XXIII 


THE  FLORAL  FLAG  PAGEANT— WOMEN'S  DAY 

—JUNE  20 

The  principal  event  of  the  third  day  of  observance  in  Philadelphia — 
the  All-Women's  program  at  Independence  Hall  on  ]\Ionday.  June  20 — 
marked  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  that  a  state  celebration 
in  honor  of  the  Constitution  had  been  held  solely  by  women. 

Heading  the  Committee  in  charge  of  this  event  was  ]\Irs.  Earle,  wife 
of  the  Governor,  with  ]Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer  as  vice-chairman.  ^.lembers 
of  the  Committee  included  women  prominent  in  the  social  and  civic  life 
of  the  citv,  and  I\Irs.  Emma  Guflr'ey  Miller,  as  chairman  of  the  Women's 
activities  for  the  State,  also  participated  in  planning  the  program. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  event  was  the  completion  and  un- 
veiling of  the  largest  floral  American  flag  ever  designed.  Twenty-five 
thousand  red  and  white  carnations  and  ten  thousand  blue  cornflowers 
used  in  the  flag,  which  measured  ten  feet  high  and  twenty  feet  long, 
were  grown  especially  in  nurseries  in  Xew  England,  the  ^Vliddle  Atlantic 
States  and  the  West. 

It  was  built  on  a  wooden  framework,  elevated  six  feet  above  the 
ground,  and  supjxjrted  b}-  wires  attached  to  several  of  the  historic 
elms  in  Independence  Square.  The  red  and  white  carnations  were 
used  to  make  the  stripes,  the  cornflowers  the  field  of  blue,  and  clusters 
of  white  carnations  fastened  on  large  pins  formed  the  stars.  The  flag 
was  built  to  the  east  of  the  gaily  decorated  speakers'  stand,  which  was 
erected  by  the  Bureau  of  City  Property  of  Philadelphia  a  few  feet  from 
the  south  side  of  Independence  Hall,  paralleling  that  building  and  facing 
the  historic  square.  This  stand  was  forty  feet  long  and  about  twentv 
feet  wide,  and  over  the  dais  the  Commemoration  Committee  had  erected 
a  special  Constitutional  Arch,  which  contained  the  names  of  the  Thirteen 
Original  States,  with  Pennsylvania  forming  the  ke^-stone. 

Five  thousand  engraved  invitations  to  this  event,  and  tickets  for  the 
speakers'  stand  and  reserved  seats  had  been  mailed  to  women  of  Philadel- 
phia by  the  Committee,  and  half  an  hour  before  the  exercises  were 
scheduled  to  begin  at  1  :  00  P.  ^1..  the  seats  in  the  square  were  filled  with 
spectators. 

The  Floral  Flag  Pageant  opened  as  the  women  representing  the 
Thirteen  Original  States — who  had  been  appointed  by  the  governors 
of  those  States  after  the  airplane  visits  by  ISlrs.  Ketterer  and  ]\Irs. 
iMichael  Francis  Doyle — arrived  at  Independence  Square  from  the  Ritz- 
Carlton  Hotel,  where  the}-  were  entertained  at  luncheon  by  ]\Irs.  Earle. 

AA'hen  they  reached  the  square,  the  Floral  Flag,  which  had  been 
constructed  during  the  morning,  was  veiled  with  patriotic  bunting. 
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A  cordon  of  honor,  formed  by  Girl  Scouts  in  their  olive  drab  uni- 
forms, stood  at  attention  about  the  flag  and  inside  the  cordon,  fac- 
ing the  flag,  thirteen  chairs  were  arranged  in  a  triangle.  Each  chair 
bore  the  name  of  one  of  the  Original  States,  and  was  placed  in  the 
order  that  the  States  had  ratified  the  Constituticn,  with  Delaware  at 
the  apex  of  the  triangle. 

Immediately  behind  the  triangle  of  chairs  was  a  row  of  six  chairs 
for  Mrs.  Earle,  Mrs.  Ketterer,  and  the  speakers  of  the  day.  Near  the 
west  end  of  the  speakers'  stand  were  seated  the  combined  bands  of 
the  West  Philadelphia  Catholic  and  the  John  W.  Hallahan  High  Schools 
for  Girls,  directed  by  Mr.  Benjamin  D'Amelio. 

At  the  east  end  of  the  speakers'  stand  were  four  women  trumpeters, 
attired  in  flowing  white  costumes.  Two  youths,  in  Colonial  costumes, 
stood  high  on  ladders  ready  to  remove  the  bunting  which  hid  the  Floral 
Flag. 

With  the  women  representatives  of  the  Thirteen  Original  States 
seated  before  the  flag,  the  exercises  opened  promptly  at  1  :  00  P.  M.* 

The  sounding  of  the  hour  on  the  Ijell  in  Independence  Hall  tower 
was  a  signal  for  a  blare  of  trumpets  and  a  roll  of  drums.  Mr.  Alan  Scott, 
a  widely  known  radio  commentator,  began  the  Floral  Flag  oration. 

"The  ceremony  about  to  take  place,  the  reconstruction  of  the 
first  Stars  and  Stripes  entirely  with  flowers,  symbolizes  more  than 
the  mere  making  of  a  flag;  it  is  in  efifect  die  symbolization  of  the 
birth  of  a  nation,  unified  and  free,"  said  Mr.  Scott. 

He  described  the  Federal  Convention,  the  fears  for  ratification 
expressed  by  Washington  and  other  patriots,  and  the  final  approval 
of  the  great  document  by  the  ninth  and  enabling  State,  New  Flampshire, 
and  continued : 

"Thus  the  Constitution  became  the  instrument  of  a  new  gov- 
ernment, became  the  retort  in  which  an  experiment  in  political 
science  was  to  be  conducted. 

"What  had  been  the  banner  of  revolution  now  became  the  flag 
of  a  nation  ...  it  had  served  to  rally  the  people  together  in  the 
struggle  for  liberty  .  .  .  now  its  destiny  was  directed  beyond  the 
present  into  the  future  to  bind  together  the  i:)eoples  and  the  States 
in  an  everlasting  union.  .  .  . 

"The  States  had  placed  their  stars  in  the  field  of  blue  to  shine 
through  the  years  as  one,  lending  their  brilliance  to  the  common 
cause  of  light." 

As  he  uttered  these  words,  the  bunting  was  dropped  from  the  Floral 
Flag,  revealing  its  dazzling  beauty  to  the  brilliant  sun.  The  high 
school  bands  struck  up  "The  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever."  The  entire 
assemblage  arose  and  in  wave  after  wave  of  applause  gave  vent  to  their 
patriotic  fervor. 


*  The  complete  program  is  listed  in  the  appendix. 
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r>iit  the  flag  was  not  yet  completed.  The  Ijkie  field  was  bare  of 
the  stars  symbolic  of  the  Union. 

As  the  music  dierl  away,  Mr.  Scott  continued  the  oration,  with  the 
entire  assemblage  remaining  at  attention. 

"Today,"  lie  said,  "so  that  the  stars  of  the  Thirteen  Original 
States  ma}'  be  placed  in  this  flag,  thirteen  women,  chosen  by 
their  governors  to  represent  those  States,  will  carry  the  stars 
forward  for  placement  in  the  field  in  the  order  in  which  they 
ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  Lhiited  States." 

Then,  as  he  called  the  names  of  the  women  representing  the  Original 
States,  the  trumpets  l)lared  and  the  drums  rolled,  and  the  women  rose 
one  by  one  and  walked  to  the  flag. 

Delaware,  the  first  State  to  approve  the:  Union,  had  sent  Mrs.  Hugh 
M.  Morris;  Pennsylvania,  the  second  State,  Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Patterson, 
sister  of  Governor  Earle  ;  New  Jersey,  Mrs.  C.  Edward  Murray  ;, Georgia, 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Hogan ;  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Moreau  Brown;  Massachu- 
setts, Mrs.  John  H.  Kimball;  Maryland,  Mrs.  John  L.  Whitehurst ; 
South  Carolina,  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Reamer,  who  was  unable  to  be  present  and 
who  was  represented  by  a  Philadelphia  woman  native  of  that  State ;  New 
Hampshire,  Mrs.  Louis  D.  Elkins ;  Virginia,  Miss  Genie  B.  Lapsley; 
New  York,  iMrs.  William  C.  Good :  North  Carolina,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Mosely ; 
and  Rhode  Island,  Mrs.  Alice  Thompson  Smith  and  Miss  Etta  V. 
Leighton. 

The  women  each  had  been  given  a  star  of  carnations  which  they 
handed  to  one  of  the  youths  in  Colonial  costume,  who  climbed  the  ladder 
and  affixed  them  in  tlie  circle  that  designates  the  flag  of  Betsy  Ross.  As 
each  star  was  ])Ut  into  ])lace,  Mr.  Scott  told  how  the  respective  States  had 
voted  in  the  building  of  the  teni])le  that  houses  the  Constitution  and 
the  liberty  of  all  Americans. 

From  a  stand  erected  by  the  city  in  the  center  pathway  of  the  square, 
nevvsreel  cameramen  and  newspaper  photographers  made  pictorial  rec- 
ords of  the  inspiring  ceremony. 

As  the  last  star  was  affixed  in  the  field,  the  band  ])layed  "America," 
and  ?^lr.  Scott  com])Ieted  his  narration  with  these  words: 

"The  last  star  has  been  placed,  the  last  link  in  the  chain  welded  ; 
and  through  the  years  as  additional  links  were  added  it  became 
ai)i)arent  that  the  whole  was  stronger  than  its  parts  .  .  .  and  as  the 
stars  were  addt-d  to  the  blue  heaven,  the  increasing  glow  of  their 
lirilliance  became  a  beacon  that  shines  throughout  the  world  ;  a 
torch  of  libertv  and  independence,  lighting  the  way  to  human 
freedom  .  .  .  and  the  flag  itself  became  a  symbol  of  that  freedom; 
ihe  Stars  and  Stripes,  united  and  indivisible. 
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The  strains  of  "America"  increased  to  a  crescendo,  with  tlie  voices 
of  the  multitude  joining  in  song,  and  the  pageant  recreating  the  flag 
came  to  an  end. 

The  throng  which  had  witnessed  the  Floral  Mag  Pageant  had  swelled 
to  nearly  five  thousand  when  the  speaking  program  began  at  1  :  30 
P.  M.  The  women  adjourned  from  in  front  of  the  Floral  Flag  to  the 
dais  on  the  speakers'  stand. 

By  invitation  of  the  Women's  Committee,  Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield, 
the  State  Chairman,  sat  on  the  speakers'  stand  Init  did  not  participate  in 
the  program.  The  five  winners  of  the  Commemoration  Committee's  state- 
wide essa}'  contest  on  the  Constitution,  Charlotte  Anne  AIcGuire,  Bertha 
Greenberg,  Sylvia  Greenberg,  Frances  Parry  and  Donald  Stephen  AVil- 
liams,  also  were  on  the  stand.  They  were  in  the  city  as  guests  of  the 
Commemoration  Committee  for  a  two-day  tour  of  points  of  historical 
interest  and  participation  in  some  events  of  the  observance. 

With  Mrs.  Earle  presiding,  the  speaking  program  was  broadcast  over 
a  network  of  Philadelphia  radio  stations,  and  the  speakers,  mindful  of  the 
fact  that  they  stood  on  America's  most  treasured  and  hallowed  ground, 
called  upon  women  of  the  United  States  to  uphold  the  Constitution  and  all 
it  stands  for,  and  to  further  world  peace — a  task  which  the}'  said  was 
in  the  particular  province  of  women. 

The  speakers  were  Mrs.  Nellie  Tavloe  Ross,  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint  and  one-time  Governor  of  Wyoming ;  Mrs.  A\' hite- 
hurst,  the  First  Vice  President  of  the  General  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs  of  America,  who  had  represented  Maryland  in  the  Floral  Flag 
Pageant;  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Roberts,  Jr.,  President-General  of  the  National 
Society,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  and  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 
Hutchinson,  National  President  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America. 

Mrs.  Earle,  in  welcoming  the  distinguished  guests  and  the  specta- 
tors, said : 

"As  we  stand  on  this  historic  spot  in  which  the  very  tra- 
ditions of  our  country  are  rooted,  it  makes  one  very  proud  to 
think  that  this  program  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  women. 

"In  the  days  in  which  those  momentous  events  occurred  and 
which  we  are  commemorating  today,  women  had  little  to  do 
with  public  life.  They,  however,  made  great  contributions  in  the 
little  quiet  way  that  women  have  always  had  in  controlling  the 
destinies  of  their  husbands,  their  fathers,  and  their  sons  without 
the  men  realizing  that  they  were  doing  just  that.  W'e  know  that 
George  Washington,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  manj^  of  the  other 
great  leaders  of  Constitutional  days  owed  much  of  their  brilliance 
and  their  integrity  to  their  mothers ;  at  least,  we  women  like  to 
think  so.  And  we,  today,  in  commemorating  what  those  men 
did,  must  at  the  same  time  commemorate  what  those  women  did. 

"Women  of  the  world  are  interested  in  peace  and  women  of 
America  are  among  the  leaders  of  those  who  believe  that  our 
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sons  should  not  be  lost  on  the  fields  of  battle,  sin  mid  not  be  sacri- 
ficed in  the  needless  waste  of  war,  and  as  the  mother  of  four  sons 
myself,  I  feel  this  particularly  deeply. 

"In  the  very  Convention  held  in  thi.s  hi.storic  building  which 
drafted  the  Constitution  we  honor,  we  find  the  answer  to  the  con- 
flicts that  bring  on  war.  Many  were  the  causes  of  dispute  that 
faced  these  men.  One  state  desired  this,  another  state  wanted 
that.  And  at  times  the  leaders  of  the  Convention  despaired  of 
agreement.  But  compromise,  woman's  specialty,  one  giving  a 
little,  the  other  agreeing,  won  the  day  and  we  were  given  that 
immortal  document  under  which  this  Xation  has  grown  great. 
Such  compromise,  such  giving  and  agreeing,  can  and  must  once 
more  settle  the  disputes  between  nations.  In  accomplishing  this 
great  aim  it  is  necessary  that  we  women  of  America  take  om^ 
rightful  share  of  the  burden  of  public  life.  We  must  not  shirk 
them,  but  make  our  influence  felt  throughout  the  Nation  and 
throughout  the  world  in  the  great  cause  of  peace. 

"It  was  in  that  spirit  that  the  Women's  Committee  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  arranged 
this  celebration,  and  it  is  in  that  spirit  that  we  thank  all  those 
who  have  made  this  celebration  a  success.  We  welcome  you  all, 
our  neighbors  as  well  as  our  distinguished  guests." 

After  Mrs.  Earle's  remarks,  the  glee  choruses  of  the  two  girls"  high 
schools  joined  with  the  bands  in  singing  "Columbia,  the  ( iem  of  the 
Ocean,"  and  then  Mrs.  Ross  delivered  an  address,  "A  Tribute  to  Liberty." 

"When  I  undertake  to  put  in  words  my  estimate  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  I  realize  that  I  am  just  voicing 
the  sentiment  that  is  in  the  heart  of  every  one  of  you,  but,  at 
the  risk  of  seeming  platitudinous,  I  must  say  that  to  me  it  is  the 
most  important  document  that  was  ever  written  by  human  hands 
in  the  interest  of  human  liberty  and  human  progress. 

"For  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  it  has  served  as  the  rock 
upon  which  have  rested  th(jse  free  institutions  tliat  to  us  are  the 
symbol  of  our  liberty.  .  .  . 

"We  are  likely  to  take  much  for  granted  in  all  of  our  blessings. 
Now,  we  have  never  known  anything  but  political  liberty  in  this 
country  and  the  love  of  it  is  lired  in  our  b(3nes.  And  I  think- 
that  there  are  few  of  us  who  really  sense  what  it  would  mean  to 
be  deprived  of  our  liberty.  We  hear  today  of  outrages  that  are 
being  perpetrated  against  human  rights  in  the  older  countries 
of  the  world  and  we  scarcely  sense  the  meaning.  It  is  only  when 
we  ponder  them  deeply  that  we  realize  how  much  we  owe  to  a 
kind  providence  that  we  were  Ijorn  under  a  democratic  form  of 
government. 

"Just  think  what  it  would  mean  to  you  and  me  to  l)e  afraid 
to  lift  our  own  voice  even  to  whisper  a  criticism  of  the  powers 
over  us  lest  the  walls  might  have  ears  and  our  lives  be  endan- 
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gered.  How  it  would  seem  to  us,  how  galling  to  know  that  every 
letter  we  write  were  being  censored  lest  we  offer  some  criticism 
of  the  government. 

"It  is  when  we  ponder  such  things  as  these  that  we  realize  the 
relation  to  us  individually  of  what  happened  here  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  and  the  importance  of  the  ratification  by  the 
ninth  State,  which  made  secure  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

"There  is  a  sentiment  rising  all  over  the  world  that  free  gov- 
ernments cannot  endure.  We  are  seeing,  to  be  sure,  democ- 
racies all  over  the  world  going,  one  after  another.  It  is  evident 
that  this  is  a  challenge  to  us  in  the  United  States  to  prove  to  the 
world  that  we  have  in  our  democracy  the  facilities  and  elasticity 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  hour. 

"We  are  hearing  so  much  these  days  in  our  country  and 
everywhere  about  the  importance  of  building  up  armaments.  Of 
course,  we  all  want  to  be  adequately  armed  to  resist  attack,  but 
there  is  far  too  little  emphasis  placed  upon  the  importance  of 
building  up  a  strong  crystallized  public  opinion  outlawing  war. 

"American  women  can  take  the  lead  in  this  matter.  They  can 
start  with  their  children  in  the  cradle  and  teach  them  that  there 
is  a  better  way  and  that  war  is  only  the  result  of  savagery.  It 
is  the  obligation  of  every  government  to  draft  laws  that  will 
induce  and  encourage  peace,  even  though  at  the  cost  of  material 
gain. 

"However  much  we  may  be  tempted  b}-  the  profits  that  the 
war  does  dangle  before  nations,  we  must  realize  they  are  but 
temporary  profits.  We  know  there  is  nothing  in  the  wake  of  war 
but  poverty  and  misery,  and  the  loss  of  our  children.  We  women 
of  America  can  use  our  influence  to  uphold  the  principles  of 
world-wide  permanent  peace  and  we  can  hope  to  pass  on  to  our 
children  a  free  government  where  they  shall  have  liberty  of 
thought,  liberty  of  speech  and  liberty  of  action,  the  things  that 
make  this  life  a  glorious  adventure." 

^Irs.  Ross  was  followed  by  ^Nlrs.  \\'hitehurst.  whose  address  was 
"Women's  Part  in  America's  Future." 

"I  believe  the  time  has  come  when  we  should  not  disassociate 
women's  part  in  affairs  from  that  played  by  the  opposite  sex," 
Mrs.  \\'hitehurst  said.  "The  retardation  of  the  progress  of 
women  in  public  affairs  has  come  about  because  we  are  always 
pointing  out  the  privileges  our  sex  should  have,  instead  of  talk- 
ing about  the  qualifications  or  the  particular  responsibility  they 
lake. 

"My  one  recommendation  as  the  part  that  women  shall  play, 
or  men  shall  play,  in  the  future  of  America  is  to  stop  criticizing 
democracy  and  try  to  obviate  the  weaknesses  in  democracy." 

Mrs.  Roberts,  in  delivering  her  address,  "Mothers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion," paid  tribute  to  all  women  of  the  Colonial  days,  who,  she  said,  held 
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the  qualities  of  spirit  that  remained  steadfast  until  independence  was  won 
and  the  new  government  estahlished. 

"And  often  in  life,"  she  continued,  "there  are  foster  parents 
who  though  in  no  way  sharing  in  the  origin,  become  equally 
necessary  in  the  nourishing  and  protecting. 

"You  and  I  are  the  fcjster  mothers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
our  role  as  protectors  t(j  carry  on  and  to  nurture  is  equal  to 
the  task  put  upon  those  mothers  who  stood  behincl  the  fathers 
of  the  Constitution.  The  same  courage,  the  same  faith,  the  same 
sacrifice  is  due  from  you  and  me  as  foster  mothers  and  ])ro- 
tectors,  so  that  this  'government  of  the  people,  by  tlie  people,  and 
for  the  people,  shall  not  ])erish  from  the  earth."  " 

Mrs.  Hutchinson,  in  her  address  on  "1^-ogress  of  Women  Since 
the  Constitution  Days,"  said : 

"Modern  machinery  has  freed  women  from  the  necessity  of 
performing  manv  former  time-consuming  tasks  and  opened  the 
gates  of  opportunity  wider  than  the\'  have  ever  been  known  to 
swing  before. 

"Visions  of  so-called  w(jmen's  rights  winch  at  one  time  seemed 
fantastical  are  accepted  today  as  commonplace  reality.  Women 
nurses,  physicians,  teachers,  scientists,  journalists,  to  mention  only 
a  few,  pursue  their  useful  way.  A  hundred  years  ago,  not  a  long 
time  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  could  any  woman  have  pictured  as 
possible  for  one  of  her  sex  the  profound  research  of  a  Madam 
Curie?  Could  she  have  envisioned  the  white-robed  army  of 
today  relieving  human  suffering  as  the  result  of  the  ])ioneering 
work  of  Florence  Xightingale  ? 

"With  all  our  modern  advantages  of  educati(.)n,  ease  and  ciim- 
forts,  let  us  ])ause  and  ask  ourselves  if  our  moral  fibre  has  kejit 
pace  with  our  mechanical  advances  and  if  we  have  the  faith, 
courage  and  endurance  that  supported  our  forbearers  in  their 
struggle  to  establish  truth  and  justice  in  a  new  world. 

"Women  of  Philadelphia,  women  of  America,  mothers  and 
teachers  of  youth,  to  you  we  look  for  worthy  leaders  to  hold  high 
our  standards  and  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  princi]iles  set 
forth  in  our  glorious  Constitution.  Do  not  fail  us." 

yirs.  Earle,  in  closing  the  speaking  program,  presented  certificate^ 
acknowledging  their  patriotic  participation  in  the  cerenion}-  to  the  w:)mt'n 
representatives  from  the  Thirteen  (Original  States  and  to  the  speakers. 

The  event  came  to  a  close  with  the  playing  of  the  "Star  Spangled 
Banner,"  by  the  high  school  bands,  with  Mrs.  Charles  Stearns  as  the 
soloist. 

Following  the  ceremonies  at  Independence  Hall,  the  women  speak- 
ers and  other  distinguished  guests  went  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Earle  at 
Haverford.  where  she  and  the  members  of  the  Women's  Committee 
received  the  visitors.  The  automobiles  in  which  the  women  rode  were 
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escorted  by  motorcycle  police,  who  cleared  a  way  through  traffic  with 
sirens  blowing. 

From  Mrs.  Earle's  home,  the  women  motored  tu  Stenton  Mansion, 
in  North  Philadelphia,  where  Mrs.  Stacy  B.  Lloyd.  President  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  members  of  this  organiza- 
tion, conducted  them  through  that  beautiful  and  historic  old  house. 
They  then  visited  the  home  of  Airs.  Roljert  McLean,  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, in  Afontgoniery  Count}',  where  tea  was  served.  A  visit  followed 
to  the  beautiful  gardens  of  Mrs.  Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt  and  Miss  Caro- 
line Sinkler,  also  in  Fort  Washington. 

Returning  to  Philadelphia  in  the  evening,  the  women  visitors  were 
honored  with  a  dinner  in  the  Acorn  Club,  arranged  b}'  Mrs.  Llo}-d  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Hrinton  Coxe.  Here  they  discussed  the  formation  of  a  per- 
manent organization  to  be  known  as  the  \\ dmen's  Constitution  Conmiit- 
tee  of  1938.  A  meeting  of  the  women  present  was  suggested  by  2\Irs. 
Good,  rej^resentative  of  the  governor  of  Xew  York,  at  the  New  York 
World's  Fair  on  June  20,  1939,  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  such  an 
organization. 

The  impressiveness  of  the  women's  program  is  described  in  this  ex- 
cerpt from  the  letter  of  ]\Irs.  Elkins,  representative  of  the  governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  to  Mrs.  Ketterer,  after  the  former's  return  to  lier 
native  State. 

"I  cannot  tell  you  what  it  meant  to  be  present  at  your  cere- 
mony in  Philadelphia,"  Mrs.  Elkins  wrote.  "I  can  never  forget 
it.  It  seemed  to  me  that  a  nation  was  reborn  there  and  that  we 
were  a  part  of  the  rebirth." 

It  appears  fitting,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  was  the  first  time 
that  women  had  conducted  a  state  program  in  honor  of  the  Constitution, 
that  the  full  membership  of  the  committee  be  listed. 

Besides  Mrs.  Earle  and  Mrs.  Ketterer,  the  members  cf  the  WUmen's 
Committee  included  : 


Mrs.  Edward  Adams 

Mrs.  Bessie  Dobson  Altemus 

Mrs.  Richard  Beamish 

Mrs.  George  H.  Beck 

Mrs.  Francis  Biddle 

Mrs.  Arthur  Block 

Mrs.  Curtis  Bok 

I\Irs.  George  H.  lirown 

Mrs.  Edward  Browning 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Cantrell 

Airs.  Charles  Carpenter 

Mrs.  Oswald  Chew 


Mrs.  LIenr\-  llrinton  Co.xe 
Airs.  Ji ihn  1 '.  1)( >rrance 
Mrs.  Michael  Francis  Do  vie 
Mrs.  Edgar  P.  Earle 
Miss  Gertrude  Ely 
Airs.  Francis  I.  Easy 
Mrs.  Samuel  S.  Eels 
Airs.  N.  Alyers  hitler 
John  A.  Frick 
Joseph  P.  Gafifney 
Thomas  S.  Gates 
Herbert  F.  Goodrich 


Airs 
Airs 
Airs 
Mrs 
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Mrs.  Albert  M.  Greenfield 

Miss  Laura  C.  Haines 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hart 

Mrs.  J.  Bertram  Hervey 

Miss  Ellen  Gowen  Hood 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Howe 

Mrs.  John  Jacobs 

Mrs.  Horace  M.  Jones 

Mrs.  John  B.  Kelly 

Mrs.  A.  Atwater  Kent 

Mrs.  William  B.  Kugler 

Mrs.  Stacy  B.  Lloyd 

Mrs.  George  H.  Lorimer 

Mrs.  Matthew  H.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Miss  Anne  McCormick 

Mrs.  Vance  McCormick 

Mrs.  J.  Earle  McGee 

Mrs.  Edgar  S.  McKaig 

Miss  Mary  Willis  McKenzie 

Mrs.  Robert  McLean 

Mrs.  J.  Hector  McNeal 

Mrs.  Phih'p  T.  Meredith 


Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller 
Mrs.  Frederic  M.  Paist 
Mrs.  A.  Mitchell  Palmer 
Mrs.  Fred  M.  Perry 
Mrs.  Daniel  A.  Poling 
Mrs.  Humbert  Burton  Powell 
Mrs.  William  Mann  Prizer 
Mrs.  Archibald  F.  Rader 
Mrs.  Thaddeus  Rich 
Mrs.  I.  R.  Schoonmaker 
Mrs.  Cornelius  D.  Scully 
Mrs.  Frank  Smith 
Mrs.  Meade  Smith 
Mrs.  Morton  E.  Snellenburg 
Mrs.  Maurice  J.  Speiser 
Mrs.  Francis  R.  Strawbridge 
Mrs.  Robert  von  Aloschzisker 
Mrs.  L.  Chandler  Williams 
Mrs.  George  F.  Wilson 
Mrs.  S.  Davis  Wilson 
Mrs.  Samuel  Woodward 


Chapter  XXIV 


THE  CRISPUS  ATTUCKS  PAGEANT— JUNE  20 

On  the  evening  of  June  20  there  was  another  event  unitiui  in  city 
and  State  history — a  program  given  entirely  hy  the  members  of  the 
Negro  race  in  tribute  to  the  liberty  it  enjoys  under  our  Constitution. 
This  tribute  was  manifested  in  the  presentation  of  a  spectacular  his- 
torical pageant  in  the  Philadelphia  Convention  Hall,  on  34th  Street 
below  Spruce  Street,  close  by  the  west  bank  of  the  Schuylkill  River. 

The  beauty  of  the  pageant,  a  musical  drama  of  the  life  of  Crispus 
Attucks,  in  three  episodes,  with  a  cast  of  100,  was  enhanced  by  a  choir 
of  200  Negro  spiritual  singers.  It  presented  a  sweeping  jjanorama 
which  touchinglv  depicted  the  period  from  the  enslavement  of  the  race 
to  the  freedom  and  equality  it  enjoys  in  America  toda}'. 

The  pageant  portrayed  the  heroism  of  Attucks.  a  Negro  martyr 
who  was  slain  on  March  5,  1770,  in  the  Boston  Massacre,  and  who  is 
regarded  by  historians  to  have  been  the  first  man  to  fall  in  the  cause 
of  the  American  Revolution.  Attucks  was  born  in  Framingham,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  his  death  in  the  massacre  was  one  of  the  five  deaths 
which  further  stirred  the  C(ili)nists  in  their  resentment  of  the  tyranny 
of  the  British  king,  which  culminated  in  the  war  for  freedom  four 
years  later. 

Dr.  John  P.  Turner,  Negro  surgeon  of  Philadeljihia,  and  nienil)er 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  that  cit_\-,  served  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  this  event.  He  was  assisted  by  Mr.  \\'.  Franklin 
Hoxter,  as  musical  director  of  the  spiritual  singers,  and  Mr.  J.  Thomas 
Butler,  a  Federal  Theatre  project  actor,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Negro  race  on  the  stage.  Mr.  Butler  wrote  the  Crispus  Attucks  pag- 
eant and  portrayed  the  title  role. 

The  event  began  at  7:30  P.  M.  with  a  parade  from  22(1  Street  and 
Benjamin  Franklin  Parkway.  The  parade  moved  south  on  22d  Street,  to 
Market,  to  34th  Street,  and  thence  to  Convention  I  hdl. 

Uniformed  members  of  the  Charles  Young  Company,  No.  27,  United 
Spanish  War  Veterans ;  the  George  Bratcher  Post,  No.  3614,  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars ;  the  Colonel  Charles  Young  Post,  No.  682,  American 
Legion;  the  Quaker  City  Lodge  of  Elks,  No.  720:  the  O.  \\  Catto  Lodge 
of  Elks,  the  Holly  Briggs  Post,  \  eterans  of  Foreign  Wars  :  the  Leon 
Spencer  Reid  Post,  No.  547,  American  Legion :  the  Pyramid  Temple 
Shriners,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  Workl,  and  other 
Negro  civic  groups  to  the  number  of  2000  marched  in  the  parade,  with 
Vice-commander  C.  D.  \\'aller,  of  the  Crispus  Attucks  Post,  American 
Legion,  as  marshal. 

(197) 
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The  paraders.  with  a  number  of  bands  in  hne,  made  an  inspiring 
picture  as  they  walked  through  the  entrance  of  Convention  Hall  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  huge  auditorium.  The  color  guards  of  each  uni- 
formed grouji  marched  forward  to  the  stage  and  formed  a  phalanx  of  the 
flags  of  the  Xation  and  of  their  organization. 

Nearly  10.000  persons  of  lioth  the  white  and  Negro  races  were 
in  the  auditorium  as  Dr.  Turner  (.pened  the  speaking  program,  which 
preceded  the  musical  drama  and  spiritual  singing.  The  speakers  were 
Judge  Frank  Smith,  the  Regional  Chairman,  ]\Ir.  Alljert  AI.  Greenfield, 
the  State  Chairman ;  Honorable  Harry  A.  Macke}',  former  flavor  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  W.  Bagnell,  rector  of  St.  Thomas 
Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurch,  oldest  colored  Episcopal  church  in  the 
Nation. 

"We  have  assembled  tonight,'"  Dr.  Turner  said,  "to  celebrate 
one  of  the  most  far  reaching  events  in  American  history.  C)ne 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  the  greatest  document  ever  drafted 
by  man,  except  the  Holy  Scripture,  had  its  birth — the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

"In  connection  with  the  gigantic  celebration  atithorized  by 
the  Commonwealth  cjf  Pennsylvania,  we  as  Negro  citizens  are 
assembled  here  tonight  to  see  dramatized  the  event  that  started 
our  beloved  country  i!n  its  road  to  freedom. 

"Crispus  Attucks  was  the  first  man  to  shed  his  l)lood  for 
American  independence  and  his  death  blazed  the  wav  for  the  birth 
of  the  Nation  you  and  1  love." 

Judge  Smith,  in  welcoming  the  assemblage,  saifl : 

"No  matter  what  criticism  we  may  hear  of  our  own  Nation, 
we  are  aware  that  here  more  than  an_\-where  else  in  the  world  is 
there  personal  freedom  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

"Tonight  we  make  kn(.wn  to  man\'  of  om"  people  facts  of  a 
great  American  patri(,t  who  died  that  his  white  Colonial  brothers 
might  be  inspired  to  strike  for  liberty.  The  news  of  the  death 
of  Crispus  Attucks  and  his  four  white  co-patriots  had  much  to 
do  with  bringing  to  a  head  the  \\  ar  for  Inde]:)endence. 

"If  we  ever  ff.rget  what  sacrifices  of  life  and  jn'operty  were 
made  by  the  founders  of  the  Nation  and  others  under  the  Ameri- 
can form  of  go\'ernment  so  that  we  may  be  a  free  people,  li\'ing 
in  peace  and  security,  then  the  future  of  this  Nation  is  fraught 
with  danger. 

"It  needs  the  memory  of  men  like  Crispus  Attucks  in  times 
of  peace  to  keep  alive  that  torch  of  patriotism  for  his  country 
that  he  handed  to  us  as  he  fell  in  1770.  He  was  a  noble  soul, 
a  true  American  and  a  brave  man." 

Mr.  Greenfield  extended  the  welcome  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consti- 
tution Commemoration  Committee  and  urged  the  Negroes  of  America 
to  cherish  highly  the  liberty  that  is  granted  to  them  by  the  Constitution. 
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"You,  more  than  any  other  peoples  within  our  gates."  he  said, 
"appreciate  the  worth  of  the  freedom  that  this  great  document 
guarantees  you.  It  is  you  that  we  must  look  upon  as  one  of  the 
liuKvarks  of  that  liberty. 

"You,  people  of  the  Negro  race,  must  be  ever  on  your  guard 
against  any  who  would  lead  you  from  the  institutions  and  the 
form  of  government  that  promises  you  and  all  Americans,  equal 
opportunity  in  the  pursuit  of  life,  H])erty  and  happiness." 

Former  Mayor  Mackey,  who  was  to  meet  his  d-.-ath  a  few  months 
after  this  celebration,  described  the  achievements  of  the  Negro  race 
in  America,  touching  on  Booker  T.  Washington's  contribution  tO'  the 
Nation,  and  urged  his  listeners  to  be  ever  mindful  of  the  sacrifice  that 
Crisinis  Attucks  made  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

Dr.  Bagnell  outlined  the  achievements  of  Negroes  in  American  his- 
tory, among  them  Nino,  the  pilot  of  Colnmlnis'  "Santa  Maria";  Matt 
Henson,  Peary's  aide  on  the  voyage  of  discoverv  to  the  North  Pole; 
and  Benjamin  Bemieker,  who  assisted  the  French  designer  of  the  city 
of  Washington. 

"The  Negro  can,  as  a  matter  of  right,  say:  'This  is  my  Coun- 
try,' "  he  said.  "With  indomitable  courage  and  unswerving  faith 
he  waits  and  works  for  the  days  which  must  come — when  in  fact 
as  well  as  theory  ours  shall  be  the  land  where  every  man  shall 
find  freedom  and  full  (i])]iortunit\'." 

With  the  closing  of  the  speaking  ])rogram,  the  choir,  with  Mr. 
Hoxter  at  the  organ,  sang  stirring  fdlk  songs  of  the  race,  and  the 
musical  drama  of  Crispus  Attucks  began.  C^>lorfully  costumed,  the 
choir  portrayed  in  song  and  act  the  story  of  the  happier  days  of  the 
race.  Then  the  Spirit  of  Slavery  came  upon  them  and  condemned  them 
tO'  a  thdu.sand  \  ears  of  servitude.  Tlic  lament  of  the  race  was  sung  by 
the  choir,  while  an  actor,  in  tattered  raiment  and  shackles,  slowly 
moved  across  the  huge  stage  with  the  cross  of  his  race,  symbolic  of  the 
loss  of  freedom,  upon  his  shoulders.    This  ended  the  first  episode. 

The  second  part  of  the  pageant  began  with  the  choir  invisible  in 
the  orcliestra  i>il  below  the  stage  level. 

Miss  America  and  her  Court,  portrayed  1)y  white  actors  of  the 
Ferleral  Theatre  Project,  were  pictured  as  weighing  the  protests  of 
the  colonies  against  the  tyranny  of  George  IIP  Crispus  Attucks,  as 
portrayed  bv  Mr.  Butler  attired  in  Colmiial  garb,  came  before  Miss 
America  with  his  co-patriots.  In  an  impassioned  plea,  Attucks  avowed 
his  willingness  to  sacrifice  his  very  life  against  tyranny  and  asked  that 
Miss  America  free  him  of  the  accusation  of  treason  to  the  king.  The 
verdict  (if  I'rt't'dom  ended  this  scene. 
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In  the  final  scene  of  the  pageant,  the  Boston  Massacre  was  re- 
enacted,  with  the  picturing  of  the  slaying  of  Attucks  and  his  fellow 
patriots  by  red-coated  British  soldiers.  Between  the  scenes,  the  choir 
rendered  other  N])iritual.s  and  the  close  of  the  pageant  was  marked  by 
the  entire  asseml)lage  singing  the  national  anthem. 


Chapter  XXV 


THE  CONSTITUTION  RATIFICATION 
STAMP— JUNE  21 

The  intense  patriotic  fervor  which  characterized  the  Philadelphia 
observance  of  the  birthday  of  the  Constitution  was  communicated  to  stamp 
collectors  who  attended  the  first  sale  of  the  special  issue  of  the  United 
States  Constitution  Ratification  Commemorative  Stamps  on  June  21, 
1938. 

Through  the  efiforts  of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Committee, 
Postmaster  General  James  A.  Farley  ordered  the  stamps  to  be  placed 
on  sale  first  at  the  Philadelphia  Post  Office,  even  though  other  States 
sought  this  honor.  Postmaster  Joseph  F.  Gallagher,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  in  charge  of  arrangements  for  the 
stamp  sale.  He  obtained  the  permission  of  Mayor  Wilson,  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  open  a  sub-post  office,  for  the  sale  of  the  commemorative 
stamps,  in  Old  Congress  Hall,  at  the  Sixth  and  Chestnut  Streets  corner 
of  the  Independence  .Hall  group. 

This  was  the  first  time  in  history  that  Congress  Hall  or  any  build- 
ing in  the  Independence  Hall  group  had  been  used  for  this  purpose. 

The  post  office  front,  which  had  been  used  in  the  Franklin  Institute 
sale  of  special  Franklin  stamps,  at  its  dedication  ceremonies  in  May, 
was  loaned  to  the  Committee  and  placed  in  Congress  Hall. 

A  special  cachet*  for  envelopes  mailed  at  the  sub-post  office  was 
designed  by  Mr.  Alfred  Bendiner,  under  the  auspices  of  Philadelphia 
Chapter,  No.  18,  American  Philatelic  Society.  This  was  a  replica  of  the 
Libertv  Bell  in  outline,  with  the  wording  over  the  bell  reading:  "Phila- 
delphia 1788— June  21,  1938." 

Inside  the  outline  of  the  l^ell  was  a  drawing  of  Indei_)endence  Hall, 
and  immediately  beneath  it  the  wording  "Independence  Hall — 150th 
Birthday,  United  States  Constitution."  Below  the  clapper  of  the  bell 
were  the  words  "Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Commit- 
tee." In  redrafting  the  original  drawing  of  the  cachet  to  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  an  error  was  made  in  the  date 
over  the  bell.  It  read  "1778"  instead  of  "1788."  This  was  not  dis- 
covered until  shortly  before  the  sub-post  office  was  to  close  at  4.00 
P.  M.  on  the  afternoon  of  June  21,  and  could  not  be  corrected.  It 
served,  however,  to  add  somewhat  to  the  interest  displayed  in  first  day 
covers  by  collectors. 

The  sale  of  the  commemorative  stamps  at  the  sub-post  office  opened 
at  9.00  A.  M.  with  Postmaster  Gallagher  officiating.  The  first  sheet  of 
stamps  was  purchased  by  Miss  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Morris,  daughter  of 

*  The  cachet  is  reproduced  in  the  appendix. 
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Colonel  Robert  Morris,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  the  signer  of  the 
Constitution. 

From  the  center  of  this  sheet,  fourteen  stamps  were  taken  and 
presented  to  (jovernor  Earle,  who  had  instructed  tliat  one  be  mailed 
from  the  sub-post  office,  with  first  day  cancellation  markings,  to  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  and  each  of  the  governors  of  the  Thirteen  Original  States. 
These  were  sent  with  personal  letters  from  Governor  Earle. 

In  an  aj^j^rojiriate  ceremony,  the  remaining  stamps  in  the  first  sheet 
were  turned  over  tO'  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  Ray  M. 
Weber  and  were  deposited  in  the  State  Archives  at  Flarrisljurg.  Miss 
VMcn  Nixon  Wain  Morris,  younger  daughter  of  Colonel  Morris,  pur- 
chased the  next  three  sheets  of  stamps  for  Mrs.  Earle,  wife  of  the 
Governor. 

The  stamps  were  in  sheets  of  fifty  each,  and  the  fifth,  sixth  and 
seventh  sheets  sold  at  the  sub-post  office  were  purchased  by  Mr. 
Greenfield,  the  State  Chairman.  The  Commemoration  Committee, 
thrf)Ugh  the  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman,  bought  the  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  sheets. 

As  a  symbol  of  the  Governor's  gift  of  a  commemorative  stamp  to 
the  President  and  to  the  governors  of  the  Thirteen  Original  States, 
fourteen  homing  pigeons  were  released  from  Independence  Square  a  few 
minutes  after  the  sale  opened.  The  pigeons  were  obtained  from  Mr. 
Frank  W.  D'(  )lier,  of  Moorestown,  N.  J.,  and  in  aluminum  pellets, 
affixed  to  their  legs,  a  stamp  was  placed.  The  pigeons  were  housed  in  a 
specially  constructed  loft  inside  the  Constitutional  Arch  erected  over  the 
speakers'  dais  in  Independence  Square. 

Hetty  Pent,  a  young  granddaughter  of  Postmaster  Gallagher,  pulled 
the  cord  which  oj^ened  the  loft  door.  For  a  moment,  the  pigeons  blinked 
at  the  sunlight,  then  with  a  whir  of  wings,  were  off  into  the  sky. 

A  line  of  collectors  anfl  others  interested  in  the  new  stamps  had 
formed  at  Congress  Hall  long  before  the  sub-post  office  was  opened. 
As  the  day  wore  fui,  the  stam]i  purchasers  increased  in  numbers,  so 
that  Congress  Flail  was  crowded  to  the  doors. 

The  work  of  stamping  the  special  caclwt  on  the  envelopes  mailed 
at  the  sub-post  office  was  clone  by  three  persons  engaged  by  the  Com- 
memoration Committee. 

Meanwhile,  at  Convention  Hall,  where  a  philatelic  conference  was  be- 
ing held,  the  commemorative  stamps  were  placed  on  sale  at  11.00  A.  M., 
while  in  the  other  post  offices  throughout  the  city,  the  sale  began  simul- 
taneously with  that  at  the  Congress  Hall  sub-office. 

At  Congress  Hall,  from  9.00  A.  M.  to  4.00  P.  M.,  fifty-eight  thou- 
sand, two  hundred  and  eighty-six  of  the  stamps  were  sold,  while  the  first 
(lav  sales  throughout  the  city  totaled  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred  and  ninety-two.  A  total  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three  envelopes  received  the 
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first  day  cancellation  marks  and  approximately  fifty  thousand  covers 
were  stamped  with  the  Committee's  cachet,  which  was  obtainable  only 
at  the  Congress  Hall  station. 

Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones,  the  Assistant  to  the  State  Chairman,  ])repared  a 
set  of  ten  envelopes,  bearing  a  special  inscription  describing  the  first  sale 
of  the  stam])s.  Each  also  bore  a  replica  of  the  old  State  seal,  used  on 
all  of  the  Committee's  programs.  The  envelopes  were  mailed  at  the 
sul)-p()st  oflice,  receiving  the  first  day  cancellation  marks  and  an 
imprint  of  the  Committee's  cachet.  They  were  autographed  by  Mr. 
Jcnes  and  sent  to  a  small  group  of  i)rominent  Americans,  including 
President  Roosevelt  and  Governor  Earle.* 

The  commemorative  stamp  was  .34  by  1.44  inches  wide,  and  was  ar- 
ranged horizontally .t  It  was  printed  in  purple.  The  central  design 
was  a  reproduction  of  a  Colonial  type  courthouse,  with  two  horsemen 
in  the  foreground,  one  in  the  act  of  mounting,  the  other  galloping  away 
with  news  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution.  In  the  upper  left 
half  of  the  stamp  was  the  wording  "THE  STATES  RATIFY  THE 
CONSTITUTION  17K8,"  arranged  in  three  lines  in  dark  Roman  type. 
In  a  similar  ]:>osition  at  the  right  was  the  wording:  "LINITED  STATES 
POSTAGE  1938."  In  rectangular  shaped  ])anels,  with  a  dark  back- 
ground, at  the  center  of  the  lower  edge  of  the  stanij),  was  the  wording: 
"TIIREE  CENTS."    The  issue  con.sisted  of  sixty  million  stamps. 

The  design  of  the  stamp,  by  Mr.  Victor  J.  McCloskey,  Jr.,  of  the  Post 
Office  Dejiartment  at  Washington,  was  symbolic  of  the  dispatch  of 
riders  from  the  Cajiitol  at  Xew  Hampshire  with  news  of  the  Ratification 
of  the  Con.stitution  on  June  21,  1788.  The  engraving  of  the  jMcture  in 
the  stam])  was  ])v  Mr.  Matthew  I).  Fenton  and  the  letter  engraving  by 
Mr.  D.  W  ells. 

Stamp  publications  throughout  the  Nation  carried  descriptions  of 
the  stamj)  and  of  the  program  arranged  by  the  Committee  to  honor  the 
first  sale,  and  considerable  interest  was  created  in  stamp  circles  in  the 
Pennsylvania  observance  of  the  birthday  f)f  the  Constitution. 

*  One  of  these  envelopes  is  reproduced  in  the  appendix, 
t  The  stamp  is  reproduced  in  the  appendi.x. 


Chapter  XXVI 


THE  RATIFICATION  DAY  CEREMONIES- 
INDEPENDENCE  HALL    JUNE  21 

As  the  in  Independence  Hall  chimed  the  Imur  of  1  :()0  P.  AI. 
on  Tuesday,  June  21,  1938,  twenty-one  guns  hoonied  in  W  ashington 
Square,  opposite  the  historic  cradle  of  xAmerican  liberty.  And,  as  the 
reverberations  of  this  national  gun  salute,  fired  by  the  Howitzer  Com- 
pany of  the  111th  Infantry,  Pennsylvania  Xaticmal  (juarcl,  died  away 
against  the  tall  mid-town  buildings,  Philadelphia  opened  its  (ibservance 
of  "Ratification  Day"  in  Independence  Square. 

Throughout  the  city,  at  that  moment,  whistles  on  industrial  plants 
were  blown,  church  bells  were  rung  and  every  tnilley.  bus  and  subway 
train  operated  b\-  the  Philadelphia  Rajiid  Transit  Company  paused 
as  a  reminder  td  the  citizenry,  unable  to  attend  the  exercises  in  Independ- 
ence Square,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  before,  on  June  21,  1788, 
New  Hampshire,  as  the  ninth  and  enabling  State,  had  ratified  the  Con- 
stitution and  given  our  Nation  a  ]i]ace  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

The  city  was  in  gala  attire.  Stores  were  decorated  with  bunting 
and  flags  were  on  display  everywhere  in  accordance  with  ( lovernor 
Earle's  proclamation  of  April  28,  calling  for  citizens  to  mark  the  an- 
niversary.* School  children  had  been  given  a  holiday  by  the  Hoard  of 
Education  and  some  business  houses  closed  for  the  afternoon,  while 
others  extended  the  lunch  period  of  their  employes  to  all(.)w  them  to  wit- 
ness the  Independence  Sfpiare  ceremonies. 

Fully  seventy-five  hundred  persons  crowded  the  .square  and  the 
setting  was  one  of  great  beauty. 

The  speakers'  stand,  the  .same  used  by  the  Women's  Committee 
the  da}'  before,  was  crowded  with  cit}'.  State  and  national  figures, 
among  them  the  foreign  consuls  at  Philadelphia  and  their  retinues. 

On  the  dais  sat  Governor  George  H.  Earle.  the  Honorable  Sumner 
Welles,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Congressman  Sol  Bloom,  the  Director 
General  of  the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission, 
Mr.  Albert  Al.  Greenfield,  the  State  Chairman,  who  presided  at  the 
exercises:  Judge  Frank  Smith,  the  regional  chairman;  Ca])tain  W.  L. 
Beck,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Lieutenant  E.  E.  Paro,  C  S.  N.,  who  re])resented 
Admiral  Wat  T.  Cluverius,  of  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  and  Airs. 
Earle.  One  seat  remained  vacant  as  the  program  began,  tliis  being 
reserved  for  United  States  Senator  James  J.  Davis,  of  Penn.sylvania, 
who  had  attended  graduation  exercises  of  his  son  at  Princeton  L^ni- 
versity  that  morning. 


*  A  copy  of  this  proclamation  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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The  Floral  Flag,  erected  by  the  Women's  Committee,  still  remained 
in  place,  giving  an  additional  touch  of  color  to  the  setting.  The  flow- 
ers were  as  beautiful  as  at  the  moment  of  the  unveiling  twenty-four 
hours  before,  for  those  which  had  wilted  during  the  night  had  been 
replaced  by  fresh  carnations. 

In  the  broad  path  forming  the  center  of  Independence  Square,  row 
upon  row  of  chairs  had  been  placed.  These  extended  as  far  as  the  Com- 
modore John  Barry  Statue,  and  in  them  sat  hundreds  of  men  and  women, 
while  in  the  bypaths  skirting  the  expansive  lawns  on  either  side  of 
the  center  path  were  hundreds  of  other  persons,  unable  to  find  seats, 
but  willing  to  stand  while  Philadelphia  gave  voice  to  its  loyalty  to  the 
Constitution. 

Immediately  in  front  of  the  speakers'  dais,  seated  in  chairs  arranged 
in  the  shape  of  a  horseshoe,  were  the  blue-uniformed  members  of  the 
band  of  the  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company,  with  their  leader. 
Lieutenant  Albert  W.  Eckenroth,  in  white,  standing  on  a  small  platform 
in  the  hollow  of  the  horseshoe. 

Seated  near  the  west  end  of  the  speakers'  stand,  four  abreast,  were  the 
sixteen  members  of  the  flag  unit  of  the  Veteran  (juard,  Third  Regiment 
Infantry,  their  emblematic  flags  of  American  history  flapping  in  the 
gentle  breeze.  Immediately  behind  them  were  seated  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Veteran  Guard  in  the  same  cohjrful  uniforms  they  had  worn 
at  the  Valley  Forge  ceremonies.  The  guard  had  marched  down  Chest- 
nut Street  to  the  square  from  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel,  which  it  had 
made  its  headquarters  for  the  day. 

Ranged  along  the  front  of  the  speakers'  stand,  extending  west  of 
the  steps  leading  to  the  dais,  were  the  members  of  the  Veteran  Guard 
Band.  Along  the  front  of  the  stand  to  the  east  of  the  steps  were  seated 
the  youngsters  of  the  Bugle  and  Drum  Corps  of  the  Slook-Montague 
Post,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

Some  of  the  boys  in  the  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  which  was  led 
by  a  young  girl  drum  major  in  a  glistening  white  uniform  and  two 
uniformed  adult  members  of  the  veterans'  post,  were  only  seven  years 
old.  Their  youth  so  attracted  spectators  and  distinguished  guests  alike, 
that  Governor  Earle  asked  that  the  smallest  bugler  in  the  unit,  a  smiling 
boy  just  under  three  feet,  be  brought  to  the  speakers'  dais,  where  he 
remained  with  the  Governor  during  the  program. 

Over  the  entire  setting  beamed  the  brilliant  June  sun  which  had 
shone  undimmed  on  every  day  of  the  Philadelphia  observance.  On 
the  evening  of  June  21,  following  the  close  of  the  celebration,  the 
weather  changed  tO'  rain,  which  continued  for  several  days. 

The  "Ratification  Day"  ceremonies  were  not  only  heard  by  the  hun- 
dreds in  Independence  Square,  but  in  nearby  buildings  as  well,  through 
am]:)lifiers  which  had  been  placed  on  the  speakers'  stand  and  on  the 
Chestnut  Street  side  of  Independence  Hall.    Throughout  the  Nation, 
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over  the  network  of  the  ^Mutual  Broadcasting  System,  and  throughout 
the  Philadelphia  area,  over  several  local  radio  stations,  thousands  of 
other  Americans  heard  the  Independence  Square  program. 

Radio  also  brought  an  added  touch  to  the  program  from  Concord, 
the  capital  of  New  Hampshire.  Governor  Francis  P.  ]\Iurphy,  of  that 
State,  spoke  at  the  invitation  cf  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Committee,  and  his  voice  was  heard  by  the  Independence 
Square  audience  over  the  amplifiers  there,  as  well  as  over  the  national 
network  of  the  ^ilutual  S_\  steni. 

The  program*  was  opened  by  the  State  Chairman's  address  of 
welcome. 

'"Fellow  Pennsylvanians,"  said  ^Ir.  Greenfield,  "we  meet  to- 
day at  this  Shrine  of  Libert}'  to  honor  the  establishment  of  this 
Nation  under  the  Constitution.  One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago, 
at  the  exact  moment  these  ceremonies  began,  New  Hampshire 
breathed  life  into  that  immortal  document  and  made  it  the  law 
of  the  land.  It  is  fitting  that  our  tribute  to  this  great  event  be  paid 
at  this  hallowed  spot.  Here  our  liberty  was  cradled,  here  that 
great  instrument  of  government  for  free  men  was  first  given  to 
the  world,  and  here  the  very  foundations  of  our  Nation  were  laid. 

"Time  has  not  dimmed  these  achievements,  for  as  long  as  men 
are  free  they  will  pay  tribute  to  them  and  to  the  men  who  wrought 
them.  Our  tribute  today  is  more  than  homage  to  the  past,  it  is 
a  rededication  of  ourselves  to  those  great  principles  of  govern- 
ment and  of  liberty  given  to  us  within  these  scared  walls.  It  is 
with  that  thought  that  Pennsylvania,  the  birthplace  of  our  in- 
dependence, salutes  the  Nation  on  this  inspiring  anniversary'.  The 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  bids  wel- 
come to  you  and  to  the  thousands  of  unseen  Americans  who  are 
joining  with  us  in  these  ceremonies." 

As  the  State  Chairman  closed  his  welcome,  the  Transit  Company 
Band  played  the  ''Sousa  ^Nlarch."  ]\Ir.  Greenfield  then  presented  Gov- 
ernor Earle  as  the  "First  Citizen  of  the  Commonwealth — a  man  who  by 
his  liberalism  and  belief  in  freedom  has  won  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens." 

Governor  Earle  declared : 

"On  this  occasion  it  is  fitting  and  proper  that  we  give  thought 
not  only  to  the  greatness  of  our  past,  but  also  to  the  promise  of 
our  future. 

"For  a  century  and  a  half  our  Constitution  has  survived  the 
tests  of  vast  geographical  expansion,  of  new  conditions  demanding 
new  policies,  because  our  Founding  Fathers  launched  with  it  their 
own  dreams  of  the  future — drafting  it  not  only  for  their  immedi- 
ate needs  but  for  the  great  future  nation  they  en\'isioned  for 
their  children.    We  may  well  take  time  when  such  an  occasion  as 


*  A  complete  program  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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this  arises  to  consider  not  only  Imw  well  our  Constitution  has 
served  us  during  the  past  one  huncU'ed  and  fifty  years,  hut  also 
how  well  it  will  serve  us  and  nur  posterity  in  the  years  ahead. 

■'I  am  confident  that  it  will  continue  to  guide  their  course 
through  these  confing  years,  that  it  will  remain  enshrined  in  the 
hearts  of  our  children  as  in  our  own  hearts  hecause  of  the  guaranty 
of  liberty  and  free  government  which  it  embodies.  Our  Consti- 
tution has  not  grown  old  because  it  is  designed  to  be  sufficiently 
flexible  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  growing  nation  and  because  it  is 
so  constructed  that  it  has  grown  with  the  Xation. 

"Because  our  children  will  inherit  the  benefits  of  a  free  gov- 
ernment which  this  great  instrument  guarantees,  the  Pennsylvania 
Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  had  conducted  a  state- 
wide essay  contest  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  a 
part  of  this  observance.  Scholarships  to  institutions  of  higher 
learning  were  offered  to  these  young  people  who  exactly  explained 
just  what  the  Constitution  means  to  the  youth  of  today.  From 
the  nine  thousand  pupils  graduating  this  year  from  the  Common- 
wealth's secondar\-  schools,  four  girls  and  one  young  man  have 
emerged  as  winners.  They  are  here  today  and  I  want  to  ofl:'er 
them  my  heartfelt  congratulations  as  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, as  well  as  the  congratulations  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Committee. 

"This  contest  gave  to  all  competitors  an  opportunity  to  under- 
stand the  deeper  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  winners 
an  opportunity  to  gain  a  higher  education.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  at  this  time  to  present  these  scholarshi])s  so  richly  earned 
to  the  winners." 

As  Governor  Earle  made  this  announcement,  the  five  scholarship 
winners,  who  had  been  escorted  to  Indei)endence  Hall  after  spending  the 
morning  in  continuing  their  tour  of  points  of  interests,  arose  from  their 
seats  on  the  speakers'  stand  and  came  forward. 

The  Governor  addressed  each  of  them  by  name — Charlotte  Anne  Mc- 
Guire,  Bertha  Greenberg,  Sylvia  Greenberg,  Frances  Parry,  and  Donald 
Stephen  Williams,  handing  them  a  certificate  of  award  of  their  scholar- 
ship prizes. 

As  the  scholarship  winners  returned  to  their  seats.  Governor  Earle 
once  more  turned  to  the  audience  and  said : 

"Today  we  mark  the  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution by  New  Hampshire  of  June  21,  1788.  It  is  most  ap- 
jjropriate  therefore,  that  the  governor  of  that  renowned  and 
beautiful  State  join  with  us,  the  Keystone  State,  in  commemo- 
rating that  historic  event.  And,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present 
the  Honorable  Francis  P.  Murphy,  (jovernor  of  New  Hampshire, 
speaking  to  vou  from  Concord,  New  Hampshire." 

Governor  ]Murphy's  voice  came  to  the  Independence  Square  audience 
a  split  minute  later,  bell-like  in  clearness.    His  participation  in  the  pro- 
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gram  was  a  moA'ing  tribute  to  the  progress  that  had  marked  the  growth 
of  the  Nation  since  that  day  in  1788  when  New  Hampshire  ratified  the 
Constitution.  Word  of  the  ratification  had  not  spread  to  the  Nation 
until  weeks  later.  Now,  Governor  Murphy's  words  were  heard  through- 
out the  land  at  the  moment  he  uttered  them. 

Governor  Murphy  praised  Pennsylvania  for  the  lead  it  had  taken  in 
the  commemoration  of  the  Constitution,  and  told  of  the  celebration 
held  that  day  in  New  Hampshire. 

"It  is  a  particularly  great  day  for  New  Hampshire,"  he  said, 
in  part,  "and  for  this  fine  old  city  of  Concord,  gay  with  flags  and 
bunting  where  thousands  of  people  liave  gathered  to  celebrate  one 
of  the  most  significant  dates  in  all  our  long  history.  The  pro- 
gram of  commemorative  exercises  began  early  this  morning  when 
I  met  with  a  great  group  of  school  children  and  others  on  the 
hallowed  grounds  which  mark  the  site  of  Old  Mark  Meeting 
House.  There,  at  1  :00  o'clock  exactly,  on  the  twenty-first  day 
of  June,  1788,  the  New  Hampshire  Convention  took  the  step 
which  formally  established  the  Federal  Constitution  and  made  its 
provisions  the  supreme  law  in  all  of  the  ratifying  States.  And 
as  I  stood  there  surrounded  by  that  sea  of  eager  young  faces 
and  as  I  heard  their  sweet  voices  singing  the  national  anthem, 
my  heart  filled  with  gratitude  to  the  men  of  the  Constitution 
Convention  at  Philadelphia  who  conceived  and  drafted  the  great 
charter  of  national  government  and  to  those  citizens  of  New 
Hampshire  and  the  other  States  who  adopted  it  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago,  and  who  maintained  it  during  all  these  years. 

"By  orations,  musical  festivals,  dancing,  and  costumes ;  elabo- 
rate pageants,  parades,  and  military  demonstrations — afoot  and  in 
the  air — by  radio,  dramas,  and  numerous  other  exercises  filling 
every  hour  of  this  day,  until  late  this  night  the  people  of  New 
Hampshire  are  giving  expression  to  the  happiness  they  feel. 

"From  every  heart  there  is  a  sending  to-  heaven  the  incense 
of  profound  thankfulness  to  God  for  the  light  of  inspiration  and 
for  the  courage  which  He  implanted  in  the  hearts  of  the  Found- 
ing Fathers  and  for  the  many  benefits  and  the  mercies  which  have 
been  showered  upon  our  country.  In  these  days,  when  there  are 
so  many  scofl:ers  and  so  many  critics  of  long  established  forms  and 
usages,  the  fact  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
endured  and  admirably  fitted  the  needs  of  a  great  nation  for  a 
century  and  a  half  is  an  achievement  of  such  magnitude  as  no  one 
can  disparage. 

"With  all  you  who  are  listening  to  my  words,  I  would  today 
join  in  fervent  praver  that  equall\-  well  in  the  next  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  the  Constitution  may  be  preserved,  strong  and 
inviolate  for  the  good  of  the  people  and  the  safety  and  happiness 
of  our  country  so  that  justice  and  freedom  of  thought  may  every- 
where reign  and  the  future  of  democracy  in  America  may  be 
secure." 
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Governor  Murphy,  in  Concord,  was  able  to  hear,  by  means  ol  the 
radio,  the  applause  and  thanks  of  the  State  Chairman  in  Independence 
Square  which  greeted  the  conclusion  of  his  address. 

Mr.  Welles,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  gained  world- 
wide recognition  for  his  diplomatic  achievements  in  our  relations  with 
our  Latin-American  neighbors,  was  then  introduced  by  the  State  Chair- 
man as  the  honor  speaker  of  the  day. 

Tall  and  slender,  Mr.  Welles  delivered  an  address,  "The  American 
Ideal,"  and  voiced  a  strong  ])lea  for  world  peace  and  a  preservation  for 
all  time  of  the  civil  rights  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution. 

He  said,  in  part : 

"During  these  past  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  through  the 
vision  of  the  men  who  framed  it,  the  Constitution  has  not  only 
preserved  intact  the  form  of  government  under  which  our  fathers 
chose  to  live,  but  it  has  kept  alive  and  unfaltering  the  flame  of 
the  American  ideal — the  freedom  of  the  individual  under  the  law. 

"The  influence  of  the  American  Constitution  and  of  the  con- 
ceptions which  it  contains  has  by  no  means  been  limited  to  its 
eflfect  upon  our  own  national  destiny.  It  was  unquestionably  the 
most  vital  force  in  the  advancement  of  human  liberties  during  the 
nineteenth  century.  The  people  of  the  United  States  too  often 
forget  that  of  the  other  twenty  American  re])ub]ics.  six  possess 
constitutions  closely  modeled  upon  that  of  the  United  States, 
seven  possess  constitutions  similar  to  ours  in  all  essential  ])rin- 
ciples,  and  only  one-third  of  the  American  democracies  have 
adopted  constitutions  which  ditTer  in  form  ])asically  from  our 
own.  In  the  determination  of  their  own  destinies,  peo])les  of 
varying  races  and  origins,  of  dilTerent  languages  and  cultures, 
naturally,  and  of  sovereign  right,  should  adopt  the  systems  and 
gcjvernment  which  they  believe  to  be  the  most  suited  to  their 
own  individual  needs  and  to  their  own  peculiar  recjuirements. 
It  is  all  the  more  significant,  therefore,  that,  in  this  New  World 
where  love  of  freedom,  of  individual  libertv  and  of  democracy — 
however  much  temporary  crises  may  seem  to  obscure  these  under- 
lying aspirations — remain  and  will  continue  to  remain  the  ideals  of 
all  of  our  independent  peoples,  the  spirit  of  the  United  States 
Constitution  should  have  inspired  the  national  charters  which  the 
great  majority  of  the  American  democracies  have  found  suited  to 
the  preservation  of  these  ideals. 

"Today  we  confront  a  sadl\-  troubled  and  a  tragic  world. 
International  law  is  being  increasingly  violated  ;  the  sanctity  of 
international  obligations  is  being  increasingl}'  disregarded.  Cruelty 
to  human  beings  which  would  have  been  incredible  even  a  decade 
ago  is  accepted  in  some  ]:)arts  of  the  earth  as  a  matter  of  course. 

"What  part  should  our  country  play?  Surely  it  is  essentiallv 
to  our  own  self-interest  as  a  people,  and  in  accordance  with  our 
proudest  natif»nal  tradition,  to  share,  through  peaceful  means  of 
co-operation,  in  the  urgent  task  which  confronts  all  nations,  of 
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endeavoring,  before  it  is  too  late,  to  bring  about  a  new  observance 
of  tlie  principles  of  international  law  and  of  humanity  upon  which 
the  continuation  of  modern  civilization  depends.  And,  no  less 
important,  we  here  within  this  country  can  keep  alive  and  un- 
impaired the  right  of  human  lilierty  bestowed  upon  us  in  oiir 
Constitution — as  a  beacon  to  all  the  world,  until  tlie  rule  of  justice 
and  reason  once  more  predominates  among  nations. 

"As  one  surveys  the  scene  of  today,  how  few  portions  outside 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere  seem  still  to  remain  where  the  right 
of  the  individual  tO'  worship  God  as  he  pleases,  and  the  right 
of  men  and  women  to  freedom  of  thought,  and  freedom  of  ex- 
pression yet  persist. 

"Those  civil  rights  guaranteed  by  our  Federal  Constitution 
form  the  greatest  safeguard  that  we,  the  American  people,  to- 
day possess.  To  preserve  them  inviolate  is  our  high  responsi- 
bility, and  the  o]:)portunity  which  we  are  aff(.)rded  to  demonstrate 
to  a  shaken  world  that  democracy  is  still  its  hope." 

Congressman  Bloom,  as  the  next  speaker,  addressed  the  assemblage 
on  "The  Establishment  of  the  Constitution."    He  said,  in  part : 

"The  twenty-first  day  of  June,  in  1788,  is  a  milestone  on  the 
long  and  rough  road  of  human  liberty.  It  marks  the  hour  when 
Americans,  after  suffering  many  disappointments  and  dangers, 
found  the  secret  of  a  more  perfect  union.  From  that  hour  the 
United  States  of  America  have  grown  more  and  more  i^owcrfnl 
among  nations. 

"From  that  day  to  this  the  history  of  the  United  States  has 
been  one  of  liberty  triumphant.  We  honor  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity when  we  celebrate  today  the  liirthday  of  the  more  perfect 
union  without  which  our  liberty  would  be  a  hopeless  dream. 
Throughout  the  shifting  time  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
when  nations  have  melted  like  sand,  the  rock  of  American  union 
has  withstood  the  battering  rams  of  accident  and  war,  and  to 
the  troubled  peoples  of  the  World  we  say  today,  base  your  union 
upon  the  rock  of  individual  liberty.  Hold  together  and  you  will 
be  saved." 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address.  Congressman  Bloom  presented 
gold  medals  of  honor,*  specially  cast  for  the  occasion  by  the  United 
States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission,  to  Governor  Earle, 
Mr.  Greenfield  and  judge  Smith  in  appreciation  of  their  work  in  the 
Pennsylvania  commemoration  of  the  Constitution. 

To  Governor  Earle,  Mr.  lUoom  said: 

"There  are  certain  duties  imposed  upon  us  at  times  that  are 
verv  pleasant  duties,  and  today  I  have  the  honor,  my  dear  Gov- 
ernor, to  present  to  von  on  ])ehalf  of  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion Sesquicentennial  Commission,  a  medal  of  appreciation  for 
the  great  work  that  has  ])een  done  under  your  supervision  in 
*  A  photograph  of  this  medal  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 
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staging  one  of  the  greatest  celebrations  of  one  of  the  greatest 
events  in  the  liistory  of  our  country." 

To  Mr.  Greenfield  and  Judge  Smith,  Mr.  Bloom  said : 

"Mr.  Greenfield,  I  know  the  trouble  that  you  have  been 
through.  I  know  what  it  means  to  have  a  celebration  of  this 
kind  and  I  want  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Constitution 
Sesquicentennial  Commission  and  the  Government,  we  are  ap- 
preciative of  your  great  work. 

"judge  Smith,  in  appreciation  of  your  work  in  bringing  about 
this  celebration,  the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial 
Commission  wishes  also  to  present  to  you  this  medal." 

Congressman  Bloom  was  followed  by  Judge  Smith,  who  in  his  ad- 
dress, "America — the  Bulwark  of  Freedom,"  said,  in  part: 

"Today  nearly  every  one  of  the  old  ruling  families  of  Europe 
is  in  the  discard  and  the  governments  are  under  the  control 
of  military  dictators.  Our  own  great  democracy  still  stands 
as  an  example  that  the  faith  of  our  forefathers  was  justified. 

"We  are  here  to  reaffirm  and  rededicate  our  loyalty  and  con- 
fidence in  the  American  form  of  government  and  to  make  known 
to  the  troubled  world  that  we  are  still  a  great  democratic  form 
of  government,  sound  and  strong,  satisfactory  to  the  great  cross 
section  of  our  citizens  unaftected  by  the  'isms'  of  Europe  and 
Asia.  Some  of  us  are  disturbed  at  times  by  the  utterances  and 
teachings  of  some  small  groups  to  the  ef¥ect  that  we  are  in  chang- 
ing times  and  that  we  must  pay  attention  to  new  ideas  in  the  air 
coming  from  governments  of  other  lands.  They  would  have  us 
adept  some  other  form  of  government  in  place  of  our  democracy 
which  has  given  us  peace  and  security  in  these  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years. 

"The  great  flaw  in  the  philosophy  of  the  proponents  of  foreign 
ideas  is  that  they  fail  to  recognize  the  great  difiference  between 
theories  and  practical  things.  They  fail  to  see  that  sub-divisions 
of  authority  responsible  to  a  smaller  group  of  their  own  selection 
ensures  a  greater  degree  of  personal  independence  and  security 
while  the  entire  control  of  a  government  placed  in  the  hands  of 
one  man  must  eventually  lead  to  despotism  and  slavery. 

"We  meet  today  to  rededicate  ourselves  to  the  principles  of 
democracy  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  to  do 
honor  to  those  great  characters  of  other  days  who  made  it  pos- 
sible. 

"May  we  ever  remain  loyal  to  those  principles,  and  may  we 
never  forget  the  founders  of  our  government  or  this  historic 
shrine  upon  which  we  stand." 

As  Judge  Smith  concluded,  Mr.  Greenfield  called  the  attention  of 
the  assemblage  to  the  fact  that-  as  the  Philadelphia  ratification  cere- 
monies were  held  on  Eastern  Daylight  Saving  Time,  one  hour  ahead  of 
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sun  time,  the  correct  minute  of  the  ratification  hy  New  Hampshire  in  1788 
wcjuld  he  reached  at  2.00  P.  M.  Daylight  Time. 

He  asked  the  assemhiage  to  rise  at  one  minute  to  two  and  re- 
main standing  in  silence  in  a  rededication  to  tlie  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, this  tribute  ending  with  the  marking  of  the  hour  by  thirteen 
strokes  for  the  Original  States,  on  the  Independence  Hall  tower  bell. 

Senator  Davis,  who  had  reached  Independence  Hall  from  Prince- 
ton while  Congressman  Bloom  was  speaking,  was  then  introduced  by 
Mr.  Greenfield.  In  his  address,  "Constitutional  Government  at  the 
Crossroads,"  Senator  Davis  said,  in  ])art: 

"As  a  people  we  have  a  right  to  be  ])roud  of  our  remarkal)le 
national  achievement  for  one  hundred  and  hftv  years  under  the 
Constitution.  Our  form  of  government  has  endured  l^ecause  it 
has  possessed  the  balance  necessary  to  meet  our  changing  needs. 
Government,  centralized  in  the  executive,  the  legislative  branch 
or  the  judiciary,  lacks  the  balance  which  is  needed  for  the  de- 
veloi)ment  of  the  people.  For  a  time,  centralized  government  wins 
spectacular  victories  but  has  not  the  power  to^  endure. 

"This  is  the  only  great  government  in  the  world  which  has 
continued  on  under  the  original  charter  of  government  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  Today  the  ecjuilibrium  and  balance  of 
our  government  is  being  subjected  to^  severe  tests.  Alien  forms 
of  government,  highly  centralized  and  yielding  to  one  man  con- 
trol, have  won  disciples  in  our  own  midst.  The  foes  of  consti- 
tutional government  arc  possibly  among  us  .seeking  to  set  up  new 
forms  of  government  completely  at  variance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion. Short  cuts  have  been  sought  for  social  improvements  and 
speed  has  been  substituted  for  safety.  \V\th  the  enemies  of  our 
government  without  and  with  the  foes  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions of  gO'vernment  within,  this  Nation  stands  on  the  threshold 
of  a  major  crisis.  Constitutional  government  in  the  United  States 
is  at  the  crossroads. 

"Dictatorship  is  not  possible  and  abxilutely  intolerable  in  a 
land  such  as  ours  where  racial  origins  of  our  citizens  lead  to  every 
country  in  the  world  and  where  today  racial  differences  are  clearly 
manifested. 

"The  only  way  Americans  can  live  in  peace  and  safety  to- 
gether is  to  have  the  shelter  and  protection  of  the  Constitution 
which  will  safeguard  our  individual  rights  and  our  minority  liber- 
ties. Take  awav  this  jM-otection  from  the  American  people  and 
vou  will  see  the  most  desperate  conflict  and  awful  confusion. 
The  onl\'  guaranty  of  our  individual  minority  and  majority  rights 
and  ])eace  and  freedom  in  the  United  States  is  the  Constitution. 

"Liberty  is  our  precious  possession  in  this  land  today.  Let  us 
shield  and  protect  it,  let  us  nourish  and  cherish  it,  let  us  live  and 
work  for  it  so  that  when  the  future  unrolls  the  chart  of  destiny 
for  our  children  and  our  cliildren's  children,  we  may  rest  in  peace 
knowing  that  they  shall  endure  the  heritage  of  peace  and  freedom 
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from  our  hands  that  they  have  the  great  American  riglit  to  ex- 
pect." 

Closing  the  impressive  ceremonies,  Air.  Greenfield  declared : 

"We  have  today  fulfilled  with  great  pleasure  a  solemn  duty 
to  the  men  who  founded  this  Nation,  and  to  the  State  that  made 
this  founding  permanent. 

"We  leave  this  shrine  with  a  reawakening  sense  of  our  re- 
sponsibilities upon  us  and  the  knowledge  that  we  must  not  fail 
these  men  who  went  before  us  and  who  willingly  and  unhesitat- 
ingly served  in  the  great  cause  of  freedom.  A\'e  must  carry  on  and 
give  to  posterity  the  blessings  that  they  gave  us.  A\'e  must  be  ever 
vigilant  to  guard  against  those  who  seek  to  sway  us  against  the 
great  principles  of  freedom  and  liberty  which  they  established 
for  us.    It  is  that  thought  I  wish  to  leave  with  you  today. 

"I  wish  also  at  this  important  moment  to  express  my  very 
sincere  thanks  to  his  Excellency,  Governor  Earle,  for  the  great 
privilege  which  he  has  extended  to  me  to  serve  m}-  State  in  this 
noble  celebration. 

"I  wish  also  to  express  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Constitution  Commemoration  Committee,  to  our  distin- 
guished guests,  and  to  the  men  and  women  who  have  served 
so  faithfully  during  this  past  year  throughout  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  various  regional  committees.  I  cannot  bring 
these  exercises  to  a  conclusion  without  publicly  thanking  Judge 
Frank  Smith  for  his  work  in  the  Philadelphia  Region. 

"I  also  want  to  express  my  thanks  publicly  to  Mrs.  Earle  for 
the  grand  work  that  she  had  done  in  behalf  of  the  Committee." 

With  the  three  bands  playing,  the  entire  assemblage  arose  and 
joined  in  the  singing  of  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner." 

The  Veteran  Guard  moved  to  Chestnut  Street  with  most  oi  the 
throngs  from  the  square,  where  a  few  minutes  later  they  were  to  wit- 
ness the  tribute  of  the  military  forces  of  the  Nation  to  the  Constitution. 

Air.  Greenfield  tendered  Governor  Earle,  Senator  Davis,  and  other 
distinguished  guests,  with  the  exception  of  Air.  Welles,  who  had  to 
return  to  A\'ashington  immediately,  a  luncheon  in  the  Downtown  Club 
in  the  Ledger  Building,  Sixth  and  Chestnut  Streets.  They  returned  in 
time  to  review  the  military  parade  as  it  passed  Independence  Hall, 
Others  who  attended  the  luncheon  included  Air.  Alichael  Francis  Doyle, 
Judge  Smith,  Congressman  Bloom,  Air.  Alelvin,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Beury, 
Postmaster  Gallagher,  and  Air.  H,  Ennis  Jones, 

Alayor  ^^'ilson  of  Philadelphia,  had  been  invited  to  attend  the 
'■Ratification  Day"  exercises  and  to  tap  the  Liberty  Bell  tliirteen  times 
in  honor  of  the  Constitution,  but  he  was  unable  to  be  present.  The 
sub-committee  in  charge  of  the  "Ratification  Da}-"  observance  decided 
lo  dispense  with  the  tapping  of  the  Bell  in  deference  to  the  Alayor. 
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THE  MILITARY  PARADE— JUNE  21 

The  rhythmic  tread  of  marcliing  feet,  the  ruml)le  of  motorized  artil- 
lery and  tanks  and  the  martial  music  of  bands  brought  to  a  close  in  a 
burst  of  glory  the  Philadelphia  celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fiftieth  Birthday  of  the  Constitution. 

This  tinal  event  was  the  military  parade,  for  which  the  greatest 
number  of  soldiers  had  assembled  in  Philadelphia  since  the  return  of 
the  28th  Pennsylvania  Division  from  France  in  1''19.  Thev  came  from 
many  posts  in  the  Eastern  States  and  were  augmented  bv  sailors  and 
marines  from  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard. 

Overhead,  as  the  six  thousand  soldiers  and  sailors  marched,  droned 
f(.)ur  air  squadrons  of  seven  planes  each,  an  eloquent  token  of  the  readi- 
ness of  the  niilitarv  arm  of  the  country  to  defend  the  liberty  granted  bv 
the  Constitution  thev  honored  on  this  da}'. 

Long  before  noon,  crowds  assembled  on  the  flag-bedecked  streets 
of  the  central  city  to  witness  the  parade.  When  the  men  of  the 
armed  forces  began  their  march  at  2:30  P.  Al.  sharp,  the  siflewalks 
al(jng  the  route  of  the  parade  were  jammed  with  more  than  one  huuflred 
thousand  persons.  The  line  of  march  began  at  Twentieth  Street  and  the 
Benjamin  Franklin  Parkway,  continued  south  on  the  Parkwa\'  and 
around  City  Hall  to  South  Broad  Street.  The  marchers  turned  east  on 
Chestnut  Street  from  Broad  and  continued  past  Independence  Hall  to 
Fourth  Street,  where  they  disbanded. 

The  parade  began  but  a  few  minutes  after  the  close  of  the  Inde- 
]:)endence  Square  ratification  ceremonies,  and  the  start  was  signaled  by 
the  airplanes  circling  over  the  route  of  march  and  once  around  the  entire 
city. 

Along  the  south  curbline  of  Chestnut  Street,  fronting  Independence 
Hall,  a  reviewing  stand  two  hundred  feet  long  hafl  been  erected  by  the 
Bureau  of  Cit}-  Property  of  Philadelphia.  From  its  center.  Senator 
Davis,  Governor  Earle,  Mrs.  Earle,  Mr.  Albert  AI.  Greenfield,  Judge 
Frank  Smith,  Congressman  Bloom,  Congressman  Frank  J.  G.  Dorsey, 
as  a  representative  of  the  House  Military  AlTairs  Committee,  Mr.  H. 
Funis  Jones,  and  other  distinguished  guests  reviewed  the  parade.  In  the 
stand  also  were  several  of  the  women  visitors  who  had  participated  in  the 
Floral  Flag  Pageant,  a  number  of  the  foreign  consuls  at  Philadel])hia, 
the  essay  contest  scholarshi])  winners,  with  the  exception  of  Charlotte 
Anne  McGuire,  who  had  left  with  a  State  Police  escort  for  her  high 
school  commencement  in  Scranton,  and  many  prominent  Philadelphians. 

To  the  west  of  the  reviewing  stand,  chairs  had  been  placed  for  the 
Veteran  Guard  of  the  Third  Regiment  Infantry  and  its  Color  Guard. 
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This  unit  remained  at  attention,  witli  its  flag  dipped  in  salute,  as  the 
officers  and  men  paraded  past.  On  the  sidewalk  opposite  the  reviewing 
stand  was  a  special  platform  for  photographers  loaned  to  the  Committee 
by  the  city. 

The  parade  was  in  reality  more  than  a  military  display.  It  was  a 
demonstration  of  the  extent  to  which  the  military  forces  of  the  Nation 
had  been  motorized  and  of  the  mechanized  devices  adopted  since  the 
\Yov\d  War. 

There  were  light  tanks — whippets,  with  a  stream-lined  touch — there 
were  motf)r  drawn  artiller}'  guns,  scout  cars,  hea\-y  tanks  and  ordnance 
trucks.  The  troops  were  in  full  field  uniform,  with  shoulder  packs,  steel 
helmets  and  fixed  bayonets  glistening  in  the  afternoon  sun. 

There  was  an  air  about  the  way  the  paraders  marched,  a  seeming 
re-creation  of  that  warning  uttered  early  in  the  days  of  the  Nation — 
"Don't  Tread  on  j\Ie."  It  was  so  apparent  in  every  step  of  the  marchers 
that  more  than  one  spectator  was  heard  to  remark :  "You  feel  safe  in 
trusting  your  country  to  men  like  these." 

INIajor  General  Edward  C.  Shannon,  commanding  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard,  was  Grand  Marshal  of  the  parade  and  he  had  as  his 
stafif  the  officers  of  the  staffs  of  the  28th  and  79th  Divisions,  the  officers 
of  the  Army  stationed  in  Philadelphia  and  detailed  to  the  National 
Guard,  aides  from  the  participating  Arm}-,  Navy  and  ^Marine  Corps 
troops,  which  were  under  the  command  of  Colonel  F.  W  .  ]\Ianley, 
Infantry,  United  States  Army. 

General  Shannon's  staff  included:  Colonel  Robert  Morris,  Chief  of 
Staff;  Colonel  Franklin  P.  Haller,  Jr.,  Quartermaster  C<irps;  Lt. 
Colonel  C.  B.  Lyman,  Infantry:  Lt.  Colonel  Francis  Pirannan,  Infantry; 
Lt.  Cokjnel  George  W.  Phillips,  Infantry:  Lt.  Colonel  llarry  W.  An- 
derson, Corps  of  Engineers ;  Lt.  Colonel  Llenry  A.  Reninger,  Infantry  ; 
Lt.  Colonel  Walter  A.  Hardie,  Signal  Corps ;  Lt.  Colonel  Frank  A. 
McKenrv.  Infantrv  :  Lt.  Colonel  Raymond  A.  Brown,  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment;  Lt.  Colonel  John  ]\IcI.  Smith,  Judge  Advocate  General's  Depart- 
ment; Lt.  Colonel  Frederick  P.  Houghton.  Chaplains  Corps:  Major 
Alexander  Ackerman,  Corps  of  Engineers:  Major  Harry  \'.  Ryder, 
Field  Artillery:  ^lajor  James  H.  Dailey,  Adjutant  General's  Depart- 
ment; Alajor  Ralph  L.  Parkinson,  Finance  Department;  Major  Joseph 
L.  N.  Wolfe,  Chaplains  Department ;  Captain  diaries  R.  ( lildart. 
Field  Artillery;  Captain  Louis  B.  Ely,  Field  Artillery;  Captain  Robert 
L.  Granger,  Infantry  ;  Captain  George  B.  Mebus,  Corps  of  Engineers  ; 
and  1st  Lt.  Frank  \\\  Laskowski,  Adjutant  General's  Department. 

As  the  Grand  Marshal  and  liis  aides,  at  the  head  of  the  parade, 
reached  the  reviewing  stand,  tliey  saluted  Governor  Earlc  and  the  others, 
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then  turned  out  of  the  parade  hue  and  tnok  their  jjlaees  in  the  stand  as 
the  main  l)ody  of  troo])s  moved  past. 

At  the  height  of  the  parade,  while  the  marchers  were  saluting  the 
dignitaries,  the  bunting  in  the  west  end  of  the  reviewing  stand  burst  into 
flames  from  a  carelessly  thrown  cigarette.  Several  policemen  and  some 
of  the  guests  in  the  stand  stripped  the  flaming  bunting  from  the  wooden 
framewdrk  and  extinguished  it.  The  incident  difl  udt  cause  any  con- 
fusion. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  head  of  the  ])arade  had  reached 
the  reviewing  stand,  the  last  unit  marched  past. 

In  the  line  of  the  march  were  the  following  units  : 

First  Engineer  Regiment  with  l)and.  United  States  Army,  eight 
hundred  men,  forty-six  trucks  from  Fort  Du  Pont,  Delaware;  Third 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry  with  band,.  United  States  Army,  five  hundred 
men,  forty-eight  trucks  from  Foi'ts  Howard  and  Washington,  Maryland; 
Detachment,  Light  Tanks,  66th  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  twenty- 
three  trucks,  seventeen  tanks,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  from 
Fort  ]\Ieade,  Maryland  ;  one  Battery,  6th  Field  Artillery,  United  States 
Army,  Motor  Drawn  75 MM  guns,  four  guns,  ten  trucks,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  men  from  Fort  Hoyle,  Maryland  ;  one  Scout  Car  Platoon, 
Headquarters  Troop,  .^rd  Cavalry,  United  States  Army,  four  Scout  Cars, 
fifteen  men  from  Fort  Myer,  Virginia;  two  Scout  Cars  each,  103rd  and 
104th  Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  ;  30th  r)rdnance  Company, 
United  States  Army,  three  trucks,  forty-eight  men  from  Fort  Meade, 
Maryland ;  Battalion,  United  States  Marines,  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  with  hand;  Battalion,  Blue  Jackets,  Phila- 
delphia Navy  Yard,  eight  hundred  men  with  band  ;  Special  Troops,  28th 
Division,  Pennsylvania  National  (iuard,  including  Headcjuarters  Com- 
pany, Headquarters  Detachment;  103rd  Ordnance  Company  (three 
trucks)  Medical  Detachment,  Philadelphia  ;  28th  Tank  Company,  Norris- 
town  (four  tanks),  three  hundred  men;  111th  Infantry,  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard,  Special  Troops  and  2nd  Battalion,  Philadelphia ;  1st 
and  3rd  Battalions,  Delaware,  Chester,  and  Montgomery  Counties,  one 
thousand  men  with  band;  103rd  luigineers,  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,  Philadelphia,  five  hundred  men  with  band;  Company  A,  103rd 
Medical  Regiment  (Collecting  Company),  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,  I'hiladelphia,  forty  men;  Company  F,  103rd  Quartermaster 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  (Motorcycle  Company),  thirty 
men  ;  and  108th  Field  Artillery,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  Phila- 
delphia, 12 — 155MM  Howitzers  motorized,  twenty  trucks,  eight  hundred 
men  with  band. 

In  the  airplane  disjilay,  the  i)articipating  units  were  the  102nd 
Observation  Squadron,  New  York  National  Guard,  from  New  Dorp, 
New  York;  the  103rd  Observation  S(|uadron,  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,   stationed  at   Philadelphia;  the   104tli   (  )bservation  Squadron, 
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Maryland  National  Guard,  from  Towson,  Maryland;  and  the  119th 
Ohservation  Squadron,  New  Jersey  National  Guard,  from  Newark,  New 
Jersey. 

The  troops  of  the  Regular  Army  in  the  parade  had  proceeded  to  and 
from  Philadelphia  by  truck,  and  through  arrangements  made  by  Colonel 
Percy  W.  Foote,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police,  each  unit  was  met 
at  the  point  at  which  it  crossed  the  State  border  and  escorted  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  visiting  air  squadrons  were  quartered  at  the  Philadelphia  airport 
with  the  103rd  Observation  Squadron.  School  buses  were  used  to 
transport  the  sailors  and  marines  from  the  Navy  Yard  to  the  point  of 
assembly  on  the  Parkway  and  to  the  Yard  after  the  parade. 

The  Commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  provided  facilities 
for  t]:e  12th  United  States  Tnfantrv;  and  Convention  Hall  was  pro- 
vided tbe  city  for  the  other  troops.  The  cavalry  units  were  quartered 
at  tlic  103rd  Cavalry  Armory. 

General  Shannon  was  cliairman  of  the  Committee  in  charge  of  the 
Military  Parade,  and  itN  mcniljers  included  Postmaster  Joseph  F.  Gal- 
lagher, Rear  Admiral  Wat  T.  Cluverius,  Commandant  of  the  Fourth 
Naval  District;  Mr.  Philip  C.  Staples,  Mr.  Ralph  T.  Senter,  president  of 
the  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company ;  Mr.  Sayre  Ramsdell,  Mr.  F. 
Ra>'mond  h'hnson.  Director  ;\.ndrew  Emanuel,  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety  of  Philadelphia  ;  Colonel  Morris,  Major  Harry  V.  Ryder, 
and  Captain  Jolm  C.  Gr(;iime.  Commanding.  1st  Troop.  Pliiladeliihia 
City  Cavalry. 

In  working  (lut  the  jirdblcms  incident  to  the  parade,  the  Committee 
had  the  aid  r)f  the  following :  Colonel  Joseph  A.  Baer,  United  States 
Army,  Chief  of  Staff,  Third  Corps  Area ;  Captain  W.  L.  Beck,  United 
States  Navy,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Aide  to  the  Commandant,  Fourth  Naval 
District ;  Lt.  Colonel  Charles  B.  Lyman.  United  States  Army,  Liaison 
Officer;  Lt.  Colonel  H.  L.  Flynn,  Lhiited  States  Army,  Assistant  Chief 
of  Staff,  Third  Corps  Area ;  Lt.  Colonel  Jolm  V.  Dallin,  Commanding 
Officer,  103rd  Observation  Squadron;  and  Lt.  Commander  William  H. 
Berhens,  United  States  Navy,  Aide  to  the  Commandant,  Fourth  Naval 
District. 


Chapter  XXVIII 


THE  SEARCH  FOR  GRAVES  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DELEGATES  — THEIR  DECORATION  ON 

JUNE  21 

Another  important  event  in  the  Commemoration  Committee's  observ- 
ance of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Birthday  of  the  Constitution 
was  held  on  June  21 — that  of  the  decoration  of  known  burial  places 
of  the  delegates  to  the  Ratification  Convention  of  1787.  The  .(graves  of 
the  signers  of  the  Constitution  for  Pennsylvania  also  were  honored  a 
second  time  on  this  day. 

The  exercises,  held  in  nearly  every  county  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
several  other  States,  where  these  ])atriots  are  l)nried.  took  place  simul- 
taneously at  1  :00  P.  M.,  the  same  hour  at  which  the  state-wide  observ- 
ance of  "Ratification  Day"  was  opened. 

The  decoration  of  these  graves  climaxed  another  dramatic  phase  of 
the  Committee's  work  for,  in  the  weeks  prior  to  the  June  oljservance, 
a  state-wide  search  had  been  conducted  for  the  unknown  l^urial  places 
of  delegates  to  the  Ratification  Convention.  The  search  had  been  insti- 
tuted early  in  the  spring  of  1938,  when  the  Committee  decided  to  honor 
these  men,  and  to  pay  further  tribute,  as  well,  to  the  Pennsylvania 
signers,  about  whom  a  part  of  the  observance  in  Septemlier,  1937,  had 
centered. 

\\'hen  the  search  was  undertaken,  the  Committee  found  that  the 
burial  places  of  twenty-seven  of  the  sixty-nine  men,  who  had  journeyed 
from  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  Convention  in  Philadelphia 
in  the  fall  of  1787,  had  been  forgotten.  The  aid  of  the  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Pennsylvania  was  enlisted,  and  consideral)k'  research  was  made 
to  uncover  facts  concerning  this  group  of  delegates  which  might  prove 
valuable  in  locating  their  last  resting  places. 

On  April  28,  the  State  Chairman  made  an  appeal  to  descendants 
of  the  delegates,  historical  societies  and  churches  throughout  the  State 
to  assist  in  the  search,  which,  he  explained,  would  serve  to  complete 
the  State  records  concerning  these  men  who  pla^'ed  so  vital  a  part  in 
the  acceptance  of  the  Constitution  hy  the  Commonwealth. 

'Tn  this  season  of  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversarv  of 
the  various  stages  of  the  establishment  of  the  Constitution,"  Mr. 
Greenfield  said,  "there  is  a  special  appropriateness  in  completing 
our  historical  records.  In  this  search  for  the  unknown  graves  of 
the  Ratification  Convention  delegates,  we  are  depending  for  aid 
upon  the  localities  where  those  delegates  whose  tombs  are  n(.>w 
unidentified,  are  known  to  have  spent  their  last  vears." 
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As  a  result  of  the  Cliairman's  appeal,  the  historical  societies,  the 
churches,  and  hundreds  of  citizens  cooperated  in  the  work.  Musty 
records  were  studied;  time-worn  tombstones  in  old  cemeteries  were 
examined  and  old  family  Jjihles  were  consulted  by  descendants  for  clues 
as  to  the  last  resting  places  of  the  men. 

Hundreds  of  letters  offering  such  clues  were  received  by  the  Com- 
mittee from  all  ]:iarts  of  the  State.  The  intensit\'  of  the  search  resulted 
in  many  newspaper  accounts  about  the  less  known  delegates  to  the 
Convention  and  this  served  to  attract  wide  attention  to  the  Constitutional 
celebration. 

As  the  search  progressed,  the  Committee's  efforts  were  rewarded 
with  success.  Twenty  of  the  twenty-seven  missing  graves  were  located. 
The  last  to  be  found  was  that  of  Nathaniel  Breading,  delegate  from 
Fayette  County,  who  had  died  near  Pittsburgh  in  April,  1821.  His 
grave  was  discovered  on  June  18  bv  a  searching  party  in  an  old  private 
burial  ground  on  a  farm  formerlv  owned  by  the  Breading  family,  on 
Grindstone  Road,  near  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania. 

The  delegates  whose  graves  still  remain  unknown  are  Samuel  Ash- 
mead  and  George  Gray,  who  represented  Philadelphia  County;  John 
I5aird,  Westmoreland  County;  John  Boyd,  Northumberland  County; 
VVilliani  Cnbbons,  Chester  County;  William  Todd,  Westmoreland 
County  ;  and  Thomas  Yardley,  Bucks  County. 

Of  the  sixty-two  known  graves  of  delegates,  four  are  outside  the 
Commonwealth.  John  Hunn.  who  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Delaware, 
and  lived  in  Philadel]ihia  many  years,  which  he  represented  at  the 
Convention,  returned  to  Wilmington,  Delaware,  where  he  died  in 
1810,  and  was  buried  in  tlie  Old  Presbyterian  Churchyard  in  that  city. 
John  Smilie,  the  second  delegate,  from  Fayette  County,  died  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  was  buried  in  the  Congressional  Cemetery  there. 
James  Marshall,  one  of  the  Washington  County  delegates,  was  buried 
in  the  Wellsburg  Churchyard,  at  Wellsburg,  West  Virginia,  while  Tim- 
othy Pickering,  the  Luzerne  County  delegate,  was  l)uried  in  the  Broad 
Street  Cemetery  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  his  birthplace,  after  his  death 
there  on  Janua'ry  29,  1829. 

Shortly  after  the  institution  of  the  search  for  the  graves,  a  sub-com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  to  undertake  d:e  arrangements  for  the  honor- 
ing of  the  burial  places  of  the  delegates  and  of  the  signers.  Mr.  Norman 
J.  Griffin  was  chairman,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  graves  of  the  dele- 
gates be  decorated  by  Boy  Scouts,  while  firing  squads  of  the  American 
Legion  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  honor  those  of  the  signers. 

This  plan  not  only  made  possible  the  sinuillaneous  honoring  of  the 
graves  of  these  historic  figures  both  within  and  without  the  State 
borders,  but  also  afforded  the  Committee  another  means  of  emphasizing 
the  Constitution  to  the  miuIIi.  .Mr.  Paul  H.  Love,  Regional  Executive 
at   Philadelphia  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  and   Mr.  George  Keller,  of  the 
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Philadelphia  Headquarters  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  were  meuihers  of  the 
sub-committee  and  worked  out  the  arrangements  for  Bu}-  Scout  partici- 
pation, while  Air.  S.  J.  Karsevar,  Philadelphia  County  Commander. 
\>terans  of  Foreign  AVars,  and  Captain  John  J.  Haley.  Philadelphia 
County  Commander  of  the  American  Legion,  arrangefl  the  veterans' 
tributes  at  the  graves  of  the  signers. 

Special  bulletins  were  sent  to  Boy  Scout  councils  throughout  Penn- 
s\'lvania  and  to  those  in  Wellsburg,  Salem,  Washington,  and  Wilming- 
ton. These  bulletins  contained  instructions  for  the  decoration  of  the 
graves,  and  the  programs  to  be  held.  A  special  wreath,  of  cycad  lea\-es, 
with  three  ribbons  in  red,  white,  and  blue,  containing  the  name  of  the 
delegate  or  signer  in  gold  letters,  was  prepared  by  the  Committee  for 
use  in  the  ceremonies.  These  were  sent  to  each  Scout  Troop  and 
veterans'  group  several  days  before  the  June  21  observance. 

The  ceremonies  at  the  graves  of  the  delegates  consisted,  in  most 
instances,  of  a  Boy  Scout  memorial  service,  the  sounding  of  taps,  the 
Scout  salute,  a  religious  service,  an  address  by  a  Scout  executive  or 
prominent  citizen,  and  the  placing  of  the  wreath  by  two  Eagle  or  other 
high  ranking  Scouts.  In  several  instances,  descendants  of  the  delegates 
placed  the  wreaths.  In  some  counties,  the  graves  ceremonies  were  the 
central  observance  on  "Ratification  Day,"  and  bugle  and  drum  corps 
participated. 

In  the  decoration  of  the  grave  of  Nathaniel  Breading,  the  wreath 
was  dropped  from  a  State  airplane.  It  could  not  l)e  delivered  other- 
wise because  of  the  late  discovery  of  his  burial  jilace.  Scouts  were 
waiting  at  the  grave  when  the  plane  arrived  overhead  and  placed  the 
wreath  on  the  tomb  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  delegates,  whose 
graves  were  still  unknown,  were  honored  in  Scout  services  in  the  coun- 
ties in  wdiich  they  had  lived,  with  the  wreath  being  placed  there. 

The  complete  list  of  delegates  whose  graves  were  decorated  in  the 
June  observance  follows : 


Delegate 
John  Allison 
John  Arndt 
John  Barclay 
John  Bishop 
Thomas  Bull 
Nathaniel  Breading 
lohn  Black 
Richard  Bard 
Stephen  Balliet 
\\'illiam  Brown 
Hilary  Baker 
Thomas  Cheney 
Robert  Coleman 
Stephen  Chambers 
Thomas  Campliell 

Richard  Downing 


Burial  Place 
Cedar  Hill  Cemetery 
Arndt-AIessinger  Burying  Grounds 
Neshaminy  Churchyard 
Schwartzland  Cemetery 
St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Churchyard 
Sinsley's  Farm 
Black's  Graveyard 
Church  Hill  Graveyard 
Schlosser's  (Union)  Cemetery 
Old  Hanover  Churchyard 
St.  Alichael's  Zion  Churchyard 
Cheney  Burial  Grounds 
St.  James  Episcopal  Churchyard 
St.  James  Episcopal  Churchyard 
Monoghan  Presbyterian  Church 

Cemetery 
Friends  Meeting  Burial  Grounds 


Location 
Greencastle,  Pa. 
Easton,  Pa. 
Hartsville,  Pa. 
Esterly,  Pa. 
^^'arw^ck,  Pa. 
Brownsville,  Pa. 
Redstone,  Pa. 
^[ercersliurg,  Pa. 
Neffs,  Pa. 
E.   Hanover,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cheney,  Pa. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
DiUshurg,  Pa. 

Downingtown,  Pa. 


234  The  Federal  Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania 


Dclciiatc 
David  Deshler 
Benjamin  Elliott 
James  Edgar 
Enoch  Edwards 
William  Findley 
Sebastian  Graff 
David  Grier 
Joseph  Hiestcr 
John  Hanniim 
Jonathan  Ho^e 
John  Andre  Hanna 
John  Harris 
John  Hubley 
Joseph  Horsfield 
Thomas  Hartley 

John  Hunn 
John  Ludwig 
Abraham  Lincoln 
Nicholas  Liitz 
George  Latimer 
James  Martin 
James  Morris 
Fred  A.  Muhlenl)erg 
James  Marshal 
Thomas  McKean 
William  MacPherson 

John  Neville 
Adam  Orth 
Joseph  Powell 
Timothy  Pickering 
Benjamin  Pedan 
Jonathan  Roberts 
John  Reynolds 

John  Richards 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rush 
Abraham  Stout 
Thomas  Scott 
Henry  Slagle 
John  Smilie 
Henry  Wynkoop 
Robert  Whitehill 
Anthony  Wayne 
John  Whitehill 
James  Wilson 
William  Wilson 
Jasper  Yeates 


Burial  Place 

Egypt  Churchyard 

Riverview  Cemetery 

Cross  Creek  Cemetery 

Pennypack  Baptist  Church 

Unity  Meeting  House  Cemetery 

Old  Lancaster  Cemetery 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

Charles  Evans  Cemetery 

Bradford  Meeting  House 

Silver  Spring  Presbyterian  Graveyard 

Harrisburg  Cemetery 

Westminster  Cemetery 

Woodward  Hill  Cemetery 

Moravian  Graveyard 

St.  John's  Protestant  Episcopal 
Churchyard 

Old  Presbyterian  Churchyard 

Amityyille  Churchyard 

b'riends  Meeting  House 

Charles  Evans  Cemetery 

Third  Presbyterian  Churchyard 

Crystal  Springs  Yard 

Friends  (irf)und 

Woodward  Hill  Cemetery 

Wellsliurg  Cemetery 

Laurel  Hill  Cemetery 

St.  Paul's  Churchyard  (City  Mis- 
sion Society ) 

Allegheny  Cemetery 

Hebron-Moravian  Cemetery 

Tonoloway  Baptist  Church 

Broad  Street  Cemetery 

Chanceford  Presbyterian  Cemetery 

Valley  Friends  Meeting 

Middle  Spring  Presbyterian  Grave- 
yard 

Faulkner  Swamp  Lutheran  Cemetery 
Old  Christ  Churchyard 
Stout  Graveyard 
Washington  Cemetery 
Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery 
Congressional  Cemetery 
Low  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
Silver  Spring  Presbyterian  Church 
St.  David's  Church 
Presliyterian  Graveyard 
Old  Christ  Churchyard 
Riverview  Cemetery 
St.  James  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church 


Location 
Egypt,  Pa. 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Bustleton,  Pa. 
Latrobe,  Pa. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
York,  Pa. 
Reading,  Pa. 
Marshalltown,  Pa. 
Mechanicslnirg,  Pa. 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Mifflin,  Pa. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
Bethlehem,  Pa. 
York,  Pa. 

Wilmington,  Del. 
Reading,  Pa. 
Stonersyille,  Pa. 
Reading,  P'a. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bedford,  Pa. 
Plymouth,  Pa. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
Wellsburg,  W.  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lebanon,  Pa. 
McConnellsburg,  Pa. 
Salem,  Mass. 
^'ork.  Pa. 
Valley  Forge,  Pa. 
Cumberland  County, 
Pa. 

New  Hanover,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Perkasie,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Hanover,  Pa. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Richboro,  Pa. 
Camp  Hill,  Pa. 
Radnor,  Pa. 
Northumberland,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Northumberland,  Pa. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 


■niisylvania  signers  of  the  Constitution,  the  Coni- 


In  lionorini;'  llu 

mittee,  as  it  had  done  in  September,  also  paid  tril)ute  to  the  signers  for 
other  States,  wlio  are  l)in-ied  within  tliis  Coninioiiwealth.  At  Christ 
Churchyard,  the  ceremonies  at  tlie  graves  of  i'iobert  Morris,  James  Wil- 
son and  Pierce  Butler  were  conducted  by  the  uniformed  firing  squad, 
with  colors  and  trumpeter,  of  the  Henry  H.  Houston,  2nd,  Post  No.  3, 
American  Legion.  James  Wilson,  though  also  a  delegate  to  tlie  Ratifica- 
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tion  Convention,  was  honored  as  a  signer.  After  the  v\^reaths  had  been 
placed  on  the  graves,  prayers  for  the  dead  were  read  by  the  Rev.  E. 
Felix  Kloman,  rector  of  Christ  Church,  and  three  volley's  were  fired, 
followed  by  the  sounding  of  taps. 

At  the  Christ  Church  Burial  (jiround.  Fifth  and  Arch  Streets,  in 
Philadelphia,  similar  services  were  conducted  at  the  graves  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Jacob  Broom  by  the  Philadelphia  Firemen's  Post,  No.  686, 
American  Legion.  Prayers  were  read  by  the  Rev.  William  Roulston 
McKean. 

Thomas  FitzSimons'  grave  in  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church- 
yard was  honored  by  the  uniformed  firing  squad  of  the  Liberty  Bell 
Post,  No.  1906,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars;  Jared  Ingersoll's  grave  in 
the  Third  Presbyterian  Churchyard  by  the  Slook-Montague  Post  No. 
354,  \'eterans  of  Foreign  Wars ;  and  \\'illiam  Churchill  Houston's  grave 
in  Mt.  Vernon  Cemetery,  l)y  the  llamiltdn  Fish  Post,  No.  20,  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars.  At  Lancaster,  the  grave  of  Thomas  Mifflin,  in  the 
Trinity  Lutheran  Churchyard,  was  similarly  honored. 

In  Trenton.  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Marry  S.  Walsh,  a  member  of  the 
Mercer  County  Constitution  Committee,  Past  Commander  of  the  Trenton 
Post,  No.  93,  American  Legion,  and  Superintendent  of  the  State  Office 
Buildings,  represented  Governor  A.  Harry  Moore  in  the  placing  of  the 
wreath  on  the  grave  of  George  Clymer,  in  Friends'  Old  Meeting  Bury- 
ing Ground.  y-Vt  the  request  of  the  officials  of  the  bmwing  ground,  no 
firing  squad  was  used  in  the  ceremonies. 

At  the  grave  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  in  St.  Ann's  Churchyard  in 
New  York  City,  three  hundred  persons  attended  the  ceremonies.  With 
County  Commander  Michael  Villamena,  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  presiding,  addresses  were  made  by  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Russell,  rector 
of  St.  Ann's  Church;  Commander  Thomas  Idagnifi^,  of  the  Gouverneur 
Morris  Post,  No.  1205,  American  Legion ;  and  Colonel  Edward  Bow- 
dith,  of  the  New  York  National  Guard,  re])resenting  Governor  Herbert 
H.  Lehman.  The  Commemoration  Committee's  wreath  and  two  other 
wreaths,  one  presented  l)v  the  \  eterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  were  placed  on 
the  tomb,  followed  Ijy  the  firing  squad's  salute.  The  Rev.  Lewis  H. 
Huber.  of  Lancaster,  delivered  the  in\ocation,  and  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Schmitt  the  benediction. 

In  lionoring  the  delegates  to  the  Ratification  Convention,  the  Com- 
mittee made  no  distinction  Iietween  those  who  had  voted  for  and  those 
who  had  voted  against  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  generally 
agreed  in  the  present  (la\-  that  many  of  the  men  who  opposed  ratification 
were  true  liberals,  and  that  their  opposition  stemmed  from  the  fact  that 
the  Constitution  as  proposed  to  the  States  did  not  contain  the  Bill 
of  Rights. 


The  Search  for  Graves  of  Pennsylvania  Delegates 
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Chapter  XXIX 


THE  RENAMING  OF  STREETS  — THE  JOINT 
SERVICE  CLUB  LUNCHEONS— JUNE  21 

In  June,  many  cities,  towns  and  buruughs  thrdughont  the  Common- 
wealth created  lasting  tributes  to  the  Constitution  by  the  renaming 
of  streets  in  its  hon(ir  as  the  result  of  a  movement  inaugurated  the 
previous  month  by  the  Commemoration  Committee.  ( iovernor  l^arle 
wrote,  on  May  19,  to  two  thousand,  five  hundred  and  hve  local  govern- 
ment officials  in  the  State  urging  their  co-(iperation  in  this  tribute  to  the 
Con.stituti(jn  on  the  occasion  of  its  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  liirthda}'. 

"The  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 
has  proposed  that  each  city  and  town  in  the  Commonwealth," 
Governor  Earle  wrote,  in  part,  "take  this  occasion  to  name  one  of 
its  principal  thoroughfares  'Constitution'  Avenue  or  Boulevard 
so  that  at  least  one  artery  of  ti"affic  will  stand  as  a  living  re- 
minder of  this  immortal  document. 

"At  the  Committee's  request  I  ask  that  you  place  this  pro- 
posal before  the  governing  body  of  yc:)ur  comnumity  with  the 
request  that  they  join  the  other  cities  and  towns  in  Pennsylvania 
in  this  form  of  testimonial  tO'  the  Constitution  of  the  Lhiited 
States." 

The  Governor's  letter  also  expressed  the  hope  of  the  Committee  that 
the  rededication  of  the  thoroughfare  be  held  on  "Ratification  Day." 

The  res])onse  to  the  letter  was  immediate,  with  communitie.s  in 
every  corner  of  the  State  enthusiastically  endorsing  his  suggestion. 
Hundreds  of  letters  were  received  by  the  Commemoration  Com- 
mittee and  the  Governor's  Office  from  mayors,  burgesses,  and  town  and 
city  councils,  stating  that  authority  for  the  rededication  of  a  street  in 
their  respective  jurisdictions  had  already  l)een  granted,  while  others  in- 
formed the  Governor  such  action  would  be  proposed  at  the  meetings 
of  the  governing  bodies. 

In  Philadelphia,  Mayor  Wilson  forwarded  to  Citv  Council  an  ordi- 
nance changing  the  name  of  Government  Avenue,  which  runs  from 
the  Schuylkill  to  the  Delaware  Rivers,  above  the  Philadelphia  Naw 
Yard,  to  "Constitution  zA.venue." 

The  Borough  Council  of  Yeadon,  in  Delaware  County,  urged  that 
the  Committee  seek  the  renaming  of  the  l]altimore  Pike,  from  New 
York  City  to  the  National  Capital,  as  "Constitution  Highway;"  and 
another  suggestion  to  the  Conimittee  was  that  it  ask  Governor  h'arle 
to  name  the  new  all-weather  highway  from  Plarrisburg  to  Pittsl)urgh, 
under  construction  at  tlie  time,  "Constitution  Highway."  Governor 
Earle  had,  however,  alreadv  announced  that  the  road  would  be  named 
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the  "Warren  Van  Dyke"  highway,  in  honor  of  the  late  State  Secretary 
of  Highways. 

The  engineers  of  Easton,  l>ethleheni  and  Ahentown  conferred  on  the 
renaming  of  roadways  connecting  those  cities,  and  each  renamed 
streets  within  their  city  hmits  to  conform  with  this  plan.  Allentown 
informed  the  Committee  that  one  of  its  new  parkways  would  be  named 
"Constitution  Avenue."" 

A  numher  of  communities  luade  the  rededicatii  >n  of  ri.ads  the  feature 
of  the  "Ratification  Day"  Ceremonies  on  June  21.  and  this  served  to 
make  ])(issihle  a  numher  of  local  celebrations  in  the  various  regions. 

Alontgomery,  in  Lycoming  County,  dedicated  its  new  bridge  in  the 
Montgomery  Park,  "Constitution  Ih'idge,"  on  the  evening  of  June  21, 
and  the  ceremonies  were  attended  b\-  representatives  of  the  wState  High- 
way Department  and  of  cities  and  boroughs  nearby. 

In  l<"ayette  County,  a  stretch  of  concrete  road  between  Smith- 
lield  and  Xew  Geneva  was  named  the  "Albert  ( iallatin  Constitutional 
Highway,"  in  honor  of  both  the  Constitution  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  from  1801  tO'  1815;  and  the  new  Aliquippa-Ambridge  boule- 
vard was  also  rechristened,  "Constitution  Boulevard.'" 

(  Jther  comnumitics  whicli  notified  the  Commemoration  Committee 
that  they  had  rededicated  streets  or  highways,  inclurled  the  following: 


Al.ibott  Township 

Gettysburg 

Parryville 

Arnold 

Gillette 

Penn  Township 

Bernville 

Glen  Hope 

Perkasie 

Blanchard 

Hamilton  Township 

Pittsfield 

Blooming  Grove 

Hanimersley  F(.irk 

Porter  Township 

Bowmansville 

Hanover 

kidley  Park 

Brookville 

Harmony 

Runnerfield 

Buffalo  Township 

Herndon 

Salisl)ury  Township 

Bullskin  Township 

Hooversville 

Shenango  Township 

Burlington 

Hyde  Park 

.Sinking  Spring 

Canton  Borough 

Indiana  Borough 

.Slatington 

Centre  Hall 

Kimmel  Township 

Smithfield 

Cherry  Tree  Bcjrough 

kutztown 

.South  Creek  Township 

Clairton 

Lehighton 

South  Franklin 

Conemaugli 

Lock  Haven 

.South  Greensburg 

Conno(|nencssing 

Logan  Township 

South  Heidelberg 

Coupon 

London  Britam  Township 

Springboro 

Dcarfield  Township 

Lower  Chichester 

.Sugar  Grove 

Dimock  Township 

Markleysburg 
Martinsburg 

.Summerhill  Boro 

Duryea 

Taylor 

Dushore 

Marwood 

Taylorstovvn 

Itlizaheth  Tcjwnship 

Mercershurg 

Upper  Pottsgrove 

Elk  Township 

Mifflin  Township 

Washington  Township 

Farrell 

Mill  Creek 

Wayne  Township 

l<"orest  City 

Mortonville 

Wellersburg 

Foxburg 

A'loscow 

West  Carroll  Township 

Franklin 

Mount  Jewett 

White  Haven 

Freedom  Borough 

Mjrersdale 

Winton  Borough 

Freemansburg  Borough 

New  Freedom 

Youngsville 

Gerniania 

New  Kensington 

The  Renaming  of  Streets — Service  Club  Luncheons 
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On  June  21.  another  event,  which  further  demonstrated  the  scope 
of  the  state-wide  activities  of  the  Commemoration  Committee,  was  the 
observance  of  the  anniversary  l)v  service  clul)s  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. This  observance  took  the  form  of  joint  luncheons  arranged 
by  the  Committee  through  the  district  presidents  of  the  Kiwanis,  Rotary, 
Lions,  Exchange,  and  Optimists  Clubs. 

They  were  held  simultaneously  at  1  :00  P.  M.  and  the  i^rograms,  in 
addition  to  local  speakers  on  the  Constitution  and  other  features,  in- 
cluded "listening  in"  t(j  the  radio  broadcast  of  the  Independence  Scjuare 
"Ratification  Day"  exercises. 

Tn  Philadelphia,  at  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the  service 
clubs  in  the  headquarters  office  of  the  Commemoration  Committee  on 
April  23,  1938,  plans  for  the  joint  luncheon  in  that  city  first  were  made, 
and  these  culminated  in  an  impressive  observance  by  the  clubs  at  the 
Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel  on  June  21,  with  the  Kiwanis  Club  acting 
as  host. 

Hon.  Franklin  Spencer  Julmonds,  recognized  authority  on  Consti- 
tutional law,  was  the  princi])al  speaker  and  discussed  the  origin  and 
formation  of  the  Constitution.  ;Vfter  the  luncheon,  many  of  the  guests 
witnessed  the  military  parade  which  closed  the  Philadelphia  "Ratification 
Day"  ceremonies. 

Still  another  activity  which  brought  state-wide  co-operation  with 
the  Committee's  plans  was  that  centered  in  the  stores  of  the  Common- 
wealth. A  sub-committee,  headed  by  Mr.  F.  Raymond  Johnson,  sent  sev- 
eral communications  to  the  larger  stores  in  the  State  asking  that  they 
honor  the  Constitution  during  the  week  of  June  21.  Most  of  these 
stores  carried  tributes  to  the  Constitution  in  their  daily  advertisements, 
and  also  developed  instructive  and  beautiful  window  displays  and  in- 
terior exhibits. 


Chapter  XXX 


S  l  ATE-WIDE  CELEBRATIONS—JUNE,  1938 

While  Philadelphia  focused  its  attention  ui)on  the  colorful  events 
of  its  four-day  June  celebration,  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  also  held  a  major 
four-day  observance  of  the  birthday  of  the  C()nstituti< m.  (  )n  "Ratitication 
l)av."  June  21.  hundreds  of  (..ther  communities  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth joined  in  marking  the  anniversary. 

Mayors  and  burgesses  in  nearly  every  town  and  city  of  the  Com- 
monwealth issued  proclamations.*  the  text  of  which  had  been  furnished 
by  the  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee,  calling  upon  the  citizens 
of  their  respective  communities  tO'  pay  tril)ute  to  the  Constitution. 

The  Pittsburgh  Celebration 

In  Pittsburgh,  following  the  visit  of  Mr.  H.  Ennis  Jones  in  early 
June,  the  regional  committee  intensified  it,s  prejiaratory  work.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  distribution  of  leaflets  by  the  school  board,  the  Pittsburgh 
Committee  obtained  assistance  from  the  street  car  coni])any  and  the  taxi- 
cih  companv,  which  carried  l;illboards  and  cards  announcing  the  Pitts- 
burgh events. 

On  Tuesday,  June  7,  at  an  executive  meeting  of  the  I^ittsburgh  Com- 
mittee, the  following  program  was  approved  : 

June  18,  i)ilgrimage  to  and  ])atriotic  ceremonies  at  Fort  I'itt  I  Hock 
House;  June  19,  pilgrimage  t(j  "Friendship  Hill"  and  union  vesper  serv- 
ices in  the  evening;  June  20,  patriotic  radio  broadcasts;  June  21, 
National  Guard  salute  from  FlagstalT  Hill,  decoration  of  the  grave  of 
John  Neville,  a  military  parade,  and  a  mass  meeting  in  the  North  Side 
Carnegie  Music  Hall,  with  patriotic  broadcasts  from  all  local  stations. 

The  Pittsburgh  Council  of  Churches  asked  (jne  thousand  ministers 
of  all  denominations  to  co-operate  in  the  celebration,  and  on  Sunday, 
June  19,  this  co-operation  was  manifested  in  sermons  in  which  the 
Constitution  was  eulogized  in  nearly  all  of  the  churches. 

Literature,  automobile  stickers,  lithographs  and  other  material  re- 
lating to  the  Pittsburgh  celebration  were  distributed  during  the  week 
preceding  the  events  by  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  police,  by  means  of  county 
and  cit}'  trucks,  and  by  burgesses  of  the  boroughs  surrounding  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh. 

The  Pittsburgh  celebratii  n  started  at  9:00  A.  on  Saturday.  lune 
18,  with  the  pilgrimage  to  the  Fort  Pitt  Block  House,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  This  historical 
site  in  Pittsburgh,  where  the  immortal  Washington  once  stood,  and 
which  constituted  the  spearhead  of  one  of  our  early  frontiers,  was  visited 
by  many  citizens  from  the  Pittsburgh  Region  from  the  opening  of  the 

*  A  copy  is  printed  in  the  appendix.  /  7  i  ?  \ 
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pilgrimage  until  3 :  00  P.  AI.,  when  special  commemorative  services  were 
held  with  Judge  G.  Malcolm  McDonald,  the  chairman  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Region,  presiding. 

The  Rev.  Allen  E.  AUerton,  of  the  Alorningside  Christian  Churcli 
and  chaplain  of  the  Pittsburgh  Police  Department,  voiced  the  invoca- 
tion. Alass  singing  of  "America,"  accompanied  by  the  West  View  High 
School  Band,  followed.  Colonel  Franklin  Blackstone,  past  president 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 
s]Doke  of  the  part  played  at  Fort  Pitt  in  the  founding  of  the  great  indus- 
trial empire  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  General  Churchill  B.  Alehard. 
City  Solicitor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  representing  Mayor  Scully, 
brought  to  the  assemblage  the  greetings  of  the  municipality.  Mrs. 
Amelia  Neville  Oliver  Crittenden,  vice-president  of  the  Fort  Pitt  So- 
ciety, also  spoke  and  the  Rev.  Father  J.  liurdis.  assistant  pastor  of 
St.  Mary  of  Mercy  Church  of  Pittsburgh,  pr(jnr)unced  the  benediction. 
The  event  closed  with  the  singing  of  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner." 

At  9:30  A.  M.,  the  following  morning,  Sunday,  June  19,  under  the 
joint  sponsorship  of  the  Pennsylvania  C( institution  Commemoration 
Committee,  the  Pennsylvania  Highway  Travel  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Allegheny  County  Tableland  Council,  and 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  a  caravan  of  motor  cars 
left  the  City-County  Building.  Led  by  Major  Frank  M.  Roessing,  Di- 
rector of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  in  Pittsburgh,  and  accom- 
panied by  an  escort  of  city  and  State  police,  the  caravan  drove  to 
"Friendship  Flill,"  near  Geneva  in  Fayette  County,  and  joined  residents 
of  that  area  in  the  observance  at  this  shrine  to  Albert  Gallatin. 
Young  women  guides,  dressed  in  brightly  colored  hoop-skirts  of  the 
period  in  which  Gallatin  lived  at  "Friendship  Plill,"  conducted  the  pil- 
grims through  the  house  and  described  the  historic  pieces  in  the  various 
rooms. 

On  the  same  second  floor  porch  from  which  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
spoke  to  a  gathering  of  about  one  thousand  jiersons  on  his  historic  visit 
to  "Friendship  Hill,"  in  1824,  ceremonies  in  honor  of  the  Constitution 
and  Gallatin  were  held. 

Mr.  Grafton  Duvall,  representing  "Friendship  Hill,"  introduced  Air. 
William  N.  Robson,  Registrar  of  Deeds  of  Pittsburgh,  who  acted  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  The  national  anthem  was  played  by  the  band 
of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Post  No.  47,  of  LTniontown,  and  a 
uniformed  scpiad  from  American  Legion  Post  No.  499,  of  Point  Marion, 
fired  an  official  salute.  A  welcome  address  was  made  b}'  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Sowers,  president  and  founder  of  the  "Frienclshi])  Hill"  Association, 
and  other  speakers  were  Mr.  E.  J.  Priddy,  chairman  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Tableland  Council ;  [Mayor  Roessing,  Honorable  Buell  H.  White- 
hill,  vice-president  of  the  Westmoreland-Fayette  County  Branch  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania ;  Judge  AIcDonald,  and  Dr.  J.  W. 


246  The  Federal  Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania 


State-Wide  Celebrations — June,  1938 


247 


Oliver,  head  of  the  Department  of  History  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

A  benediction  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allerton,  and  the  exer- 
cises closed  with  the  playing  of  "America." 

Following  the  speaking  program,  trips  over  the  estate  were  taken 
by  many  of  the  pilgrims,  and  picnic  lunches  were  served  on  tables  under 
large  shade  trees  surrounding  the  house. 

In  the  evening  of  June  19,  at  the  historic  old  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  dating  back  to  pre-Revolutionary  days,  the  special  vesper 
services  were  held,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clarence  B.  McCartney  officiat- 
ing. In  his  sermon,  "America  and  her  Foundations,"  Dr.  McCartney 
traced  the  closely  knit  history  of  the  church  with  the  progress  of  the 
Nation.  The  church  was  beautifully  decorated  with  Continental  flags 
and  official  banners  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was 
packed  to  the  doors.  On  Monday,  the  20th,  the  patriotic  broadcasts  were 
made  from  radio  stations  in  Pittsburgh :  KDKA  ;  WCAE ;  WJAS ; 
KQV ;  and  WWSW.  They  consisted  of  addres,ses  by  prominent  Pitts- 
burgh citizens  and  other  features. 

On  "Ratification  Day"  at  1  :  00  P.  M. — the  same  hour  that  the  impres- 
sive Philadel]3hia  ceremonies  began — Pittsburgh  opened  its  observance 
of  this  anniversary  with  the  firing  of  twenty-one  guns  on  Flagstaff'  Hill, 
in  Schenley  Park,  by  a  battery  of  the  176th  Field  Artillery,  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard,  under  command  of  Colonel  W.  R.  Dunlap.  At  the 
same  hour  on  a  high  elevation  in  the  beautiful  Allegheny  Cemetery,  the 
grave  of  General  John  Neville,  Revolutionarv  War  hero  and  delegate 
to  the  Ratification  Convention  of  1787,  was  the  scene  of  a  solemn  and 
impressive  tribute.  Boy  Scout  troops  of  Pittsburgh  formed  a  square 
about  the  general's  grave.  As  the  guns  boomed  froiu  Flagstaff  Hill, 
Mrs.  Crittenden,  the  vice-president  of  the  Fort  Pitt  Society,  who  is 
the  great-great -great-granddaughter  of  General  Neville,  placed  upon 
the  grave  of  her  illustrious  ancestor  the  official  wreath  prepared  by  the 
Constitution  Committee.  Eagle  Scouts  Robert  Lindsay  and  James  Cham- 
pion formed  an  escort  of  honor  for  Mrs.  Crittenden  as  she  walked  to 
the  grave,  and  as  she  placed  the  wreath  the  colors  were  dipped  in  salute 
by  the  assembled  Boy  Scouts. 

Mr.  Neville  Davison,  Sr.,  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Pittsburgh  and  also  a  direct  descendant  of  General  Neville,  voiced  a 
prayer,  and  Honorable  Harmar  D.  Denny,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Third 
Region  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  spoke  brieflly  on  General  Neville's 
contribution  to  the  founding  of  the  Nation.  At  the  close  of  his  address, 
taps  were  sounded  and  Mr.  Davison  concluded  the  ceremony  with  a 
prayer. 

Boy  Scout  Troops  which  participated  included:  Troo])  14,  of  .^l. 
Raphael  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Morningside.  Pittsburgh ;  Troop  67, 
of  St.  Philomena  Church,  Squirrel  Hill,  Pittsburgh ;  Troop  238,  of  St. 
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Bernard  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Mt.  Lebanon,  Pittsburgh ;  Troop 
84,  of  the  Beverly  Heights  Presbyterian  Church,  Mt.  Lebanon,  Pitts- 
burgh ;  Troop  193,  of  Alt.  Lebanon  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Mt. 
Lebanon,  Pittsburgh ;  Troop  22,  of  Mt.  Lebanon  United  Lutheran 
Church,  yit.  Lebanon,  Pittsburgh;  Troop  1,  of  Mt.  Lebanon  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  Dormont ;  Troop  230,  of  I\lt.  Lebanon  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Troop  9,  of  the  East  Liberty  Presbyterian  Church. 

At  8 :30  that  night  a  miHtai-y  parade  of  National  Guard  units  moved 
from  the  intersection  of  Tunnel  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  Pittsburgh, 
down  Fifth  to  Liberty  Avenue,  to  Federal  Street,  to  Montgomery  Ave- 
nue, where  it  disbanded.  In  this  parade,  led  by  Colonel  Dunlap  and 
witnessed  bv  hundreds  who  lined  the  sidewalks,  were  the  following 
units:  The  176th  Field  Artillery  Band,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Isador  Cervone ;  the  Service  Company  of  the  103rd  Medical  Regiment 
of  Coraopolis ;  the  28th  Signal  Corps ;  the  headquarters  battery  of  the 
53rd  Field  Artillery  Brigade  ;  the  107th  Field  Artillery  Band ;  the  107th 
Field  Artillery,  under  command  of  Colonel  Eric  Fisher  Wood ;  the 
176th  Field  Artillery,  under  command  of  Lt.  Colonel  Andrew  P.  Shock, 
and  an  escort  of  citv  and  county  police.  The  three  Allegheny  County 
winners  of  the  Committee's  essay  contest — the  Misses  Bertha  and 
Sylvia  Greenberg,  and  Frances  Parry — also  rode  in  an  open  automobile 
in  the  parade,  escorted  by  Mr.  James  AlcChjskey,  and  they  were  greeted 
by  cheers  from  the  spectators. 

At  9:15  P.  jM.  the  closing  event  of  the  Pittsburgh  celebration  was 
held  at  the  North  Side  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  with  Judge  ^McDonald 
presiding.  Invocation  was  olTered  by  the  Rev.  Father  Thomas  Ouigley, 
the  assistant  pastor  of  the  Annunciation  Church,  North  Side,  and  mass 
singing  of  "America"  was  directed  by  Mr.  Bert  Mustin,  accompanied 
by  the  orchestra  octette  of  the  Allegheny  High  School.  Speakers  were 
Mr.  Edward  O.  Tabor,  the  chairman  of  Allegheny  County  :  Mayor  Cor- 
nelius D.  Scully,  the  honorary  chairman  of  the  region  ;  and  Honorable 
Benjamin  H.  Ludlow,  former  legislator  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  invited 
to  Pittsburgh  as  the  honor  speaker  of  the  evening. 

"There  are  certain  things  it  is  all  right  to  compromise."  Mr. 
Ludlow  told  the  gathering.  "We  can  compromise  on  the  length  of 
the  Presidential  term,  the  number  of  delegates  from  each  state, 
and  the  other  problems  of  statecraft.  In  these  matters  the  dele- 
gates at  the  Federal  Convention  compromised  their  views. 

"But  we  cannot  compromise  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of 
worship,  freedom  of  press,  freedom  of  assembly  and  freedom  of 
criticism.  In  these  things  there  were  not  then,  and  there  cannot 
be  now  any  compromise.  If  there  ever  is  there  will  not  be  an- 
other one  hundred  and  fifty  years  for  our  Constitution." 
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Introduction  of  the  three  contest  winners  followed.  Tlonorahle  Michael 
A.  jNIusnianno,  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of  Allegheny 
County,  then  talked  on  the  accomplishments  of  the  delegates  who  had 
ratified  the  Constitution  for  this  State;  and  llonorahle  Roy  E.  Furman, 
Sj^eaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  honorary  vice-chairman  of  the 
State  Committee  and  chairman  of  Greene  County,  briefly  told  of  the 
celebrations  of  other  counties  in  the  Pittsburgh  Region. 

Benediction  was  pronounced  b}'  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Newcomb, 
pastor  of  the  Eighth  L'nited  Pi-esbyterian  Church.  North  Side,  Pitts- 
burgh, and  the  ceremonies  came  to  an  end  with  ])atriotic  music  by  the 
Allegheny  High  School  octette. 

Earlier  that  evening.  Dr.  R.  O.  Hughes,  of  the  Pittsburgh  schools, 
had  supervised  a  radio  broadcast  over  Station  KOV  in  which  the  chil- 
dren of  Friendship  School  paid  their  respects  to  the  Constitution  with 
a  dramatization  of  the  Federal  Convention  of  1787.  The  closing  broad- 
cast of  the  Pittsburgh  celebration  was  at  10 :45  P.  M..  in  which  the 
principal  speaker  was  Mr.  Clarence  C.  Klein,  secretary  to  the  Unem- 
ployment Compensation  Board  of  Review,  and  personal  representative 
of  Governor  Earle. 

'Tn  a  world  characterized  by  unparalleled  confusion  and 
chaos — in  a  world  swept  by  a  rapid  succession  of  new  and  strange 
theories  of  g(jvernment — communism.  Nazism  and  Fascism,  the 
American  republic  still  stands  and  pledges  its  unfailing  trust  and 
limitless  confidence  in  a  magnificent  theory  of  social  organization 
that  we  call  democracy,"  Mr.  Klein  said. 

'T  believe  that  the  average  citizen  conceives  of  democracy  as 
a  state  of  society  in  which  the  greatest  amount  of  good  (and  I 
mean  practical,  tangible,  material  good )  comes  to  the  greatest 
number  of  people.  Human  beings  are  essentially  pragmatic,  that 
is,  they  judge  anything,  including  the  principle  or  a  theory  of 
government  by  the  manner  in  which  it  works.  Democracy  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  de- 
mocracy operates  under  an  es])ecial  and  divine  dis])ensation. 
Democracy,  too.  must  justify  itself  before  the  power  of  human 
opinion  by  proving  that  it  results  in  a  greater  amount  of  good 
to  a  greater  number  of  ])eople  than  would  any  other  theory  of 
government  ojjerating  under  similar  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions. In  other  words,  if  American  democracy  is  to  live — if  the 
great  principles  of  government  and  social  organization  contained 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  are  to  prevail,  we  must 
make  democracy  work." 

The  Pittsburgh  observance  of  the  birthdav  of  the  Constitution,  while 
not  as  elaborate  as  that  of  Philadelphia,  was,  nevertheless,  an  inspiring 
tribute  to  that  document,  and  it  served  to  arouse  great  appreciation  of 
American  liberties  on  the  part  of  the  school  children  and  the  adults  of 
the  southwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania.  As  in  Philadelphia,  the  downtown 
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stores  of  Pittsburgh  exhibited  beautiful  cHsplays  on  the  Constitution; 
many  shops  were  decorated  with  flags  during  the  four-day  celebration, 
and  whistles  were  blown  and  church  bells  rung  on  "Ratification  Day." 

The  foreign  born  of  Pittsburgh,  like  those  of  Philadelphia,  joined 
in  the  exercises. 

Others  participating  in  the  Pittsburgh  program  were  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bernard  C.  Clausen,  chairman  of  the  Church  Committee  ;  Colonel  John 
H.  Shcnkel,  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee;  Mr.  Harold  Ober- 
nauer,  chairman  of  the  Pittsl)urgh  Bar  Committee;  Judge  Gustav  L. 
Schramm,  chairman  of  the  Fraternal  Organizations  Committee;  Mr. 
Philip  Murray,  of  the  Labor  Committee;  Honorable  John  J.  Kane,  of  the 
County  Committee;  Mr.  Leo  Lehman,  of  the  Business  and  Professional 
Committee;  Mr.  Gerald  O'Neill,  of  the  Llotel  and  Restaurant  Com- 
mittee; Mrs.  John  M.  Phillips,  of  the  Women's  Committee:  Colonel 
I'^-anklin  Blackstone,  of  the  Speakers'  Committee ;  Mr.  William  Brad- 
ford, of  the  Service  Club  Committee  ;  Dr.  James  H.  Greene,  of  the  Civic 
Association  Committee;  Mr.  Malcolm  MacPherson,  of  the  Patriotic 
Committee;  Mr.  Robert  F.  Vann,  of  the  Negro  Organizations  Com- 
mittee; and  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Kirkwood  Craig,  of  the  Sabbath  School 
Committee.* 

Outside  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  tlie  other  counties  of  the  south- 
western region  of  the  Commemoration  Committee,  celebrations  varying 
in  nature  and  in  lengtli  of  duration  were  held  in  many  towns  and 
boroughs. 

Some  of  these  observances  were  confined  to  exercises  in  the  .schools 
in  the  various  localities,  and  the  service  chil)s  throughout  the  Pitts- 
burgh Region  joined  in  observing  the  date  of  the  anniversary.  In 
Uniontown,  county  seat  of  Fayette  County,  all  patriotic,  fraternal,  and 
civic  organizations  marked  "Ratification  Day."  The  Rotary  Club  de- 
voted its  program  (in  June  ^1  to  a  s])ecial  observance  on  the  Constitu- 
tion; business  establishments  and  homes  featured  ])atriotic  displays, 
and  that  night  a  patriotic  meeting  was  held  in  the  Court  House  with 
addresses  by  fnrmer  Congressman  Henry  W.  Temple,  member  of  the 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College  faculty;  Postmaster  Wooda  N.  Carr; 
former  Judge  Thomas  H.  Hudson,  ]iresident  of  the  Fort  Necessity 
Chapter,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution;  the  Rev.  \\'illiam  l!lake 
Hindman,  ])residenl  of  the  Westmoreland-Fayette  Branch  of  the  His- 
torical Society;  Mrs.  Joscjili  W.  Kay,  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Sheetz. 

Congressman  Tcm])lc  said: 

"No  nation  c\er  had  a  Constitution  written  as  clearly  or  as 
plainly  as  ours.  It  is  the  guaranty  of  our  right  to  enjoy  liberty, 
the  safeguard  of  (jur  hajipiness.  Ihiwever,  T  believe  in  changes 
when  they  become  necessary.    A  great  tree  may  still  be  pruned 

*  The  names  of  the  nienil)ers  of  the  Pittsburgli  City  ("iminiittees  are  listed  in  the 
appendix. 
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but  we  don't  tear  it  up  by  tbe  roots  and  jjlant  a  seedling  in  its 
place.    We  keep  what  we  have  and  guard  it  carefully." 

In  Butler,  a  historical  pageant,  Tlic  Making  of  llic  Coiisfiftifion. 
in  which  members  of  the  county  bar  association  ]iortrayed  the  parts 
played  by  the  original  drafters  of  the  Constitution,  was  presented  in  the 
senior  high  school  auditorium  on  the  night  of  June  21,  with  an  address 
by  Judge  John  11.  Wilson.  The  pageant  was  the  same  as  that  pre- 
viously presented  b\-  the  I'hiladelphia  Bar  Association. 

In  McKeesport,  on  June  15,  the  observance  of  the  Constitution  was 
combined  with  that  of  Flag  Day  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

In  .\liquippa,  a  borough  of  Beaver  Countw  tlie  "Ratihcation  Day" 
celebration  opened  with  a  sunrise  flag-raising  ceremony  and  reached 
its  height  early  in  the  afternoon  when  a  colorful  parade  of  twenty-five 
units,  with  one  thousand  school  children  in  line,  was  viewed  by  several 
thousand  people.  Ceremonies  following  the  parade  included  services  at 
the  Aliquippa  stadium  with  addresses  by  Burgess  Keifer ;  Judge  Henry 
Hice  Wilson,  the  county  chairman;  Mr.  A.  11.  DeCastrique,  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  Lytle  Wilson,  and  former  District  Attorney  Louis 
E.  Graham.  That  evening  the  celebration  was  climaxed  by  a  ceremony 
in  the  Aliquippa  High  School  gymnasium. 

Washington  Countv  observed  the  anniversary  with  the  dedication 
of  "Constitution  Bcnilevard"  at  Taylorstown,  and  the  planting  of  a  tree 
by  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  on  the  cam])nN  of  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College  during  the  third  day  of  the  annual  State  Convention  nf  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

At  California,  in  Washington  County,  the  commemoration  was 
marked  on  the  athletic  field  of  the  California  Comnunn'ty  Center  l)y  a 
talk  on  the  Constitution  by  ]\Ir.  .\.  S.  (iilmore. 

In  the  borough  of  Cherry  Tree,  the  celebration  opened  with  the 
blowing  of  whistles  and  the  ringing  of  church  and  .school  bells  from 
1:00  P.  M.  to  1:05  P.  M.  on  "Ratification  Day."  Residents  from 
surrounding  counties  participated  and  though  the  population  of  the 
borough  was  only  about  six  hundred,  more  than  twelve  hundred  joined 
in  a  parade  of  motor  cars,  the  local  fire  conqxmy,  the  local  Sheepskin 
Band,  school  children,  and  others.  The  parade  centered  about  the  Fort 
Stanwix  Treaty  Monument  and  began  at  6:15  P.  M.  With  the  dis- 
banding of  the  parade  there  was  a  program  of  patriotic  singing,  prayer, 
a  flag  salute,  and  a  presentation  to  the  town  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dogwood  trees  planted  by  the  Cherry  Tree  Service  Clubs  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  anniversary.  ITon.  J.  T.  Stewart,  member  of  the  House, 
from  Indiana  County,  spoke  on  the  birth  of  the  Constitution,  and  Bur- 
gess W.  D.  Notler  also  made  an  address,  with  a  pantomime  entitled 
Preamble  to  tlic  Constitution,  by  civic  organizations  completing  the 
observance. 
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The  Erie  Region  Celebration 

In  the  Erie  Region,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  J.  Ehner  Reed,  the 
regional  chairman,  and  Mayor  CharHe  R.  Barber,  the  honorary  regional 
chairman,  many  interesting  and  commemoi'ative  meetings  were  held, 
with  more  than  one  thousand  persons  participating  in  an  open-air  meet- 
ing in  Warren  on  June  21. 

Patriotic  broadcasts  over  local  radio  stations  in  this  area  were 
nunu-rcjus,  and  the  churches  widelv  observed  "Reverence  Day"  on  Sun- 
day, June  19. 

The  Warren  celebration  was  held  at  8:00  P.  M.  on  the  lawn  of 
the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  ^lonument,  with  music  by  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  Band.  Mr.  IT.  D.  Harris  presided  and  introduced  Mr. 
Henry  Nicholson,  an  attorney,  who  made  an  address,  "(  )ur  Constitu- 
tion." Another  attorney,  Mr.  Warren  Stone,  addressed  the  meeting 
on  "What  the  Constitution  Means  to  Us."  In  the  costumes  of  the  period, 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  members  of  the  American  Legion,  and 
high  school  students  portrayed  "The  S])irit  of  1776." 

In  Franklin,  "Ratihcation  Day"  was  observed  by  a  dinner  sponsored 
by  the  Franklin  Lodge  of  l'~lk,s,  the  Franklin  Post  ol'  tlie  American 
Legion,  the  hranklin  Rotary  and  Kiwanis  Clubs,  and  the  h^-anklin 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus.  Speakers  stressed  the  rights  and  safe- 
guards which  the  Constitution  gives  to  the  citizens  of  America. 

In  Bradford,  the  anniversary  was  marked  on  Sunday,  June  19,  by 
an  address,  "The  Constitution — Can  We  Kvvp  It?"  by  Dr.  F.  Dean 
Miller,  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

One  of  the  most  unique  observances  of  the  anniversary  was  held  in 
the  Erie  Region.  Aboard  the  steamer  Scciindhcc,  on  Lake  Erie,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Association  of  Iloroughs  interrupted  its  annual  con- 
vention on  Tuesday,  June  21,  to  hold  a  sjiecial  meeting  to  honor  the 
Constitution,  with  a  speaking  program  and  tlie  distribution  of  patriotic 
literature  to  its  members  and  guests.  The  Sccainlbcc  had  embarked 
from  Erie  on  June  20. 

At  Meadville,  the  celebration  took  the  form  of  an  address  l)y  Pro- 
fessor Hurst  R.  Anderson,  of  the  Allegheny  College  faculty,  before  the 
Rotary  Club  on  "Ratification  Day."  Conneaut  Lake  also  had  special 
services  and  in  the  city  of  I'^rie.  though  no  special  ceremonies  were  held, 
downtown  stores  exhibited  beautiful  displays  and  the  chimes  of  the 
St.  Peter's  Cathedral  rang  out  "America"  at  exactly  1:00  P.  Af.  on 
"Ratification  Day." 

Over  the  inter-oHice  communicating  radio  svstem  of  the  Erie 
])lant  of  the  ( ieneral  i'dectric  Company,  a  broadcast  was  made  at 
1  :  00  P.  M.  on  the  same  day.  calling  attentinu  of  the  thousands  of  em- 
ployes to  the  Constitution  anniversary.  This  unusual  tribute  was  ar- 
ranged by  Mr.  Robert  C.  Reed,  son  of  the  regional  chairman.  Another 
significant  tribute  was  that  paid  by  the  Polish  Tribune.  Erie  newspaper. 
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which  pubHshed  on  June  21  a  special  "Constitutional  Nunil)er,"  in  which 
half  of  the  first  page  was  devoted  to  a  pictorial  symbol  of  the  l)irth  (jf 
the  Constitution.  In  its  cokinms  tliis  paper  carried  in  Ixith  h"ngHsh  and 
Polish  numerous  articles  on  the  Constitution. 

The  Williamsi'okt  Region  Celebration 

Efforts  to  prom(;te  a  s])ecial  celebration  on  June  21  in  W  ilham>i)ort 
were  made  by  Mr.  James  \V.  Foresman,  the  regional  chairman,  but 
local  conditions  prevented  culmination  of  the  program. 

The  schools  and  churches  in  Williamsport,  however,  contributed  spe- 
cial exercises  and  sermons  to  the  anniversary.  In  other  counties  in 
this  region  ceremonies  were  held  either  on  or  before  June  21.  The 
Rotary  Club  of  VVilliams]x.)rt  on  June  20  heard  Mr.  Franklyn  R.  Doyle 
speak  on  the  virtues  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  address  was  broadcast 
over  the  local  Williamsport  radio  station. 

In  Sunburv,  at  a  joint  service  clul)  luncheon  of  ihe  Rotary  and 
Kiwanis  Clubs  on  "Ratification  Day,"  June  21,  the  members  "listened 
in"  on  the  exercises  broadcast  from  Philadelphia.  Following  the  Phila- 
delphia exercises,  Mr.  Carl  Rice,  an  attorney,  addressed  the  meeting 
and  declared  : 

'"The  ]>ower  to  g(.)\ern.  whether  jiossessed  by  one,  a  class,  or 
many,  has  inherently  within  itself  the  power  to  destroy  liberty 
and  it  must  be  curbed  and  kept  within  definite  b(junds. 

"In  times  of  unreasonable  public  hysteria  or  excitement  or 
when  the  majority  of  people  are  laboring  under  some  prejudice 
against  a  group  of  class  or  are  in  favor  of  a  change  which  for 
the  time  being  may  be  of  benefit  but  is  only  transitory  and  not  of 
any  lasting  soundness,  groups,  minorities  and  individuals  can  suf- 
fer from  the  action  of  the  crowd,"  he  continued.  "Only  the  Con- 
stitution fearlessly  and  courageously  applied  in  its  guarantees 
to-  us  can  protect  us  from  discriminatory  or  oppressive  policies." 

Hughesville,  in  Lycoming  County,  marked  "Ratification  Day"  with 
the  blowing  of  whistles  on  industrial  plants  and  the  ringing  of  the  church 
and  school  bells. 

Towanda,  in  Bradford  County,  also  was  decorated  for  the  anniver- 
sary and  it  was  ushered  in  with  a  salute  of  thirteen  cannons,  in  honor 
of  the  Thirteen  (Jriginal  States.  These  guns  boomed  at  1:00  I'.  M. 
on  June  21,  and  were  joined  by  fire  and  industrial  whistles,  and  church 
bells.  All  stores  in  the  town  closed  from  1  :  00  P.  M.  to  1  :  30  P.  M. 

The  Harrisburg  Region  Celebration 

Although  the  State  Ca])ital  did  not  hold  a  special  celebration  of  the 
birthday  of  the  Constitution,  the  Harrisburg  Region  with  Colonel  John 
Mcllhenny  Smith,  as  regional  chairman,  was  the  scene  of  several  im- 
pressive observances. 
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As  in  (ithcr  rfgions  of  the  State,  churches  and  service  ckibs  par- 
ticipated, and  the  schcjols  of  Harrisburg,  as  well  as  those  in  other  cities 
and  towns,  emphasized  some  i)hase  of  the  Constitution  either  through 
addresses  or  pageantry.  American  Legion  posts  and  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  als(i  lu'ld  many  meetings  in  hdutir  of  the  Constitution. 

An  observance  in  the  city  of  Altoona  was  arranged  through  a  gen- 
eral committee  of  fifteen  headed  by  jNIr.  J.  H.  Shearer,  of  Blair  County. 
It  opened  on  Sunday.  June  19,  and  was  preceded  by  a  program  the 
night  before  over  local  broadcasting  stations,  sponsored  by  the  American 
Legion  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  William  C.  Bashore.  Special  serv- 
ices in  the  Altoona  churches  on  Sundav  morning  were  followed  by  a 
radio  address  on  the  Constitution  that  afternoon  by  the  Rev.  G.  Mason 
Cochran,  pastor  of  the  Broad  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church.  The  city 
was  decorated  and  window  displays  were  carried  in  nearly  every  store. 
On  Monday,  June  20,  the  American  Legion  radio  programs  continued. 
On  Tuesday  at  1:00  P.  M.,  six  civic  clubs,  the  Rotary,  Quota,  Lions, 
Kiwanis,  A. B.C.,  and  the  Business  and  Professional  Women's  Clubs, 
held  a  joint  luncheon  at  the  Penn-Alto  Hotel  and  heard  an  adddress 
by  Dr.  Garland  A.  Bricker,  of  New  York  City.  Photographs  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  of  the  Constitution  were 
on  display,  as  was  a  replica  of  Independence  Hall. 

Altoona  newspapers  joined  in  the  observance  of  the  anniversary  by 
carrying  special  news  items  relative  to  historical  events;  and  Boy 
and  Girl  Scouts,  and  School  I'.oy  Patrols  also  marked  the  anniversary, 
while  the  Blair  Ccmnty  Historical  Society  sponsored  an  exhibit  on  the 
Constitution  at  the  Blake  Mansion. 

Reading,  in  lU-rks  County,  was  the  setting  for  educational  and  im- 
pressive exercises  during  the  period.  On  Sunday,  May  15,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Polish  Affairs  held  a  mass  meeting  which  commemorated  not 
only  the  ratification  of  our  Constitution,  but  the  signing  of  the  Polish 
Constitution  of  May  3  and  the  third  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Marshal 
Pilsudski,  the  Polish  patriot.  Addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  Louis  J. 
Heizmann,  the  chairman  of  Berks  County;  Mayor  J.  Henry  Stump  of 
Reading;  the  Rev.  John  Mickun.  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Stanley  Sobienowski,  of  Columbia  LTniversity  ;  and  Arthur  Pruden 
Coleman,  lecturer  at  the  same  university. 

On  June  21,  the  combined  service  clubs  of  Reading  held  a  luncheon 
at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Hotel,  at  which  Mr.  John  Dickinson,  (jeneral 
Solicitor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  s])oke.  This  meeting,  too,  heard 
the  broadcast  iram  Independence  Plall  in  Philadelphia.  That  evening 
the  Governor  Joseph  Hei.ster  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  held  a  dinner  dance  at  the  Wyomissing  Club  with  Irving 
C.  Hanners  as  toastmaster.  Mr.  Harold  G.  Watkins,  District  Attorney  of 
Schuylkill  County,  deliverefl  a  forceful  defense  of  the  Constitution  in 
which  he  contended  that  the  criticisms  launched  against  that  document 
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either  had  no  basis  in  fact  or  could  be  corrected  by  means  provided  by 
the  Constitution  itself.  Other  speakers  at  this  dinner,  which  also  marked 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Governor  Joseph  Heister  Chapter,  included 
Mr.  Jacob  Erdman  Cope,  vice-president  of  the  State  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  Dickinson,  who.  at  one  time,  was 
Assistant  Attorne}'  General,  and  Mrs.  John  K.  Stoudt.  regent  of  the 
Berks  County  Chapter.  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  Cumberland  Count}-,  the  observance  began  as  earl}'  as  ^Memnrial 
Dav,  when  speakers  at  commemorative  exercises  touched  on  the  Li in- 
stitution and  its  Ijirthday.  Service  clubs  in  Carlisle  held  special  programs 
at  their  regular  meetings,  and  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society 
held  two  public  meetings  devoted  to  the  anniversary. 

York  Lions  Club  sponsored  a  joint  service  clul)  luncheon  on  June 
21.  and  the  meeting  was  typical  of  those  held  by  service  clubs  through- 
out the  State.  A  few  minutes  before  1  :  00  P.  M.  three  men  attired  as 
Colonial  minute  men  marched  into  the  room  in  a  representation  of  the 
"Spirit  of  '76.''  Mr.  Donald  Yost,  attorney,  spoke  on  the  Constitution. 

Wrightsville.  in  York  County,  marked  the  anniversary  with  the 
dedication  of  a  plot  of  ground  as  "Constitution  Park,"  in  which  were 
placed  historic  cannons  used  fluring  the  Civil  War. 

In  Lebanon,  the  Rotary  Club  heard  Louis  Ehrman  Meyer,  attorney, 
speak  on  the  Constitution  ;  and  in  Lancaster  the  Lions  Club  observed 
the  anniversary  at  its  ^lay  24  meeting  with  an  address  by  Dr.  ]\I.  G. 
Chadman. 

Ebensburg,  in  Cambria  County,  held  its  celebration  June  21  at  the 
Court  House,  with  President  Judge  John  H.  AlcCann.  of  the  Camliria 
County  Court,  as  the  speaker.  Other  judges  of  the  Cambria  County 
courts  and  Chief  Justice  John  Kephart,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  were  present. 

At  Lewistown.  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Burgess  John  Mealy, 
a  celebration  was  held  at  the  Logan  Guard  Post  of  the  American  Legion. 

The  Wilkes-Barre  Region  Celebration 
^^■hile  many  If.cal  celebrations  were  held  in  the  counties  comprising 
this  region,  with  the  usual  school  and  church  observances  during  the 
period  of  the  June  celebration,  the  principal  exercises  in  Wilkes-Barre 
were  not  held  until  July  2. 

On  that  day  residents  of  the  Wyoming  \"alley  commemorated  not 
only  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversarv  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Constitution,  but  also  the  one  hundred  and  sixtieth  anniversary 
of  the  Battle  of  Wyoming,  for  it  was  on  Friday.  July  3.  in  1778. 
that  a  small  army  of  American  soldiers  fought  the  C(.)mbined  fcjrces  of 
the  British.  Tories,  and  Indians.  The  exercises  commemorating"  the 
Constitution  and  this  battle,  one  of  the  three  Revolutionary  events  in 
the  history  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  were  held  at  10:  30  A.  ]\I.  July  2  at 
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the  Wyoming  Monument — erected  near  the  spot  of  the  conflict  and  over 
the  burial  spot  of  settlers  slain  in  the  Wyoming  Massacre.  Thousands 
of  residents  of  Wilkes-Barre  and  from  all  sections  of  the  valley  attended 
the  program,  which  was  sponsored  for  the  sixty-first  consecutive  year 
by  the  Wyoming  Commemorative  Association. 

Dr.  Frank  Monaghan,  of  Yale  University  and  director  of  research 
of  the  1939  New  York  World's  Fair,  was  the  principal  speaker. 

"Times  following  the  Constitution  were  indeed  dark  days 
for  the  newly  established  republic  as  profound  economic  discon- 
tent stirred  throughout  the  Xaticn,"  Dr.  Monaghan  said. 

"The  States  wrangled  with  each  other  over  boundaries,  land 
claims  and  legal  tender  laws.  Apprehensions,  quarrels,  confusion, 
chaos,  and  government,  all  marked  the  four  years  following  the 
Revolution. 

"You  know  the  radicals  of  1787  very  well  but  jierhaps  you 
do  not  recognize  them  in  that  role.  These  radicals  were  the  Fathers 
of  the  Constitution.  Every  revolution  is  followed  by  its  counter- 
revolution. Thus  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  was  the 
counter-revolution  of  the  American  Revolution  ;  it  was  the  climax 
of  the  movement  which  secured  our  independence. 

"These  essentially  conservative  leaders  of  our  Constitution 
were  capable  of  becoming  radical  leaders  if  need  be,  as  indeed 
need  was.  And  they  gave  the  American  Nation  an  enduring  frame- 
work for  harmonious  cooperation  and  for  peace  and  for  orderly 
progress." 

Miss  Anne  Dorrance.  of  Kingston,  the  president  of  the  Wyoming 
Commemorative  Association  and  a  director  of  the  \\'yoming  Historical 
and  Geological  Society,  paid  tribute  to  the  men  and  women  who  suf- 
fered in  fear  and  uncertaintv  preceding  the  battle  and  massacre  of 
Wy(jming.  Colonel  Ernest  G.  Smith,  the  Wilkes-Barre  regional  chair- 
man, also  talked  brieflv  on  the  Constitution  and  the  WYoming  ]\Ionu- 
ment.  Mr.  William  Brewster,  an  attornev  of  Kingston,  was  another 
speaker,  and  the  Rev.  Martyn  D.  Keeler,  pastor  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  gave  the  invocation.  Boy  and  <  iirl  Scouts  from  through- 
out the  Wyoming  Valley  participated  in  the  ceremonies.  Members  of 
the  committee  in  charge  of  this  ceremonv  included  Miss  Anne  Dorrance, 
Mrs.  Harry  C.  Miller,  Miss  Emily  W'ilcox,  Mrs.  John  Doughty,  Mr. 
Ccray  Miller,  Mayor  Charles  N.  Loveland,  Flonorable  Leo  C.  Mundy. 
Colonel  Smith,  Miss  Frances  Dorrance,  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Cope. 

In  Schuylkill  County  under  Mr.  Homer  R.  Knapp,  the  chairman,  an 
excellent  contribution  to  the  Constitutional  observance  was  made  bv  the 
newspapers,  with  special  articles  explaining  the  Constitution  and  the 
celebration.  Programs  were  held  in  the  various  scliools  in  the  county 
and  the  Rotary,  Lions,  Winter  Educational  Society,  Girl  Scouts,  Boy 
Scouts,  the  Y.M.C.A.,  and  other  civic  cIuIjs  als<j  held  inspiring  Consti- 
tution exercises.  Members  of  the  Schux  lkill  County  Bar  and  particularly 


State- Wide  Celebrations — June,  1938 


261 


the  judges  of  the  courts,  spoke  on  the  Constitution  at  various  club 
meetings ;  and  on  Sunday,  June  19,  every  Protestant  church  in  the 
section  held  special  services. 

The  Lackawanna  County  Committee  held  a  series  of  events  starting 
on  November  11,  1937,  and  concluding  on  July  4,  1938.  On  "Ratifica- 
tion Day,"  in  Scranton  and  throughout  Lackawanna  County,  exercises 
were  held  by  civic  and  patriotic  organizations,  and  additional  tributes 
to  the  Constitution  were  interwoven  with  the  Foin"th  of  Jul}'  celebration 
in  Scranton. 

The  Lehigh  County  celebration  included  services  in  the  churches  on 
"Reverence  Day,"  and  special  studies  by  Allentown  High  School  stu- 
dents on  "Ratification  Day."  At  1  :  00  P.  M.  on  "Ratification  Day"  the 
Lehigh  County  Committee,  under  Mr.  Charles  W.  Ettinger,  chairman, 
held  impressive  exercises  in  the  Zion  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 
in  Allentown.  Hon.  Malcolm  W.  Gross,  Mayor  of  the  City,  presided,  and 
prayer  was  ofifered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Simon  Sipple.  Mrs.  Harr}'  H.  Reich- 
ard,  representing  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution ;  Hon. 
Frank  M.  Trexler,  representing  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ; 
and  Hon.  Ethan  Allen  Gearhart,  President  Judge  of  the  Lehigh 
County  Orphans'  Court,  spoke  on  the  Constitution  and  its  importance 
in  the  lives  of  Americans  today.  The  church  in  which  the  celebration 
was  held  is  of  great  historical  importance,  for  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  the  Liberty  Bell  was  carried  froni  Philadelphia  to  Allentown  to 
escape  the  British  occupation  and  was  hidden  there. 

On  Friday  evening,  June  24,  at  8:00  P.  M.,  at  West  Park,  Allen- 
town, a  municipal  concert  by  the  ladies'  chorus,  the  male  chorus,  the 
children's  chorus,  and  the  male  quartet  of  the  Lehigh  Saengerbund  was 
held  in  honor  of  the  Constitution.  The  Saengerbund  is  an  eighty-one- 
year-old  German  singing  society  in  Allentown,  and  its  concert,  under 
the  direction  of  Professor  Herbert  Fiss,  was  arranged  through  Phillip 
Trabel,  a  member  of  the  Lehigh  County  Committee.  Congressman 
Oliver  W.  Frey  spoke.  The  songs  included  old  world  folk  tunes  and 
classics,  and  the  program  closed  with  the  singing  of  the  "Star  Spangled 
Banner."  It  was  a  splendid  tribute  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  Amer- 
icanism of  this  group  of  German  singers. 

At  Alburtis,  in  Lehigh  County,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  William 
H.  Hunsberger,  a  member  of  the  county  committee,  a  celebration  of  the 
anniversary  was  held  at  8:  15  on  the  borough  school  ground.  This  pro- 
gram included  an  adddress  by  Lion.  James  F'.  Henninger,  with  music, 
a  flag  drill,  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Carl  Neudoerffer. 

The  borough  of  Emaus  celebrated  June  19  with  services  in  the 
churches  and  "Ratification  Day"  witl:  the  Ijlowing  of  industrial  whistles, 
and  the  ringing  of  church  and  school  bells. 

In  Forty  Fort  the  anniversary  was  observed  by  the  planting  and 
dedicating  of  a  Constitution  tree  by  members  of  the  Frances  Sloan  So- 
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ciety,  Children  of  the  American  Revokition,  on  May  28.  Boy  Scouts, 
Mrs.  Harvey  A.  Spannuth,  Colonel  Thomas  H.  Atherton,  donor  of  the 
tree ;  the  Rev.  Ralph  A.  VVeatherly,  and  Miss  Grace  F.  Rockafellow  par- 
ticipated in  the  program. 

The  Philadelphia  Region  Celebration 

In  the  counties  of  this  region,  outside  of  Philadelphia,  emphasis  was 
laid  upon  the  observance  by  the  churches  of  "Reverence  Day."  The  June 
commencement  exercises  in  all  sch(>ols  also  marked  the  birthday  of  the 
Constitution. 

In  Delaware  Count}',  under  Mrs.  Oswald  Chew  and  Colonel  James 
A.  G.  Campbell,  the  co-chairmen,  posters  and  other  literature  supplied 
by  the  State  Committee  were  distributed  widely,  and  members  of  the 
Delaware  County  Committee  attended  the  Philadelphia  events  in  a  body. 

In  Chester  County,  under  the  chairman.  Dr.  Henry  Pleasants,  Jr., 
of  West  Chester,  the  observance  was  centered  in  an  essay  contest  in 
ten  of  the  high  schools.  Each  school  was  assigned  a  subject  relative 
to  the  Constitution  and  a  prize  of  $5.00  was  awarded  to  each  winner. 
In  three  instances  this  award  was  sponsored  by  a  local  service  club. 
The  winners  of  the  preliminary  contests  competed  in  finals  on  June  21, 
delivering  their  essays  as  orations  before  three  judges,  Miss  Fern  Bar- 
rer,  of  the  State  Teachers  College,  J.  Carroll  Hayes,  and  Miss  Isabel 
Darlington.  The  students  who  competed  in  the  finals  were  Miss 
Elizabeth  Truml^o,  Barbara  Corson,  Noah  Hershey,  Walter  N.  Cox, 
Nancy  R.  Edwards,  Robert  Hetrick,  Arthur  Detweiler,  Irving  Fried, 
and  Harold  Mittman.  Hartild  Mittman  was  awarded  first  prize  of  $15  ; 
Arthur  Detweiler,  second  prize  of  $10;  and  Nancy  R.  Edwards,  third 
prize  of  $5.  The  orations  were  heard  by  an  audience  of  about  one 
thousand  persons  at  the  Philips  Memorial  iVuditorium  of  the  State 
Teachers  College  at  West  Chester. 

Addresses  were  made  l3y  Walter  E.  Greenwood,  Esci.,  president 
of  the  Chester  County  Fair  Association ;  Charles  S.  Swope,  president 
of  the  State  Teachers  College;  and  the  county  chairman,  Dr.  Pleasants; 
with  the  invocation  by  Rabbi  I.  Shoulson,  and  the  benediction  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Assheton  Wintersteen,  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Church,  West  Ches- 
ter. Miss  Gertrude  Schmidt,  directress  of  summer  school  music  at 
the  Teachers  College,  was  in  charge  of  the  musical  portion  of  the  pro- 
gram. Honorable  Owen  j.  Roberts,  Associate  Justice  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend  these  exercises. 

In  the  Easton  public  schools  an  essay  contest  was  held  and,  at  the 
request  of  the  county  committee,  the  local  chapter  of  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America  otTered  a  cash  prize  for  the  best  original  Con- 
stitution poster.  The  winning  posters  were  displayed  in  Easton  store 
windows.  On  "Ratification  Day,"  in  Easton  and  other  communi- 
ties of  Lehigh  county,  churcli  I)ells  were  rung  and  factory  whistles  blown. 
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On  the  same  clay  a  joint  meeting  in  the  Hotel  Easton  was  held,  with 
the  Easton  Rotary  Club  acting  as  host  to  the  Kiwanis,  Lions,  Monarchs, 
Women's  Club,  Business  and  Professional  Women,  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  the  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics, 
the  Easton  City  Guard,  the  Lafayette  Faculty  Chili,  and  the  Y's  Men's 
Club. 

The  burgesses  of  Bangor,  Bath,  Penn-Argyl,  Nazareth,  Wind  Gap, 
Northampton,  Wilson  Borough,  and  West  Easton ;  the  Easton  City 
Council,  the  Northampton  County  Commissioners,  judges  of  the  courts, 
Congressmen,  and  others  also  attended.  The  City  of  Easton  furnished 
flags  for  decorations.  The  invocation  was  by  the  Rev.  Frederic  O. 
Musser,  and  Dr.  Morris  L.  Shafer,  of  New  York  University,  delivered 
an  address,  "The  Constitution  and  the  Progress  of  Democracy." 

The  Boy  Scouts  of  the  county,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Committee, 
engaged  in  the  observance  b}^  holding  a  conference  of  the  Delaware 
Valley  area  at  Wind  Gap  on  "Ratification  Day." 

The  borough  of  Pottstown  was  decorated  and  industrial  plants, 
churches,  and  schools  sounded  whistles  and  bells  for  a  five-minute  period 
on  June  21.  Service  clubs  joined  in  the  demonstration  and  at  a  joint 
luncheon  meeting  listened  to  the  broadcast  of  the  exercises  at  Inde- 
pendence Hall. 

In  Sellersville,  Bucks  County,  industries  held  open  house  for  the 
public  on  June  20  in  honor  of  the  Constitution  and  on  June  21  there 
was  a  special  program  in  the  Perkasie-Sellersville  High  School  audi- 
torium in  Perkasie,  at  which  Mr.  Stewart  Nase  was  the  principal 
speaker.  A  Constitution  tree  was  planted  with  appropriate  exercises 
and  in  the  evening  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  persons  attended  a 
huge  out-of-doors  church  service  on  the  athletic  grounds  of  the  school. 
This  ceremony  was  follo\\'ed  by  an  archery  contest. 


Chapter  XXXI 


THE  CHAIRMAN'S  DINNER— THE  ACTIVITIES 
REPORT— CONCLUSION 

In  acknowledgment  of  the  aid  of  the  men  and  women  who  had  been 
active  in  carrying  out  the  Philadelphia  observance  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  the  Constitution,  J\Ir.  Albert 
M.  Greenfield,  the  State  Chairman,  personall)-  tendered  a  dinner  to 
them  on  the  evening  of  June  30  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel,  in  Phila- 
delphia. About  one  hundred  persons  attended  this  dinner,  and  the 
Chairman  took  the  occasion  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  men  and 
women  who  had  served  as  chairmen  or  as  members  of  the  sub-com- 
mittees in  Philadelphia.  They  were  asked  to  speak  and  all  briefly 
stated  their  belief  that  the  lessons  of  liberty  instilled  by  the  activities 
of  the  Committee  would  have  a  lasting  benefit. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1938,  the  final  activities  report 
of  the  Committee  was  drafted  and  sent  to  press.  Publication  was  com- 
pleted late  in  September  and  it  was  mailed  to  the  Committee  members 
and  to  historical  societies  throughout  the  State. 

Containing  forty-four  pages,  with  a  l)lue  paper  cnxer  bearing  the 
Seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  this  report  listed  in  detail  the  acti^•ities  of 
the  Committee  from  the  date  of  its  inception,  including  the  events  in 
Philadelphia  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  It  also  listed  the  full 
membership  of  the  Committee  and  the  co-operation  of  historical  societies, 
stores,  radio  stations,  and  newspapers. 

On  the  foreword  of  this  report,  ]\Ir.  Greenfield  wrote  : 

"In  keeiiing  with  its  heritage  as  the  Birthplace  of  the  Nation, 
Pennsylvania  rightfullv  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  Union  in  the 
commemoration  of  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

"Pennsvlvanians  from  every  walk  of  life  aiul  from  every  corner 
of  the  Commonwealth  jr.ined  in  expressing  their  homage  and  love 
for  that  great  Charter  which  guarantees  to  all  life  and  liberty. 

"The  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee, 
under  the  al)le  guidance  of  cur  Governor,  the  Honorable  George 
H.  Earle,  carried  to  a  successful  completion  the  first  state-wide 
observance  ever  held  in  this  Commonwealth  to  honor  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

"It  is  to  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  to-  all  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Con- 
stitution Commemoration  Committee,  who  so  ably  assisted  in 
making  the  celebration  of  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Consti- 
tution memorable  and  inspiring,  that  this  report  is  dedicated. 
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THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GOVERNOR'S  STAFF  AND  THE 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Edward  W.  Prendergast  (upper  left);  Mr.  Norman  Macauley  (upper  right); 
Mr.  John  A.  McKinney,  Disbursements  Accountant  (left  center);  Mr.  John  S. 
Renwick,   the   secretary   of   the   Committee,    right   center;   Mr.   Robert   H.  King 
(lower  left);  and  Mr.  George  H.  Earle,  IV  (lower  right). 


268  The  Federal  Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania 


"For  their  luyalty  and  help  in  this  patriotic  undertaking,  the 
Chairman  expresses  deep  appreciation  to  Fiis  Excellency,  Gov- 
ernor Earle ;  tO'  the  Chairmen  of  the  various  regions ;  to  the 
chairmen  of  all  other  committees ;  to  all  members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Constitution  Commemoration  Committee ;  tO'  Edward 
W.  Prendergast,  Norman  Macauley,  Robert  H.  King,  Richard 
Heagy,  George  H.  Earle,  IV',  and  others  of  the  Governor's  Staff 
at  Harrisburg ;  and  to  all  members  of  the  Headquarters  Staff 
in  Philadelphia. 

"For  his  originality,  perseverance,  luyalty  and  untiring  efforts 
in  planning  and  executing  the  Committee's  aims,  the  Chairman 
expresses  deep  gratitude  to  the  y\ssistant  to  the  Chairman,  H. 
Ennis  Jones.  Thanks  also  are  extended  to  John  S.  Renwick, 
Secretary  of  the  Committee,  for  his  capable  work." 

As  an  inspiring  momento  of  the  Constitutional  Celebration,  the  Com- 
mittee during  the  fall  of  1938  distributed  sj^ecial  certilicates  acknowl- 
edging their  patriotic  participation  to  the  members  of  the  Committee, 
the  speakers  at  the  major  events  ;  the  students  who  participated  in  the 
essay  contest  and  others  who  had  rendered  particularly  valuable  service 
in  the  advancement  of  the  Committee's  aims.  These  certificates  were 
signed  by  Governor  Earle  and  the  State  Chairman. 

The  Headquarters  Office  operated  until  the  close  of  the  year  with 
a  skeleton  force  to  complete  the  classification  and  filing  of  the  permanent 
records  of  the  Committee. 

During  the  months  following  the  June  celebration,  the  State  Chair- 
man received  many  letters  from  citizens  in  all  walks  of  life  and  in  all 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  Eloquent  in  their  simplicity  and  in  their 
sincerity,  these  letters*  stand  as  testimonials  to  the  work  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  and  to  the  Federal 
Constitution  Celebration  in  Pennsylvania  in  1937-38.  They  stand,  too, 
as  evidence  that  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Com- 
mittee fulfilled  faithfully  the  purpo-se  for  which  it  had  been  created — 
that  of  reawakening  in  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth 
a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  great  I'harter  of  Liberty  under  which  they 
live. 

In  the  words  of  former  Governor  John  S.  Fisher,  the  Commit- 
tee "performed  an  excellent  service  in  the  interests  of  patriotic  Amer- 
icanism." 


*  A  group  of  these  letters  are  reprinted  in  the  appendix. 
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ORIGINAL  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  PARTICIPATION  BY  PENNSYLVANIA 
IN  THE  NATIONAL  CONSTITUTION  CELEBRATION 

No.  26 
AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  the  participation  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  a  National  Celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  Framing,  the  Signing,  the  Eatiflcation  by 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Final  Adoption  and  Promulgation,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia, 
and  elsewhere,  on  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth  days 
of  September,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-seven,  and 
subsequent  anniversary  dates  in  connection  therewith;  and 
making  an  appropriation. 

Whereas,  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  created  the  preamble. 
United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission  to  pro- 
vide for  a  suitable  commemoration  on  behalf  of  the  Nation,  of 
the  One  Hundred  Fiftieth  Anniversary*  of  the  Framing,  Sign- 
ing, Ratification,  Adoption,  and  Promulgation  of  our  Federal 
Constitution,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  elsewhere,  on  the 
fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth  days  of  September,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-seven,  and  on  the  subsequent  ap- 
propriate anniversary  dates;  and 

Whereas,  Pennsylvania  is  more  deeply  concerned  in  the  public 
commemoration  of  those  exalted  events  than  any  other  State, 
not  alone  by  reason  of  the  services  of  her  eight  distinguished 
sons  in  the  original  Constitutional  Convention,  hut  as  well  be- 
cause she  provided  her  Capitol,  the  old  State  House  of  Penn- 
sylvania, now  known  as  the  Hall  of  Independence,  as  the  scene 
for  these  epoch-making  actions,  extending  her  hospitality  there- 
for to  the  Governors,  and  peoples  of  the  then  confederated 
United  States;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  desired  to  make  of  said  celebrations  memorable 
occasions  of  national  reunion ;  and 

Whereas,  To  commemorate  these  momentous  events  Pennsylvania 
again  should  offer  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  entire  Nation  invitations  to  the  same,  inviting  the  entire 
Nation  to  rejoice  where  the  Constitution  was  born,  and  should 
herself,  as  the  Keystone  State,  commemorate  the  birth  of  our 
Government  under  law  on  the  soil  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 

Whereas,  Fifty  years  ago  on  the  occasion  of  the  Centennial  Cele- 
bration of  the  Constitution,  Pennsylvania  by  the  act,  approved 
the  third  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  eighty-seven 
(Pamphlet  Laws,  three  hundred  thirty-eight),  provided  a  suit- 
able commemoration  for  the  Commonwealth  and  extended  its 
hospitality  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
Governors,  and  peoples  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  and 
of  foreign  governments,  providing  a  suitable  appropriation 
therefor ;  and 

Whereas,  The  General  Assembly  by  earlier  acts  has  created  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  to  represent  the  Common- 
wealth in  such  matters. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  tlie  Department  of  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  through  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  ^ion  authorized 
Commission,  is  herebv  attthorized  and  directed,  for  and 

'  •  '  participation  of 

on  behali  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ar-  the  common- 
range  for  the  participation  of  tlie  Commonwealth  of  nationarcelebra- 
Pennsvlvania  in  any  national  celebration  of  the  afore-  tion  concerning 

.      '  the  Constitution. 

mentioned  historical  events. 


*  "Anniversay"  quoted  in  the  original. 
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Committee 

lu  bs  appointed. 


Appropriation. 


When  effective. 


Ill  j)err(ifiuiii^-  its  duties  iiiidci-  tliis  act,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Publie  Insti'uctioii.  tlii'diiLiii  the  Pennsylvania 
Histoi'ieal  Coiinnission,  shall  apj)(iiiit  sncli  eommittee  or 
eomiuittees  of  representative  citizens  as  it  may  find  de- 
.sirabh',  tlie  same,  howevei-,  to  ineliide  the  Governor,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Snjii-eme  Court,  the  Jjieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, the  President  Pro  Tempore  of  the  .Senate,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  shall  cooperate  with  tlie 
Ignited  States  Con.stitntioji  Ses(|uicentennial  Commission 
aud  county,  municipal  oi'  otiier  authorized  committees 
or  commissions,  includiniz'  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Historical  Societies,  ami  other  historical  associations. 

Section  2.  The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  ($12,500),  or  .so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic In.struction  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission  in  carrying  out  the  piu-poses  of  this  act. 

Section  Tliis  act  shall  become  effective  immediate- 
ly upon  its  final  enactment. 

Approved— The  2'2d  tlay  of  -July,  A.  D.  1!)86. 

GEORGE  H.  EARLE 


The  forego  ill  is  ;i  t  rue 
(Tenei-al  Asseiulih'  No.  2(). 


correct  copy  of  Act  of  the 


David  L.  L.\wkence, 
Sccrcfd)'!!  of  llir  ( 'oiii  iiioii  nwdl  tJi . 


A  PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  H.  EARLE,  AUGUST  1,  1936 


BY     HIS     I  X  t  1:  1,  L  I  N  C  Y 

GEORGE  H.  E^RLE,  Governor 

OF     THE     COMMONWEALTH    of  PENNSYLVANIA 

A  PROCLAMATION 


TV  tht  0tixeni  of  "Pennsylvania,  greeting: 

WH  EREAS,  The  One  Hundred  and  I-iftreth  Atinn  ersary  of  the  great  events  which  produced  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Slates  is  approaching!  A  National  celebration,  the  Jubilee  ol  a  free  people,  "ill  be 
observed  with  ceremonies  commcnsurale  with  its  great  dignity  and  importance,  in  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, beginning  September  seventeenth,  1937.  Then,  the  Commonwealth  and  tlic  City  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, (he  City  of  the  Constitution,  the  City  where  the  stately,  almost  sublime,  sentences  of  both  were  written, 
will  pledge  anew  Honor  and  immortality  to  the  members  of  tlie  Federal  Convention  of 

1  Hl-,Kl;EORfc,  it  is  meet  and  nght  that  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  State  should  call  to  public  attention  bnrli 
that  exalted  event  and  the  services  of  Pennsylvania's  eight  distinguished  sons,  who,  during  the  summer  of  17H7,  at 
the  old  State  House  of  Pennsylvania,  now  known  as  the  Hall  of  Independence,  joined  in  Convention  with  the 
eminent  representatives  of  the  other  sovereign  States  in  the  labors  of  those  troubled  weelts.  The  aged  Franklin, 
renowned  a>  a  diplomat  and  schooled  in  all  arts  of  government,  Robert  Morris,  j  (inancicr  and  man  nfafTairs,  |amcs 
Wilson,  great  lawyer;  Gouvcrneur  Morris,  largely  responsible  for  the  final  draft  of  the  document,  Jarcd  Ingcrsull, 
Thomas  Miffiin,  George  Clylntr  and  Thomas  Fit^simmuns, 

No  delegation  played  a  more  significant  role  in  that  able  assemblage  than  that  from  this  State.  IndividualU 
and  collectively  these  men  contributed  much  of  the  far-seeing  wisdom  which  solved  the  problem  of  the  future  organ- 
ij^ation  of  the  Republic  in  such  fashion  as  to  guarantee  stability  and  permanence.  In  Philadelphia,  on  September 
seventeenth,  17X7,  they,  with  their  fellows,  signed  this  document  and  sent  it  to  the  respective  States  for  ratification. 

Immediately  following  the  publication  of  the  proposed  frame  ol  government,  Pennsylvania  took  vigorous  steps 
for  approial.  Through  the  energy  of  its  leaders,  this  Cotnmonwcalth  became  the  second  State  to  ratify  the  instru- 
ment and  the  first  <!!'  the  large  States  lo  approve. 

Ccinsci^utntlv,  it  i>  singularly  appropriate  that  the  Cnmrnonwealth  of  Peniii\  U  ania,  the  Kevstonc  State,  he  as 
fervent  ,»nd  laithlul  in  leadership  in  these  annucrs.ir\  prntecdings  ai  were  the  makers  jnd  rr,imcr>  of  the  Great 
Charter  nl  the  Republic,  a  century  and  a  half  ago. 

NOW.  1  Hl-,REFORE,  I.  GEORGE  H.  1-,\RI.E.  Governor  ,.f  Pennsylvania,  bx  virtue  of  the  juthnnty  in  me 
vested,  do  proclaim  the  \c.irs  toi7i  '93''^  and  iq?ci  a  period  of  st.itc-widc  Lom memor.itnm  Calling  particular 
attention  to  September  sevcnlcenth,  1937,  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  Constitution  ivas  signed  in 
Philadelphia,  to  December  twelfth,  19371  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  Commuinvtalth  of  Pennsylvania 
ratified;  to  June  twtnt\-hrst,  1  93K,  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  ratification  of  the  ninth  State  insured 
the  final  adopiion  of  the  < -onstitution,  and  to  April  thirtieth,  1939,  the  anniverfar;  of  the  Inauguration  of  George 
Washington  as  first  President  of  the  United  Stales  under  the  Constitution. 

I  o  ensure  proper  celebration  of  these  momentous  events,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  offers 
to  the  entire  nation  its  wholehearted  hospitalitv,  as  one  hundred  and  fiftv  years  ago  it  offered  tt  to  the  Constitutional 
Con\ention,  and  a  half  century  ago  it  offered  it  to  the  President,  the  Congress  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  I  invite  all  Americans  to  rejoice  where  the  Constitution  was  born.  And  I  call  upon  the  cili/cns  of 
Pennsylvania  to  give  their  loval  interest  and  support  to  local  demonstrjtions,  lo  the  end  that  from  this  period  nfcom- 
memor.ilKtn  mav  come  a  rene\s  ed  confidence  in  the  i  ital  strength  of  our  Rcpublii  and  a  firm  faith  in  its  continuing 
greatness  and  enlightenment. 


(^iven  under  my  hand  and  the  C^reat  Seal  of  1  he  Stale,  at  the 
Qily  of  Harrisburg,  this  first  day  of  -^uguii,  in  the  year  of 
our  J^rd  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thiri\--fix  ( ig  ^6 ), 
andofthefornmonu-ealih  the  One  hundred  and  11  xt\- fir  11  ( lO  I  ). 


God  Save  the  Commonziealth 
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ACT  CREATING  LEGAL  HOLIDAY  ON  SEPTEMBER  17,  1937 


No.  239 
AN  ACT 

Providing  for  tlie  cieatiou  of  a  legal  holiday  on  September  17, 
19o7,  to  he  known  and  observed  as  "Constitution  Day." 

Whereas,  The  Governor  has  issued  an  inspiring'  proela-  Preamble, 
mation  ealling  upon  this  Conniionwealtli  and  our  entire 
Nation  to  ob.serve  on  September  17,  1!)37,  tlie  150th  An- 
niversary of  the  establishment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  on  Pennsylvania  soil,  and  in  order  to  im- 
press u])on  our  citizens  the  importance  to  be  attached  to 
this  g-i'eat  foundation  cliarter  of  American  law  and  order. 

Section  1.    Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  Fi'iday,  September  September  17, 
17,  1937,  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  date  upon  which  fJ'IJ,'  hoi'day^o 
the  C'onstitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted  on  the  CQ^sti-tutiori''Da 
soil  of  this,  the  home  state  of  the  Constitution,  be,  and  it        '  "  '°" 
is  hereby,  created  and  declared  to  be  a  legal  holiday 
thi'oup'liout  the  Connnonwealtli  of  Pennsylvania. 

Approved— Tlie  L'fith  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1937. 

GEORGE  H.  EARLE 


The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  Act  of  the 
General  Assemlily  No.  239. 

David  L.  Lavs^rence, 
Secretary  of  the  Coimiionwealth. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  ACT  AUTHORIZING  CONSTITUTION 
CELEBRATION  BY  PENNSYLVANIA 

No.  543 
AN  ACT 

Supplementing  the  act  of  July  twenty-second,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  tliii'ty-six  (Pampldet  Laws,  seventy);  and  au- 
thorizing the  Governor,  directly  or  through  such  agency  as  he 
may  designate,  to  provide,  plan,  prepare,  supervise,  and  cany 
out,  a  suitable  program,  througliout  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere,  for  the  Celebration  of  the  lodth 
Anniversary  of  the  Framing,  the  Signing,  the  Eatification  by 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Final  Adoption  and  Establishment  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  during  the  years  19o7-o8- 
39;  and  making  an  appropriation. 

Whereas,  Tlie  General  Assembly  by  the  act,  approved  Preambi 
the  twenty-second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirt.y-six  (Pamphlet  Laws,  seventy),  author- 
ized and  directed  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commis- 
sion of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ar- 
range for  the  participation  of  the  Commonwealth  in  a 
national  Celebration  of  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the 
Framing,  the  Signing,  the  Ratification  by  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Final  Adoption  and  Establishment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ;  and 

Whereas,  Pennsylvania  is  more  deeply  concerned  in 
the  proper  observance  of  the  Anniversary  of  the  Fram- 
ing, the  Signing,  tlie  Ratification,  and  the  Establishment 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  tlie  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States  of  America  under  the 
said  Constitution  on  her  soil,  than  any  other  state,  and 
it  is  desired  to  make  said  celebration  a  memorable  oc- 
casion of  National  reunion  to  commemorate  these  mo- 
mentous events ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  pur- 
suant to  said  act,  has  extended  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Government  of  each  State  and 
Territory  in  the  Union  invitations  to  rejoice  where  the 
Constitution  was  born,  and  should  herself  as  the  Key- 
stone State  appropriately  commemorate  the  birth  of 
our  government  under  law  on  soil  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  it  is  expected  that  all  departments  of  the  Federal 
Government  will  be  represented,  and  that  the  various 
civic  organizations  and  associations  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  the  Union  and  resident  representative  of  For- 
eign Government  will  participate  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Honorable  George  H.  Earle,  Governor 
of  this  Commonwealth,  did,  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issue  a 
proclamation  to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  calling 
their  attention  to  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Consti- 
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tution,  proclaiming'  the  years  1937-38-39  a  period  of 
State-wide  commemoration  reminding-  them  of  the  im- 
portant and  significant  role  of  the  Pennsylvania  dele- 
gation in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787  and  of 
the  vigorous  steps  taken  by  Pennsylvania  to  secure  the 
ratification  and  establishment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  offering 
to  the  entire  nation  the  whole  hearted  hospitality  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  calling  upon  all  Citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  to  give  tlieir  loyal  interest  and  support  to 
local  demonstrations  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
to  the  end  that  from  this  period  of  commemoration  may 
come  renewed  confidence  in  the  vital  strength  of  our 
Republic  and  a  firm  faith  in  its  continuing  greatness 
and  enlightenment  ;*  and 

Whereas,  Tt  is  anticipated  that  the  said  commemora- 
tion will  bring  to  the  Commonwealth  a  great  influx  of 
visitors  from  the  Nation  and  the  entire  world,  who  Avill 
learn  of  the  historical,  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
industrial  values  and  attractions  here  to  be  found,  re- 
sulting in  aid  and  stimulation  of  the  general  business 
improvement  of  the  State,  thereby  increasing  the  State 
revenues  derived  from  the  gasoline  and  other  taxes ; 
tlierefore. 

Plans,  prepara-       Scctiou  1.    Be  it  cnacted,  &c..  That  the  Governor,  di- 

tions  and  '         '  .  '  . 

prosrams.  rcctly  or  through  such  agency  as  he  may  designate,  is 

authorized  and  directed  to  make  such  plans  and  prepa- 
rations as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  celebration 
of  the  said  anniversary  during  the  years  1937-1938- 
1939;  to  supervise  and  carry  out  suitable  plans  and 
progi'ams  for  the  same ;  to  further  cooperate  with  the 
United  States  Constitution  Sesqui-centennial  Commis- 
sion and  county,  municipal,  or  other  authorized  com- 
mittees or  commissions  now  existing  or  hereafter  to  be 
appointed ;  and  to  create,  in  pursuance  thereof,  such 
offices,  and  to  select  such  assistants  and  personnel, 
and  to  pay  such  reasonal)le  and  fair  compensation  there- 
for, as  in  hist  judgment  may  lie  jirojicr  and  necessary. 

*'*"!'o*?-ated  Section  2.    The  sum  of  one  iuindred  thousand  dollars 

appiopria  e  .       ( j^lOO,nO(J ) ,  Or  SO  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
hereby  specifically  a  impropriated  to  the  Governor  for  the 
Exp^enditures  for  pnrposc  of  paying  tile  costs  and  expenses  incurred  in 
"^^  the  execution  and  carrying  out  of  tlie  provision  of  this 

act,  including  costs  and  expenses  incident  to  the  formu- 
lation and  execution  of  plans,  the  organization  and  oper- 


*  "enlightment"  in  the  original.  t  "its"  in  the  original. 
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ation  of  pageants,  parades,  and  orations,  of  the  organiz- 
ing, operating,  and  conducting  of  declamatory,  essay, 
and  oratorical  contests  in  the  schools  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  the  award  of  prizes,  medals,  and  certificates 
therefor,  the  arranging  and  holding  of  receptions  in 
honor  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  the  Governors  of 
other  States,  the  Congress  of  the  Ibiited  States,  and 
other  distinguished  guests,  cooperation  and  participa- 
tion in  other  local  and  county  events  in  this  Common- 
wealth, tlie  designing,  construction,  erection,  and  dedi- 
cation of  memorials  and  historic  markers,  and  for  the 
costs  of  advertising,  printing,  and  juihlishing,  of  travel- 
ing within  and  without  the  Commonwealth,  of  renting, 
equipping,  antl  furnishing  oltices  and  office  supplies  and 
materials,  of  designing,  manufacturing,  and  presenting 
souvenir  medals,  badges,  and  other  emblems,  and  of 
other  costs,  within  and  without  the  Commonwealth,  and 
such  other  expenses  and  costs  as  the  Governor,  in  liis 
discretion,  may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct 
and  operation  of  the  said  celebration. 

Section  3.     The  Governor  is  also  authorized  to  co- 
operate and  participate  with  the  United  States  Consti-  couperaUon  wuh 
tution  Sesqui-centennial  Commissions  and  other  State  fn^otifeVcs'i'ebra" 
Commissions  in  a  proper  celebration  of  the  ratification  t'""^- 
dates  of  the  Constitution  by  the  otlier  states. 

Section  4.  This  act  shall  become  effective  immedi- 
ately upon  its  final  enactment,  and  the  appropriation  wht-n  effective, 
made  by  this  act  shall  be  available  for  expenditure  from 
said  effective  date  luitil  the  close  of  the  fiscal  period 
ending  May  tliirty-first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

Approved— The  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1937. 

GEORGE  H.  EARLE 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly'  No.  543. 

Davu")  L.  Lawrence, 
Secrefar>j  of  flic  ComDiunwidltli. 


A  PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 
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THE  COVER  OF  PROGRAM  FOR  THE  GOVERNOR'S  DINNER, 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  HOTEL,  PHILADELPHIA,  SEPTEMBER  17,  1937 


INSIDE  PAGES  OF  THE  PROGRAM  FOR  THE  GOVERNOR'S  DINNER 


THE  INVITATION  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  CEREMONIES 
HELD  AT  THE  GRAVES  OF  THE  SIGNERS  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  BURIED  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  SEPTEMBER  29.  1937 


Tlie  rennsylvania  Constihilion  Commemordlioii  noiiiiiiillce 

invites 


to  he  present  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  held  at 
the  graves  of  the  signers  of  the 

Constiliilion  of  the  United  States 

^\■ho  are  buried  in  Philadelphia 

Benjamin  Franklin  I'hrisi  Chuirhvard 

Robert  .^\orris  Christ  Churclivanl 

Thomas  FilzSimons  St.,Har\-'s  Roman  Catholic  Churchyaj-d 

Jared  Ingersoll  Third  Presbyterian  Churc:hyani 

•James  Vilson  Christ  Ctiuivtiyard 

Jacob  Broom  .Delaware  Christ  Churchyard 

Fierce  Butler,  South  Carolina  Christ  Chui-chyard 

\ulli»m  Churehill  Houston  A  Commissioner  from  Xew  Jersey  to  the 

Federal  ConyenlIon,.Ht. Vernon  Cemclcrv' 

Seivic.es  will  he  held  simullancouslv  al  iKe  graycs  of  Thomas  .^liFriin. 
Trinity  Lutheran  Churchyard. Lancaster:  George  Clymer.  Qualier  Burying 
Ground, Trenlon;and  Gouyemeur.^loms. Sl..\iine's  Episcopal  Churchyaid. 
Xcw^ork  Cih'. 

Parlicipanls  will  ns.semhlc 
at  Christ  l..hurchvard 
Second  Street  ahove  .^larkel 
on  \vcdncsdav.  ihc  Iweulv-ninlli  ul  Si'plcnd)ci 
nineteen  hundix;d  and  thirtv-sevcn 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  aflemoon 
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INSIDE  PAGE  OF  INVITATION  TO  SIGNERS'  GRAVES  CEREMONIES 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Alben  M.  Greenfield,  Chairman 


Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller 
Chairman  Women'i  Activities 


H.  Ennis  Jones 
Assistant  to  Chairman 


Frank  L.  Devine 
Secretary 


Honorary  Chairmen 

Hon.  George  H.  Earle 
Governor  of  Commonwealth 

Hon.  John  W.  Kephart 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Hon.  S.  Davis  Wilson 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia 

Hon.  Lester  K.  Ade 
Supt.  Public  Instrui  lion 


Honorary  Vice-Chair  men 
& 

Hon.  Thomas  Kennedy 
Lieutenant -Governor 

Hon.  Harvey  Huffman 
President  Pro  Tem  the  Senate 

Hon.  Roy  E.  Furman 
Speaker,  The  House 

Hon.  Frank  W.  Melvin 
Chairman  of 
Penna.  Historical  Commission 


COMMITTEE  FOR  MARKING  THE  GRAVES  OF  THE  SIGNERS 


Isaac  Crawford  Sutton,  Chairman 


H.  H.  Beck 

Reverend  William  Kelly 

Alfred  A.  J.  Clark 

Reverend  Clarence  Shannon  Long 

Sidney  B.  Dexter 

Reverend  Aden  Macintosh 

Michael  Donohoe 

Reverend  William  Roulston  McKean 

Philip  H.  Gadsden 

Frank  W.  Melvin 

Jo'ieph  P.  Gaffney 

Roland  S.  Morris 

Joseph  F.  Gallagher 

Edward  Robins 

Charles  H.  Grakelow 

1            Reverend  John  F.  Rowan,  D.  D. 

Norman  J.  Gnffin 

Major-Gencral  Edward  C.  Shannon 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hartman 

Philip  C.  Staples 

William  F.  James 

J.  Hale  Steinmaa 

Josq>h  Wayne,  Jr. 


J 
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THE  INVITATION  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  CEREMONY 
AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  GEORGE  CLYMER  IN  TRENTON,  NEW  JERSEY, 

SEPTEMBER  29,  1937 


The  Pennsylvania  Consliluliun  Commemoration  Commillee 

and 

The  New  Jersey  United  States  Constitution  Commission 

invite  you 

to  be  present  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  held  at 

the  grave  of  George  Clymer 

a  Pennsylvania  signer  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

who  is  buried  in 

FRIENDS  MEETING  OLD  BURYING  GROUND 
Hanover  and  Monlgomcry  Streets,  Trenton,  New  Ici^cy 

On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  September 
nineteen  liunilrcd  and  thirty-seven 
at  two  o'rlnrk  in  the  afternoon 

Presiding — George  de  Bonneville  Kcini,  Chairman,  New  lersey  United  Stales  Constituliun  t  jjunnissinn 

SPEAKERS 
William  I.  Connor,  Mayor  of  Trenton 
Maior-Ceneral  Edward  C.  Shannon,  Commaniliog  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania 
Harold  G.  Holfman,  Gnvernor  of  New  lersey 
Harvey  T.  Satlertliwaithi',  meinher  of  the  Friends  Meeting 

and  the  wreath  will  he  laid  hy 
Miss  Elizabeth  MacFarlane,  a  desrcndant 
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INSIDE  PAGE  OF  INVITATION  TO  CLYMER  CEREMONIES 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 

COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Albert  M 

Greenfield,  Chairman 

Mrs.  r.mma  Guffey  Miller 

H.  Ennis  Jones 

Chairman  Women's  Acliiil'ies 

Assistant  to  Chairman 

Frank  L.  Devine 

Secretary 

hionorary  ChMirnen 

Ifonorary  Vice-Chairmen 

o 

Hon.  George  H.  Earle 

o 

Hon.  Thomas  Kennedy 

Coiernor  of  Conunomveallh 

Lientenant-Goiernor 

Hon.  lohn  W.  Kcohart 

Hon.  Harvey  Huffman 

ru  -  I  1    ,       :  .L   c  ^        r     ,                  Prevalent  Pro  Tern  the  Senate 

Lhief  justice  of  the  supreme  Coi/il 

Hon.  Roy  E.  Furman 

Hon.  S.  Davis  Wilson 

Speaker,  The  House 

Mayor  of  Philadelphia 

Hon,  Frank  W.  Melvin 

Hon.  Lester  K.  Adc 

Chairman  of 

Supt.  Public  Jfishrictmn 

Penua.  Historical  Commission  , 

o 

COMMITTEE  FOR  MARKING  THE  GRAVES  OF  THE  SIGNERS 

Isa.ic  Crawford  Sutton,  Chairman 

Dr.  Herbert  H.  Beck 

Reverend  William  Kelly 

Alfred  A.  J.Clark 

Reverend  Clarence  Shannon  Long 

Sidney  B.  Dexter 

Reverend  Aden  B.  Macintosh,  D.  D. 

Michael  Donohoc 

Reverend  William  Roulston  McKean 

Philip  H.  Gadsden 

Frank  W.  Melvin 

Joseph  P.  Gaffney 

Roland  S.  Morris 

Joseph  F.  Gallagher 

Edward  Robins 

Charles  H,  Grakelow 

Reverend  John  F.  Rowan.  D.  D. 

Norman  J.  Griffin 

Major-Generai  Edward  C.  Shannon 

Dr.  E.  M-  Hartman 

Philip  C  Staples 

William  F.  James 

J.  Hale  Steinman 

Joseph  Wayne,  Jr. 

NEW    JERSEY    UNITED    STATES  CONSTITUTION 

COMMISSION 

Commissioners 

Geo.  DeB.  Keim,  Chairman 

Cal.  J. 

McCarthy,  Secretary 

Mrs.  William  A.  Becker 

G.  Milton  Loper 

Dr.  Charles  Browne 

Clifford  R.  Powell 

Louis  A.  Falk 

Mrs.  Edward  B.  Thornton 

Mrs.  M.  L.  E.  Lippincott 

John  E.  Toolan 

Honorary  Members 

speakers'  Division 

Sol  Bloom 

Harold  B.  Wells,  Chairman 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Elliott 
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THE  INVITATION  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  CEREMONY 
AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  THOMAS  MIFFLIN  IN  LANCASTER,  PENNSYLVANIA, 

SEPTEMBER  29,  1937 


The  Pennsylvania  Cunsliluliun  Uommeniuraliun  CuniniilleL! 

inviles  you 

to  be  present  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  held  at 
the  grave  of  Thomas  MiffHn,  a  signer  of  the 

Consliliilion  of  the  United  States 

^\ho  is  buried  in  Lancaster 
Holy  Trinity  Lutheran  Church)  ard 

Participants  will  assemWe  at  the  Ciujichyard 

S.  Duke  Street  near  E.  Hint; 
On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  September 
nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
at  eleven  o'clork  in  the  nitirning 

Dr.  H.  M.  I.  Klein,  Professor  of  History 
lit  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 

will  deliver  the  address 
and  the  wreath  will  be  laid  by 
Mrs.  Barbara  Boyd,  a  descendant 
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THE  INVITATION  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  CEREMONY 
AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS  IN  NEW  YORK  CITY, 

SEPTEMBER  29,  1937 


The  Pennsylvania  ConslitulionCommemoralionConimission 

and 

The  ConsliUilion  Scsquicentennial  Commission 

of  the  State  of  New  York 
invite  you 

to  be  present  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  held  at 
the  grave  of  Guuverneur  Morris,  a  Pennsylvania  signer  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States 

who  is  buried  in 
St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Churchyard 
HOlh  Street  and  St.  Anne's  Avenue 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  September 
nineteen  liundieil  and  thirty-seven 
at  two  o'tloik  in  the  afternoon 

Presiding  —  Meyer  Levy,  Menihi'i-  of  the  New  York  State  Commission 

Invocation — Rev.  Edward  Charles  Russell,  D.  D. 
Rector  of  Si.  Anne's  Episcopal  Church 

SPEAKERS 
Herbert  H.  Lehman,  Governor  of  New  York 
M.  William  l)ray,  Lieutenant-tJovernor  of  the  State  of  New  York 
Charles  I.  Marjiolli,  Attorney  General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
lanie.s  I.  Lyons,  Presiilrnt  of  the  Riirough  of  the  Rronx 
Harold  G.  Campbell,  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of  New  York  City 

■Wreath  laid  by  Rev.  Lewis  Gouverneur  Morris,  D.  D.,  a  descendant 
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INSIDE  PAGE  OF  INVITATION  TO  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS'  GRAVE 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 


Mrs,  Emma  GufFev  Mil:;r 
Chanman  W omen  s  Aclwi:;fs 


Albert  M-  Greenfield,  Chairman 

H.  Ennis  Jones 
Assistant  to  ChairmMn 


FrarJc  L.  Devin: 
Secretary 


Honorarv  Chairmen 


Honorary  Vice-Chairmen 


Hon.  George  H.  Earie 
Coiernor  of  Commonweallh 

Hon.  John  \V.  Kephart 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Hon.  S.  Davis  Wilson 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia 

Hon.  Lester  K.  Ade 
Sut>:.  Public  Instruction 


Hon.  Thomas  Kennedy 
Lieutenant-Governor 

Hon.  Harvey  Huffman 
President  Pro  Tern  the  Senate 

Hon.  Roy  E.  Furman 
Speaker,  The  House 

Hon.  Frank  W.  Melvin 
Chairman  of 
Penna.  Historical  Commission 


COMMITTEE  FOR 

Dr.  Herbert  H.  Beck 
Alfred  A.  J.  Clark 
Sidney  B.  Dexter 
Michael  Donohoe 
Philip  H.  Gadsden 
Joseph  P.  Gaffney 
Joseph  F.  Gallagher 
Charles  H.  Grakelow 
Norman  J.  Griffin 
Dr.  E.  M-  Hartman 
William  F.  James 


MARKING  THE  GRAVES  OF  THE  SIGNERS 

Isaac  Crawford  Sutton,  Chairman 

Reverend  William  Kelly 
Reverend  Clarence  Shannon  Long 
Reverend  Aden  B.  Macintosh,  D,  D. 
Reverend  William  Roulston  McKean 
Frank  W.  Melvin 
Roland  S.  Morris 
Edward  Robins 

Reverend  John  F.  Rowan,  D.  D. 
Major-General  Edward  C.  Shannon 
Philip  C.  Staples 
J.  Hale  Steinman 
Joseph  Wayne,  Jr. 


CONSTITUTION    SESQUICENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 
OF    STATE    OF    NEW  YORK 

Commissioners 

Irwin  Steingut,  of  New  York  City.  Chairman  Rae  L.  Egbert,  of  New  York  City 

Mrs.  E43vin  Corning,  of  Albany,  Vice-Chairman  Herbert  Bartholomew,  of  Whitehall 

William  H.  Lee,  of  Lockport,  Secretary  Meyer  Levy,  of  New  York  City 

Saul  Kaplan,  Secretary 


(289) 


THE  SENATE  RESOLUTION 


II  CONGRESS   n      I  OO/^ 


IN  THE  SP]NATK  ()E  THE  UNITED  STATES 

NovEMiJKR  If)  (cfilcTKhir  (Imv,  December  7),  1!).j7 

Mr.  Davis  and  Mi-.  Gupfey  iiil  rodiiccd  the  followiiiL;'  juiiil  resolution; 
wliicli  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
('onimittee  on  Foi-eiii'n  IJelatioiis 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Authorizing'  the  President  to  invite  foreign  counti'ies  to  })ar- 
ticipate  in  (lie  ceremonies  to  eoninu'niorate  the  one  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  national  ratification  of  the 
( 'onslilntion  of  the  Unitetl  States  in  Philadelijliia,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  17  to  21,  1938. 

\Vh('r('as  there  is  to  he  held  in  Pliiladelj)hia,  Pennsylvania,  on 
June  17  to  LM,  1!)."!8,  cei'enionies  to  conuneniorate  the  one 
hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  I'liitcd  States,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Pennsylvania  (Constitution  ( *onnnenioi-ati(ui  Committee 
antl  the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicenteiniial  Com- 
mission, desii>ned  to  de])ict  and  cxhihit  the  ])rogress  and 

accomplishment  of  the  United  States  dui-ing'  one  hundred 
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The  Senate  Resolution  291 
2 

and  tit'ty  years  of  constitutional  government  which,  because 
of  its  influence  on  world  affairs  during  this  period,  makes 
desirable  the  ])articii)ation  of  foreign  governments  with  the 
intent  that  it  will  encourage  cordial  relations  among  the 
nations  of  the  world ;  and 

Whereas  because  of  the  location  and  i)ui'i)ose,  scope  and  aims 
of  the  anniversary  ceremonies,  they  are  deserving  of  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  :  Therefore  be  it 

1  Resolved  hi/  flie  Senate  and  Hrjuse  of  Represenatives 

2  of  the  United  States  of  Aineriea  in  Coii(jress  assembled, 

3  That  the  President  of  the  Tnited  States  be,'and  he  is  hereby, 

4  authorized  and  respectfully  requested  by  proclamation,  or 

5  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  invite  foreign 

6  countries  and  nations  to  such  anniversary  ceremonies  with 

7  a  request  that  they  participate  therein. 


The  Senate  Resolution 


•H  CONGRESS  (ri     I  rirT" 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Aiitlioriziii.u'  the  President  to  invite  foreign 
countries  to  jnirticipate  in  the  ceremonies 
to  coniinemorate  the  one  liundred  and  fif- 
tieth anniversary  of  the  national  ratification 
of  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States  in 
Philadelpliia,  Pennsylvania,  June  17  to  21, 
1938. 


By  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Gufpey 


NovEMHKK  l(i  (caloiidar  ihiy,  DE('E^^BEK  7),  l!t.'17 
Read     twice     and     reteiTed     tii     the     ( '(niiiiiitfcc  <iii 
F(iivif;ii  Relations 


A  LETTER  FROM  SENATOR  JAMES  J.  DAVIS,  APPROVING  PLANS  FOR 

CELEBRATION 


lilCniteb  ^laiee.  ^enaie 

COMMITTEE  ON  MINES  AND  MINING 


December  6,  1937 


Mr.  Albert  M.  C-reenfleld, 

Chairman,  Pennsylvania  Conetitution  Commemoration  Committee, 
Pennsylvania  Building, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 


As  requested  In  your  letter  of  December 
4,  I  have  discussed  with  Ennis  Jones  the  plan  prepared 
by  your  Committee  for  the  program  to  commemorate  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the  United 
States  ConFtitutlon,  June  17  to  21,  and  am  thoroughly 
in  accord  with  the  principles  set  forth  therein. 

You  may  be  assured  of  my  cooperation  nnd  I  shall 
gladly  Join  with  my  Colleague  Senator  Ouffey  to  introduce 
the  proper  resolution  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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A  LETTER  FROM  SENATOR  JOSEPH  F.  GUFFEY  APPROVING  THE 
COMMITTEE'S  PROGRAM 


"^Ctxitct)  stales  ^enale 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 


December  6,  1937. 


Dear  Chairman  Greenfield: 


I  have  just  finished  a  very 
satisfactory  interview  with  Mr,  Ennis  Jones 
in  re  the  ONE  HUNDRED  nFTIETH  celebration 
of  Constitution  Day  in  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  examined  your  tentative 
program  carefully  and  thoroughly  approve 
of  the  same.    I  have  suggested  to  Mr.  Jones 
that  he  have  Honorable  Sol  Bloom,  Representa- 
tive from  New  York,  prepare  the  necessary 
Resolutions  to  be  introduced,  either  by 
himself  or  Congressman  Frank  Dorsey  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  jointly  by  my  colleague  Senator 
Davis  and  myself  in  the  Senate. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Honorable  Albert  M.  Greenfield, 
Chairman, 

Pennsylvania  Constitution 
Commemoration  Committee, 
Pennsylvania  Building, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
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THE  HOUSE  RESOLUTION 


75th  congress 
2d  Session 


H.  J.  RES.  530 


IX  Tlll^  llorSl']  OF  EEPRE8KXTAT1VES 


December  8.  1937 


Mr.  ]J0RSEY  iiiti'odiici'il  tlie  following  joint  rcsolul  ion  ;  whie'li  was 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 


Authorizing'  the  Prosidont  to  invite  foreign  count  ries  to  par- 
ticipate in  tlie  ceremonies  to  commemorate  the  one  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  national  ratification  of  tlie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  Philadel]:)hia,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  17  to  21,  1938. 

Whereas  there  is  to  he  held  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on 
June  17  to  21,  ll).">8,  ceremonies  to  commemorate  the  one 
hundred  and  fil'tietli  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Pennsylvania  (Constitution  (^onnnemoration  Committee  and 
the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Connnis- 
sion,  designed  to  dei)ict  and  exhiliit  the  ])rogress  and  ac- 
complishment of  the  United  States  during  one  hundred  and 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
and  ordered  to  be  jirintcd 
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296  The  House  Resolution 
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fifty  years  of  constitutional  government  which,  because  of 
its  influence  on  world  affairs  during  this  period,  makes 
desirable  the  participation  of  foreign  governments  with 
the  intent  that  it  Avill  encourage  cordial  relations  among 
the  nations  of  the  world ;  and 

Whereas,  because  of  the  location  and  purpose,  scope  and  aims, 
of  the  anniversary  ceremonies,  they  are  deserving  of  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America:  Therefore  be  it 

1  Resolved  hi/  ihc  Si'iKife  ami  House  of  Representatives 

2  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 

4  authorized  and  respectfully  requested  by  proclamation,  or  in 

5  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  invite  foreign  coun- 

6  tries  and  nations  to  such  anniversary  ceremonies  with  a 

7  request  that  they  participate  therein. 


The  House  Resolution 


■i=- 1  H.  J.  RES.  530 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Authorizing  the  President  to  invite  foreign 
countries  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies 
to  commemorate  the  one  hundred  and  fif- 
tieth anniversary  of  the  national  ratification 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  June  17  to  21, 
1938. 


By  Mr.  Dorsey 


December  8,  1937 

Eeferred   to   the   Committee   on   Foreign  Affairs  and 
ordered  to  be  printed 
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A  LETTER  FROM  PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT'S  SECRETARY, 

JANUARY  5,  1938 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

WASH  INGTON 

January  5,  1938 


My  dear  Ilr.  Greenfield: 


The  President  asked  me  to  thanlc  you 
for  your  cordial  letter  to  hira  of  December 
tiventieth,  vrhich  was  transinitted  to  him  through 
the  courtesy  of  Senator  Guifey. 

IThile  the  President  sincerely  appreciates 
your  thoughtiulness  in  conveyinc  the  invitation  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Comraeinoration  Comnittee, 
requesting  his  presence  at  the  cereinony  celebrating 
National  P^tification  Day,  Jime  21,  1938,  he  has  asked 
me  to  explain  to  you  vrtiy  it  -.rill  not  be  possible  for 
him  to  give  you  a  definite  ans^..'er  just  at  this  time. 
As  you  knoYf,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  make 
any  conmitments  for  the  President  for  a  period  so  far 
in  advance.    The  President  is,  of  course,  very  much 
interested  in  this  historic  celebration. 


May  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  you  take 
this  matter  up  T."ith  me  a  little  later  on,  say  about 
the  first  of  Hay,  at  Trhich  time  vee  Td.ll  be  in  a 
position  to  know  v;hat  the  President's  plans  for  the 
summer  months  vdll  be  and  vdll  be  able  to  give  you 
a  definite  reply. 


Tfith  all  good  iTishes, 


Sincerely  yours, 


'    ....  n.  uc jj;  i  inii 
Secretary'  to  the  President 


Albdrt       Greenfield,  Esq., 
Chairman,  Pennsylvania  Constitution 
Co)7meraoration  Committee, 
Pennsylvania  Building, 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 
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THE  HOUSE  REPORT 

75th  Congress      HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  j  Report 
3d  Session  )   No.  1679 


CEREMONIES  COMMEMORATING  RATIFICATION  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


January  14,  1938. — Keferred  to  the  House  Caleudar  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


Mr.  Frey,  from  the  Committee  on  Poreig'n  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

R  E  P  (J  E  T 

[To  accompany  H.  J.  Ees.  530] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution (H.  J.  Res.  530)  authorizing  the  President  to  invite  foreign 
countries  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  to  commemorate  the  one 
liundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  national  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  17  to  21, 
1!);)S,  having  considered  the  same,  submit  the  following  report  thereon, 
witli  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass: 

There  is  to  be  held  in  Philadelpliia,  Pa.,  on  June  17  to  21,  1938, 
ceremonies  to  connnemorate  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 
and  the  United  States  Constitution  Sesquicentennial  Commission, 
designed  to  depict  and  exhibit  the  progress  and  accomplishment  of  the 
United  States  during  150  years  of  constitutional  government  which, 
because  of  its  influence  on  world  affairs  during  this  period,  makes 
desirable  the  participation  of  foreign  governments  with  the  intent  that 
it  will  encourage  cordial  relations  among  tlie  nations  of  the  world. 

There  is  no  authorization  for  an  appro])i-iation,  and  there  will  be 
no  legislation  providing  for  an  appropriation  if  this  resolution  is 
approved. 

For  the  infonnation  of  the  House  there  is  inserted  in  and  made  a 
part  of  this  report  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  January 
8,  1938,  as  follows : 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  January  8,  1938. 

The  Honorable  SAi\r  D.  McReynolds, 

Mouse  of  Bepresentatwes. 

My  Dear  Mr.  MrREYNOLDS:  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  of  December  10,  1937,  enclosing,  with  the  request  for 
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a  report  thereon,  a  copy  of  House  Joint  Eesolution  530,  authorizing  the  President 
to  invite  foreign  countries  to  participate  in  tlie  ceremonies  to  commemorate  the 
one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  national  ratification  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  in  Pliiladelphia,  Pa.,  June  17  to  21,  1938. 

No  objection  is  perceived  by  this  Department  to  the  proposed  joint  resolution. 
However,  the  Acting  Director' of  tlie  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  in  approving  tliis 
report,  states  that  ' '  any  legislation  proposing  the  expenditure  of  Federal  funds  in 
connection  with  such  celel>ration  would  not  lie  in  accord  with  the  program  of  the 
President. 

Sincerely  yours, 

CORDELT,  HUJ,L. 


THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  BULLETIN  DISTRIBUTED  TO  SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  DURING  FEBRUARY,  1938 


ESSAY  CONTEST 

on  the 

Constitution  ofthe  United  States 

Sponsored  by 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Appointed  by  HU  Eicollsncy,  Georq«  H.  Earlo,  Governor,  puriuant  to  Act  of  (ho  Gonorol  Aliembly  of  tho  Commonwoalth  of  Penr)tYl>ania. 
fo  arranqo  for  an  appropriate  celebration  of  tlie  150th  Annivortary  of  tho  Adoption  of  tho  Conititotion  of  the  United  Slatej  of  America. 

Prizes 
SCHOLARSHIPS  TO 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PITTSBURGH 
TEMPLE  UNIVERSITY 
DUQUESNE  UNIVERSITY 
PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SENIOR  CLASSES  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 
HIGH  AND  PREPARATORY  SCHOOLS 

Graduating  During  the  Calendar  Year  1938  Are  Invited  to  Participate 

For  further  information  consult  your  principal  or  write 

ALBERT  M.  GREENFIELD,  Chairman 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION  COMMEMORATION  COMMIHEE 

PENNSYLVANIA  BUILDING    .    .   .  PHILADELPHIA 
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Ovules  Qoverning 
an  Sssay  Contest 

on  the 

Gonstitution  of  the  United  (States 


Spor/sorctI  hy 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMIl  TEE 

{A ppn'inii'd  hy  Go-vfinor  Gi'ort/r  H.  Eailr) 

ALBERT  M.  CJREEN FIELD 
C/itiirrnan 
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304  Essay  Contest — Rules  and  Regulations 


THE  Essay  Contest  on  the  Constitution  has  been  arranged  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  as  part  of  its 
state-wide  plan  for  the  observance  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  an  aid  in  bringing 
about  a  better  understanding  of  and  greater  appreciation  for  the  American 
form  of  (jovernment  among  high  and  preparatory  school  students  in  Penn- 
syh'ania. 

FIVE  PRIZES 

Four-year  scholarships  have  been  made  available  as  prizes  by  the  follow- 
ing Pennsylvania  institutions: 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, a  scholarship  valued  at  $400  a  year,  for  foiu-  consecutive  years, 
covering  tuition  only,  and  not  including  the  matriculation  and 
other  fees,  approximately  $45  the  first  year  and  $20  each  subsequent 
year. 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PITTSBURGH,  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, a  scholarship  valued  at  $250  a  year  for  four  consecutive  years, 
covering  tuition  oidy,  and  not  including  matriculation  and  other  fees 
amounting  to  $50  per  ;uinum. 

TEMPLE  UNIVERSITY,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  a  scholar- 
ship amounting  to  $200  a  year  for  four  consecutive  years,  covering 
tuition  only,  and  not  including  library,  laboratory  and  matriculation 
fees,  amounting  to  approximately  $100  pei'  annum. 

DUQUESNE  UNIVERSITY,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  a  scholar- 
ship valued  at  $120  a  year,  for  four  consecutive  years,  covering  one- 
half  tmtion,  and  not  including  fees  which  vary  depending  on  courses. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLE(^,E,  at  State  College,  a 
Fch(il;irslu'p  valued  at  $100  a  year,  for  four  years,  covering  tuition 
only,  and  not  including  matriculation  and  other  fees. 

In  each  instance  it  is  required  tliat  winners  of  scholarships  satisfy  the 
entrance  leqiiirements  of  the  institutions  awarding  the  scholarships  and 
maintain  satisfactory  standing  during  the  period  of  the  scholarships. 

IVIatriculati(jn  and  other  fees  must  be  paid  by  those  receiving  the  scholar- 
ships. 

HONORABLE  MENTION 

Five  certificates  of  merit  will  be  awarded  to  the  contestants  whose  essays 
are  judged  next  in  order  of  excellence  to  those  of  the  five  contestants  who 
are  awarded  the  scholarships.  Winners  of  certificates  of  merit  shall  in  order 
of  excellence  be  considered  alternates  to  winners  of  scholarships  in  the  event 
that  such  winners,  because  of  inability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  insti- 
tutions to  which  they  have  been  awarded  scholarshijts  or  because  of  other 
reasons,  fail  to  take  advantage  of  such  grants  in  the  fall  of  1938. 
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GENERAL  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

1.  The  contest  is  open  to  students  in  high  and  preparatory  schools  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  who  graduate  during  the  calendar  year  1938. 

2.  The  contest  shall  be  based  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

3.  Eliminations  shall  be  made  in  the  schools  to  select  one  student  for 
each  one  hundred  or  fraction  thereof  graduating  during  the  calendar  year 
1938,  to  represent  the  school  in  the  final  contest. 

4.  The  eliminations  in  the  schools  should  be  completed  on  or  before 
April  1,  1938,  and  the  enrollment  cards  of  those  eligible  for  the  finals  mailed 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee,  Pennsylvania 
Building,  Philadelphia,  on  or  before  Wednesday,  April  6,  1938. 

5.  The  final  contest  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  April  23,  1938. 

PRELIIMINARY  CONTESTS 

Each  participating  school  shall  be  invited  to  conduct  an  examination  on 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.    Empliasis  should  be  placed  on: 

a.  The  American  background  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

b.  The  framing  and  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

c.  The  ratification  of  the  Constitution,  and 

d.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

FLNAL  CONTEST 

L  Those  who  have  been  certified  by  their  principals  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  preliminary  contest  are  eligible  to  enter  the  final  contest  in  the 
ratio  of  one  participant  to  every  one  himdred  or  fraction  thereof  students 
graduating  in  the  calendar  year  1938. 

2.  The  final  contest  will  be  held  at  six  regional  centers  designated  as 
follows : 

For  students  of  scliools  in  the  comities  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Delau-are, 
Montgomery,   Northampton  and   Philadelphia,   at  William  Penn 
High  School,  15th  and  Mt.  Vernon  Streets,  Philadelphia. 
For  students  of  schools  in  the  counties  of  Allegheny,  Armstrong, 
Beaver,  Bedford,  Butler,  Fayette,  Greene,  Lidiana,  Lawrence,  Som- 
erset, Washington  and  Westmoreland  at  Schenley  High  School, 
Bigelow  Boidevard  and  Center  Ave.,  Pittsburgh. 
For  students  of  schools  in  the  counties  of  Clarion,  Crawford,  Erie, 
Forest,   Jefferson,    McKean,   Mercer,   Venango   and  Warren  at 
Lawrence  Park  High  School,  Lawrence  Park,  Erie. 
For  students  of  schools  in  the  counties  of  Bradford,  Cameron,  Clin- 
ton, Clearfield,  Columbia,  Pllk,  Lycoming,  Alontour,  Northumber- 
land, Potter,  Sullivan,  Tioga  and  Union  at  Williamsport  Senior 
High  School,  Williamsport. 

For  students  of  schools  in  the  comities  of  Adams,  Berks,  Blair,  Cam- 
bria, Centre,  Cumberland,  Dauphin,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Himtingdon, 
Juniata,  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Mifflin,  Perry,  Snyder  and  York  at 
Central  School  Building,  Forester  and  Capitol  Streets,  Harrisburg. 
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For  students  of  schools  in  the  counties  of  Carbon,  Lackawanna, 
Lehigh,  Luzerne,  Monroe,  Pike,  Schuylkill,  Susquehanna,  Wayne 
and  Wyoming,  at  Coughlin  High  School,  Washington  Street, 
Wilkes-Barre. 

3.  Each  eligible  contestant  will  leport  at  the  proper  center  at  10.30 
A.  M.,  Saturday,  April  23,  1938,  and  present  his  or  her  copy  of  the  official 
admissions  card  for  comparison  with  the  copy  previously  filed  with  the 
Committee. 

4.  At  1 1  A.  M.  the  contest  topic,  concerning  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  chosen  by  the  Committee  of  Judges,  and  uniform  in  all 
centers,  will  be  announced  to  the  contestants.  The  time  allowed  for  the 
writing  of  the  essay  shall  not  exceed  two  hours. 

5.  Final  essays  will  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  factual  information, 
organization,  and  quality  of  composition. 

6.  The  essays,  identified  b\  the  contestants'  luimbers  only,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Judges,  whose  decisions  shall  be  final. 

7.  The  Committee  of  Judges  shall  consist  of  representatives  of  the  insti- 
tutujns  providing  scholarships,  a  representative  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  three  representati\'es  of  the  Pennsyhania  Constitution 
Commemoration  Committee. 

CHOICE  OF  SCHOLARSHIPS  BY  WINNERS 

Since  it  is  proposed  to  award  five  scholarships  made  available  by  institu- 
tions in  the  State,  the  choice  ot  scholarships  will  be  left  to  the  winners  in  the 
order  of  their  selection:  namely,  the  entrant  whose  essay  is  judged  the  best, 
shall  be  given  first  choice  of  tlie  available  scholarships;  the  next  best  second 
choice,  etc. 

In  the  event  that  the  winner  of  a  scholarship  shall  fail  to  meet  the  en- 
trance requirements  of  the  institution  to  which  he  or  she  has  been  awarded 
a  scholarship,  the  student  whose  essay  shall  have  been  judged  sixth  in  older 
of  merit,  will  automaticalh  become  eligible  to  receive  the  award.  But  in 
no  case  undei'  this  procedure,  will  eligibility  in  numerical  order,  be  extended 
beyond  the  tenth  ranking  entrant. 

IDENTIFICATION  CARDS 

School  principals  will  be  forwarded  numbered  cards  for  use  in  entering 
the  winners  of  elimuiation  contests  held  in  their  schools.  One  half  of  the 
cards  will  be  mailed  to  the  committee  and  the  other  presented  by  the  student 
on  reporting  for  the  final  contest. 

COMMITTEE  OF  JUDGES 

WILLIAM  H.  DT  BARRY,  University  of  Pennsylvania 
M.  E.  GLADFELTER,  Temple  University 
J.  G.  Ql'ICK,  University  nf  Pittsburgh 
H.  T.  DUFFY,  Dii(|uesne  University 
WILLIAM  S.  HOFFMAN,  Pennsyhania  State  College 
OLIVER  S.  IIECKMAN,  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
Penns\l\ania  Constitution  Commemoration  Oimmittee 

ALBERT  M.  GREENFIELD 
JOHN  S.  RENWICK  H.  ENNIS  JONES 

February  17,  1938. 


THE  LETTER  FROM  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  CORDELL  HULL, 
DECLINING   THE   INVITATION   TO   SPEAK   AT   THE  JUNE 
CELEBRATION  IN  PHILADELPHIA,   MARCH   16,  1938 


The  Secretary  of  State 


WASHINGTON 


March  16,  1938 


Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  see  you,  Governor 
Earle,  and  llessrs.  Jones  and  Lawrence,  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  deeply  I  appreciate  the 
invitation  which  you  extended  to  me  to  come  to  Philadel- 
phia next  June  to  attend  the  celebration  commemorating 
the  150th  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
stitution.     I  have  in  the  meantime  given  earnest  and 
sympathetic  consideration  to  the  possibility  of  doing 
something  that  I  personally  very  much  want  to  do  and  that 
is  to  send  you  an  acceptance  at  thl,s  time. 

I  especially  welcome  the  opportunity  you  have  so 
graciously  extended  to  me  to  participate  in  this  cele- 
bration and  I  am  keenly  aware  of  the  historical  signifi- 
cance and  importance  of  the  occasion.      For  these  and 
many  other  reasons,  It  would  give  me  particular  pleasure 
to  come  to  Philadelphia  next  June.      However,  during  the 
past  few  months  I  have  had  to  deal  with  an  ever-increas- 
ing number  of  unusual  and  delicate  problems  which  have  re- 
quired my  personal  attention  to  the  extent  of  from  four- 
teen to  sixteen  hours  a  day,  without  even  a  let-up  on 
weekends.      Confronted  with  this  situation  I  have,  in 
justice  to  myself  and  the  work  of  the  Department,  felt 
obliged  to  restrict  my  outside  commitments  to  a  minimum. 
I  may  add  that  preceding  and  following  the  date  of  your 
celebration,  I  already  have  a  number  of  obligations  of 
long  standing  which  cannot  be  changed  to  otner  dates. 
In  these  circumstajices ,  I  must  frankly  say  that  I  do  not 
feel  able  to  add  to  my  schedule  during  the  month  of  June. 

It  is  a  great  disappointment  to  me  personally  that 
I  shall  have  to  deprive  myself  of  the  privilege  and  honor 
of  being  with  you  on  that  occasion,  but  I  feel  confident 
that  you  will  appreciate  and  understand  the  situation 
confronting  me. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Albert  1.:.  Greenfield,  ^ 
Walnut  and  Juniper  Streets, 

Philadelpnia ,  Pennsylvania. 
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THE  ENTRANCE  CARD  USED  FOR  PUPILS  WHO  QUALIFIED  FOR 
THE  FINALS  IN  THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES 
CONSTITUTION,  APRIL  23,  1938 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 

SNAPSHOT 

COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

OF 

{Appointed  by  Governor  George  H.  Earle) 

ENTRANT 

ESSAY  CONTEST  ON  THE 

TO  BE 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

ATTACHED 

This  is  to  certify  llial— 

ENTRANCE  CARD  NO   1276 


( Prim  name)  —  -  -~  —  — 

 -....City  ~  County  

age   whose  signature  is  helovv,  is  a  member  nf  the  1938  Graduating  Class  of  the 

(Sciioul)  (City)  

and  is  qualified  in  accordance  \\iih  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  essay  contest  on  the  Con- 
stitution, to  represent  this  schixjl  in  ihr  final  contest  in  this  region  to  he  held  in  the 

 llifih  School  at     

on  A|.ril  23.  1938. 

Si^^nature  of  Principal 

Signatuie  o/  (^unlrslunt 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

(Appoinled  by  Governor  George  H.  Earle) 

ENTRANCE  CARD  N0...1..2..7.6 

To  be  presented  by  holder  when  appearing  for  the  final  essay  contest,  com- 
mencing 10.30  A.  M.,  Saturday,  April  23,  1938,  at  the  high  school  designated  for 
his  III  her  school  region. 

This  card  is  to  be  signed  by  the  contestant  in  the  presence  of  the  supervisor  at 
the  time  he  receives  his  essay  blank. 


Signature  of  Contestant 
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THE  PUPILS  WHO  PARTICH^ATED  IN  THE 

FINALS  OF  THE  ESSAY  CONTEST 
ON   THE  I  NITED  STATES  CONSTITl^TION 

School  Pupil 

A'oington   AbiiiKtoii  Hiy;h  School  Elizabeth  Dakay 

George  B.  Darby,  3rd 
Howard  Jay  Seibert 

Alexandria   Alexandria-Porter  Joint  High 

School   Dorothy  Christy 

Allentowii   Al  lento  wn  High  School  Milton  N.  Donin 

Homer  H.  Haaf 
Franklin  Himmelberger 
Norman  Keller 
Pearl  Reed 
Leon  Semanoff 
Allentown  Catholic  High  School ..  .John  McGonigle 

Central  Catholic  High  School  Paul  Petkaw  itz 

Altoona   Altoona  High  School  Gerald  Brett 

Ralph  L.  Stehley 

Alverton   East  Huntingdon  Township  High 

School   Joseph  E.  Sutor 

Ambridge   Ambridge  Senior  High  School  Ross  H.  Musgrave 

Charles  Sippel 

Ashlev   Ashley  High  School  Eloise  Glace 

Saint  Leo  High  School  James  McElligott 

Arnold   Arnold  High  School  Betty  Earney 

Anna  Wasylik 

Avalon   Avalon  High  School  Frances  Parry 

Baden   Mt.  Gallitzin  High  School  \'irginia  Rose  Tocci 

Bear  Lake   Freehold  Township  High  School ...  Ethel  M.  Forgach 

Beaver   Hraver  High  School  Betty  Gail  Bradford 

Bellefonte   Bellefonte  High  School  Donald  F.  Kingsley 

Bellevue   Bellevue  High  School  EgonDeZubay 

Phyllis  Washington 

Benton   Benton  Joint  High  School   Marvin  N.  Young 

Berwick   Berwick  High  School  Eloise  Helt 

Anna  Rusinko 

Berwyn   Tredyffrin-Easttown  Joint  High 

School   Irving  M.  Fried 

Bessemer   Bessemer  High  School  Rock  V^.  Pisciuneri,  Jr. 

Bethlehem   Bethlehem  Catholic  High  School ...  Louis  Anthony  Sefranek 

Libert\-  High  School  Lois  Ruth  Diehl 

Dorothy  Ruth  Deremer 

Birdsboro   Birdsboro  High  School  Olga  Bitler 

Bradford   Bradford  Senior  High  School  Jack  C.  Brisco 

Richard  Schoolmaster 
Dean  Sears 

St.  Bernard  High  School  Irvin  Blose 

Brentwood   Brentwood  High  School  Louise  Viehman 

Bristol   Bristol  High  School  Jean  Roberts 

Brownsville   Brownsville  High  School  Andrew  Harger 

Meyer  Herskovitz 
DuWayne  Swoger 

Butler   Butler  High  School  John  Lane 

Martha  Stevenson 

Cambridge  Springs  ...  Cambridge  Springs  High  School ...  Thomas  Russell 

Canonsburg   Canonsburg  High  School  FLarold  Bean 

Canton   Canton  High  School  Keith  Wooster 

Carmichaels   Cumberland  Tow  nship  High  School .  Anthony  P.  Sertich 

Chester   Chester  Senior  High  School  John  G.  Heacock 

Sarah  E.  Jester 
Gwendolyn  Rubenstein 
Clairton  Clairton  High  School  R.  Gordon  Dippel 
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School  Pupil 

Chirks  Summit  C'larks  Siimmit-Clarks  Green  Joint 

High  School   Kenneth  W.  Taylor 

Cleartielci   Clearfield  Senior  High  School  Hugh  Curtis 

Leon  Fullerton 

Clifton  Heights  Clifton  Heights  High  School  Brenda  Todd 

CoUingdale   Collingdale  High  School  fohn  D\vver 

Walter  Ellis 

Columbia   Cokmibia  High  School  Claire  Moore 

Josephine  Staab 

Connellsville   Connellsville  High  School  Tom  Floto 

(jail  Hoffman 

Conshohocken  Conshohocken  High  School  Walter  Fhipps 

Coraopolis  North  Fayette  Township  High 

School   Joseph  Walter  Sobien 

Cornwells  Heights.  ..  .Bensalem  Township  High  School ...  Jeanne  Stackhouse 
HIessetl  Sacrament  High  School ....  Kathleen  Kennedy 

Coudersport   Coudersport  High  School  Shirle\  L  Easton 

Crafton   Craftoii  High  School  Robert  W.  Nickeson 

(Jeorge  M.  Rudolph 

Defiance   Broad  Top  lOwnship  High  School.  .Riith  Masood 

Derry   Derry  Boro  High  School  Roma  McCollough 

Derry  Township  High  School  Robert  Kerr 

F.vel\  n  Kestner 

Doylestown   Doylestown  High  School  Lillian  Webster 

Kathryn  Young 

Dunmore   Dunmore  High  School  \'ito  Pace 

Donald  J.  Reap 

Duquesne   Duquesne  High  School  Lucille  L  Schorr 

Duryea   Duryea  High  School  Roberta  Hastie 

Marie  Pradel 

Easton   Easton  High  School  George  Hinkel 

F.  William  Slant/,,  Jr. 
Robert  S.  Stein 

Wilson  Borough  High  School  Mar\  Michael  Donegan 

Gloria  Hansel 

East  Stroudsburg  East  Stroudsburg  High  School  Frances  Zacher 

Eddystone   Eddystone  High  School  Leonard  Bubri 

Eleanor  Lynch 

Edgewood  Edgewood  High  School  Mary  Kathryn  Strathearn 

Elizabeth   Elizabeth  High  School  Jennie  Giamaresi 

Elizabethtown   Elizahethtown  High  School  LLarry  Lawrence  Williams 

Elkins  Park  Cheltenham  Township  High  School.  John  F".  Robinson,  Jr. 

Emporium  Emporium  High  School  Alice  M.  Murray 

Enola   East  Pennsboro  Township  High 

School   Harry  Schink 

Erie   Academy  High  School  Hans  Benesi 

William  P.  Johnson 
William  Storten 
Charles  Weiser 

East  High  School  Phyllis  Carroll 

Catherine  Crishock 
Sally  Shickler 

Lawrence  Park  Township  High 

School   Evelyn  White 

Millcreek  Township  High  School .. Idabel  Hoehn 

St.  Benedict  Academy  Madelyn  Bruder 

Strong  Vincent  High  School  Wilford  Luries 

William  Saint 
Arline  Shores 
Shirley  Walden 
Bernice  Weingart 
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Scliool  Pupil 

Fairchance   Georges  Township  High  School ....  Virginia  Ruth  Evans 

Helen  Pinchot 

Fairview   Fairview  Joint  High  School  Phil  Baskin 

Farrell   Farrell  High  School  Pauline  Kovacevich 

Frances  Tinley 
Mae  Wharton 

Forty  Fort  Forty  Fort  High  School  Winifred  Martin 

Franklin   Franklin  High  School  Constance  Black 

James  Logue 

Girard   Girard  Joint  High  School  Bernice  Cook 

Girardville   Girardville  High  School  Rosemary  Barnes 

Glenshaw   Shaler  Township  High  School  Thecla  Christof 

Grantham   Messiah  Bible  College  &  Academy.  .  Esther  Hensel 

Greensburg   Greensburg  High  School  Dean  O.  Garlow 

St.  Joseph  Academy  Jane  Mahady 

Hamburg   Hamburg  High  School  Estella  Kessler 

Hanover   Hanover  High  School  Edward  Prendergast 

Harrisburg   Catholic  High  School  Lina  Giusti 

John  Harris  High  School  Janet  R.  Baumgardiier 

Harry  V.  Johnson 
Miriam  I.  Shaffer 

William  Penn  High  School  Russell  Hocker 

Stanford  A.  Kay 
William  J.  Meikle 
Frank  S.  Zimmerman,  Jr. 

Hawley   Hawley  High  School  Florence  Goodman 

Hazleton   St.  Gabriel  High  School  Clare  Margaret  McGrory 

Hershey   Derry  Township  High  School  Basil  Wallace  Romanovich 

Homestead   Homestead  High  School  Robert  Schmeltz 

Madeline  Welsh 

Hummelstown   Hummelstown  High  School  Lillian  May  Fors 

Indiana   Indiana  High  School  Edward  Tait 

Jeannette   Jeannette  High  School  Charles  Pompei 

Johnstown   Central  Catholic  High  School  Margaret  Mary  Marshall 

Kingston   Kingston  High  School  Lois  Edna  Patrick 

Samuel  Jacob  Simon 
Orville  James  Stanton 

Kittanning   Kittanning  High  School  Virginia  Moore 

William  Se\ler 
David  Stahl 

Knoxville   Knoxville  High  School  Velma  Clark 

Kulpmont   Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  High  School .  Mildred  Wargo 

Lake  Ariel   Lake  Township  Vocational  School ..  Fay  Arnold 

Lakewood   Preston  Township  High  School  Hildegarde  Vouaux 

Lancaster   Lancaster  Catholic  High  School  John  C.  Gormlev 

J.  P.  McCaskey  High  School  Robert  C.  Bare  " 

Wendell  R.  Canner 
Richard  B.  Gehman 

Landisville   East  Hempfield  Township  High 

School   Hiram  L.  Wiest 

Lansdale   Lansdale  High  School  Muriel  Heckler 

Evelyn  Marie  Witmer 

Lansford   St.  Ann's  High  School  Francis  Barron 

Latrobe   Latrobe  High  School  Dorothy  Brooks 

Anna  Lucy  Planinsek 
William  T.  Wilson 

Leechburg  Leechburg  High  School  Jean  Agathe  Shipman 

Lemoyne   Lemoyne  High  School  Dorothy  M.  Smith 

Lewisburg  Lewisburg  High  School  Helen  Bennage 

Library   Bethel  Township  High  School  Julia  Klepek 
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School  Pupil 

Little  Marsh  Chatham  Township  High  School ...  Loretta  Treat 

Lock  Haven   Immaculate  Conception  High  School  .  Joseph  Michael  Moran 

Lock  Haven  High  School  Harold  L.  Bernstein 

Jane  Bodle 

Lester  D.  Freedman 

McKeesport   McKeesport  High  School  Harold  Byer 

John  Crall 
James  Finley 
Jane  Gillingham 
Carolyn  Goldberg 
Virginia  Krantz 
Jean  Meisner 
Leon  Perlow 

McKees  Rocks   St.  Francis  de  Sales  High  Scliool ..  .James  Angert 

Madera   Bigler  Township  High  School  John  Basarab 

Mahoningtown   North  Beaver  Township  Higli 

School   W.  Don  Jones 

Malvern   Villa  Maria  Academy  Alma  Bernice  Gruber 

Mansfield   Mansfield  Senior  High  School  Irene  Foersch 

Mapletowii   Monongahela  Township  High 

School   Leo  Kridle 

Masontown   All  Saints  High  School  Mary  Catherine  O'Brien 

Mechanicsburg   Mechanicshnrg  Junior-Senior  High 

School   George  McClintock 

Calvin  Proudfoot 

Midland   Midland  Liiiculn  High  School  Raymond  Robins  Gilbert 

Margaret  Jane  Mullen 

Mifflintown  Juniata  Joint  High  School  Romayne  Hinebaugh 

Millersburg   Millersburg  High  School  Catherine  Etsweiler 

Millsboro   East  Bethlehem  Township  High 

School   John  Pawlak 

Millvale   Millvale  High  School  Ethel  Heidenreich 

Milton   Milton  High  School  Elizabeth  Fleming 

Monessen  Monessen  High  School  Katherine  Kavouras 

James  Rizzuto 
Edward  Tablac 

Moon  Run  Robinson  Township  High  School ...  James  Deemer 

Morgan   South  Fayette  Township  High  '_ 

School   Matilda  Czambel 

Mt.  Carmel   Mt.  Carmel  Catholic  High  School ..  James  Gallagher 

Mt.  Joy   Mt.  J03  High  School  Catharine  Zeller 

Mt.  Penn  (Reading)  ..  Mt.  Penn  High  School  Warren  Kershner 

Mt.  Pleasant   Mt.  Pleasant  Township  High  School  Jack  E.  Daugherty 

Dorothy  L.  Hacker 

Nanticoke   Nanticoke  High  School  Sylvester  Chek 

Nanty-Glo   Nanty-Glo  High  School  Ardeli  Feeley 

New  Castle  New  Castle  High  School  J.  Elder  Bryan,  Jr. 

Esther  Jacob 
Ralph  Papa 

New  Kensington  New  Kensington  Senior  High  School . Milton  Gordon 

Betty  Hayes 
Anna  Litvinovicz 
Eugene  Morton 
Carl  Arsenio  Pessolano 

Newport   Newport  I'nion  High  School  Helene  L.  Snyder 

Newtown  Square  Ellis  College  High  School  Dorothy  I.  Sanders 

Newville   Newville  High  School  Raymond  L.  Smith 

Norristown   Eiseidinwer  Senior  High  School ....  Elaine  Bauer 

Gladys  Crofts 
Anne  Lofman 
Dorothy  Pratt 
Kathryne  Elsie  Reifsnyder 
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North  East  North  East  Joint  High  School  John  M.  Phillips 

Northumberland   Northumberland  High  School  Ruth  Eleanor  McCorkill 

Oakmont   Oakmont  High  School  Bett.y  Best 

Mar\-  Flynn 

Oberlin   Swatara  To^vn^hip  High  School ...  Samuel  O.  Hock 

Old  Forge  Old  Forge  High  School  John  Talarico 

Olyphant  OKphant  High  School  Jean  Marie  Judge 

William  Mathias 

Palmerton   Stephen  S.  Palmer  High  School ....  Jeanne  Noll 

Robert  Noll 

Perkasie  Perkasie-Sellersville   High    School .  .Margaret  Cole 

Philadelphia  Central  High  School  Sheldon  H.  Gross 

Erwin  Morgenstern 
Joseph  Needleman 
Harold  A.  Parker 
Sidney  Supak 

Frankford  High  School  John  Boyd 

Miriam  Browne 
Sue  Costanzo 
Ernest  Schofield 
John  Shields 
Stephen  Wagner 
Gerson  Zubkin 

Friends'  Central  School  Anna  Kuhn 

Germantown  Academy  Warren  Heebner  Treston 

Germantown  Senior  High  School ...  Maryanne  Adams 

George  Benedict 
Eleanor  Chandler 
Warren  A.  Flower 
Robert  F.  Maxwell 
Betty  O'Green 
Robert  Pirn 

Girard  College  Edwin  Dorfmaii 

X^'illiam  R.  Fleming 

John  W.  Hallahan  Catholic  Girls' 

High  School  Helen  Gallagher 

Bernice  Haney 
Edna  Claire  Hayes 
Catherine  M.  Longo 
Kathleen  McNulty 
Kathleen  M.  Murray 
Margaret  M.  Nolan 
Mary  Margaret  \^'ahl 

Kensington  High  School  Teresa  French 

Emma  Schwarz 

LaSalle  College  High  School  Charles  Marcian  Waldron 

Mt.  St.  Joseph  Academy  Rosemary  McCusker 

Northeast  Catholic  High  School ....  Thomas  L.  Gowen 

James  V.  Mackell 
Arthur  W.  Nugent 
Joseph  A.  Swanick 
John  Joseph  Welsh 

Northeast  High  School  Charles  William  Laskey 

John  Patricelli 
Edwin  G.  Schooley 
Edwin  Seave 

Olney  Fligh  School  William  Dearden 

Raphael  CJoUlman 
Claire  Halpern 
Edward  B.  Kane 
Manuel  Kauffman 
Robert  F.  Scott 
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Philadelphia   Overbrnok  High  School  Bernard  J.  Choseed 

George  Gershenfeld 
Sidney  Gravitz 
Elaine  Nicholas 
Beatrice  Ross 

Philadelphia  High  School  for  Girls.  Hannah  Lillian  Ancell 

Ada  Henson 
Betty  Charlotte  Elfont 
Zecil  Kopeika 
Cecile  Rappaport 

Roman  Catholic  High  School  Bernard  J.  Clarke 

Joseph  C.  Dorsey 
John  A.  Sweenev 

Roxboroiigh  High  School  Fred  Stanley  Kelley 

Joseph  P.  McCul lough 

St.  John  the  Baptist  High  School ..  .  Philomeria  Labriola 

St.  Joseph's  College  High  School ...  Joseph  Cody 

James  Thomas  O'Connor 

Simon  (Jratz  High  School  IMorinan  Alpert 

Alfred  Jaffe 
Irving  Kremer 
Allan  Lubar 
Aaron  D.  Schultz 
Herbert  Snfrin 

Southeast  Catholic  High  School ....  Edinond  [.  Hagan 

John  Laskas 

South  F^hiladelphia  Boys'  High 

School   Abraham  Baron 

Joseph  Maioriello 
Leonard  Muldavver 
Domenic  Spica 

South  Philadelphia  Girls'  High 

School   Marv  Bonaccorsi 

RaeCler 
Frieda  Moskalik 
\^'est  Catholic  High  School  for  Bo\s. Marco  T-  Ciccantelli 

John  J.  McGarvey 
Joseph  C.  Maginn 
Thomas  A.  Shallow- 
West  Philadelphia  Catholic  Girls' 

High  School   Margaret  F.  Gueriii 

Jean  P.  Hennessey 
Rosemary  Redditt 
Angela  G.  Schneelock 
Pauline  Siefert 
Betty  Regina  Steinkirchner 
West  I'hihulelphia  High  School ....  Manuel  15erman 

Bradford  H.  Darrach 
Nicholas  Economidis 
Irma  Spritz 
Basil  Stergiopoulos 

\\'illiam  Peiin  High  School  Florence  Fineman 

Emily  Riggs 
Laura  Thomas 

Picture  Rocks  Picture  Rocks  High  School  Robert  Ferrell 

Pitcairn   Pitcairn  High  School  Avis  Hilliard 

Pittsburgh   Allegheny  High  School  Edward  Dvorak 

Alierdice  High  School  Svlvia  Greenberg 

William  Klinkeiistein 
Leonard  M.  Oliver 
Joseph  Ross 
Stanley  I'ngar 
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Pittsburgh   Carrick  High  School  Jane  Fowlstori 

Claramae  Mackey 
John  Wurdack 

Divine  Providence  Academy  Dorothy  Mary  Meier 

East  Pittsburgh  High  School  Mary  Margaret  Sweeney 

Fifth  Avenue  High  School  Hilda  Kell\' 

Samuel  Zaslotf 

Langley  High  School  Don  Carnahan,  Jr. 

Ann  CJayiord 
Blair  Wallace 

Mt.  Lebanon  High  School  Ralph  N.  Kallock 

Mt.  Nazareth  Academy  Dorothy  Pisula 

David  B.  Oliver  High  School  Jack  Crawford 

Frank  Miksa 
Charles  Pekich 

Peabody  High  School  Shirley  R.  Bernstein 

Jack  Bollens 
Dorothy  N.  Kabat 
Constance  E.  Lewis 
Thomas  Mooney 
Nancy  Scott 

Perry  High  School  John  Paul  Corley 

Ruth  Redman  Patton 
Leta  Mae  Schoenberger 

St.  Casimir  High  School  Helen  Martha  Zilionis 

St.  Francis  Academy  Anne  Kavalauskas 

St.  John  the  Baptist  High  School..  .  Claire  McDermott 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral  High  School.  .  .Jane  Brislin 

St.  Martin  High  School  Mary  Smith 

St.  Mary  of  the  Mount  High  School ,  Richard  Vincent  English 

St.  Raphael's  High  School  Alice  M.  McCormick 

St.  Rosalia  High  School  Patricia  Barry 

Schenley  High  School  Jack  Belle 

Anthonv  DiVito 
Edward  John  Golobic 
Bertha  Greenberg 
Anna  Mae  Kandravy 
Lewis  F.  Wright,  Jr. 

Schenley  Standard  Evening  High 

School   Ralph  Tive 

South  High  School  Anna  Bogdon 

Michael  Jaskowski 
Joseph  Lesko 

South  Hills  High  School  George  A.  Bricmont 

David  J.  Dillon 
Ruth  Goldstrom 
Verna  Gramm 

Westinghouse  High  School  Edward  Bracken 

Regina  Christ 
Andrew  Randall 
Charles  Zacher 

Pittston   Pittston  Senior  High  School  Hugh  Earl  Carney 

William  Donald  Connors 
Jeannette  Corrine  DeFaIco 
St.  Cecilia  High  School  John  Francis  McGinley 

Plains   Plains  Tnwmship  High  School  Gasperina  M.  Fanelli 

Herbert  H\  man 

Plymouth   Plymouth  High  School  Tohn  Philip  Bowden 

Pocono  Pines  Tobvhanna  Township  High  School .  Flo\  d  Miller,  J  r. 

Portersville  Muddy  Creek  Portersville  Joint  High 

School   Charles  Armstrong,  Jr. 
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Pdttstowii   North  Coventry  High  School  Paul  Brown 

Pott^to^vn  Senior  High  School  Ralph  Mover 

Gertrude  Schock 

Pottsville   Pottsville  High  School  Bert  Dobbs 

Michael  Pisiak 
Ralph  Trout 

Punxsutawney   Punxsutawney  High  School  Ruth  Kocher 

Martha  Jean  Olson 

Quakertown   Quakertown  High  School  Beatrice  Raymann 

Quarryville   Quarrw  ille  High  School  Margaret  Galbreath 

Reading  St.  Peter  High  School  James  Augustus  Brice 

Renovo   St.  Joseph's  High  School  Eleanore  Curran 

Richland   Richland  High  School  Marion  G.  King 

Ridley  Park  Ridle\-  Park  High  School  George  L.  Anderson 

Ruffsdale  South  Huntingdon  Township  }Iigh 

School   Dale  F.  Bryan 

Saltsburg   Saltsburg  High  School  Mary  Louise  Short 

Schuylkill  Haven  Schuylkill  Haven  High  School  Esther  M.  Gingrich 

Scranton   Central  High  School  Anthony  Cummings 

Mary  Blanche  Gibbons 
Ann  Mary  (Graves 
Louise  Anne  Hennemuth 
Thomas  Murray 
Harry  Sakofsky 

Mary  w  ood  Seminary   Mary  Cullen 

St.  John  the  Evangelist  High  School .  Eleanor  Covalesky 

St.  Raid's  High  School  Eugene  A.  McGinnis 

Technical  High  School  James  Collins 

Norma  Fetzer 
Ann  Lyons 

Charlotte  Anne  McGuire 
Anna  Mrvkalo 
Helen  O'Neill 
Louis  Turon 

Selinsgrove   Selinsgrove  High  School  Dorothy  Grossman 

Sew  ickley   Sewickley  High  School  Raymond  S.  Rainbow,  Jr. 

Shamokin   Shamokin  High  School  Glen  M.  Burrows 

St.  Edward  High  School  Anthony  Zelinski 

Sharon  Hill  School  of  the  Holy  Child  Ida  Margaret  Lynch 

Sharpsburg   Sharpsburg  High  School  Arlene  Ruth  Jack 

Shenandoah   J.  W.  Cooper  Iligh  School  Leo  Chaplinsky 

Annette  Lefkowitz 
Charlotte  Neetzow 

Shickshinny   Shickshinn\   High  School  Harry  Edwin  Search 

Slippery  Rock  Slippery  Rock  High  School  J.  William  Laughner 

Somerset   Somerset  High  School  Pauline  Fae  Baker 

Harold  Stanley  Hay 

Souderton   Souderton  High  School  Mary  Kathryn  Troupe 

Spring  City  Spring  City  Junior-Senior  High 

School   John  VV.  Schuman 

Springdale   Springdale  Senior  High  School ....  Vera  E.  Duris 

Elsie  Ann  Golya 

Springfield   Springfield  High  School  Barbara  Russell 

Stoystown   Stoystown  High  School  Mike  Shramko 

Sugar  Notch  Sugar  Notch  High  School  John  Joseph  Janulewicz 

Sunbury  Sunbury  High  School  Sidney  J.  Apfelbaum 

Ruth  M.  Lenker 

Susquehanna   Sus(]uehanna  High  School  Stella  Zaharis 

Swarthmore   Swarthmore  High  School  Mary  Wetten 

Swoyerville  Swoyerville  High  School  Helen  Gaj 

Sykesville   Sykesville  Public  High  School  Mary  Wise 
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Taylor   Ta_vlor  High  School  Alfred  Engelmyer 

Henry  Lajewski 

Titusville   Titusville  High  School  Ruth  P.  Pringle 

Torresdale   Nazareth  Academy  Helen  B.  Janiak 

Tower  City  Tower  City  High  School  Clyde  R.  Kaufman 

Trafford   TrafTord  High  School  John  Kelly 

Tremont   Tremont  High  School  Joseph  Golden 

Trucksville   Kingston  Township  High  School ...  Edward  Lahr 

Uniontown   Uniontown  Senior  High  School  Milton  Moskovitz 

Unionville  Unionville  Joint  Consolidated 

School   Barbara  D.  Gabel 

Vandergrift   Vandergrift  High  School  Betty  Jo  Patton 

Virginia  Mae  Penrod 
Clara  Turano 

Vandling  handling  High  School  Joseph  Evanoika 

Wallingford   Nether  Providence  High  School ...  .Richard  Lauterback 

Wanamie   Newport  Township  High  School ...  Lilyanne  W.  Babskie 

Washington   Washington  High  School  Gayle  Marble 

Betty  Lois  Moore 

Waymart   Waymart  High  School  Jennie  L.  Beam 

Wayne  Radnor  High  School  John  Fenton 

Waynesburg   .  .  .  Waynesburg  High  School  Adebe  George 

Wesleyville  Wesleyville  High  School  Kenneth  C.  Cline 

West  chester  St.  Agnes  High  School  Joseph  James  Dawson 

West  Chester  High  School  Helen  Ogborn 

Willard  Ronk,  Jr. 

West  Grove  Avon  Grove  Consolidated  School ..  .Thomas  P.  Evans 

West  Hazleton  West  Hazleton  High  School  George  Dixon 

Michael  Kocan 

West  Lawn  Spring  Township  High  School  Dennis  W.  Strawbridge 

West  Pittston  West  Pittston  High  School  Anne  Gibbons 

Donald  S.  Williams 

White  Haven  White  Haven  High  School  Robert  C.  Faylor 

Wilkes-Barre   James  M.  Coughlin  High  School ...  Frances  Hamblett 

Naomi  Rae  Korn 
Dominic  Lorusso 

G.  A.  R.  Memorial  High  School ...  Maurice  Naveen 

Elmer  L.  Meyers  High  School  Marilyn  C.  Jones 

Helen  Transue 
Frances  Woronowicz 

Williamsport   Williamsport  High  School  William  E.  Cady 

Mary  Jane  Kuhns 
Catharine  Lewis 
Janet  Stratton 
Paul  V.  Sullivan 

^^'illiamsto\vn   Catholic  High  School  Vincent  McNamara 

Woodlyn   Ridley  Township  High  School  Howard  Y.  Clymer 

Marguerite  E.  Taylor 

Wyalusing   Wyalusing  High  School  Rosetta  Frazer 

Yeadon   Yeadon  High  School  Dorothy  E.  Campbell 

York   William  Penn  High  School  Louise  Bailey 

Henrietta  C.  Beck 
York  Catholic  High  School  Henry  T- Schneider 


A  PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOR  EARLE 


IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  AUTHORITY  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
GOVERNOR'S  OFFICE 


WHEREAS,  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  ratified  by  the 
ninth  or  enabling  state  on  June  21,  1788;  and 

WHEREAS,  these  one  hiuulred  hfty  years  of  our  Democracy  have 
proved  that  "a  government  by  the  people,  of  the  people  and  for  the  people" 
which  heretofore  had  been  thought  possible  only  in  a  single  state  and  its 
environs,  is  still  better  suited  for  the  government  of  a  continent,  and  that 
Federal  Democracy  excels  all  other  forms  of  governnisnt  in  strength  and 
durability ;  and 

WHEREAS,  embodied  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  all 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  justice,  which  have  made  this  Nation  recog- 
nized as  the  champion  of  liberty  and  human  rights;  and 

WHEREAS,  only  through  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Constitution 
can  our  citizens  appreciate  the  blessings  which  it  confers  upon  them  ; 

IT  IS,  THEREFORE,  appropriate  that  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
reaffirm  their  debt  to  those  who  made  possible  a  more  perfect  union — one 
which  established  justice,  instn'ed  domestic  tranquility  and  made  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  posterity — by  holding  fitting  commemoration  exer- 
cises on  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

THEREFORE,  I,  (iEorge  H.  Eakle,  Ciovernor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  request  that  Tuesday,  June  21,  1938,  be  observed 
throughout  the  State  with  patriotic  exercises  and  by  display  of  the  American 
flag  and  National  colors  on  all  public  and  private  buildings,  residences  and 
convenient  establishments  and  I  urge  all  loyal  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  join  with  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Com- 
mittee in  marking  this  milestone  in  the  history  of  our  people. 


GIVEN  under  my  hand  and  the  Oreat  Seal  of 
the  Commonwealth,  at  the  City  of  Harrisburg, 
this  28tli  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lortl, 
one  thousantl  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
and  the  Coninionwealth  the  one  hundred  and 
srxty-second. 


By  the  Governor: 

CiEORGE  H.  Earle. 


David  L.  Lawrence, 


S(  (  rcttiry  of  the  (loniinotiivinlth. 
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THE  INVITATION  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  CITIZENS 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR  THE  PHILADELPHIA  CELEBRATION  IN  JUNE 


k 


TO  THE 


Citizens  of  Pennfylvania 

t/^e  inht^bitafits  of  the  ^/nited  ^SVates  of  America. 


Frinids  and  Fellow-Ciliiens, 

70V  are  particularly  requefred  tn  afsemble  and  join  with  us  tn  honor 
THE  CONHTITVTION  of  the  UNITED  STATES  of  AMERIC.l 
oil  the  occafion  of  its  150th  Birthday  at  the  following  places  and  hours  of  importance, 


JUNE  18— Franklin  Field,  1:30  p.  m. 

Birthday  Festival— 1  2,(H)0  Public  and  Parochial 
School  Pupils— Girard  College  B.ittalioii 
Municipal  Stadium,  7:30  p.  m. 
Spect.icular  "Festival  of  Nations" 

JUNE  19— Valley  Forge,  3:15  p.  m. 

Natlimal  Historic  and  Religious  Services — Band  Music 
Mass  Singing 

Forenoon  Services  In  Philadelphia  Colonial  Churches 

JUNE  20— Independence  Hall,  1:00  p.  m. 

Floral  American  Flag  Fxerci-ics — Women's  Committee 
Convention  Hall,  8:30  p.  m. 
Musical  Drama  of  Crispus  Attuclts,  Negro  Martyr 
Negro  Spirituals 

JUNE  21— Independence  Hall,  12:30  p.  m. 

Salute  to  The  Nation 

Parkway — Independence  Hall,  2:30  p.  m. 

Great  Military  Parade— Air  Maneuvers 
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/Pennsylvania  CoNSTixunoN  Commemoration  Co 


MM  ITT  FT. 


GovernGr  GEORCF  H.  EABLE,  Honorary'  Clu.rman  -  ALBERT  M.  CREF.NFIELD,  Siair  Cl.a.rmj 
riiilj.  RtE,„n  G^mmiitrt:  Mayor  S.  DAVIS  WILSON.  H-n^jrarj  Cl.,.lniuii    ■  FRAfJK  SMI  HI,  Chj 


THE  PROGRAM  CARD  PLACED  IN  PHILADELPHIA  HOTEL  ROOMS 

DURING  JUNE,  1938 

We  invite  you  to  return 
to  Philadelphia  for  the  Celebration  ®f 


JUPtE  18  •  19  .  20  .  21 

Marking  150  Years  of  Freedom  under  The  Constitution 


Principal  Events 
JUNE  18— Franklin  Field,  1:30  p.  m. 

Birthday  Festival  — 12,000  Public  cind  Parochial 
School  Pupils — Girorcl  College  Battoiion 
Municipal  Stadium,  7:30  p.  m. 
SpL'ctacular     Festival  of  Nations 
JUNE  19— Valley  Forge,  3:15  p.  m. 

National  Historic  and  Religious  Services — Band  Music 
Mass  Singing   

Forenoon  Services  in  Philadelphia  Colonial  Churches 
JUNE  20 — Independence  Hall,  1:00  p.  m. 

Floral  American  FIcig  E  x  erci  s  es— Wo  men's  Commiffee 
Convention  Hall,  8:30  p.  m. 

Musicol  Drama  of  Crispus   Attucks,   Negro  Martyr 
Negro  Spirituals 
JUNE  21— Independence  Hall,  12:30  p.  m. 

Solute  toThoNation 

Parkway— Independence  Hall,  2:30  p.  m. 

Great  Military  Parade  —  Air  Maneuvers 

PEHNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Governor  GEORGE  H.  EARIE,  Honorary  Chairman   •   ALBERT  M   GREENFIELD,  State  Cttoirman 
Fhilo,  Region  Corr.inrtte*;;  Wayor  S,  OAVIS  WtlSOM,  Honorary  Choirman  •  Judge  FRANK  SMITH,  Ctioirmon 

Make  Your  Hotel  Reservations  Today  ! 
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THE  PROCLAMATION  ISSUED  BY  BURGESSES 


proclamation 

WHEREAS,  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  ratified  by  the 
ninth  or  enabling  state  on  June  21,  1788  ;  and 

WHEREAS,  these  one  hundred  fifty  years  of  our  Democracy  have 
proved  that  "a  government  by  the  people,  of  the  people  and  for  the  people" 
which  heretofore  had  been  thought  possible  only  in  a  single  state  and  its 
environs,  is  still  better  suited  for  the  government  of  a  continent,  and  that 
Federal  Democracy  excels  all  other  forms  of  government  in  strength  and 
durability ;  and 

WHEREAS,  embodied  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  all 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  justice,  which  have  made  this  Nation  recog- 
nized as  the  champion  of  liberty  and  human  rights;  and 

WHEREAS,  only  through  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Constitution 
can  our  citizens  appreciate  the  blessings  which  it  confers  upon  them ; 

IT  IS,  THEREFORE,  appropriate  that  the  citizens  of  New  Galilee 
Borough,  reaffirm  their  debt  to  those  who  made  possible  a  more  perfect  union 
— one  which  established  justice,  insured  domestic  tranquility  and  made  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  posterity — by  holding  fitting  commemoration 
exercises  on  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

THEREFORE,  I,  W.  L.  Jenkins,  request  that  Tuesday,  June  21, 
1938,  be  observed  by  display  of  the  American  flag  and  National  colors  on  all 
public  and  private  buildings  and  residences,  and  I  urge  all  loyal  citizens  of 
the  borough  of  New  Galilee,  Pennsylvania,  to  join  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Constitution  Commemoration  Committee  in  marking  this  milestone  in  the 
history  of  our  people,  especially  by  their  attendance  at  the  ceremonies  that 
evening  at  8:00  o'clock  P.M.,  in  the  North  Side  Carnegie  Music  Hall, 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

GIVEN  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  16th  day 
of  Jime,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  Common- 
wealth the  one  hundred  and  sixty-second: 

W.  L.  Jenkins, 

ATTEST:  '  Burgess. 

C.  R.  Shannon, 

Secretary  of  New  Galilee,  Pa. 

June  16,  1938 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE  BIRTHDAY  FESTIVAL 

l^rogram 

BIRTHDAY  FESTIVAL 

150th  Birthday  of  the  United  States  Constitution 

Under  the  Ampices  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 

FRANKLIN  FIELD,  PHILADELPHIA 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  18,  1938 
1  :30  P.  M.,  E.  D.  S.  T. 

1.  Speakers 

a.  Honorable  Frank  Smith,  Cliairman  of  the  Philadelphia  Region, 

Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 

b.  Honorable  John  B.  Kelly,  Vice-chairman  of  the  Philadelphia 

Region,  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Com- 
mittee 

c.  Louis  Nusbaum,  Acting  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Philadelphia 

2.  Drills  by  the  Bands 

a.  John  W.  llallahan  Catholic  Girls  High  School 

b.  West  Fhiladclpliia  Catholic  Girls  High  School 

3.  Drill  —  Manual  of  Arms 

Girard  College 

4.  Vocal  Program 

Philadelphia  Public  High  Schools 

John  W.  llallalian  Catholic  Girls  High  School 

West  Phila(lcli)liia  Catholic  Girls  High  School 

a.  Star  Spangled  Banner 

b.  Group  of  Four  Part  Choruses 

1.  Send  Out  Thy  Light 

2.  Pilgrims'  Chorus 

3.  America,  Mv  Wondrous  Land 
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Program  of  the  School  Children's  Festival 
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c.   Patriotic  Songs  of  One  Hundred  Fifty  Years 

1.  Yankee  Doodle 

2.  Hail  Columbia 

3.  Columbia,  The  Gem  of  the  Ocean 

4.  Tenting  To-Night 

5.  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic 

6.  Dixie 

7.  The  Home  Road 

8.  America  the  Beautiful 

9.  America 


Dances,  Drills,  and  a  Gigantic  American  Shield 


Event 

Band 

a. 

March  to  position  on  Held  

..Philadelphia  High  Schools 

b. 

Marching  Drill   

.  .  Mastbaum  Vocational 

c. 

March  off  and  on  field  (two  groups) .  . 

.  .  Girard  College 

d. 

Circle  Dance  

.  .Mastbaum  Vocational  and  Northeast  High 

e. 

March  off  and  on  field  (two  groups) .  . 

.  .  Hallahan  High  and  West  Phila.  Catholic 

Girls  High 

f. 

Gavotte  Dance  

...Mastbaum  Vocational  and  Northeast  High 

g- 

March  off  and  on  field  (two  groups) . . 

.  .  Philadelphia  High  Schools 

h. 

Mass  Drill   

. .  Mastbaum  Vocational  and  Northeast  High 

i. 

March  off  and  on  field  (two  groups)  ,  . 

.  .  Girard  College 

j- 

.  .  .  Mastbaum  Vocational  and  Nortlieast  High 

k. 

March  off  and  on  field  

,  Hallahan  High  and  West   Phila.  Catholic 

Girls  High 

i. 

..Philadelphia  High  Schools 

Singing  by  Entire  Group 

Stars  and  Stripes  Forever  Combined  Bands  of  Public  Schools 


March  Off  Field 

On  the  Alert  


Philadelphia  High  Schools 
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The  Pamphlet — The  Story  of  a  Day 
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PROGRAM  OF  THE  FESTIVAL  OF  NATIONS 


iram 

FESI  IVAL  OF  NATIONS 

150th  Birthday  of  the  U mtcd  States  Constitution 

Under  the  Auspices  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 

MUNICIPAL  STADIUM,  PHILADELPHIA 

SATURDAY  EVExNING,  JUNE  18,  103S 
7:30  P.  M.,  E.  D.  S.  T. 

Speakers : 

Judge  Frank  Smith,  Chairman  Philadelphia  Regional  Committee,  presiding 
S.  Davis  Wilson,  Mayor  of  Philadeliihia 

Albert  M.  ( ii'eenfield.  State  Chairman,  Pennsylv.ania  Constitution  Com- 
memoration Committee 
Judge  George  A.  Welsh,  United  States  District  Court 
Henry  E.  MuUe,  Senior  Examiner  of  the  Unitetl  States  Immigration  and 

Naturalization  Service 
Rev.  Thcmas  Hurton,  Pastor,  Saint  Rita's  Roman  Catholic  Church 
Rev.  John  Craig  Roak,  Pastor,  Old  Swedes'  Church 
Mathias  J.  Moe,  Chairman,  Festival  of  Nations  Committee 

P  R  C)  G  R  A  M 

Invocation  Rev.  Thomas  Hurton 

St.  Rita's  R.  C.  Church 

Introduction  of  Mr.  Albert  ^I.  (treeniteld  Judge  Frank  Smith 

Address  Albert  M.  Cireenfield 

Introdi  CTiox  OF  Mr.  Henry  L.  Mulle  Judge  Smith 

SLiiinr  I'^x.'tmiiifr  ut  the  U.  S.  I miiiigratinu  anti  Naturalization  Service 

Calling  of  Roll  of  New  Citizens  Mulle 

Address  Judge  (icorge  A.  Welsh,  L^.  S.  District  Court 

Salute  to  the  Flag  by  New  Citizens 

Selection — "Aiiierieti"  Band  and  Assemblage 

Address  S.  Davis  Wilson 

iVIayor  of  rhiladelpliia 

Program  of  Choral  Singing  and  Folk  Dancing 

Finale — Massing  of  Colors,  Parade  of  the  Nations.  .  .led  by  Miss  Liberty 

"The  Star  Spangled  Banner"  Band  and  Assemblage 

Benediction  John  Craig  Roak 

Pjstor,  Old  S\\edes'  Church 

(326) 


ADMISSION  CARDS  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  EVENTS 
OF  JUNE,  1938,  CELEBRATION  IN  PHILADELPHIA 


PENNSVLVANIS  CONSTITUTION  COMMEMORATION  COMMIHEE 


Celebration" 


"U.  5.  Ccmtitution'i 


FRANKLIN  FIELD 
SATURDAY 

JUNE  18 
1:30  P.M. 


BIRTHDAV  FESTIVAL  PHILA.  HIGH  SCHOOLS 
PUBLIC,  PAROCHIAL  AND  GIRARD  COLLEGE 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION  COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 


-U.  S.  Con:„tut:c 

FRANKLIN  FIELD 

SATURDAY 

JUNE  18 
1:30  P  M. 


GENERAL 
ADMISSION 


BiRIHDAy  FESTIVAL  PHILA  HIGH  SCHOOLS 
PUBLIC,  PAROCHIAL   AND  GIRARD  COLLEGE 


i    PENNSVLVANIACONSlllUTION  COMMEMORAIION  COMMITTEE 

"U.  S.  Constitution'!  750'."  SiftfiJay  Celebration" 


FESTIVAL 

OF 
NATIONS 


GENERAL 
ADMISSION 


MUNICIPAL  STADIUM    SATURDAY.JUNE  18  IMfMI. 


\  t  iiNii  nu  HON'  Com.mi:mor-,t:os  Commii 

"£.'.  ^.  Cinilitut'toti'i  l^tf/t  Rirttidiiy  CfUbrmi'^»'' 


HUN')  ING  rO.S  H£.\1)QU.\K  1  hRS 


Sunday,  Jiii 


3.15  P.  .M     -    Ro.^Tv  if  ■ 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION  COMMEMORATION  COMMITHE 

"U.  S.  Constitution'!  ISO'."  Birthday  Celehrition" 


FESTIVAL 

OF 
NATIONS 


BOX 

EO 

GATE  9 


MUNICIPAL  STADIUM  -  SATURDAY.IUNEIS  '7:30P.M. 


•\  .  Cus 1 7u  nu.s  Cmm  M  l.mui-- m  lo  .  (oMMirrEE 

"U.  S   CoiiUUulioii'i  !S'.'th  BtrtJuUy  L  eitbralton" 

WOMEN'S  COMMrr  i  hlL  I'KOGkAM 

iiniepcmltTnc  Hali 
M.vnday,  June  20,   l'i3S     -     I  P-  M.     -     Reserved  Seat 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSIIIU 

[ION  COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

"U.  S.  Constitution's 

!50'."  BiftJit/d)- Ce/cbfdl/on" 

Musical  Drama  of 

Crispus  Attucks  |i 

I^^V  GENERAL 

B'^V  ADMISSION 

Negro  Spiritualj  ■ 

CONVENTION  HALL  - 

MONDAY,  IUNE20  ■  8:30  P.M. 

l*Jh  STCEET  SELOW  S>-'RUC£ 

i'l -^VEYLVAMA  CO.N  iT  I  TL'TION  COMMEMORATION  COMMlTTth 

"C,       Consul  "lion's  lii'/fi  Btrl'ijay  CeUbralion" 


INDEPENDENCE  HALL 
PhiUdrlpbia 


Tuesday.  June  21,  I93S    •     1  P.  M.    -    Spe^fcorS  Stwid 
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THE  PROGRAM  DISTRIBUTED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  AT  "REVERENCE 
DAY"  EXERCISES,  VALLEY  FORGE,  JUNE  19,  1938 


VALLEY  FORGE 

HUNTINGTON  (QUARTERS 

Sunday,  June  19,  1938,  3:15  P.  M.  (D.S.T.) 

These  ceremonies  are  held  t.i  commemorate  the  150tli  Birthday  of  the  United  States  Consti- 
tution and  the  160th  Anniversary  of  the  tvacuation  of  Valk  y  Forge  by  Washington's  Army. 

PARADF  01-  THE  CONTINI- \  l  Al.  COLORS 

Wtt-ran  (ni.inl.  Third  Regimcru  Infantry,  N.  G.  P. 

SELECTIONS   KISrI,  (.,^1,1  Artillery  Band 

   Albert  M.  Greenfield 

  Wislimgton  Memorial  Chapel  Nested  Choir 

INVOCATION   _  Rev.  John  Hart 

ADDRESS— ■■  Tfe  Evacimiim  of  I  'alley  For^chylfa  ilmrjons  Jrmy"  .  The  Hon.  George  H.  Earle 

••NATIONAL  EMBLEM  MARCH"    lOKdilMdd  X^ill^yll^d 

ADDRESS— •■•A<'  BiriA  oj  Ihe  Consliiuiion"   I  hc  Hon.  E.  D.  Rivers 

"AMERICA"  l()Sth  Field  Artillery  Band 

ADDRESS— "/W/fv  Forge  — T/u-  Inspir.ilimi  „/  Ihe  Contliliilton"  Frank  W.  Melvin 

CLOSING  REMARKS  ,  J ud^' Frank 

BENEDICTION   Rev.  John  Hart 

RECESSIONAI  Washington  Memorial  Chapel  V  ested  Choir 

"  Thf.  Star  Spangled  Ha.v.s'er^'  by  the  entire  assemblage 


ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 
HYMN  


Presiding 

JUm.l-:  FRANK  SMITH.  Chairman.  PhiUdelph,,,  Region,  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoritron  Committ« 
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THE  WOMEN'S  COMMITTEE  INVITATION 


The  Women's  Committee 
□f  the 


Pennsylvania  Constitution 
Commemoration  Committee 
requests  the  pleasure  of  your  company 


Independence  Hall 
to  honor  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  to  celebrate  the 
15Dth  Anniversary  of  its  Ratification 
Monday  afternoon,  June  twentieth 

at  one  o'clock,  D.S.T. 
Nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight 


at 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 


R.  S.  V.  p. 


Mrs.  George  H.  Earle 

1605  Pennsylvania  Building 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Floral  American  Flag  Pageant 
Speakers 
Music 
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THE  FLORAL  AMERICAN  FLAG  PROGRAM 


ISO™  BIRTHDAY-U.S.  CONSTITUTION 

Floral  American  Flag  Exercises 


INDEPENDENCE  HALL 

PHILADELPHIA 


^JMonclay^  Jane  20 ^  1938 ^  i  p.  m. 


Women's  Committee 
PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 
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The  Floral  American  Flag  Program 


We.  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  Order  to  lonii  a  wore 
perfect  Union,  e^tablnh  Justice,  insure  domestic  Tranquility,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  Welfare,  and  secure 
the  Blessings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves,  and  our  Posterity,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this   Constitution  for  the   United  States  of  America. 

— Preaml/lf  of  Tlot:  Cnnslitntion . 


332  The  Floral  American  Flag  Program 


ram 


Assembly  The  Trumpeters 

Narration — "The  American  Flag"  Alan  Scott 

Unveiling  oe  America's  Largest  Floral  Flag — "Stars  and  Stripes" — 

Chorus 

John  W.  Hallahan  and  West  Philadelphia  Girls 
Catholic  High  Schools'  Band  and  Glee  Chorus 

Narration — "The  Atnericaii  Flag" — Continued  Alan  Scott 

Finale — "America"  Band  and  Chorus 

SPEAKING  PROGRAM 
Introduction  Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer 

Chairman,  Program  Committee 

Address  oe  Welcome  Mrs.  George  H.  Earle 

Vice-Chairman,  Philadelphia  Region  Committee 

Selection — "Columbia  the  Gem  of  the  Ocean"  Glee  Chorus 

Address — "A  Tribute  to  Liberty"  Mrs.  Nellie  Taylor  Ross 

Director,  United  States  Mint 

Address — "W^^ omen's  Part  in  America's  Future" .  .  .  .Mrs.  John  L.  Whitehurst 

First  Vice-President,  General  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 

March — "Noble  Men"  School  Band 

Address — "Mothers  of  the  Comtit/ition"  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Roberts,  Jr. 

President  General,  National  Society, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 

Selection  School  Band 

Address — "Progress  of  W-^omen  Since  the  Constitution  Days" 

Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Hutchinson 

National  President,  Colonial  Dames  of  America 

Closing  Remarks  ;  Mrs.  George  H.  Earle 

National  Anthem — "Star  Spangled  Banner" .  .  .  .By  the  Entire  Assemblage 


The  Floral  American  Flag  Program 
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PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Appointed  by  His  Excellency.  George  H.  Earle,  Governor,  pursuant  to  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  airange  for  an  appropriate  celebration  of  the  liOih 
Anniversary  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Honorary  Chairmen 
HON.  GEORGE  H.  EARLE 
Governor  of  Commonwcilth 

HON.  JOHN  W.  KEPHART 
Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court 

HON.  S.  DAVIS  WILSON 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia 

HON.  LESTER  K.  ADE 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction 


ALBERT  M.  GREENFIELD 
Chairman 

MRS.  EMMA  GUFFEY  MILLER 

Chairman  Women's  Activities 


H.  ENNIS  JONES 

Assistant  to  Chairman 

JOHN  S.  RENWICK 
Secretary 


Honorary  Vice-Chairmen 
HON.  THOMAS  KENNEDY 
Lieutenant  Governor 

HON.  HARVEY  HUFFMAN 
President  Pro  Tern,  the  Senate 

HON.  ROY  E.  FURMAN 
Speaker,  the  House 

HON.  FRANK  W.  MELVIN 

Chairman  of 
Penna.  Historical  Commission 


PHILADELPHIA  REGION  WOMEN'S  COMMITTEE 


Mrs.  George  H.  Earle,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer,  Chairman  Program  Committee 


Mrs.  Edward  Adams 

Mrs.  Bessie  Dobson  Altemus 

Mrs.  Richard  Beamish 

Mrs.  George  H.  Beck 

Mrs.  Francis  Biddle 

Mrs.  Arthur  Block 

Mrs.  Curtis  Bok 

Mrs.  George  H.  Brown 

Mrs.  Edward  Browning 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Cantrell 

Mrs.  Charles  Carpenter 

Mrs.  Oswald  Chew 

Mrs.  Henry  Brinton  Coxe 

Mrs.  John  P.  Dorrance 

Mrs.  Michael  Francis  Doyle 

Mrs.  Edgar  P.  Earle 

Miss  Gertrude  Ely 

Mrs.  Francis  I.  Fasy 

Mrs.  Samuel  S.  Fees 

Mrs.  N.  Myers  Fitler 

Mrs.  John  A.  Frick 

Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Gaffney 

Mrs.  Thomas  S,  Gates 


Mrs.  Herbert  F.  Goodrich 

Mrs.  Albert  M.  Greenfield 

Mrs.  Laura  C.  Haines 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hart 

Mrs.  J.  Bertram  Hervey 

Miss  Ellen  Gowen  Hood 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Howe 

Mrs.  John  Jacobs 

Mrs.  Horace  M.  Jones 

Mrs.  John  B.  Kelly 

Mrs.  a.  Atwater  Kent 

Mrs.  William  B.  Kugler 

Mrs.  Stacy  B.  Lloyd 

Mrs.  George  Horace  Lorimer 

Mrs.  MatthewH.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Miss  Anne  McCormick 

Mrs.  Vance  McCormick 

Mrs.  J.  Earle  McGee 

Mrs.  Edgar  S.  McKaig 

Miss  Mary  Willis  McKenzie 

Mrs.  Robert  McLean 

Mrs.  J.  Hector  McNeal 

Mrs.  Philip  T.  Meredith 


Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller 
Mrs.  Frederic  M.  Paist 
Mrs.  a.  Mitchell  Palmer 
Mrs.  Fred  M.  Perry 
Mrs.  Daniel  A.  Poling 
Mrs.  HumbertBurton  Powell 
Mrs.  William  Mann  Prizer 
Mrs.  Archibald  F.  Rader 
Mrs.  Thaddeus  Rich 
Mrs.  I.  R.  Schoonmaker 
Mrs.  Cornelius  D.  Scully 
Mrs.  Frank  Smith 
Mrs.  Meade  Smith 
Mrs.  Morton  E.  Snellenburg 
Mrs.  Maurice  J.  Speiser 
Mrs.  Francis  R.  Strawbridge 
Mrs.  Robert  Von  Moschzisker 
Mrs.  L.  Chandler  Williams 
Mrs.  George  F.  Wilson 
Mrs.  S.  Davis  Wilson 
Mrs.  Samuel  Woodward 
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THE  PROGRAM  CARD  DISTRIBUTED  IN  STORE  WINDOWS  DURING 
THE  JUNE  CELEBRATION  IN  PHILADELPHIA 

WELCOME  TO  PHILADELPHIA  S 

U.  S.  CONSTITUTION  BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

Marking  150  years  of  Freedom  under  The  Constitution 


JUNE  18— Franklin  Field,  1:30  p.  m. 

Birthday  Fesfival-12,000  Public  and  Parochial  School  Pupils 
Girard  College  Battalion 

Municipal  Stadium,  7:30  p.  m. 

Spectacular  "Festival  of  Nations" 

JUNE  19  — Valley  Forge,  3:15  p.  m. 

Notional  Historic  and  Religious  Services— Band  Music 
Mass  Singing   

Forenoon  Services  in  Philadelphia  Colonial  Churches 

JUNE  20— Independence  Hall,  1:00  p.  m. 

Floral  American  Flog  Exercises— Women's  Committee 

Convention  Hall,  8:30  p.  m. 

Musical  Drama  of  Crispus  Attucks,  Negro  Martyr— Negro  Spirituals 

JUNE  21— Independence  Hall,  12:30  p.  m. 

Salute  to  The  Nation 

Parkway-Independence  Hall,  2:30  p.  m. 

Great  Military  Parade  — Air  Maneuvers 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Governoi  CEOKGC  H.  EARLE,  Honorary  Chaiiman  ALBERT  M.  CREENTIEID,  Sute  Chairman 

Phila.  Region  Coramiltee:  Mayor  S  DAVIS  WILSON,  Honoiaiy  Chaiiisan       hige  FRANK  SMTB,  Oiainaui 
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SAMPLE  OF  THE  CARDS  DISTRIBUTED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
JUNE  21,  1938,  OBSERVANCE  IN  ALL  COUNTIES 

Join  with  us  in  celebrating 
THE  150TH  BIRTHDAY 

U.  S.  CONSTITUTION 
JUNE  21 


7 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Honorary  Chairman  State  Chairman 

Governor  GEORGE  H.  EARLE      ' "      ALBERT  M.  GREENHELD 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY 
SAMUEL  M.  GOODYEAR,  Chairman 
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PHILADELPHIA  RATIFICATION  DAY  PROGRAM 


150™  BIRTHDAY-U.S.  CONSTITUTION 

l^tification  "Day 


INDEPENDENCE  HALL 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tuesday^  June  21^  1938^  12.30  p.  m. 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 
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Philadelphia  Ratification  Day  Program 
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IFe,  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  Order  to  jorm  a  more 
perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  Tranquility,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  Welfare,  and  secure 
the  Blessings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves,  and  our  Posterity,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this   Constitution  for  the   United  States  of  America. 

— Preamble  of  Tlie  Consiitiiliuii. 


340  Philadelphia  Ratification  Day  Program 

Program 

Selections  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company  Band 

Lieutenant  Albeit  W.  Eckenroth,  Conductor 


Address  of  Welcome  Albert  M.  Greenfield 

State  Chairman,  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 

Selection — "Soasa  March"  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company  Band 

Presentation  of  Scholarship  Awards  and 

Introduction  of  Governor  Francis  P.  Murphy,  of  New  Hampshire, 

The  Honorable  George  H.  Earle 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania 

Address  The  Honorable  Francis  P.  Murphy 

Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  speaking  from  Concord,  N.  H. 

Address — "The  Amer'/cjii  Ideal"  The  Honorable  Sumner  Welles 

Under  Secretary  of  State 

Selection — "National  Ei)/ble»i  March.'' 

Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company  Band 

Address — "Estahl'nhnient  of  the  Coiist/t/ttion"  Congressman  Sol  Bloom 

Selection  Veteran  Guard  Band,  Third  Regiment  Infantry,  N.  G.  P. 

Address — "America — The  B/ilwark  oj  FreeJo/u"  Judge  Frank  Smith 

Chairman,  Philadelphia  Region  Committee 

Selection  Slook-Montague  Bugle  and  Drum  Corps 

Address — "Constitutional  Government  at  the  Crossroads" 

The  Honorable  James  J.  Davis 

United  States  Senator 

Closing  Remarks  Albert  M.  Greenfield 

National  Anthem — "Star  Spangled  Banner" .  .  .  .By  the  Entire  Assemblage 

Opening  of  Sub-Po,stofifice  and  first  sale  of  new  issue.  Constitution  Ratification 
Commemoration  Stamp — Congress  Hall,  9  A.  M. — Marked 
by  release  of  Thirteen  Homing  Pigeons. 

— Postmaster  Joseph  F.  Gallagher,  Officiating. 

Decoration  by  Boy  Scouts  of  the  graves,  within  and  without  our  State  borders,  of 
members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Convention  that  ratified  the  United  States  Constitution. 
Military  Honors  at  graves  of  Pennsylvania  Signers  of  the  Constitution  by 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  American  Legion — 1  P.  M. 


Philadelphia  Ratification  Day  Program 
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PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION 
COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 

Appointed  by  His  Excellency,  George  H.  Earle,  Governor,  pursuant  to  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  arrange  for  an  appropriate  celebration  of  the  130th 
Anniversary  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  of  America. 


Honorary  Chairmen 
HON.  GEORGE  H.  EARLE 

Governor  of  Commonwealth 

HON,  JOHN  W.  KEPHART 
Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court 

HON.  S.  DAVIS  WILSON 
Mayor  of  Philadelphia 

HON.  LESTER  K.  ADE 
Superintendent  Publiclnstruction 


ALBERT  M.  GREENFIELD 
Chairman 


MRS.  EMMA  GUFFEY  MILLER 
Chairman  Women's  Activities 


H.  ENNIS  JONES 
Assistant  to  Chairman 


JOHN  S.  RENWICK 

Secretary 


Honorary  Vice-Chairmen 
HON.  THOMAS  KENNEDY 
Lieutenant  Governor 

HON.  HARVEY  HUFFMAN 
President  Pro  Tem.  the  Senate 

HON.  ROY  E.  FURMAN 
Speaker,  the  House 

HON.  FRANK  W.  MELVIN 

Chairman  of 
Penna.  Historical  Commission 


PHILADELPHIA  REGION  PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 

Judge  Frank  Smith,  Chairman 

Honorable  Joseph  P.  Gaffney  Honorable  John  B.  Kelly 

Mrs.  George  H.  Earle  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Gates 

Vice-Chairmen 


Add  B.  Anderson 

MoNsiGNOR  John  J.  Bonner 

Rear  Admiral  W.  T.  Cluverilis 

Hon.  Frank  J.  G.  Dorsey 

Michael  Francis  Doyle 

Abe  Einstein 

Joseph  F.  Gallagher 

Joseph  E.  Gill 

Dr.  Herbert  F.  Goodrich 

Charles  H.  Grakelow 

Albert  M.  Greenfield 

Norman  J.  Griffin 

John  J.  Haley 

Rev.  Jack  Hart 

Charles  B.  Helms 

Virginia  Hughes 

F.  Raymond  Johnson 

Gilbert  S.  Jones 


H.  Ennis  Jones 
S.  J.  Karsevar 

Hon.  W.  Freeland  Kendrick 
Hon.  John  W.  Kephart 
Horace  P.  Kern 
Mrs.  Gustav  Ketterer 
Horace  P.  Liversidge 
Mrs.  George  H.  Lorimer 
Paul  H.  Love 
John  A.  McCarthy 
George  B.  McClernand 
Right  Rev.  Mons. 

J.  Carroll  McCormick 
Mrs.  Robert  McLean 
Hon.  Frank  W.  Melvin 
Mathias  J.  MOE 
Victor  E.  Moore 
Colonel  Robert  Morris 


Rabbi  A.  A.  Neuman 

Dr.  Louis  Nusbaum 

Dr.  Merle  M.  Odgers 

Rev.  Dr.  E.  A.  E.  Palmquist 

Edward  W.  Prendergast 

Sayre  M.  Ramsdell 

John  S.  Renwick 

Major  Harry  V.  Ryder 

Ted  Schlanger 

Ralph  T.  Senter 

Maj.  Gen.  Edw.  C.  Shannon 

Philip  C.  Staples 

RowE  Stewart 

David  E.  Triester 

Dr.  John  P.  Turner 

G.  A.  Wiedemann 

Woodrow  Wilson 

Donald  Withycomb 
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The  Pamphlet,  Our  Constitution 


(344) 


THE  GOLD  MEDAL  OF  HONOR  AWARDED  MR.  ALBERT  M.  GREEN- 
FIELD, STATE  CHAIRMAN,  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONSTITUTION 
SESQUICENTENNIAL  COMMISSION,  JUNE  21,  1938.  A  SIMILAR  MEDAL 
WAS  AWARDED  TO  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  H.  EARLE  AND  JUDGE 
FRANK  SMITH.  ACTUAL  SIZE  OF  THE  MEDAL,  ONE  AND  THREE- 
FOURTHS  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER. 
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THE  LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  MR.  ALBERT  M.  GREENFIELD  BY  THE 
ASSISTANT  STATE  CHAIRMAN  AND  POSTED  IN  THE  SPECIAL  COVER 


Pennsylv 
Com MEM 


Appimted  b_,  His  fi-tllinvj.  C(oij(  H  E± 


TITUTION 
)  M  M  I  T  T  E  E 


IXBCDTIVB  OPFtCBS 


PENNSYLVANIA     BUILDING.     PIIlLADCLPIllA,  PA. 
ALBERT   M.  OREENFIG'LD 


HON.  GEORGE  I 


JOHN  S-  RENWICK 


I  BlrTEMHOUBC 


HON.  THOMAS  KL■^.NEDV 

HON.   HARVEY  HUFrMAN 

HON.  ROY  E.  FURMAN 
«PE*KCn.  THE  HOU1C 

HON,  FRANK  W  MEX-VIN 
CHAIRMAM  07 
•BNNA    KlBTOi'lCAI.  COtJMfaaiOH 


June  21,  1938 


Mr.  Albert  31.  Greenfield 
'■'•alnut  and  Juniper  Streets 
Philadelphia,  Fennsylvaoia 

Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 

Now  that  the  work  of  our  Committee  has  been  brought 
to  1  conclusion  it  is  only  fitting  that  1  should  say  "Thank 
you"  for  the  opportunity  you  gave  me  to  issist  you  with  planning 
t.his  celebration. 

No  one  knowf;  better  tnan  you  the  many  trying  situations 
with  which  we  have  been  confronted.    Through  it  all,  however,  your 
g-aidance,  foresight  and  unstinted  cooperation  have  furnished  a 
leadership,  without  which  our  Cossaittee  would  ne'/er  have  been  en- 
titled to  the  many  compliments  that  we  are  now  receiving  on  our 
successful  Constitution  celebration, 

May  the  envelope  in  which  this  letter  is  sent  to  you 
serve  as  a  very  pleasant  reminder  of  our  work  together  in  beh:ilf 
of  that  Immortal  document,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Cordially  yours, 

H.  T^n  1 3  ^Jonaa~~ 
Assistant  to  Chairaan 


PB\NSTLVANIA  —  BIRTHPLACB      OP     THE  CONSTITUTION 
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THE  RATIFICATION  STAMP 


Comraemorative  United  States  Constitution 
postage  stamp,  taken  from  one  of  the 
first  eight  sheets  of  stamps  sold  at 

the  sub-Post off ice  established  in 
Old  Congress  Hall,  in  Philadelphia, 
June  21,  1958. 


IIIK  STA1K,SK,\TIKV  i  MTKU  srATCS 

rHKlONSTlTLTION        V  POST.V/K 
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COMMITTEE  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  PENNSYLVANIA  CONSTITUTION  COMMEMORATION 


PENNSYLVANIA 
CONSTITUTION  COMMEMORATION  COMMITTEE 


ALBERT  M.  GREENFIELD 
Chair  man 


H.  ENNIS  JONES 
Assistant  to  C/i airman 


JOHN  S.  RENWICK 
Secretary 


MRS.  EMMA  GTTFFEY  MILLER 
(^//airman  Women's  .letii'ilies 


Honorary  Chairmen 

HON.  GEORGE  H.  EARLE 
Governor  of  Com momuralth 

HON.  JOHN  W.  KEPHART 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 

HON.  S.  DAVIS  WILSON 
Mayor  of  Philadelpliia 

HON.  LESTER  K.  ADE 
Supl.  Public  I nstruition 


Honorary  I'iee-Chairm e n 

HON.  THOMAS  KENNEDY 

Lieutenant  Governor 

HON.  HARVEY  HUFFMAN 
President  Pro  Tern,  the  Senate 

HON.  ROY  E.  FURMAN 
Speaker,  the  House 

HON.  FRANK  W.  MELVIN 

Chairman  of 
Penna.  Historical  Commission 
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Committee  Members 


CHAIRMEN 
PITTSBURGH  DISTRICT— No.  1 

Mayor  Cornelius  D.  Scully  Honorary  Chairman 

Hon.  John  S.  Fisher  Regional  Chairman 

Judge  G.  Malcolm  McDonald  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 


COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 


Edward  O.  Tabor,  Esq  Allegheny 

Hon.  C.  Hale  Sipe  Armstrong 

Hon.  Henrv  Hice  Wilson  Beaver 

Lloyd  HInkle,  Esq  Bedford 

Hon.  Aaron  E.  Reiber  Butler 

Hon.  John  W.  Rankin  Fayette 

Hon.  Roy  E.  Furman  Cireene 

William  M.  Ruddock,  Esq  Indiana 

Hon.  W.  J.  Eroe,  Jr  Lawrence 

Hon.  Ellis  C.  Boose  Somerset 

Hon.  J.  Albert  Reed  Washington 

Hon.  Harry  White  Westmoreland 


ERIE  DISTRICT— No.  2 

Mayor  Charlie  R.  Barber  Honorary  Chairman 

J.  Elmer  Reed,  Esq  Regional  Chairman 

John  B.  Brooks  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 


COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 


Merritt  H.  Davis  Clarion 

Warren  P.  Norton  Crawford 

Professor  John  C.  Diehl  Erie 

Mrs.  Anthony  Wayne  Cooke  Forest 

Hon.  Henry  I.  Wilson  Jefferson 

Hon.  E.  Kent  Kane  McKean 

Hon.  Glen  R.  Law  Mercer 

Miss  Twilla  F.  Bolt  Mercer 

Joseph  Riesenman,  Jr  Venango 

Hon.  LeRoy  E.  Chapman  Warren 


WILLIAMSPORT  DISTRICT— No.  3 

Mayor  Charles  D.  Wolfe  Honorary  Chairman 

James  W.  Foresman  Regional  Chairman 

Carl  W.  Herdic  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 


COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 


Dr.  Harry  S.  Fish  Bradford 

Hon.  George  W.  Huntley  Cameron 

Edward  T.   Kelley  Clearfield 

Dr.  J.  F.  Puderbaugh  Clinton 

Hon.  M.  P.  Whitenight  Columbia 

Hon.  J.  Hall  Stackpoie  Elk 

Dr.  A.  M.  Weaver  Lvcoming 

Dr.  Fred  W.  Diehl  Montour 

Hon.  G.  A.  Dietrick  Ncirthumberland 

Hon.  John  Stone  Potter 

Mrs.  Mary  R.  Rouse  Sullivan 

Hon.  G.  Mason  Owlett  Tioga 

Hon.  Francis  T.  Baker  Union 
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Committee  Members 


HARRISBURG  DISTRICT— No.  4 

Vance  C.  McCormick  Honorary  Chairman 

Ma\or  Jdliii  A.  F.   Hall  Regional  Chairman 

Colonel  John  Mcllhenny  Smith  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 


COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 


Hon.  C.  H.  Richter  Adams 

Louis  J.  Heizmann  Berks 

J.  H.  Shearer  Blair 

Lester  Larimer   Cainbria 

Hon.  John  W.  Decker  Centre 

Samuel    M.    Goodyear  Cumberland 

Dr.  R.  R.  Abernethy  Dauphin 

Ra\mond  C.  Mowery  Franklin 

Rev.  William  J.  Lowe  Fulton 

Samuel  H.  Stewart  Huntingdon 

Hon.  D.  Murray  Hetrick  Juniata 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hartman  Lancaster 

Rev.  W.  E.  Svvoope  Lebanon 

Hon.  John  Healv  Mifflin 

Dr.  D.  A.  Kline'.  Perry 

Hon.  Ira  T.  Fiss  Snyder 

Frank  W.  Trout  York 


WILKES-BARRE  DISTRICT— No.  5 

Mayor  Charles  N.  Loveland  Honorary  Chairman 

Hon.  Leo  C.  Mundy  Regional  Chairman 

(^llonel  Ernest  O.  Smith  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 


COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 


S.  E.  Prutzman  Carbon 

Rev.  Brother  D.  Edward  Lackawanna 

Charles  W.  Ettinger  Lehigh 

Miss  Frances  Dorrance  Luzerne 

Dr.  Robert  Brown  Monroe 

Hon.  Chester  B.  Dissinger  Pike 

Homer  R.  Knapp  Schuylkill 

Frank  A.  Frear  Susquehanna 

A.  H.  Howell  Wayne 

Hon.  E.  B.  Farr  Wyoming 


PHILADELPHIA  DISTRICT— No.  6 

Mayor  S.  Davis  Wilson  Honorary  Chairman 

Judge  Frank  Smith  Regional  Chairman 

John  B.  Kelly  Regional  Vice-Chairman 

Joseph  P.  GaflFne\,  Esq  Regional  \'ice-Chairman 


COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 


Miss  Laura  C.  Haines  Bucks 

Dr.  HenrN   M.  Pleasants  Chester 

Col.  James  A.  G.  Campbell  Delaware 

Mrs.  Oswald  Chew  Delaware 

N.  D.  \\'right  Montgomery 

A.  D.  Chidsey,  Jr  Northampton 

Judge  Frank  Smith  Philadelphia 


Committee  Members 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


Dr.  R.  R.  Abernethy 

Hon.  Leo  A.  Achterman 

Arthur  M.  Adams 

Rev.  C.  C.  Adams 

C.  E.  Adams 

C.  S.  Adams 

Howard  F.  Adams 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams 

Lynn  G.  Adams 

Dr.  Lester  K.  Ade 

Dorothy  Adelsberger 

Dr.  Cyrus  Adler 

Gurney  Afflerbach 

Conrad  J.  Albrecht 

Mrs.  George  Albright 

Judge  Eugene  V.  Alessandroni 

Hon.  Lowell  H.  Alexander 

W.  E.  Alexander 

Hon.  Charles  W.  Allen 

Mrs.  Merle  White  Alien 

Hon.  Robert  Grav  Allen 

Mrs.  Robert  J.  Allen 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Allison 

Hon.  William  A.  Allmond 

Mrs.  Bessie  Dobson  Altemus 

A.  J-  Althouse 

Add  B.  Anderson 

M.  L.  Annenberg 

L  D.  App 

Charlotte  W.  Appel 

Dr.  Henrv  H.  Apple 

G.  Carl  Areford 

R.  J.  Arnett 

Hon.  T.  Harold  Arnold 

Dr.  Max  Arzt 

Hon.  Frank  T  Atkins 

Mrs.  B.  C.  Atlee 

Capt.  L.  C.  Atwood 

Hon.  William  M.  Aukerman 

Harvey  J.  Aungst 

Dr.  Frank  Avdelotte 

Ralph  W.  Aye 

Rev.  Brother  Azarias 

Frank  G.  Babylon 

George  W.  Bach 

Allen  E.  Bacon 

Samuel  Bacon,  Jr. 

Mrs.  George  R.  Bailey 

Hon.  Joseph  B.  Baine 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Baish 

Hon.  Francis  T.  Baker 

Hon.  John  J.  Baker 

C.  Pitman  Baker,  Jr. 

Judge  Thomas  J.  Baldrige 

E.  M.  Balsbaugh 

Hon.  Jacob  L.  Balthaser 

Andrew  Banks,  Esq. 

Dr.  Robert  P.  Banks 

Hon.  Charlie  R.  Barber 

Mrs.  Robert  G.  Barckley 


Mrs.  William  M.  Barclay 
Julian  W.  Barnard 
Justice  H.  Edgar  Barnes 
Mrs.  H.  Edgar  Barnes 
George  W.  Barnitz 

B.  F.  Barr 
N.  L.  Bartges 

Hon.  William  G.  Barthold 
Hon.  Ralph  M.  Bashore 
Dr.  Marjorie  Batchelor 
Rev.  G.  D.  Batdorf 
Mrs.  H.  Paul  Bauer 
Mahlon  J.  Baumgardner 
Dr.  Elmer  H.  Bausch 
S.  D.  Bausher 
James  C.  Bay 

Major  Charles  S.  Baver,  Jr. 
O.  K.  Beach 

Hon.  Theodore  Lane  Bean 
Charles  H.  Bear,  Jr. 
H.  P.  Bearer 
General  Frank  D.  Beary 
Dr.  Herbert  H.  Beck 
Sarah  Beck 
Ernst  R.  Behrend 
D.  Norris  Benedict 
Dr.  F.  J.  Benedict 
Claude  H.  Bennett 
Harry  L.  Bernbaum 
G.  H.  Berner 
Joseph  H.  Bernhard 
James  Wilson  Bertolet 
Charles  G.  Berwind 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Beury 
Mrs.  Geneva  Rich  Bickel 
Marie  Bickert 

C.  W.  Bickford 

Hon.  Anthony  J.  Biddle,  Jr. 
Francis  Biddle,  Esq. 
Charles  F.  BIdelspacher 
Hon.  Robert  N.  Bierly 
Judge  John  Biggs,  Jr. 
Mrs.  John  P.  Binder 
C.  R.  Bird 

G.  Williams  Birrell 
Walter  S.  Bishop 

Mrs.  Joseph  Bittenbender 

Robert  V.  Bittner 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Blackburn,  Jr. 

Edward  Lee  Bladel 

P.  D.  Blair 

Hon.  Samuel  A.  Blank 

Sophia  Bliven 

Hon.  Sol  Bloom 

J.  A.  Boak 

Hon.  J.  GrifHth  Boardmaii 
John  J.  Boback 

H.  O.  Bock 

Mrs.  Harold  R.  Bodtke 
Dr.  James  F.  Bogardus 
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Mrs.  James  F.  Bogardus 
J.  G.  Bohleiider 
Hon.  John  C.  Bohn 
Hon.  David  M.  Boies 
Judge  Curtis  Bok 
Mrs.  Curtis  Bok 
Hon.  Patrick  J.  Boland 
Judge  Robert  V.  Boiger 
Mrs.  Twill  Bolt 
Twilla  F.  Bolt 
Hon.  Peter  R.  Boltz 
Mrs.  Jean  Bomgardner 
W.  S.  Bond 
Rev.  John  J.  Bonner 
Mrs.  Bessie  S.  Boone 
Hon.  Ellis  G.  Boose 
Dr.  Henry  S.  Borneman 
David  Bortin 
Mrs.  David  Bortin 
H.  F.  Botsford 
Frank  T.  Bowden 
J.  William  Bowman 
Leroy  J.  Bovce 

D.  Rae  Bovd 

Dr.  Carl  Wright  Boyer 
Dr.  Frank  P.  Bo\er 
Hon.  Samuel  P.  Boyer 
Most  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boyle 
Sam  B03  le 
Edward  F.  Bracken 
Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley 
Hon.  Michael  J.  Bradley 
Hon.  Anna  M.  Brancato 
J.  Campbell  Brandon 
Pearl  Bransford 

E.  R.  BraiHi,  Jr. 
Clarence  W.  Brazer 
William  H.  Brehm 
E.  Lied>'  Brendlinger 
Z.  S.  Brenize 
Helen  H.  Brenneman 
William  Brewster 
Helen  M.  Brickell 

Hon.  John  H.  Brigerman 

Hon.  Fred  J.  Broad 

Mrs.  John  E.  Bromley 

Hon.  Tames  Brnnsin 

Mrs.  Ella  H.  Brooks 

Hon.  John  B.  Brooks 

Judge  John  M.  Brnomall,  3d. 

Dr.  Edwin  C.  Broome 

Judge  Francis  Shunk  Brown,  Jr. 

G.  Wavne  Brown 

Dr.  H.  A.  Brown 

Hon.  Homer  S.  Brown 

Mrs.  J.  Herman  Brown 

Dr.  Leo  J.  Brown 

Raymond  E.  Brown,  Esq. 

Dr.  Robert  Brown 

Rev.  W.  E.  Brown 

W.  Eldrige  Brown 

Hon.  Harry  J.  Brownfield 


Joseph  M.  Bruen 

Mrs.  Emma  C.  Brungess 

Hon.  W.  L.  B runner 

Hon.  Thomas  C.  Buchanan 

Hon.  Clarence  J.  Buckman 

Judge  Joseph  Buftington 

Warren  C.  Bulette 

Hon.  William  C.  Bullitt 

Dr.  Emily  Mundy  Burke 

George  N.  Burkhalter 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Burrows 

Lieutenant  P.  A.  Burket 

Rev.  F.  A.  Butterfield 

Reuben  J.  Butz 

Robert  J.  S.  Butz 
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P.  J.  Clyde  Randall  Ivorey  Cobb 

Hon.  Homer  S.  Brown 

PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE 
Dean  Clifford  B.  Connelley,  Chairman 

Robert  G.  Wood  Wm.  T.  Mossman 

J.  P.  Fife  Clarence  W.  Head 

Harry  Kalmine  Burton  J.  Cassady 

Mike  Cullen  ].  I.  Alexander 

John  H.  Harris  Wm.  J.  Cummins 

John  J.  Maloney  C.  A.  Coltman 

Daniel  Kimmelman  Harry  C.  Milholland 

John  A.  Price 


MILITARY  COMMITTEE 
Col.  John  H.  Schenkel,  Chairman 


Edward  C.  Jenkins 
Col.  W.  R.  Dunlap 
Charles  R.  Haley 
John  G.  Rainey 
Major  Robert  S.  Cain 
Lt.  Charles  B.  Swift 
Isadore  Kalson 
Alfred  E.  Schwenke 
S.  A.  Waddell 
Benjamin  H.  Giffen 
Owen  Kelly 
Geo.  Grimm 
Silas  A.  Waddell 
Col.  Samuel  T.  Foster 
John  C.  Nickles 
Captain  Frank  R.  Sack 
Col.  Eric  Fisher  Wood 
Frank  O.  Gangwisch 
Charles  W.  Mason 
James  L.  Sykes 
E.  R.  Walters 
A.  T.  Yah  res 
Hunter  Robinson 
William  J.  Best 


Raymond  G.  Rowbottom 
William  F.  Goodstein 
Gordon  L.  Claw  son 
C.  H.  Haley 
Henry  Evans 
G.  D.'  Smith 
Frank  Dixon 
M.  W.  Stypula 
T.  A.  Haipin 
Joseph  H.  Cox 
James  A.  Blakely 
Edward  S.  Armstrong 
James  L.  Costella 
Dwight  L.  Bardes 
Thomas  Coughtrie 
John  Vachetta 
William  I'nger 
Bcnj.  Prager 
John  O'Neill 
Thomas  Thornton 
John  A.  Sugden,  Jr. 
Elmer  Betz 
Edw.  Crump,  Jr. 
Edwin  Doran 


John  H.  Elder,  Jr. 

Col.  Robert  G.  Woodside 

Sterling  Moroleck 

Commander  F.  H.  Smith 

John  C.  Rainey 

Gilbert  Weise 

Wm.  J.  McFarland 

Major  Harr\  B.  Fowler 

T.  Roy  Reitzer 

Morris  R.  Freed 

Louis  Fegenbaum 

John  L.  Bingham 

Chas.  E.  Daile}' 

Henry  Ebert 

Col.  C.  R.  William  Rohe 

Com.  George  L.  Edmonds 

Alex.  J.  Hill 

Harry  H.  Schaffer 

C.  C.  Kammerer 

Chas.  Loeffler 

Donald  Mangone 

Mark  A.  Byrnes 

H.  Stewart  Dunn 


NATIONALITIES  COMMITTEE 
Grafton  Duvall,  Chairman 


Dr.  Teofil  A.  Starzynski 
C.  W.  Sypniewski 
Blair  F.  tJunther 
Alexander  Bielski 
Mrs.  Anna  Petyk 
Rev.  Joseph  Frania 
Judge  Frank  A.  Piekarski 
Hon.  Frank  Kobelak 
Dr.  Lawrence  Jablonski 
Dr.  Thad.  A.  Starzynski 
A.  J.Pallan 
Paul  J.  Jamriska 
Edward  C.  Minick 
Dr.  Frank  Grajewski 
Andrew  Novak 
John  A.  Martchek 
John  P.  Ondek 


Julius  J.  Strba 

Francis  Taptick 

Rev.  Michael  J.  Tidick 

Gregory  Zatkovich 

Very  Rev.  T.  A.  Zatknovich 

Harry  Shabatura 

William  Zyvvotko 

Michael  D.  Wallace 

A.  J.  Lelonis 

Rev.  Joseph  Maczko 

Basil  Onyshkow 

John  J.  Kitch 

John  Mazukna 

P.  P.  Pivaronas 

Peter  N.  Smid 

Dr.  Frank  C.  Boucek 

Joseph  Smola 


Ludvig  Zupancic 
Mrs.  Anna  Sneler 
Joseph  Norris 
C.  J.  Woshner 
Frank  J.  Lokar 
Rev.  Matthew  F.  Kebe 
Dr.  Frank  J.  Arch 
Anthony  P.  Lucas 
Michael  Horavath 
Francis  X.  Kolander 
George  Haramic 
Law  rence  Delost 
R.  Rhody  Brenlove 
Dr.  Ralph  Fabian 
John  P.  Ladesic 
Steven  Babich 
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THE  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


The  Report  of 
DISBURSEMENTS  ACCOUNTANT 

Shou'iiuj  E\ pen/lit  u  res  to  N  ore  tuber  JO,  IQjS,  and 
Estinuiied  Add  'itioiuil  Expenses  to  December  JI ,  IQj8 


Amount 
Expended  to 
November  30, 
1938 

11  Salaries    $4,100.00 

12  Wages    18,304.85 

13  Fees    3,234.75 

21  Printing,  Binding  and  Stationery   8,330.37 

22  Food  and  Maintenance    4,169.56 

23  Materials  and  Supplies   11,646.49 

31  Traveling  Expense    6,677.31 

32  Motor  Vehicle  Supplies  and  Repairs   450.17 

33  Freight,  Expense  and  Cartage   2,016.73 

34  Postage    3,995.18 

35  Telephone  and  Telegraph   4,318.18 

36  Newspaper  Advertising  and  Notices   20.15 

41    Light,  Heat  and  Power   3.61 

43  Rent  of  Offices   1,861.65 

44  Rent  of  Equipment   1,836.31 

45  Insurance,  Surety  and  Fidelity  Bonds   109.46 

46  Other  Maintenance  Services  and  Expense  18,613.31 
53    Equipment  and  Machinery   324.10 


Totals   $90,012.18 

Total  Appropriation   

Expended  to  November  30,  1938  

Estimated  Additional  Expenditures  to  Deceinber 
31,  1938   


Estimated 
Additional 
Expenditures  to 
December  31, 
1938 


$325.00 
420.00 
3,700.00 
1.00 


250.00 

100.00 
550.00 
100.00 


30.00 
22.50 

7.00 

$5,505.50 
$90,012.18 


5,505.50 


Total 
$4,100.00 
18,629.85 
3,654.75 
12,030.37 
4,170.56 
11,646.49 
6,927.31 
450.17 
2,116.73 
4,545.18 
4,418.18 
20.15 
3.61 
1,891.65 
1,858.81 
109.46 
18,620.31 
324.10 

$95,517.68 
$100,000.00 


95,517.68 


Balance 


$4,482.32 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  FORMER  GOVERNOR 

JOHN  S.  FISHER 


I  Don. 


ntV    CHAKLIa  W    M«U*    DO  CHom.l 

^■■o  C  HouBTOH.  Caa..  CHUHcaLLOB 
•  C  WAkHiHaHx*  Eaa  .  Hi(To>i*> 

>iH  P  a  HAHpan.  lao  .  HATioxai.  Tn 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

139  UNIVCOSIIT  PLACE 


I  Suns  oF  ihB  Hmerican  Revalulion 


State  Hcaoouamtcub 
418  Fulton  Building,  107  Sixth  Street 

PiTTSaUROH,  PCNNSVLVANIA 

TILiPHOna  ATLAHtic  I77« 


JOHN   W  AMThOH* 

Col.  PaAHMLtN  ■LAcaaTON 
PaaHi  J.  FoaartH 
JOhh  ■  H*uoaoaHiit.D 

HO»   THOMsa  H  MuOCOM 

Copt  J  CLaaa  ManaviaLB 
C*PT    MaMMt  k.  McKain 
D*  ItoaaaT  M.  •HaasAao 

t>*Ugatt  ml  Lmrgt 

Jacob  taoMAH  Cera 


November  lU,  1933 


Mr.  Ubert  U.  Greenfield,  Chalrroan 
Penneylvanla  Constitution  Conmeraoratlon  Conrnlttee 
Pennsylvania  Building 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Ur.  Oraenfleld: 


I  have  Juflt  returned  from  Haverford,  where  my  daughter 
Ur«,  Brown  1«  critically  111,  to  find  yo'jr  letter  of  the  10th  Instant 
dissolving  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  Conmemoratlon  Coranl ttee. 

Under  your  leadership,  this  Connlttee  perfonned  an  excellent 
•ervlca  In  the  Interest  of  patriotic  Americanism.    Th«  good  worlc  was 
carried  on  throu^-hont  the  State  and  I  am  confident  will  leave  a  permanent 
impression . 

I  congratxilate  you  and  those  associated  with  you  at  head- 
qiiarters  On  the  exalted  manner  In  which  you  have  performed  an  extra- 
ordinary serTlce. 

With  cordial  regards,  Z  am 


JSF/l 


Very  Jlncerely  yours. 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  THE  FIRST  PRIZE  WINNER 
IN  THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION 


"+15  Oik  Street 
Scranton,  Pennavlv  anl9 
July  It),  1956 


Dear  tir.  Oreenfleld, 

I  wish  to  express  uy  heartfelt  thanks  to  ycu  and 
to  the  B.emberi  of  ycur  conimlitea  for  the  generous  effort 
you  have  put  forth  for  the  winners  of  the  essay  contest 
you  sponsored. 

The  way  In  which  you  handled  all  the  arrangenanta 
for  the  winners  left  nothing  to  be  deslrea,  ana  pro- 
vided 8019  of  the  outstanding  tLoments  of  ity  life  sofar. 
As  for  the  trip  to  Philadelphia,  It  was  glorious;  I  had 
never  before  been  to  Philadelphia  and  I  had  a  gllmpaa  cf 
the  iiany  pleasant  possibilities  of  living  there. 

Ky  hapr.lnes3  about  going  to  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  left  s.e  aluost  speechless  In  regard  to  It, 
which  Is  a  very  unusual  state  for  ilo.     All  I  know  is  that 
I  air.  going  ana  that  I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  clear- 
ing the  general  atmosphere  cf  the  future  for  ma. 

And  now,  a  favor:     May  I  please  have  a  copy  of  B.y 
essay?     I  seei  to  be  the  only  one  who  has  not  a  copy  of 
his,  and  naturally  I  want  to  keep  what  has  teen  the  means 
to  such  a  grand  future  for  a.e .     You  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  In  Scranton  much  civic  Pride  has  been  aroused  by  the 
celebration,  and  much  discussion  seems  to  be  taking  place 
on  the  ?eneral  subjects  of  Americanism  ana  the  Constitution. 
I  felt  sorry  that  I  didn't  have  a  copy  of  the  essay  when 
several  local  organizations  asked  me  for  It. 

Also,  may  I  remind  you  of  the  set  of  pictures  which 
I  was  told  I  vould  receive.     This  affair  seems  to  have 
made  me  into  a  acracbook  flena,  and  I  woula  like  to  have 
them . 

Again,  may  I  express  my  gratitude  to  you  for  your 
ihoughtfulness  and  efforts  on  my  tehalf. 


Sincerely  yours, 


A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  THE  STATE  ARCHIVIST, 
DEPARTMENT    OF    PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION  STATE 
LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 
STATE  LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM 
HARRISBURQ 

THE  DIRECTOR 

September  £8,  1938 


Honorable  Albert  M.  Greenfield,  Chairman 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 
Pennsylvania  Building 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  good  letter 
of  the  c7th  informing  me  that  an  engrossed  certificate,  signed  by 
Governor  Earle,  is  being  forwarded  to  me  under  separate  cover,  as  a 
memento  of  our  pleasant  association  and  membership  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Constitution  Comji.emoration  ComiLittee.    Rest  assured  that  I  will  take 
good  care  of  this  interesting  souvenir  and  will  always  remember  my 
connection  with  the  Committee. 

I  feel  that  your  work  as  head  of  the  Committee 
was  a  valuable  one,  and  you're  exactly  the  right  man  for  the  place. 

Kith  regards  ana  best  wishes,  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Henry  H.  bhoemaker 


HWS:mar 


Henry 
State  Archivist 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  MR.  GEORGE  W.  ELLIOTT, 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 


Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Twelfth  and  Walnut  Streets 
Philadei_ph  I  a 


September  29,  1938 


tir,  Albert  ^i,  Greenfield,  Chairman 

Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee, 

Pennsylvania  Building, 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 

I'r/  dear  lir.  Greenfield: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of 
September  S7  and  the  expression  of  your  appreciation  for 
any  work  that  I  or  this  organization  did  in  connection 
with  the  One-hundred  end  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Birthday  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United^ 
throughout  Pennsylvania. 

Thank 

certificate  signed  by  His  ::^xcell^ 
yourself  as  Chairman.     It  is  n 
F-enento.    Back  of  it  all  liea/congratuli 
your  leadership. 


GE0RG3  ".7.  51XI0TT 
General  .Secretary 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  FRANKLIN 
AND  MARSHALL  ACADEMY.  LANCASTER,  PENNSYLVANIA 


September  30,  1938. 


Albert  M.  Greenfield,  Chairman, 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration 
Committee, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 

This  acknowledges,  with  thanks, 
the  engrossed  certificate  presented  by 
your  Committee  as  a  memento  of  the  work 
done  under  the  direction  of  your  Com- 
mittee during  the  past  year.     I  think 
it  was  a  gracious  act  on  the  part  of  your 
Committee  to  present  these  certificates  to 
the  County  Chairmen. 

Sincerely  yours, 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  ONE  OF  THE  ENTRANTS 
IN  THE  ESSAY  CONTEST  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  THE  CHAIRMAN 
OF  BLAIR  COUNTY 


Pennsylvania  Edison  Company 


ALTOONA,  Pa. 


October  5,  1938. 


Mr.  Albert  M.  Greenfield,  Chairman, 
Pennsylvania  Constitution 
Commemoration  Committee, 
Pennsylvanic.  Building, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  Septeiiber  27  and  also 
for  the  Certificate  which  was  received  under  separ- 
ate cover. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  One  hundred  and 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Birthday  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  State  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  We 
were  happy  to  do  our  share  in  bringing  this  most 
important  historical  event  to  the  attention  of  the 
people  of  Blair  County. 


JHS-AV 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF 
ST.  JOSEPH'S  COLLEGE,  PHILADELPHIA 


ST.  JOSEPH  S  COLLEGE 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


November  the  12th,  1938. 


Mr.  Albert  I!.  Greenfield,  Ohairman, 

PennEylvania  Constitution  Oommemoration  Committee, 

Bankers  TruBt  Building, 

Philadelphia. 

Dear  Ur.  Greenfield, 

I  have  for  acknowledgment  >our 
letter  of  November  10th,  as  M-ell  as  the  engrossed 
certificate  sent  to  all  the  raerabere  of  the  pennsyl' 
Constitution  OommeiiiOration  Committee. 


ulate  you  upon  your  splendid  work  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee. 


I  take  this  opportunity  to  congrat- 


Sinccrely  yours, 


President. 


TJH:0 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  CORNELIUS  D.  SCULLY, 
MAYOR  OF  PITTSBURGH 


COPrJELius  D.  Scully 

M*TO  H 


OFFfCC  OF  THE  Mayor 


^  cnnsyhmnia 


November  15,  1938. 


Albert  M.  Greenfield,  Chairman 

Pennsylvania  Constitution  Commemoration  Committee 
Pennsylvania  Building 
Philadelnhia ,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 

This  will  acknowledge  with  thanks  your  kind  letter 
of  the  tenth. 

I  was  very  happy  to  aid  in  the  celebration  of  the 
Ono-hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Birth- 
day of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

May  I  extend  to  you  and  to  your  committee,  ray  most 
hearty  consratulations  on  a  job  well  done. 

With  best  wishes,  I  ara 


Sincerely  yours 


CDS/nni? 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  CONGRESSMAN 
MATTHEW  A.  DUNN 


MATTHETW  A  DUNN 


IE  ADDRESS 


Pe 


TTH  AvEHue  *«o  Gb»MT  Strect 

PirrSBimOH,  PE>lNBVl.tf*NIA 


Congi  tss  of  tfje  ®[nitEb  :#>tatcsi 


J^ousc  at  S^tpresentatitoes 
iiaastjington,  S.  €. 


Kovember  15,  1938. 


I.tr.  Albert  H.  Craaafleld, 
Chaimon  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Constitution  Coniniemoration  Cornralttee, 
Pennsylvania  Building, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Mr.  Greenfield: 


Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  dated  irovambar 


loth,  regarding  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  One-hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Birthday  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


I  received  the  beautiful  engrossed  certificate 


signed  by  Governor  Earle  as  a  remembrance  of  this  oc- 
casion. 


',?ith  best  wishes,  1  am, 


Sincerely  yours. 
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A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
FAYETTE  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


JOHN  W  RANKIN 
ARTHUR  HIGINDOTHAM 
MICHAEL  KAROLCrK 


COMMISSIONERS  OFFICE 


FAYETTE  COUNTY 

UN10NT0WN,  PA 


November  23,  1938 


Mr.  Albert  U.  Greenfield,  Chairman 

Penna.  Ccnstitution  Commemoration  Committee 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  J'.r.  Greenfield: 

May  I  also  add  a  few  words  of  appreciation;-  In  almost  any 
public  capacity  we  are  all  called  upon  to  do  our  bit  for 
various  activities,  important  and  unimportant,  practical 
and  unpractical,  wise  and  otherwise;  seldom,  in  my  exper- 
ience has  it  fallen  my  lot  to  help,  in  my  small  way,  to 
bring  to  such  successful  conclusion  as  pleasant  a  task  as 
the  varied  celebrations  connected  with  Pennsylvania's 
historical  ratification  of  that  matchless  achievment  "The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Your  understanding  leadership,  your  generous  donation  of 
endless  hours  and  days  of  time,  youi  unselfish  consider- 
ation of  others  are  indelibly  recorded  in  such  a  success- 
ful and  historically  memorable  result.       It  has  been  a 
positive  pleasure  to  work  under  directions  so  capably 
given. 

The  handsome  engrossed  certificate  has  been  suitably  framed 
and  placed  in  an  appropriate  place  In  our  Court  House,  there 
to  remain  for  the  indefinite  future. 

Again  expressing  my  admiration  for  your  capable  leadership 
and  your  courteous  consideration,  I  am 


Very  respectfully, 
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